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L E T T E R S to and from Dr Swift. 

A Criticism on thefe LETTERS. 

THIS volume contains Swift's cpiftolary corrcfpondcnce. It is, 
an acknowledged obfcrvation, that no part of an buthor's 
v^ritings gives a greater indght into hts natural difpofition than his 
letters, elpccially when written with freedom and iincerity. Swift'is 
epiillcs, and the anfwers of his friends, afford materials to form 
conjectures upon the different characters, not only of the Dean, 
but of his correspondents. The reader is probably become ac- 
quainted with Dr Swift, from the account of his life in the firft vo* 
lunic ; but the manners and opinions of thofe perfbns with whom 
he correfponded, arc in every refpeCl Co blended with his own, as 
not to be eafily feparated; and in (licha kind of united view, they 
will mutually rcikCt light upon each other. 

To a young gentleman juft entering \nto the wqrid, the fiibjeCb 
may prove of particular importance ; as it may guide him, not only in 
the dioicc of his corrcipondents,but in his manner of writing to them. 

The freedom of the pre(I» is to be watched and defended with the 
mod jealous eye. It is one of the chief articles of that great charter 
of liberty to which the people of England are intitled. But as no 
human inflitution can be perfect, even this branch of liberty has its 
cxcrefcenccs that might be pruned. I mean particularly that licence 
which of late has too much prevailed, of publifhing epiflolary cor«* 
rclpondences. Such a f^lhion, for I know, not wlia^ elfe to call it. 
is extremely pernicious. At prefcnt,'it Xatisfiesthe curiofity of the 
public; but for the future, it will tend to reftrain that uoflifpicioat 
- opcnnefs, which is the principal delight of writing to our friends. 
1 am (brry to fay by experience, that the letters wiiich contain the 
moft fmcere, and perhaps hafly obfervations, upon perfons, times, 
and cir cum (lances, are often relcrvcd as treadires, and hoarded up 
as miicrs board gold ; like which, they lie concealed in cabinets 
and lUong boxes for (bme time, till chancing to fall into the hands 
of an extravagant heir, or an unjudiclous executor, they are not 
only brought into light, but difpcrfcd and expofed, fb as to become 
the property of the whole world. A young man, therefore, when 
he gives his opinion upon any important fubjeCt, fliould confider 
it well, before he commit his thoughts to paper. He fhould ex- 
prefs himfclf with diffidence, prclerve a prudent redraint over the 
ildlic's of wit and humour, an<!f be cautious in all declarations of 
frirndfhip ; as the very common offers of civility arc too oftea 
jpkplained into undcfigncd engagements. 

1 own I fmd mylclf under no fmall difficulty in difhiffing Swift's 
letters. General criticifms will be attended with obfcurity ; and it 
would be tedious to confider them in their cxaCt order. 1 fhall en- 
desivour therefore to take a review only of what (eems to deferve 
the reader's attention. The correfpondence between Dr Swift and 
Mr Pope had commenced in a very early part of Mr Pope's life, 
and was carried on, witli fckrce any interruption, from the death of 
Q. Anne. If wc may judge of Mr Pope from his wojks^ his ci»R^ 
Vol. IV. A ^^ 
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aim was to be cftcemed a man of virtue. His letters are written 
in that ttylc. His Lft volumes are all of the moral kind. He has 
avoided trifles, and confcquently has cfcapcd a rock which has 
pioved vtry injurious to Swif"c*s reputation. He had given his ima- 
gination full fcope, and yet has prefcrved a perpetual gusrd upon 
his condu£l. The conflicutlon of his body and mind might early 
incline him to habits of caution andreftrve. The treatment which 
he met afterwards from an innumerable tribe of adver(aries, con- 
firmed thofe habits, and made him flower than the Dean in pro« 
nouncinghis judgement uj>on perfbns an4 things. His profe wri- 
tings arc little Icfs harmonious than his" verfe : and his voice in 
common converfation was Co naturall}' mofical, that I remember 
honeft Tom Southerne ufed always to call him the little htghtin^ale. 
His manners were delicate, eafy, and engaging, and he treated his 
friends with a politenefs that charmed, and a generofiry that was 
tnuch to his honour. Every gucft was made happy within l.is doors. 
Plcafure dwelt under his roof, and elegance prcfided at his table. 
Dr Swift was of a different difpofition. To his domeftics he was 
pafHonate and churlifh ; to his equals and {uperiors rather an enter- 
taining than deHrable companion. He told a (lory in admirable 
manner : his fcntences were fliort and perfpicuous, his obfcrvations 
were.picrclng. He had Icen the great world, and had profited much 
by his experience. He had not the leaft tin£hire of vanity in his 
converfation. He was perhaps, as he faid himfclf, too proud to be 
▼ain. When. he was polite, it was in a manner entirely his own. 
In his frisndfhips he was conftant and undifguiftd. He was the 
fame in his enmities. He generally fpokeas he thought in all com> 
panies, and at all times. I remember to have heard, that he dined 
once at a Lord Mayor's feaft in Dublin, and was attacked and 
tcafcd \y an opulent, boifterous, and half intoxirared 'fijuire, who 
happened to fit next him : he bore the awkward raillery for fbme 
time, and then on a fudden called out in aloud voice to the May- 
or, * My Lord, here is one of your bears at my flioulder; he has 

• been v.'orrying me this half hour ; I defire you.will order him to 

• be taken off.' In thcfe laft particulars he differed widely from 
bis friend Pope, who could ftlfle reflntment,and wait with patience 
till a more dillant, and perhaps a more (cafonable hour of revenge. 
But notwithflanding the diflimilitude of minds and manners, which 
was apparent between theft two great men, yet the fame fort of 
friend Oiip ftcms to have (ubfii^ed between them as between Virgil 
and Horace. 'I he mutual aflc£lIon of the two Englifh poets ap- 
pears throughout their works. And therefore in this place I can- 
not avoid taking notice of a report very induftrioully fpread, an<k 
not without fbme degree of fiicccfs, * That the friendlhip between 

• Pope and Swift was not £b firm and perfeft at the latter end, as 

• at the beginning of their lives.' On Dr Swift's fide, 1 am certain, 
it ever rcniained unalterable: nor did it appear Icfs fervent en the 
(ide of Mr Pope. Their letters' are the bcft evidence to determine 
the doubt. In one of Swift''s lateft letters to me, not long before 
b« was lod to all hvunan comforts, he fays, * When you fee my 

* dear 
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• <kar 'friend Pope, tell him, I will anfwer his letter fbon j I love- 
" h:in above all the rcfk of mankind.* In mv long correfpondence 
with Mr P.-pe, I fcarce received the lead biUet from him, without 
the kindcH mention of Dr Swift, and the tenicreft anxiety for his 
ftate of health. Jiwlgeby the following paragraphs. — July ix. 1 737- 

• My Lord, the plcafure you gave mc in acquainting me of the 

• Dean's better health, is one fo truly great, as might content even 

• your own humanity : and whatever my fniccrc opinion and re- 

• ipeft of yonr Lordfhip prompts mc to wifh from your hands for 

• myfclf, j-our love for him makes mc as happy. Would to God 

• my weight added to yours, could turn his inclinations to this fide, 

• that I might live to enjoy him here thro' your means, and flatter 

• myfelf it was partly thro' my own ! But this, I fcir, will never 
'bcthecafe; and I think it more probable, his attra^ion will. 

• draw me on the other fide, which, I ^rote(t, nothing lefs than a. 

• probability of dying at fta, confidering the weak frame of my 

• bread, would have hindered mc from, two years part. In fhort, 
" whenever 1 think of him, it is w ith the vexation of all impotent 

• palfions, that carry us out of ourfelv«, only to ipoil onr quiet, 
' and make as rcturu to a refignation, which is the molt melancho- 

• ly of all virtues.' — April z. 1758. * I write by the fame port that 

• 1 received your very obliging and humane letter.* The confide* 

• ration you (bew towards me, in the juft apprehenfion .that any 

• news ol' the Dean's condition might alurm me, is mod kind and 
' generous. The very lad pod I writ to him a long letter, little 

• uifpc^ng him in that dangerous circumdance. I was Co far 
*from fearing his health, that I was ptopofing (chemes, and 
' hoping podibilities for our meeting once mure in this world. I 

• am weary of it; and diallhave one rcafon more, and one of the^ 

• drongcd that nature can give me (even when (he is (baking my 

• weak frame to pieces), td be willing to leave this world, when 

• our dear friend is on the edge ot the other. Yet I hope, 1 would. 
' fain hope, he may yet hover awhile on the brink of it, to pre- 

• firrvc to this wretched age a relift and example of the hl\.' 

Twitnam, Nov. 7. • "V^'hen you get to Dublin (« hither I direft- 
.• this, fuppofing you will fee our dear friend as (bon as po(Iibie), 

• pray put the Dean in mind of me, and tell him I hope he recei- 

• ved my lad. Tell him how dearly I love, and how greatly f 

• honour him ; how greatly I reflect on every tcdimony of Ms 

• f riendHiip ; how much I rcCdvc to give the bed I can of my e- 

• deem for him to podcrity ; and alTure him, the world has nothing 

• in it I admire ib much, nothing the lofs oi whidi I Ihould re- 
* gfLt (u much, as his genius and his virtues.' 

My exculc, for 1 dand in need of none, by having infcrtcd thcfc 
/crJp^ of letters, is my real dblire of convincing the reader, that 
the difi-ction of Swift and Tope fubfided a« entire and uninterrupted 
as their friends could wilh, or their enemies regret. It mud be 
ouned, that we as Icldom Ice a mutual attachment between yr.cts, 
as between dltefmcn. * True friendlhip,* as TuUy obfervcs, • pro- 

• cccds from a reciprocal edeem, and a virtuous rtflmblance of 

• aooncrs.' When fucb is the bafis, the variety in ccrt^av vcv^^v?. 
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and opinions is of no ill confequencc to the union ; and will fcarce 
ever unloofe the (bcial ties of love, veneration, and eftcem. Thirs 
the friendflirp between Atticus and Hortenfius, altho' they were of 
diflercnt lefts, one a Stoic, and the other an Epicurean, fubfided, 
like Mr Pope's and Dr Swift's, firm and conftant to the laft ; when 
that of Antony, Lepidus, and Auguftus, continued no longer than 
■while it was fubfervient to their views of interefts. Catiline fay*. 
Idem vclht oc idem noVCt ea demum amcltia eji. This often at- 
tends a vitious confpiracy : and perhaps an agreement fi) pcrfeftly 
mutual, is Icarce to be met with in any other in fta nee. 

As I have often reverted in my mind certain particulars relating 
to my two poetical friends, 1 have always thought, that the cir- 
cumftance of their purfuing different roads in poetry, and living in 
different kingdoms, was probably one of the happieA incidents in 
their lives. Such a (eparation prevented all pecfonal difIenfion$, 
and fixed them in a correfpondence, that conflantly tended to e- 
^Habliih their endearments ; when, perhaps, a refidence near each o- 
ther might have had a very contrary eifeft. It is much eafier to 
TeAify any miAake, or to coel any -animofity that may have a- 
rilen, in a letter, than to recal a pafGonate verbal anfwer, efpeci- 
ally if uttered with all the anions and vehemence of anger. The 
impreiCon of fuch » fccne remains long upon the mind of the pcr- 
loQ offended, an*d the old adage is tranfpofed, Vox audita nwnet. It- 
tera fcripta ferit. Few men can fubmit to contradiction. Swift 
iwas certainly not of the number ; and therefbre I am perfiiaded. 
that his diftance from bis £nglilh friends proved a (Irong incite- 
xnent to their mutual afieCtion. But I mud again repeat, that, 
throughout the leug fcries of letters which have been pubb'fhcd, 
not the leaft altercations appear to have happened between Swift 
and Pope. 

In all Swift's writing's, you w ill find his own peculiar vein of hu- 
anour. The fame liberty of expreflion would have been improper 
and abftird in any other writer, but it produced the confequences 
which he defired. His (cemmg arrogance gained him more favour, 
than the humility and affeOed benevolence of others. His raillery 
.and freedom of cenfure, are conveyed in a manner more prevalent, 
and perhaps often more agreeable, than flattery. He fl-ldom prai- 
led, but where merit was confpicuous» A fiagle flroke of his pen 
plcafed more, and gave more honour, than a long flattering dedi« 
cation from any other author. His fVyle was mai^erly, corred!; 
and fh-ong ; never diflufive, yet always clear. 

Lord Bacon is the firfl author wha has attempted any ftyle that 
c^n be relifliable to the preftnt age; for I muft own, that I thinks 
Swift, and his cotemporaries, have brought our language to the 
ntmoft degree of perftCHon, without the help of a Longinus, a 
Qiiintilian, or e\tt\ of a diftionary, or a grammar. JLord Bacon has 
written with an infinite fund of knowledge : every fcience that he 
treats upon, is difcuflcd by him with the grcateft learning and dig- 
nity ; and he (hews himfcif at once a philofbpher, anhiftorian.a po- 
litician, and'a divine : but liis dialect (for that dcmauds our prefent 

attention} 
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attention) is quibbling and pedantic; and never mor'e (b than whm' 
he condcfcends to fkcter his royal maUer, ■ and the minions oT^ 
that court. 

Conlider the profaical works of Milton, you will find them more- 
nervous than elegant; more dininguiHicd by the ftrength of rea» 
(on, than by the rules of rhetoric ; his diction is harfhr his periods 
tedious; and when he becomes a pro(c- writer, the majefty that at- 
tends his poetry vanilhes, and is iutirely loft. Yet, with all his- 
faults, and excluijve of bis charaiYer as a poet, he muft ever re- 
main the' obIv learned author of that taftelefs age in which he 
flcuriffied : and it is probable, that his great attention to the Latia 
language might have rendered him lt(s corrtft, than he othcr- 
wi« would have been, in his native tongnc. 

Harrington has his admirers; he may pofflbly have his merits,- 
but they flow not in his ftyle. A later writer, of the fame repu- 
blican principles, has far excelled him ; 1 mean Algernon Sydney, 
whofe di(courfcs concerning government are admirably written, . 
and contain great hiftorical knowledge, and a remarkable propriety 
of di^ion ; fb that his name, in my opinion, ought to be much- 
higher eftabliihed in the temple of literature, tlian I have hitherto • 
fouud it placed. 

Lord Clarendon is an hiftorian- whole dignity of expreflion has- 
juftly given iiim the preference to anyof onr biographical authofs. 
fiut his periods are the periods of a mile. His parenthcfes em«- 
barrafs the fcnfc of his narration, ind certain inaccuracies appear- 
^ing throughout his works, are delivered -wicb a ibrmality that rczy 
ders tbcm ftill more conipicuous. 

Among our Englifh writers, few men have gaiHed a greater chs-* 
ra Aer for elegance and corrc^lnefs, than Sprat, iJllhop of Roche- 
fter, and few men have dcferved ic Icls. WhcR I have read his 
works, I haA'c always wondered from whence fuch a piece of good 
fortune might have ari(cn ; and could only attribute it to Nfr 
Cc»wicy, who, in a very delicate copy ot verics, has celebrated his 
friend Dr Sprat for eloquence, wit, and <r certain candid ftyl^, 
ixhichthe poet compares to the river Thames gliding v^ith an even 
current, and difplaying the moft beautiful appearances of nature*. 
Poets and painters have their favourites, whom they tranfmit to 
pofterity in >\hat colours and attitudes they plea/e. iiut I am m\C- 
taken, if, upon a review of Sprat's works, his language will not 
(iMincrjjtive anideaof one of the infignificant tottering boats upon 
the Thames, than of the fmootb noble current of the river itKJf. 

Sir \^illiam Temple is an eafy, carclcfs, incorrect writer, cle- 
gandy negligcnf, politely learned, and CDjpsginnly familiar. 

Thus I have curforily mentioned fbme ot the brightcft fons of 
fame among our Knglilh author*, only to point out the preference 
due to Dr Swift. Hut he is not intilled alone to the «livc 'gar- 
land : hei-.as his coadjutors in the virtory. The triumvirate, to 
vhoro we ov\e an elcg-snce and propriety unkoown to our forefa,- 
ihcjs. are Swift, Addison, and Boli ncprx)ke. At the 
li^ht of ihch names, uo difpute can ariie in preferring the Kn^l.fh 
A 3 jnodvini 
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moderns to the Engliih antients. The present century, and indeed 
all future generations, may be congratulated upon the acquitition 
of three luch mch. 

But to rttum more cloftly to Svrift: he has perfc^Vly (hidiedr 
the drama of human life, and particularly the tendency and irre- 
gularities of its.dilfcrent charafters. He has chofcn to recom- 
mend virtue, by repre(cnting vice in a difagreeable and ridiculous 
light. As liis temper was naturally full of acrimony, a certain 
innate feverity ri^ns throughout all his letters. In the advice 'which 
he- offers to his friends, and in the genet al account ivhich he gives 
of his own condu£t, he is too clofe an oeconomid. This parfimo- 
ny proceeded from a dcfire of being an independent ; and fince 
that ^as the caufc, he will be forgiven, or at lead excuied by all 
honed men. 

Mr Pope had different talents frono his friend Swift. His ima- 
gination was fine and delicate ; his fancy was ever on the \(ing. 
In his earlier time of life, 'his way of thinking was difiufive, and 
confcqucntly his judgment was unconfincd. As that judgment 
ripened with years, he (hewed the full itrcngth of it in his Kthie 
tpiftUSt and his EJfay on man. There the poet has almoft yielded 
to the philofbpher; and his moral fyflem has charmed more by 
the force of truth and reafbn, than even by the numbers with 
\vhich he adorned it. 

To declare my opinion of the whole collc^^ion of letters in this 
Tobme, I own it has not anfwered my expeOation. The index 
at the begbning wilj make one hope for great treafiires, from the 
iliudrious names that are there inferted : but he will fcarce find a- 
Ay remarkable indrudions of morality, or even the common rea- 
Ibnings and refinements that might naturally arife from to high a 
cFafs of men, in the ordinary current of their thoughts. "What 
is more liirprifing, he will feldoxn difcover any keen flrokes of ia< 
.tire, or any inftantaneous Tallies of vivacity. I have often heard 
Swift fay, * When I fit down to write a letter, I never lean upoD 
• my elbow, till I have finifhed it.* ^y which expreffion he-meant, 
that he never fhidied for partiailar phrafes, or polilhed paragraphs. 
>ii5 letters therefore arc the truer rrprefenCations of his mind». 
They are written in the warmth of his affections; and when they 
are confidcrcd in the light of kindnefi and iinccrity, they illuftrate 
his charaAer to a very high degree Throughout his various cor- 
rel'pondence you will difcover vcryjbong marks of an anxious, 
benevolent friend : and, to my grtfal pleafurc, I find the mifan- 
thrope often lod in the good-nalured man. Read his letters to 
Mr Gay, and you uill be of my icniiment j read alfb thofe to Dr 
Slicridan, arrd you uill be farther confirmed in that opinion. W'e 
may compound therefore to loft fatire and raillery, when we gain 
humanity and tcndernefs in their ftead. Yet, even in fbme of his 
highefl Icenes of benevolence, his cxprefGons are delivered in futh 
a manner, as to (eem rather the cfltfts of haUghiinefs than of 
good- nature. . Put you muO sever look upon him as a traveller In 
the common roa:d. He mud be viewed cluo' a camera ohfcura^ 

that 
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that turns all objc£ls the contrary way. "When he appears mc(l 
angry, be is moft plealcd ; when moft humble, he is moft aflii- 
ming. Such was the man, an4' in fuch variegated colours muft 
he be painted. 

The letters from ioid Bolingbrokc arc written Mith an elegance 
and politenefs that diftinguifti them from all the reft. We fire they 
-were not intended for the prefs ; but how valuable arc the moll 
careiefs Arokes of (uch a pen ? 

Gay's letters have nothing in them ftiiking or recommendatory. 
His ientiments are thofe of an honed, indolent, good hatured man. 
He loved Swift to a degree of veneration : and the friendfLip was 
returned with great fmccrity. Swift writes to him in the fame 
ftrain as he would have written to a (on ; and feems to diftin<]^uiih 
him as the correfpondcnt to whom he had not the lead grain of 
rcierve. In the uvcral accounts which he gives of his fituation at 
Dublin, and the idle manner of his pafGiig his time there, he writes 
ibmttimes in an ironical, ibmetimes in a contrary ftylc. 

I (hould have been much pleaied, in finding fome of Dr Arbuth- 
not's letters among this colle^on. Altho' he was juftly celehra- . 
ted for wit and learning, there was an excellence in his charade? 
more amiable than all his other 4ualifications : 1 mean the excel- 
lence of his heart. He has (hewed himillf equal to any of his co- 
temporaries in humour and vivacity ; and he was (lipericr to mo(l 
Bien in aAs of humanity and benevolence : his very farcafms are 
the fiitirical ftrokes of eood-nature: they are like flaps of the 
face given in jeil, the eflcAs of which m&y ralfe bluQies, but no 
blacknefs will appear after the blows. He luughs as jovially as an 
attendant uoon Bacchus, but continues as Ibber and confiderate as 
a difciple of Socrates. He is fcldom (erious, except in his ac:acks 
upon vice ; and then his fpirit ri(es with a manly Hrength, and i. 
Jiohle indignation. His epitaph upon charters (allowing one fmall 
alteration, the word ^tffmi//f<i inftead ofcc^imivedatj is a complete 
and a mafterly compofition in its kind *. No man exceeded him 
in the moral duties of life : a merit ftill more to his honour, as 
the ambitious powers of uit and genius are fcldom fubmi/Tive e» 
nough to connne themfelvis within the limitations of morality. 
In his letter to Mr. Popef, written as it were u^^on his death bed, 
he difcDVirs (uch a noble fortitude of mind at the approach of his 
diilbliition, as could only be infpircd by a clear confcicnce, and 
the calm retrolbtfl of an uninterrupted lerits of virtue. The Dean 
laments the loii of him with a pathetic fmcerity. * The death of 

• Mr Ciay and the Dodtor (Arbuthnot] hath been teriiblc wounds 

• ii .ir my htart. Their living would have beet> a grcm ct-mfort to 
*• m.\ aliho* I ni<)uU never have fcen them ; like a liim of money 

• in a bank, from which I flioiilJ receive at le.ilt annual intcre(f, 

• as I du from you, and have tlt»nc from Lord Uolingbroket' I 
have chofen this luft quotation, not more iu honour of Swift's 

tcnderueis 
• Sec this epitcfh in vot. vu * 

f See Pfpe*i -i/'crtr, vA. vi'ti. let 47. 
\ See S'u'ijVi letter to Fo^e, May 12. 1735* 
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tcndcrnefs an3 afTeftioD to thofc whom he efteemcd, than uith'a- 
dcfigii of Ipecifying to you as fine a groupe of friends, [Boling- 
broke, Swift, Pope, Arbuthnot, Gay], as have appeared fince the 
Auguftan age. As their letters were not intended for the public* 
perhaps I was unrcafbbabie in^ looking for medals, and not being 
conlcntcJ with the common current (pecies^ Jn our prejudices of 
favour or averfion we are apt to be deceived by names : nor can it 
be doubted, that fiich writers might have furnifhed us with familiar 
letters, very difftTent from thole which have been coUcOed in this 
volume. They are filled indeed (cfpecially in the correlpondence 
between Swift and Pope) with the flrongeil exprcffions of mutual 
eftecm; but thole exprcflions are repeated too often. When friend- 
Ihip has lubfifted io long, that time cannot incrcafe, nor words im- 
prove it, the commerce of afie£tion between friends ought to be 
carried on in a (lyle that neither (inks below politenefs, *nor r\fcs 
into forced compliments. I cannot avoid observing the epidolary 
ccncifenefs that was In fafhion among the antients, efpecially their 
conclufive (entcnces. Vale; or again. Si valcas, bene eji ; valeo : 
which J own (eems preferable toour method of loading every let* 
ter with compliments, not only to wives and children, but to un^ 
cles, aunts, and coufms : and, of conlequence, every relation that 
is not particularly named, is particularly afi'ronted. It will appear 
too minute a criticifm- to affirm, that the Engliih language is not 
well adapted for epiftolary writings. Be that as it may, it is cer» 
tainly inferior to the French ; which engages, and perhaps im- 
proves us by a fucceflivc flow of phralcs that are peculiar to that 
nation. Madame de Sevigne has filled four volumes of letters all 
addrcHed to her daughter : they contain nothing, except diflcreiu: 
icenes of msternal fondnefs ; yet, like a clailic, the oftener they 
are read, the more they are relUbed. Monfieur de Peliflbn has 
publillicd three volumes txf letters, which he calls Lettns htjforique^ 
which are little elie than materials for a Gazette. They inform 
us at what time thc.Grand Mouarque arofe, when he went to bed, 
at what hour he dined, and what he faid while he was at flapper : 
yet all thele trifles sM'e told in fo agreeable a manner, and appear 
fb natural and ea(y, that I can fcarce tlunk the (kill of Ovid 
greater, who, in his Faji'u ha* turned the Roman calendar into 
elegant poetry, and has verfificd a ict of old almanacks. I need 
pot mention Voiture, or Balzac, and perhaps it was.wrong to turn 
afide into the Roman and the French territories, when I ought to 
have confined mylclf to the Briiifhillands. But 1 love to wan- 
der about with you, and, in writing as in walking, to peep into 
every corner that may afford us cntcrtainmem. Orrery^ 
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LETTERS to and from Dr Swift. 

From the year 1713 to 1737. 

LETTER I. ^ 

Mt Pope to Dr Swift*. 

SJR, Binfitldy Dee. 8. 17 13. 

NOT to trouble yoa at prefent with a recital of 
all my obligations to you, I (ball only mention 
two things, which I take particularly kind of 
you : your defire that I ihould write to you ; and your 
propolal of giving me twenty guineas to change my re« 
ligion ; which laft you mull give me leave to make'the 
fuDJed of this letter. 

Sure, no clergyman ever offered fb much out of his 
own purfe for jthe lake of any religion. *Tis almoft as 
many pieces of gold, as an apoflfe could get of filvcr 
from the prieils of pld, on a much mdre valuable con- 
fideration. I believe it will be better worth my while 
to propofe a change of my faith by fubfcription, than a 
trandation of Homer. And to convince you how well 
difpofed I am to the reformation, I fhall be content, if 
•you can prevail with my Lord Treafurer and the mini- 
iby to riife to the fame fum, each of them, on this pious 
account, as my Lord Halifax has done on the profane 
.one. I am afraid there's no being at once a poet and a 
good Chriftian ; and I am \^xy much (b-aitcned between 
two, while the Whigs feem willing to contribute as 
much to continue me the one, as you would, to make 

Vol. IV. A me 

♦ This letter was wrote by Mr Pope in anfwcr to one from Dr 
Swift, u herein he had jocolcly made an otFcr to his friend of a 
(iim of money, tx crj'.'a rcli^icKis, or, in plain Engiiih, to induoe 
Mr Pope to change hJs rch'gion. Orrery. — It was ncva inicrtcd 
io any former c4Uiu^ of Swifc'i Morks. 
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me the other. But if you can move every man in the 
government, who has above ten thoufand pounds » 
ye^, to fubfcribe as much as yourfelf, 1 (hall become 
a convert, as moil men do, when the Lord turns it to 
my intereft. I know they have the truth of religion fo 
much at heart, that they'd certainly give more to have 
one good fubjeft tranflated from Popery to the church of 
England, than twenty heathenifh authors out of any un- 
known tongue into ours. I therefore commiffion you, 
Mr Dean, with full authority, to tranfa£l this affair in 
xny name, and to propofe as follows. Firft, That as to 
the head of onr church, the Pope, I may engage to re- 
nounce his power, whenfoever 1 fhall receive any parti- 
cular indulgences from the head of your church, the 
•Queen. 

As to communion in one kind, I ihall alfo promife to. 
change it for communion in both, as foon as the mini- 
firy will allow me. 

Foil invocations to famts, mine fhall be turned to de- 
dications to finners, when I (hall find the. great ones of 
this world as willing to do me any good, as I believe 
thofe of the other are. 

You fee I (hall not be obfiinate in the main points. 
But there is one article I muft yeferve, and whicn yoa 
feemed not unwilling to allow me, prayer for the dead. 
There are people to whofe fouls I wi(h as well as to my 
own ; and I muft crave leave humbly to lay before 
them, that tho' the fubfcriptions above mentioned .will 
fuffice for myfelf, there are neceflary perquifites and ad- 
ditions, which I mufl demand on the (core of this cha~ 
ritable article. It is alfo to be confidered, that the 
greater part of thofe whofe ibuls I am moft concerned 
for, were unfortunately heretics, fchifmatics, poets, 
painters, or perfons of (uch lives and manners, as few 
or no churches are willing tp fave. The expencc will * 
therefore be the greater to make an effedual proviiioa**" 
for the faid fouls. 

Old Dryden, tho* a Roman Catholic, was a poet ; 
and it is revealed in the vifions of fome antient faints, 
that no poet was ever faved under fome hundred of 
maffes, I cannot fet his delivery from purgatory at 
kf& than fifty pounds Sterling. 

Walsh 
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Walsh was not only a Socinian, but (tvhat you'll 
own is harder to be faved) a Whig. He cannot mo- 
deftly be rated at lefs than an hundred. 

L'EsTRANCE being a Tory, we compute him but at 
twenty pounds ; which I hope no friend of the party 
can deny to gi^'e, to keep him from damning in the 
next life, conddering they never gave him fixpence to 
keep him from ftarving in this. 

All this together amounts to one hundred andfeven- 
ty pounds. 

Jn the next place, I mnft defire you to reprefent, that 
there are feVeral of my friends yet living, whom I de- 
%n, God willing, to outlive, in confideration of lega- 
cies ; out of which it is a doftrine in the reformed 
church, that not a farthing (hall be allowed to fave 
their fouls who gave them. 

There is one *••»••• who will die within ihefe few 
months, with ******** ontf Mr Jervas who hath grie- 
voufly offended in making the likenefs of almoft all 
things in heaven above and eartli below ; and one Mr 
Gay, an unhappy youth, who writes paftorals during 
the time of divqne fervice ; whofe cafe is the more de- 
plorable, as he hath mifcrably lavifhed away all that 
filver he fliould have referved fi^' his foul's healthy in 
buttons and loops for his coat. 

I cannot pretend to have thefe people honeftly faved 
under feme hundred pounds, whether you confider the 
ditliculty of fuch a work, or the extreme love and ten- 
dernefs 1 boar them, which will infallibly make me pufh 
this charity as far as I am able. There is but one more 
whofe falvation 1 infiil upon, and then I have done : 
but indeed it may prove of Co much greater charge than 
all the rt-ft, that I will only lay the cafe before you and 
the miniftry, and leave to their prudence and generofity, 
what fum they (hall think fit to beftow upon it. 
^ Tin: peribn I mean, is Dr Swift, a dignified clergy- 
man, but one, who, by his own confeflion, has compo- 
fc'd more libels than fcrmons. If it be true, what I 
have heard often affirmed by innocent people, That too 
much wit is dangerous to falvation, this unfortunate 
gentleman mull certainly be damned to all eternity. 
But I Lope his long experience in the world, and fre- 

queat 
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quent converfation with great men, will caufe him (as 
it has fome others) to have lefs and lefs wit every day. 
Be it as it will, I (hould not think my own foul deferved 
to be faved, if I did not endeavour to fave his ; for I 
have all the obligations in nature to him. He has 
brought me into better company than I cared for, made 
me merrier when I was fick.than I had a mind to be, 
and put me upon making poems^ on purpofe that he 
might alter them, ^c. 

J once thought I could never have difcharged my debt 
to his kindnefs ; but have lately been informed, to my 
unfpeakable comfort, that I have more than paid it all. 
For Monf de Montagne has alTured me, " that the per- 
" fon who receives a benefit obliges the giver :" for 
fmce the chief endeavour of one friend is to do good to 
the other, he who adminiders both the matter and oc- 
cafion, is the man who is liberal. At this rate it is im- 
poffible Dr. Swift Ihould be ever out of my debt, as mat- 
ters (land already : and for the future, he may expedl 
daily more obligations from 

His moft faithful y affeSionatey 

^ bumble fer<vantf 

A. Pops. 

I have finifhed the Rape of the Lock ; but I believe I 
may ilay here till Chriftmas, without hindrance of bu- 
finefs. 

L E T T E R II. 
Mr Pope to Dr Swift. 

June 18. 1714. 

WHATEVER apologies it might become me to make 
at any other time for writing to you, I fhall ufe 
none now, to a man who has owned himfelf as fplenetic 
as a cat in the country. In that circumftance, I know 
by experience a letter is a very ufeful, as well as amu- 
iing thing. If you are too bufied in ftate -affairs to read 
It, yet you may find entertainment in folding it into di- 
vers figures ; either doubling it into a pyramidical, or 

twifting 
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twlillng it into a fcrpentiiie form ; or, if your difpofttioh 
Ibould not be fo rrjathematical, in taking it wftii you to 
that place w!iere men af ftiidiotis minds are apt to fit 
longer than ordinary ; where, after an abrupt divifion 
of 3ie piper, it may not be unpleafawt to try to fit and 
rejoin ihe broken lines together* All thcfe amufements 
I am no llrainger to in the coiantr}' ; and doubt not but, 
by this time, yon begin to relilh them in your prefeni 
contemplative fttuation, 

I remember a man who was thought to have fome 
knowledge in the world, nfed to affirnip that no people 
in town ever complained they were forgotten by tlieir 
friends in the country* But my increaSng rxperience 
convinces me he was niiilaken ; for 1 find a great many 
here gtievoudy complaining of you upon this fcore, I 
am told further, that you treat the few you correfrond 
with in a very arrogant flyk ; and tell them, you aomire 
a| their infolencc in diHurbing your meditations, or evca 
inqnmng of your retreat *: buc this I will not pofitive- 
ly adert, becaufe I never received any fach mfulting e- 
piftle from you. My Lprd Oxford fays, you have not 
written to him onoe fince you went. But this perhaps 
may be only poliey in him or you ; und I, who am half 
a Whig, mull not inttrely credit any thing he affirms. 
At Button's it is reported you are gone to Hanover, and 
that Gay goes only on an cmbalTy to you* Others ap- 
prehend K^me dangerous date- treat* fe ftom j'our retlre- 
nient i and a wit v^hrj affc^s to imiute Halfac; fays, 
ih«t the mimttry now are like thoj'c heathens of old who 
jccrivcd their oracles from the woods. The gemlcmett 
of the Roman Catholic perfuafion are not unwilling to 
credit me» when I whifper, that you are gone to meet 
fome Jeftiils comniiffioncd from (he court of Rome* m 
ciH-* "^ r.,rriH the mod convenient methods to be taken 
i of the Pretender. Dr Arbuthnot is fiit- 

u i;ii nj>lnjon» and imagines your only dcfign is 
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Scriblerus *. This indeed muft be granted of greater 
importance than all the refl ; and I wifh I could pro- 
mife fo well of you. The top of my own ambition is to 
contribute to that great work^ and I fhall tranflate Ho- 
mer by the by. Mr Gay has acquainted you what pro- 
grefs I have made in it. I can't name Mr Gay, with- 
out all the acknowledgments which I fhall ever owe 
you on his account. If I writ this in verfe, I would tell 
you, you are like the fun ; and while men imagine yoa 
to be retired or abfent, are hourly exerting your indul- 
gence, and bringing things to maturity for their advan- 
tage. Of all the world, you are the man (without 
flattery) who ferve your friends with the leaft oftenta- 
tion ; it is almoil ingratitude to thank you, confidenng 
your temper; and this is the period of all my letter 
ivhich I ^ar you will think the moil impertinent. I am^ 
with the trueil afiedion. 



LETTER IIL 
From Dr Swift to Mr Pope. 

Dublin^ Junt zt, ly I ^. 

MY Lord Bilhop of Clogher f gave me your kind 
letter, full of reproaches for my not writing. I 
am naturally no very exa^l correfpondent ; and when I 
leave a country without probability of returning, I 
think as feldom as I can of what I loved or efteemed in 
it, to avoid the defidmum which of all things makes 
life moft uneaiy. But you mull give me leave to add 

one 

• This projcft (in which the principal peribns engaged were Dr %, 
Arbuthnot, Dr Swift, and Mr Pope) was, to write a complete fa- 
tire in profe upon the abufes in every branch of fcience, cokiprifed 
in the hiftory of the life and writings of Scriblerus. Of which 
only (bmc detached parts and fragments were done, fuch as, the 
Memoirs of ScribleruSj the Travels of Gulliver, the Treatije of 
the profound, die literal critkjfins on Virgil, &c. Warb, 

f Dr St George Aflw %mcrly ^ fpl!<?K of Trinity college, 
Dahltn (to whom the Dean was a pupil) aftenx-ards bifliop of 
Cioghcr, and tranflated to the ice of Decry in 1716- 17. Swifts 
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a e thing s that you talk at your cafe, being wliolly^ un- 
&ncerncd in public evetits ; fcir if your friendjt ihe 
7higs coorinue, you may hope for fome favour ; if ihc 
Tories return, yoa are at kail Aire of quiet. You know 
pw well I loved both Lord Oxford and Bolingbroke, 
bid haw dear the Duke of Ormond is to me* Do you 
nagine I cau be eafy while their enemies are endca* 
f curing to tfike OiF their beads ? / m^, H mfr/m instm 
fdh^ti fnftoi-os. — Do you imagine I can he cafy* wJien 
P think of the probable confcquences of thefe proceed* 
fgs, perhaps upon the very peace of the nadon, but 
ertainly of the mind^ of fo many hundred thoufand good 
bbjc^ f Upon the whole, you may truly attribute my 
Hence to the ediple, but it was that eclipfe which hap* 
ened on the ift of AyguH* 

I borrowed your Hom<;r from the Btihop (mine is 

Dt yet landed), and read it out in two evemngi. If k 

Bcafeth others as well as me, yea have got your end m 

ofit and reputation. Yet I am angry at fome bad 

hyines and triplets ; and pray in your iiext do not leC 

"me have fo many unjulHliable rhymes to lu^r and g^^i, 

Tifll yoo all ihf^ fruil!? \ know; onlv ^n rmip nr r^0 

jaccA yoa are , icurc ; but I i? be 

'►^tB.oacor *-- Lvveaty, » ^^■■■'^ i'r.-...^. .... ,,.... ,iJk 

' it htn^ J it k not ; tim do wc very 

t^bouiiu Ml judges, at kiiii j h^vc not the hoi>o«ir 

■^ laiantcd with them. Yoijr iiotc?& are perfefHy 

Wf- and fo arc your prefacr and cflky. You were 

pretty bold ia mentiontti^ Lord Bolingbroke in tliac 

' ^'ick but yeJlerday : E 

ij deal^ to adapt it lo 

T hspf? v^t f*o ptHhmeniary bujl- 

'3 ocver feek 

'■vi or tht-m 

rujt when i tii ' !/ 

Ct if I can get . . :, f 

B I JhaJi 

i: will .tfftW, 

^''.jT nf pi sty, . 
of I 
'. \% 
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fh^W be much indined to be on thst ^de, wties there h a 

parliamctit on ibis* But truly [ mufl be a little eafy ia 
my mind before I can think of Scriblerus. 

You are to underltand, tbat J live in the corner of 
a vail iinf\irniihed houfe- My family confiils of a Reward, 
a groom, a helper in the liable^ a footman, and an old 
maid, who are all at board-wages ^ and when I do not 
dine abroad, or make an entertainment, (which hdk i$ 
very rare) I eat a mutton*pye, and drink half a pint of 
wine. My aimifement^ are, defending my fmall domi- 
nions again fl the ArchbiAiopi and endeavouring to reduise 
my rebellions eholr, Pirditur htf€ inter mi/ers hx, I 
defire ynu will present my humble fervice to Mr Addilbu, 
Mr Congrevc, and Mr Rowc^ and Gay, I am, sluA 
will be always, extremely 

ToMKii Sec. 



m 



LETTER IV. 
JUr Pops t» Dr Swift. 
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yutte 20. 1716. 

I Cannot fafTer a fjlend to cro^ the Iriih feas, withotil 
bearing a teftimony from me of the coaitant eJbeem 
and a^eflion I am both obliged and inclined to have 
for yoa. It is better he ihould tell you than I^ how ofteti 
you ^e in our thoughts^ and in our cups, and how I 
learn to fleep left *, and drink more, whenever you are 
mined among us. I look upon a friend in Ireland, as 
upon a friend in the other world, whom (Popifhly fpeak- 
ing) 1 believe conAantly well difpofed towards me, and 
ready to do me all the good he can, in that fiate of f^pz-^ 
ration, iho' I hear nothing from him» and make addreCes 
to htm but very rarely, A ProteJlant divine cannot take 
it amifs, that I treat him in the fame manner with my 
patron faint. ^ 

I can tel! you no newt p but what you will not ftiffi* 
ciemly wonder at, that I fiiifer many thingSj as an au- 
thor militant ; whereof, in your days of prtibation^ yon 
have been a ^arcr, or you had not arrived to that iri« 

umphant 
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smphaQt ibce you now ddervedly enjoy m Hie cKurch, 
As for me, I have »o£ llie kail hopes of the carJinalet* 
tho' I fuffer for my religion in altno^ every weckfy 
paper. I have begun to take m pique at the pialms <>f 
XJavid* if tiie wicked may be credited , who liave printed 
a fcajadaloua one in my name*. This report t dare not 
difcoufage too much, in a profpe^ I have at prefeot of a 
pcft onder the Marc^iis de Langallericf; wherein if I 
can but do focnc fignal fervice agaioft the Pope, 1 may^ 
be conftderahly advanced by the Turks, the only reli- 

fious people 1 daie confide in. If it ihould happen 
ereafter, that I ihould write for the holy law of Maho* 
Miet> I hope it may make ao breach between you and 
Bie. Every one mnft live, and I beg you will not be the 
tnan to manage the controverfy againft me^ The church 
of Rome i judge (from many modern rymptomss a* wdl 
^ ancient prophecies) to be in a declining coaditioo ;. 
that of England will in a fhort time be icarce able to 
maintain her own family : fo churches fmk as g^nerall/ 
as banks in Euiope, and for the (Bme reaibn; that reli* 

gion and trade, which at firll were open and free, have 
een reduced into the management of comp&iucSt and 
the roguery of directors. 

1 don't know why I tell you all this, but that I alway* 
lovtd to talk 10 yOn ; but this is not a time for any mwoi 
10 talk to the pur pole. Trnch u a kind ofconiraband 
commodity, which 1 would not venture to export 1 and 
therefore the only thJng tending that dangerous way 
which I ftiall hy^ is, that I am^ and always will be, wilk 
the utmoiil ^nceiity^ 



E E T T E K V, 
Fr0m Dr Swif ^ #9 Mr Pope. 

jfttg. 30* 1716, 

I Had the favour of yonrs by Mr F--; of whom, before 
any other qjucHbn rclAcing to your health or fottunr, 
B5 or 

Tn C4irl*i wiJknion, 
Oac who mi4c a mlUk tbeo* as Ojisnt etnncvdhms dori^ Uncc. 



J^M ' "^ ' - ' ! ' J^ ' 



18 LE T T E R S TO A»D Let. 5. 

or fuccefs *as a poet, I inquired yoor principles in the 
common form, " Is he a Whig or Tory ?" I am forry 
to find they are not fo well tallied to the prefent jonAore 
as I could wifh. 1 always thought the terms af/iufo 
and Jure had been introduced by the poets, and that 
poficflion of any fort in kings was held an onexceptioii* 
able title in the courts of ParnaiTus. If you do not grow 
a perfedl good fubjed in all its prefent latitudes, I ihall 
conclude you are become rich, and able to live withoot ' 
dedications to men in power ; whereby one great incon- 
venience will follow, that you, and the world, and 
I>oflerity, will be utterly ignorant of their virtues. Foi; 
cither your brethren have miferably deceived us thefe 
hundred years pafi, or power confers virtue, as natn- 
Tally as five of your Popifb iacraments do grace. «.— ^Yoa 

ileep lefsr and drink more ; but your mailer Horace 

was *vi/ii fomniqui btnignus : and, as I take it, both are 
proper for your trade. As to mine, there are a thoufand 
poetical texts to confirm the one ; and as to the other, 
I know it was anciently the cuftom to ileep in temples^ 
for thofe who wopld confult the oracles, " Who didtates 
•• to me ilumbering *," ^c. 

You are an ill Catholic, or a worfe geographer ; for 
I can affure you, Ireland is not Paradife ; and I appeal 
even to any Spaniih divine, whether addrefles were ever 
made to a friend in hell, or purgatory ^ And who are 
all thefe enemies you hint at? I can only think of Curl, 
Gildon, 'Squire Burnet, Blackmore, and a few others 
whofe fame I have forgot. Tools, in my opinion, are as 
neceflary for a good writer, as pen, ink, and paper. And 
beiides, I would fain know, whether every drapier doth 
not ih^w you three or four damn'd pieces of fluff to fet 
off his good one ? However, I will grant, that one tho« 
rough £)okfelling rogue is better qualified to vex an au- 
thor, than all his contemporary fcribblers in critic or fa- 
tire, not only by flolen copies of what was incorrect, 0% 
unfit for the public, but by downright laying other 
•mens dulnefs at your door. J had a long defign upon the 
ears of that Curl, when I. was in credit ; but the rogue 
would never allow me a fair ilroke at them, altho^ my 

penknife 
* JMiltoa* 
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^Bmife was ready dfawn fti^ {harp. T or> htrdly 
Believer the rebiion of his being pmi ''*io^ the 

Wilorian pretends to have been an e\'c boi I 

B»g pardoOj fack might jio iu 'fuane would net. 

■ never faw ihe thing you mei. ritfely imptited to 
H[}y s but i think the frolics of merry hotir5> even when 
we are guilty, (hjoM not be left to the mercy of our bed 
Wendsp until Curl aed his refemblers are liaoged* 

■ With rubmiiBQn to the better jodgme^t of yois and 
Bour friend?, I take your proje^of an employment «n» 
Her the Turks to be idle and unnecciTajy. Have a little 
btiente, and vou Villi find more merit and encotimge* 
Blcni at home by the fame methods, Yoi^ are tmgtitr* 
bI to your country i quit but yotir own religion, and H- 
Blcult: out 5, and that wlU allow you n free choice for any 
•theri or for none at all, and pay you well into the bar- 

gain* Therefore prtiy do not rtin and difgract i*<g 

the Tutks^ by tilling them you were forced * 'ar 

ttative homci beciofe wc would oblige: ycii to be aChri- 
Bjan^ whereas we wttl make it appear to all the worlds 
mat wc only c? : i be a Whig, 

B T*i E It E is a ;i L . 5 Qojjkcr in this town, who 

■writes series to hiL not very cosre^* but in a 

HBia purely w?i at .. ^ i Quaker fliould dOj com- 

^^HUng her look and habit* Es'r. It gsve me a hint» 
HMkiet of Quaker pailorah might fucceed. if our frieiui 
Bay • couldlancy it, and I think it 2 fruitful fubjea. 
Wt^y hear what he %s* I bcbeve further, the paftoral 
Hdicde h not c>;hauf.ed ; and that a porter* footman* 
Mr cbafrmdn's paitoral f might do well* Or what tJiiiik 
hoy of a Newgate paitoral^ among the whores and 
Hiieves tJiere f 

W Lastly, to condiide, I love yoa never tjic worfe for 
Kldom writing to yOu, 1 am m an obfcure fcenc, uhei^ 
Boa koow neither thing nor perfon. I can only zntw^t 
Koaii> which I promiic to do after 1 fortf whenever 
K ymj 

Kt-Cfly wMt- 1 paftoral ef thh kirtJ» which if pWinicd ill ta^ia 
^^Ki i vfxtdc i>it£ of tM$ IlIuJ, ladilej, Dawm mS 
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yon chink fit to employ me. But i cati aftme yoti» the 
Icene and the times have deprelTei me wonderfufjy i for 
I will impute no defed to thofe Ewo paltry years which 
ha.ve flJpt by fmce I had ihe happineis lo lee you^ J aa, 
witli the Uueli eilcenij 



1 E T T E R VI,* 
Fr^m Df'SwiwT to MrfopEf* 



I 



A Thou (and things have vexed me of late years, up* 

** on which I am determined to lay open my mind 

to you, I rather cJhufc to appeal to you than to my 

Loid 

• Tbii letter Mr Pope never receipt d, nor did lie believe k w« 
etif km. Pope and IFarb. 

f This letter dcfcfvcsthe greater attention, as it nremstofarnifli 
fftore tnitcrials ofDr Swift's life anS prmclpUs^ than any other of 
hit cpiftohry writings. The letter hreithes an sir of finccrtty and 
freedom, and U addreded to a particular friend, ax a. time when tile 
Tkws «f afnbittoa were at an end- h may the reft) re be coufidcred 
a^ a corrfenioQ qC ont deparung from this wotld^ ^'ho otAy is tjc- 
lirous CO vimlicate hj£ owd eharaderi aad 15 anxious that his alhc« 
may tcft in peace. 

It wiswniten immedintely after the arbitrary conJu^of ^ Jti4ge 
in Itehndt who endeavoured! to deflroy the freedom of juries, ^md 
i^olctjucntly the very cfltncc of that liberty and iafety whidi w^ 
liave a right to pollefs by the eool^imtioii of our Qatc. Swift very 
jcncrouilvrdecbrcs him fidf avetft to all rigorous pmcecdingsagaiiift 
pcrC^na fufpdflcd of problem atkal guilt. ** By iiich i}n€t Inquirtcs;'* 
«yt he, **a gate is left open to the whole tribe of mP>rmpr5 ; the 
** moll aeeurledT profUtute^ and abandoned race^ that God ever p«t- 
•• mttted to plague maokmd." Upon this fubjefl I catiiiot avoid re- 
ctilLifting fome particulars ham a book, which has Jatily given me 
grctt tichght and mftrutlion. and which I recommend very wartu^ 
ly lo your peniJal. I mean U tfprit ict hJx. The author^ M, 
lie Montcfqnieci, oblervc^ ^* that infomjers have been chiefly et>- 
*• cou raged uniJer the mo9i. tyrannical governments. In the rei^nl 
*• of Tibernii triumphal ornaments were conferred upon them, and 
'* Itacues ertfkd to their honour. In the rdgn of Nero^ upon Ehc 
** discovery and punilhiment of a pretended corilpiracyk triumphal 
•• dienities were allotted to Turpilbnu^H Cocceius Ncrva, and Ti- 
** ^fiitiiw**' In another part of his book, \ht BatfJD de Monte- 
l^aietl takes notice, '* that, in Turkey, where little regard js 
*^ ihewD to the Jionour, HveH or %^it% of the ilttijcO^ ^ caiifca 
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Lord Chief Juilice Whitftied, under the ftraaiioii I am 
inp For I take this cuufe properly to lie befare yoa. 
You are amach fitter judgt of whai conceriis the credit 

of 



»* ire detcrmiiwd by the pfdiiliflg Hafhuw ; utiJ bi Rome, tfccs 
•• judges hod iw more to do tiian to dedare, that the ptrtbn tc~ 
■* cu&d was guilty of a pankular crime, xtid then the puoifh^ 
** mrnt was found in tfie liwff/* From th^fc^and other examples 
ef artUrary g«7ert)mciic, lhi£ dcgant author takes z pafHcuIar 
|)kafurE in diRiD^itifluog ^nd admiring the civil conflituEion of 
Enghnd; where, he (kys, ^* the jury det^rtnine, whether ihc fa£l 
** biijui^ht under their c<>|giiiliiicek be proved or not ; if it he pvo* 
" vcd, tljc jtid^K pronaudcei the pwtiifhmcnt in titled by thekw lor 
** luch a paftioibr h£k: and tor this/' adds the Baron, ** he 
'* need only opra thdr eyes*'* But if M. dc Moi5tcl<)uku hal 
read Swirc'» letter^ or mdecd had recolkded many ooToriouii fit£ls 
of our history, he miift have obterved, diat tlie judges have been 
often dtaf Co the repeated Totce of the jtiry» Mii hav<; not only 
Ihut their eyes afabfl o«r excellent hws, b tit have atfumcd ** that 
** tcffibtc and mcnacbg 4tr which Commodu^ ordered to bcgiv&O 

" tu hi* n*tucs." 

The metht>d of tnals by juries, if ^cuerally looked upon ii one 
of the mofl eKccllent braochcs of our eotifliiution. In theory it 
cfrLiiiiK ippcarf in thiit light. According to the ©rigirjal c^ 
JV , the jurors are to be men of coinpetent forurots in 

ti. '^fhood; and are to be fb avowedly iadiflcrent bctivoca 

th« ^i(UC4 cooceroedi that no reasonable exception can be ina4e 
to tneia oti either Gdc. In trcACoTi^ the perion accuftd hai a rl^c 
to eltiHewge five md thirty, ind ui felony twenty, wlrhout fliew^ 
m^ eade of ehalkngc, KotMug cad be more e<iiittable. Ho 
pnlbtier ean defire a Eirer 6eld. But the misfortune is, thjic ouf 
juries ar« often compolcd of moi of mean efiatcjj and lovt ijo- 
dctdinimgi, ?J.ii3v utMi^ruft poiats of law are Wought bef<?fc 
them* And t; I verdict ^ hen ptr hips they arc not 

Cflp?»blr f*f J . pcfty and jnJiciouJny^ fiich eke m it* 

t-^i -, Jiho* ihc jitdges of the court explaiti the natufe 

< I and the Uw vthldi ariics upon it. But if they ire 

I' ' ' ' ;' , : ' 'Uptimes. I fc*ij'. fjran) their 

:i, Thit Indeed it an e4* 



ihuit lite verdjit mty fK>lLhlf 
ti©t by rr'tivifiion' of tijufet* 
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efa welter, the injarifsthmt are done him, ajid ihe re* 
paratforja he aught lo feceivc. Belides, I doubt whe- 
ther the arguments J could fugged to prove my owij in- 
tiocence, would be of much weight from the gentlemen 
of ihe long robe to ihofe in furs, upon whofe dedfion, 
about the dif erence of ilyle or fentimeiits, I fliould be 
very unwilling to leave the merits of my caufe. 

Give me ka\e then to put you in mind (altho' you 
cannot eafiiy forget it), that, about ten weeks before the 
Queen's death* I left the town, upon occafion of that 
incurable breach among the great men at court* and 
went down to Berkfhtre ; wliere you may rciuember 

that 

^'ihe mee of property auiJ pawcr !ii tlr^t ktft^dom : hi owc^ ihcm 
^'tio ohWgmoTiBi afid whlSc by hi; ■ 

' their poftcrity bappy, b« (breed f' 
tut amv^riU appfaufc* HTs cofldui'i was to uiTijiMTr. .iju t-f,>!ikii«L 
In ihe caiife of Ireland, that he not <m\y gained tfic prajlc, ^bt 
tlir cotiftJ^nte of tfiat \thoIe^ nation ; wh6 are a pcfjple fcfilom^lf 
ever, inclined to ftuJy and purfuc tliclr owa intertf^, and who are 
ilivays eKoccdingly apt to fiilpcft any advice that h contrary, or 
ifl defiance to s iniiiifteHal<firc£Hon. 

Swift*^ prindpks of government Rem to haVc been fbuiide*! upon 
tbat excellent m^^imt Salus p&puli fufnma ej} kx. He begins by 
deadnrbhTifelF from Jacobkimi. He fpfaks of the K,cvomtloii 
as m neccfTaiy, but d:ingeroui expettSeot, wtiii^h ha^ lince been at* 
tctjJed %'ith ilnavoldable bad confequences* He declares his m^rul 
antipiitiiy to ftaiiding armies in time of |>ea<c. He adoiei the Aif- 
^om of that infHtutitjti which rendered onr paiji^ 
He prcJ^rs the landed to thcttioiicycd intereft/ and . 
fclc abhorrence to Ihe fiifpenfi^n of tbofe laws M^on 
berty of the fubjea depends^ When thtJe arttcles ^ 
tcHPM arc tXJimincdj they M'ilMeave no toom for any on. 
br party to oil^iJmc the hondilr of having had htm ii^ then 
He was neithdr Vvliig nor Tory, ncUht^r Jacuhire nor Rcf i,..,.^^... 

* Be WHS Dr Swift. 

His judgment m relatton to the Viilble ittiy of Ittcrattire aiid 
^ood ft^nfc, is perfectly jafl. lU ^ttdbutes this natton4teftIainity 
lo the prevtiih-jg Tnxury of tli^ times ■ whkh he iniO^ariccs In IBj: 

* fi illverljons, all 
* • t .His fenti' 

* iPLiiti .tru aciivcTL'Q nioro '-vk:! cnu- '7 "^ ' ■■ " 
'*^lWne: and the conctaG^n of tJi 

ccUtnt a d«!ftncc of hi^ own mannu -^ -f,, -. 

la reptd to his memoiy, I muf^ be at i' 't tratiiciibing 

il* [Here the laft paragraph uf the lettc ■ J ] 

In ihoftp this, letter h one* of the mo St i^i ious and btfl per* 
*if^rm^tic€i tiiAt he has giirtu us va ibc cij^M^tY ^*y* O^^^r/. 
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thai you gave me the fevour of 3i vlfit* WhiW I was in 
that rcrtirement, 1 writ a difcourfe which I thought might 
be ufcful in fuch a jundare of affairs, and km k up tn 
London ; but, upon fume difference in opinion beu^ei . 
tnc ^ni a certairi great minillcr now abroad, the ^ ^ 
blilhing of it was deferred Co long, that the Queen dit'di 
and 1 recalled my cppy^ which hath been ever fince iii 
fafc hands* In a few weeks after the lofs of that excel- 
lent P|iticefa» I came to my ilatbn h^it ; where I have 
conticued ever fmce in the greateH pfivacy, and alter 
ignorance of thofc events \vhich are moft ct^mmonly 
talked of in the worjd. 1 neither know tlie names nor 
number of the royal family which now i'eign&, fyrther 
than ihe prayer-book informs me, 1 cannot tell who 
is cbanccilor, who arc fecrctai iea, nor with what nadona 
we are in pescc or war. And this manner of life wiis not 
t&ken up out of any fort of aifeiflation^ but merely to a* 
void giving office, and tor fear of provoking party* 

1 had indeed written feme memorials of the four lall 
^caj^i of the Qv)f' ■ i, with fome r " : ■ i t- 

lipn& which I rcc . qcceffary matL / 

yjte: fbr doing fomcUiuig in an cmploymeni Ukji doJigjicd 
nR* * but, as k wa^i at the difpoial of a perfon who ha4 
not [he fmallefl Hi are of ilcadinei^ or fmcerity, I dif> 
daincd to accept it, 

The^e papers, at my few hours of health andkifure, 
I have bcsui digclling into order by one Ihect at a timcf ; 
for 1 d4re not venture aay fur thcri Icil the htimour of 

fearching 
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f TKcfc p^pi^ri fame ycari tfrer were brought fiiii(!icd 
Dfan wtn f ^^[TL'jnd ^vhh 'stt fttirnrwin ro piMSlli them Hut 

.on '.' ... 
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fearchkg and felzing papers (honli revive ; not that I 
am in pum of any danger to myfelf (for they contaifi 
uotlung of prcfent times or perfons, upon which I Hiall 
never lofe a thoDght while diere is a cat or a fpanicl in 
the hopfe), but to prefervc ihein from beieg loft amoiig 
raefTeiigers and clerks, 

I have writtea in this kingdom, a diftoprfe to per-- 
fnade the wretched people to wear their own manyfk- 
ftures iniiead of thofe from England *. This treatlle 
foon fpread very fail) being agreeable to the fentimcnts 
of the whole nation J except of thofe gentlemen who had 
employments, or were ej^peftants. Upon which a per- 
fon ingrent office here immediately took the alarm, He 
lent in hafte for the Chief Juftice, and informed him of 
a feditiot^Sj ia£lions, arid virulent pamphlet, lately pum 
blifhedt with a deiign of fetting the two kingdoms at ira- 
fiance ; dtrefling at the fame time, that the printer 
JhoLiId be profecuted with the utmoft rigonr of law. The 
Chief Jttllice had fo quick an wnderftanding, that be re- 
folved, if poiTible, to outdo his orders. The grand juries 
of the county and city were pradifed effectually with, to 
reprefent the faid pamphlet with all aggravating epi- 
thets j for which they had thanks fent them from Eti* 
gland, and their prefencments published for feveral weeki 
in all the ucws-papers* The printer was feized, and 
forced to give great bail. After his trial the jury brought 
him in not guilty, altho* they had been culled with ihe 
utmoit indullry ; the Chief Jnftice fent them back nine 
times» and kept them eleven hours, until being perfe^- 
ly tired out, they were forced to leave the matter to the 
rnercy of the judge, by what they call a fpectal verdift. 
During the trial, the Chief Jufticcj among other ftngu- 
larities, laid his hand on his brcaft, and proteded folemti- 
ly, that the an thorns defign was to bring in the Prc^ 
tender i aldio' there was not a fjngle fyllable of party in 
the whole tread fe, and altho* it was known, that the ^ 
moft eminent oT thofe who profelTcd his own principles, 
publicly difaltowed his proceedings. But the cauf^ 
neing fo very odious and impopular, the trial of the vcr- 
did was deferred from one term to another, until, upon. 



• A^Topo£A for the umverfal ufe of Irilh matmfiifliirei* Pq 



I 



FROM Bh S W I F T. / Sf 

the Duka of G — ft — n the Lord Lieutensnfs arrival, 
his Grace I after malurc advice, and pertniifioti from 
England, was pleafed to grant a Nuii pr^ffqui. 

This i^ the more remarkable, bccaufe it b faid tliat the 
man is no til decider m common cafes of property, 
ivhcre ^uiy is out of the qaeftiotx : but when that in- 
tervenes, with ambition at heeh to pu(h it forward, it 
muft needs confound any man of little fpirit, and low 
birth, who hath no other endowment than ilMt fort of 
knowledge, which, however po0effed in the high eft de- 
gree, can poiEbly give no one good quality to the 
mind •. 

It is ime^ I Have been much concerned for feverd 
yean palt» upon account of the public as well as for my^ 
fcif, to fee how ilJ a talk for wn and fenfc prevails in the 
world* which politics, and fouth ft?a, and pajty, and ope- 
ra's, and mafquerades, have introduced* For, bcfidei 
many jnfipid papers which the mah'ce of feme hath in- 
tJtled me to, there are many perfons appearing to wiih 
me welU and pretending to be judgca of my flyle and 
man net, who have yet afcrlbed ftjme writings to me* 
of which any man of common ienfe and literature would 
be hearfily afliamed* I cannot ^rbcar inftancing a trea- 
Vol. IV, C • life 






•\g^ €f Uic laws, by wbith dviliird i*j. v- 

■irsff QTtc j^md quaUty to th miftff^ h m ik* if 

«^li'wu j'ui lit: bws arc lo confidcraMe a iNirl^ z vtiy i4ij^ior;:iI.4e 
Ittdy, Ttic htil divition of the fcienc«» is that old cue of llTt>, 
in' -'"'-- _i. IV" analogic '^^ ' ' ' '^ ' ■ ' ij 

- : ro the two I I 

t^ ^n ; atiJ jL_,: _,_ .;_ . il 

U .y iti tlus imporrant icrvicc* Au^i y^ 

h^ run mend thehriirr, ihcy mull Ix . Ii 

Itjvc II ohjcA. ai 91 r«j.f nuble, afaciih *tnJ i dxA be- 

inji;. *'■ iiT all includtd itndcj- ctHct^ whether ymj $ .[| 



'J 
It. 



E\ptr,,r€ l^iif the hell fi^i ^H 

>K : <ir(»vtd, or thcLil ironufKdK (^oi^. I 
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tife called a Dedication upon dedications j which many would 
have to be mine ; aihho' it be as empty, dry, and fer- 
vile a compofition, as I remember at any time to have 
read. But, above all, there is one circumftance which 
makes it impoflible for me to have been author of n 
treatife, wherein there are feveral pages containing a 
panegyric on King George ; of whole diara6ter and pcr- 
fon J am utterly ignorant, nor ever had once the curio- 
fity to inquire into either, living at fo great a diftance as 
I do, and having long done with whatever can relate 
to public matters. 

Indeed, I have formerly delivered my thoughts vcrjr 
freely, whether I were afked or no ; but never afie^led 
to be a counfellor, to which I had no manner of call. I 
was humbled enough to fee myfelf fo far outdone by the 
Earl of Oxford in my own trade as a fcholar, and too 
good a courtier not to difcover his contempt of thofe who 
would be men of importance out of their fphere. Be« 
fides, to fay the truth, altho' I have known many great 
miniflers ready enough to hear opinions, yet I have hard- 
ly feen one that would ever defcend to take advice : and 
this pedantry arifeth from a maxim themfelves do not 
believe at the fame time they pradife by it. That there 
is fomething profound in politics, which men of plain 
honefl fenfe cannot arrive to. 

I only wiih my endeavours had fucceeded better in 
the great point I had at heart, which was that of recon- 
oiling the miniflers to each other. This might have 
been done, if others who had more concern and more 
influence, would have a£ted their parts ; and if this had 
fucceeded, the public intereft, both of church and ftatc, 
would not have been the woi fc, nor the Proteflant fuc- 
Ceflion endangered. 

But, whatever opportunities a conftant attendance of 
four years might have given me for endeavouring to do 
good offices to particular perfons, I deferve at leaft t% 
find tolerable quarter from thofe of the other party ; for 
many of which I was a conftant advocate with the Eaii 
of Oxford, and for this I appeal to his Lordfhip. He 
knows how often I preffed him in favour of Mr AddUbn, 
Mr Congreve, Mr Rowe, and Mr Steele i altho' I free- 
ly confeis, that his Lordihip's kindnefs to them was 

altogether 
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sliagttiitr oiKring to KIs genf reus notjot^^ and the eflcem 
lie had for their wit and partSj of which I couM only pre- 
lend lo be a remembrancer* For 1 can never forget the 
iinr«vtr he give to the late Lord HuhBiXt who* ^pon the 
firft chftiige of the mimflry> iriterccded with him (t> fpare 
Mr Cotigrcv^, It was hy fepeating th^rfc two tines of 
Virgii, 

Fiirfuant to which he always treated Mr. Congreve with 
the greateft pcrfonal civilities, aEuring him of his cod- 
ftant favoor and protefVion ; and adding, that he wooM 
Siudy CO do fomething better for him. 

I remember it was in ihofc timet a ufual ftabjcfi of 
raillery towafds me among the mlniilert, that I never 
came to them withoul a Whig m my ileeve i which I 
do not fay wich any view towards making my court : 
lor the new principles * £3ced to thofe of that deno[ntna'> 
tion, I did theiSt and do now from my heart abhor ^ de- 
teil, znd abjure, as wholly degenerate from their piede-^ 
cci!bn ,. I have oonveiird m fome freedom with more 
minifteri of Jktt of all ptartiea, clian ofnally happens U> 
men of my level i and 1 confe&» in thcix capadiy as mi* 
iiiAers, I look upon tiiem as a race of people whcife m* 

ru&tanc« no mui would cooj-e^ other t^ 

fcore of vanity or imbiiion. The ^u ai^ 

eW (and h the viae of low minds ; for n m^n n't ipiru i« 
too proud to be vain), and the othct ^vas aot my caft!« 
Befides, having never received m- Jie fmall fa- 

vour, J waa onder no neccHity of b'-' ^ -^ve to men 
ill power ; but chofe my fiiencfs by thnr p(frron;d mc* 
TJt, withoot Ljcaminiiig how iar their notions agreed 
with the politics iheo in vogue* I frequcDtly ctinverfcd 
^jth Mr Addifon* and the oth'.*"-- t ., H,>i.,l f.^.^r^j Mr 
Ste4fle}, during all my i,ofd (> r 

Addifon'jtfriendihip to me coniuiu^L, *4,..^.,^..ic. .*.iu .a^ 
jiiiidi kindoefs as when we ufed to meet ar tay Lord 
C 2 Som* 

* tie meiTii Tv^rticulady the ptbc^pk At iliM time durfei ti^un 
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rhiggiih or f^riatical ger.: r 

5lh of this kingdom ; ' - 

iJiJit n urn bei* o I Cro m a e li ^ lu ai : n , 

blilhcd hare, who were aH of ihe iburetl 
hrucaneft biith, and whole posterity are^ 

BTi of their laiads and thdr prmcipfcs, 
at! bf; cot>felTed» that of bie fome |kh3* 

ry are grown weary of qtiarrcUingj be* 

btr great niottve of quaj-rcllifvg, is at tm* 
dandly worih conic nding who ihall be utk 
^l ,'a coa ntry > vicar^ a critr i a ib« co urts» or an * 

be inclined to think, that a perforin 

,..v'c been, muft at fome time or other* 

I very dangerous opinsons in govermment^ 

) whtch, I will tell you what my political 

in the time of her late glorious Majeft/t 

ccmtradlde^ by a&y adUon^ %ritiiag» or 

T -' - deciared myfelf .igmnftV popifc fuc- 
whatever title he nnght have by. 
ti:y cr Lijood. Ncjlher did 1 ever regard th& 
except upon two accounts ; fir it, as it was c* 
Law ; and, iecondly, a^ it hath much weight 
f of the people : for neccflity may aholifH 
iiioi alter the fentitne.^ts of the vulgar ; 
cc^ bebg perhaps she moll popular q£ 
I therefore ir> great changes, whej> that 
wfll remab miich heart-burning and 
Hg the nieaaer people j whkli, under a 
' coii'upt adminiilration, may have ihm 
jices upon the peace of any llate, 
I called a revolution principle* my opini- 
liat whenever lhof<r evih which ufualiy at- 
^^vmlcnt change of govcrnmei>t, were 
ity fo pernicious as the grievances wcfuf< 
cot power f then the.publtG good wiH ju-. 
'uiion. And this 1 took to have becft 
iVrr- nf Orange^ expedition ; aUhof 
roduced fomc very bad effects, 
■ enough by us, 

a mortal ajiiipathy again !l 
^ 3 li^iidiiv^ 
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jnefi • or Halifax, wKo were leaders of the oppoAte 
party- 

I would infer from all this, that it is with great tn- 
juilice I have thefe many years been pelted by your 
pain phi e leers J merely opon account of fome regard 
which the Queen's lall minJfters were plcaTed to have 
for me : and yet in my confcience I think J am a par- 
faker in every ill defign they had againll the Protefetit 
lucceiTion, or the libeities and religion of their country ; 
and^can fiy with Cicero, '* that I ihould be proud to be 
** iiicluJed with them in all their anions » tanqitam im 
** tqm Trf^stio," But if 1 have never difcove red, by my 
words, writlnga, or anions ^ any party-virnleiice -f, or 
dangercus dcfigns againft the prefent powers ; if mf 
fricndlhip and converfation were equally fhewn amotag 
ihofe who liked or difapproved the proceedings then at 
court, and that I was known to be a common friend of 
mil deftr ving perfons of the latter fort, when they were 
in diiUefs; J cannot but think it hard, that I ant not 
HiHered to run quietly among the common Kord of peo- 
ple, whofe opinions unfortunately differ from lAxoCe 
which lead to fevour and preferment* 

I ought to let you know, that the thing we called a 
M^ig in England, is a creature altogether different frotn 
fhofe of the fame denomination here i at lea fl it was fo 
during the reign of her late Majeity* Whether thofc on 
your fide have changed or no, it hath not been my ba^ 
finefs to inquire. I remember my excellent friend Mr 
Addifon, when he firfl came over hither fccretary to the 
Ear! of Wharton, then Lord Lieutenant, was extremely^ 
offended at the conduct and di&ourfe of the chief man a* 
gers here. He told me, they were a fort of people wHo^ 
ieemed to think, that the principles of a Whig confifled 
in nothing elfe but damning the churchy reviling the* 
clergy » abetting the DiiTenters, and fpeaking contempti-* 
bly of revealed religion, ^ 

I was difcourCng (ome years ago with a certain mini. 

Ikr 

• Lord Sommers had very warmly recona mended Dr Swift Co 
fhcfavaurof Lord \V barton, when he went the QLccn*s Licutcnajji 
into Ireland m the year 1709. Wjrb. 

f The Blx/iminrrt, I C^ppgfe, w^rc nul then piibl^ed ajptt^igt^ 
the Ikaa^s worjts. H^arL 
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iter about thai whiggtili or fanatical genius Co prevalent 
acnong the Englifh of this kingdom : his LordfhJp ac- 
ccanicd for it by that number of Gromwcirs fcjUiers, 
adveRturci ' ' 'i here, who were al! of the fourelt 

levetit 81*1 ;idl bifth, and wliofe pollerity are- 

now In p if iheif lands ajid iheir prmciples. 

However, . . c conferred J that of late fome peo- 

ple in this couuuy are grown weary of quarrelitng, be* 
cauie intcrcil, the great motive of quarrelling, is at aa 
end i for it is hirdly worth contending who ihall be Hfv 
excifem^n* a coantry-vicar, a crier in th« courts, oraii< 
uiidcr^dork. 

Yau will perhaps be inclined to think, that a perfoti.' 
foil! treuted as I have been, roiift at fotne time or other 
have difcovered very dangerous opinions in goveristnent* 
In anfwcr to which » I wilt tell you what my political 
principles were in the time of her late glorious Majcftv^ 
which I never con trad ided hy any a£Uon, writing, or 
dirconrfe. 

FtRftT, I always declared myfelf againftV popKh fuc* 
celTor to the crown, whatever title he might have hf 
the proximity of blood. Neither did 1 ever regard the 
right line, except npon two accounts t ^i^t a^ it was c« 
Jlabhihed hy law ^ .nnd, fecotidly, a^ it hath mmh weight 
in the opinions of the people : for neceiiity may abolilh 
»nv l;4w, btit cannot alter the fcntiwents of the vulgar ; 
j-^ iienuncc being pethaps die r il^r of 

A- and therefore irv grc?ii chaii_ n ih^it 

is bigWj there will remain murh hcAU-b i;l 

dirconient amoTt^ the mcimcr people, vvKm 4 

weak priiM -ly have iha 

wortt confe :^ c. 

A^ to what ii 

on vv»,^ Uiij^, T:: 

3 viottrnt: 

V in pen. J 

HVCf* UVLi 
^ ., vil^. Ao'i 

cafe m the Frmce- v.' 
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iimding armies in times of pe^e ; becaufo I uH^mrt 

took rtandmg armies to be only fcrvants L /* ' , tbe 
ma'/ler of the /aiuify fot keeping hii own . ju 

flavcry ; and becau/e 1 conceived, that a fniict; who 
could not think himfelf feccire without mercenary traopi, 
mud needs have a fepa rale intefell from thtt of hi$ f^b- 
jedi ; aliho' I am not ignorant of thofe arttlicial no* 
ccflities which a corrupted minifoy can create for keep- 
ing op forces to fupport a fadion againil th^ public in^ 

As to paf1iaments> I adofed the wifJotn of ^that Go- 
thic inilimtion which made thetn aoniiaJ i and J vva* 
confident our liberty could never be pUced upon a firm 
found ation, oodl that antient law were reHorcd among 
m. For who fees not, that while ftich affemblies aie 
pertnitted to have a longer duradon, there grows wpa 
commerce of corruption between the minillry and the 
deputies, wherein they both Und their accomfits, to the 
manifeft danger of liberty } which traffic would neither 
tnfwer the deCgB nor expcnce, if parliatnents met omc 
a year. 

J ever abominated that fchemeof politics, (now aboaf 
thirty years old), of fettifig up a moneyed intereft in op- 
pofition to the landed* For I conceived^ there could 
not be a truer maxim m our government than this» 
That the poffeCors of the foil are the beft judges of what 

' I the advantage of the kingdom. If others had 
, Mght the fame way, funds of credit and South fe* 
p/oje^s would neither have been felt nm heai^d of* 

I could oex^er difcover the neccSity of fufpendijig any 
Jaw upon which tlie liberty of the moil innocent per* 
ibns depended ; neither do I think this prafltce hatb 
made the tafte of arbitmry power fo agreeable, a^ that 
we Ih^^uld dcilje 10 fee it repeated. Every rebeUipn 
fubdaed and plot dircovered^ cotitiibtite to the firmer 
ttlabliihment of the Prince* In the latter cafe the kngi 
of confpirators i^ entirely broke* and they are to begm 
their work anew under a thoufand di fad vantages : 0^ 
that thofe diligent inquiries into remote and proble- 
snatical goiic, with anew power of mforciog them by 
chaiJis and dungeons, to evtry perfon whole face a rtiint^ 
fi£i llimkh iit to diilike, are not otily oppofite to that 
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a, w(ik>i decUretli il betlcr iKat ccf» guilcv men 
^b»pc, than oiic innocent fuffer ; bat lite wife 
wide open to the whole tribe of informc/s, 
111** morf «ccaricd, and proftjmtc, and abandoiied rac$, 
;iia: God ever permitted to plague mankindt 

It is true the Romaiis had a cullom of churmg a dic- 
HlOf, during whofe admrnlHrauon the power of other 
roagiflfaies was fufpendcd. But this was ^onc upon tbe 
^'/citetl emergencies ; a war near their doors, or foiae 
civil diirenfion : fof aimies mufl be governed hf arbitrsrr 
power. But wheti the viftiie of that commonwealtfi 
jiave pJace to luxury ajtd ambidon, this very office of 
diiftator became perpetual, in the perfoi*& of the Cmdn 
and their fucccfTorsj the mo ft tnfantous tyrants that have 
any where appesied in liory. 

Tif£?K arc fomeof the fentiineTita I had ivlating to- 
fuhlk nWms, while I was in the world* M'laai tl»cy ifc 
nc prefent, h of Jiitle importance ather lo chat or my* 
felt ; neither c^n I truly fay I have any at aJl 9 or, ir I 
hsAf I dare not venture to publilb them i for however 
ortbodcix they may be while I am now writing, they 
may become criminal enough to bring me into trouble 
before tnidfummef. And indeed I have often wilhcd 
for fometime pall* thsit a pcilidtal catechlJm might be pu- 
bliibcd by amhonty four times a year^ in order to tn* 
Am& ti- how wft are 10 f pen It. \vriTCt and ;t^, d tiring 
he f irter, I have 1 

■ nfjor : for, r,, 



lio "■ ■ 
plowed nboat a n 
id perfon* 1 
a to an in obi 



Dy MvjiDCrnpccr* 

ic feem* bad been 

I have palTcd for a djf» 

r^rij tmu' iiJIe il tliinj* it 



••-Iter, vv..... ,,.. .J.-.;.. ..; ;^. .,-.. u-i- 

r^rd the ruuid* of men, that- nt 

«iUend to anything elle- 1 ;*^ ; y^.mju/I 
rs time to libel und ;iccuie ine* but c:in- 
itnufe 10 hear my defence, So k a plot- 
c, I have often Icnownjn tnnocrni mai> 
pQ anu uuprifoned, and forced to lie ^ver.i! tncnths 
\ d»^tu, while tW mhiiilrrs were not at ieil'ure to bear 

hia 
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his petition, until they had profecated and hanged the- 
number they propofcd. 

All I can reafonably hope for by- this letter, is to con- 
vince my friends, and others who are pleafed to wifli me 
well, that I have neither been fo ill a fubje£l,norfb flu- 
pid an author, as I have been reprefented by the viru- 
lence of libellers ; whofe malice hath taken' the fame. 
train in both, by fathering dangerous principles in go. 
vernment upon me, which J never maintained ;., and in« 
fipid productions, which I am not capable of writing.. 
For however I may have been foured by perfbnal ill 
treatment, or by melancholy profpeds for the public, I. 
am too much a politician to expoie my own fafety by. 
ofFenfive words. And if my genius and fpirit be funk by- 
increafing years, I have at leall enough difcretion left»t 
not to miilake the meafure of my own abilities, by at- 
tempting fubjedls where thofe talents are neceHary^^ 
which perhaps I may have, lofl with m^ youth. 



L E T T E R VIL 
Dr Swift to Mr Gay. 

Dublin, Jan, 8. 17 2 2-3;. 

COming home after a fiiort Chriilmas ramble, I founds 
a letter upon my table ; and little expefted when L 
opened it,. to read your name atihe bottom. The. heft 
and greateft part of my life, until thefe laft eight years,r 
I fpent in England ; there 1 made my friendihips^ and 
there I left my defires. I am condemned for ever ta 
another country. What is in prudence to be done ? I 
think, to be ohliiufqne meonwit ohli'vijcendm et illis. What 
can be the deiign of your. letter bnt malice, to wake met 
out of a fcurvy fleep, which however is better than none ? 
lam towards nine years older fince 1 left - you ; yet 
that is theleaftof my alterations-: my bufinefs, my di- ^ 
veWions, my converfations, are all entirely changed for 
the worfe, and fo are my iludies and my amufements ia 
writing. Yet, after all, this humdrum way of life might 
be paflafele enough, if you would let me alone. I fhall 
not be able to reliih my wine, my parfons, my horfes, 

nor 
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nor my garcleor for three months, until the fpini you 
ha%'e id fed iliaJl be dirpoflefled* I have fomedmei 
wondered that 1 have not villted you ; but I Have been 
ftopt by too matiy reafons, befides years and kzinefs s 
ana yet thefe a^e very good ones. Upon jny return 
after half a year amongft: you, there would be to me di^ 
^deri& ne€ pudpt nt€ msdas, I was three years reconciliug 
fnyfeiftO the fcenCi and the bufinefs to which fortune 
bath condemned me ; and llupidiiy was what I had re* 
courfe to^ BefideSf wliat a figure lliould I maive in Lon« 
don J while my friendi arc in poverty, exile* diftrefst or 
imprifonment, and my enemies with rods of iron ^ Vet 
I often threaten myfelf with the journey^ and am every 
fummer pradiling to get health to bear it : the only in* 
convenience 11, tliat I grow old in the c3f peri men t. 
Akho' J care not to talk 10 you as a divine, yet 1 hope 
you have not been author of your colic » Do you drink 
bad wine, or keep bad company ? are you not as many 
years older as 1 1 it will not be always, tt tihi quQi mikr 
dffmpferii appomt anmi* I am heartily forry you have 
any dealings with that ugly dilkmperj and 1 l^elicve 
our friend Arburthnot will recommend you to temper- 
ance and exercife* I wilh they could have as good an 
effc^ upE>n the giddinefa I am fubjc£l to, and which this 
fnoment 1 am not free from. I fbouM have been glad 
if you had lengthened your letter, by telling me the pr^ 
feot condition of many of my old acquaintance, Con- 
grevc, Arburthnot, Lewis, £ff^ ; but you mention only 
Mr Pope^ who, I belie ve* h lasy, or elfe he might have 
added three lines of his oi*'n» J am cKtremely glad he 
u not in your cafe of needing great metii favour, and 
ecu Id heartily wjOi that you were in Kis. 1 have been 
confidtring why poeti have fudi ill fuccefs in making 
ihcij court, Jlncc they are allowed to be the greatcd and 
beft of all ^attciers. The dcfe^ is, that they tiiiiter 
^tily in print or in writing, but not by word of mouth ; 
thev will give thingi under their hand, which they 
malcc I confdencc of fpeaking. BeJideSi ihcy arc too 
libertine to haunt antkhnmbers, too poor to bribe por- 
ters and footmen, and too proud to cringe to fccond- 
kand favourite* in a greiit family. Tell me* are you 
mat under Gd|^tn;d fio by ihe dedication of your ec^^ 
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1ogiie» to Lerd Bdiitgbj oke i I un an ill judge at tltlf 
diliance i aiid, befides, am, for toy cafe, tJtcerly ignorant 
of the commoneil things that pafs in the world : but If 
all courts have a fitnenef^ in diem, (as the parfoD* 
phrafe it), things may l>e as they were in my titnc, when 
aJ] f mploymem^ went to parliament mens friends^ who 
h&d been ufcftil in devious, and there was always a 
huge lilt of names in arrears at the treafury, %vhicll 
would at Jeaft take tip your feven years cxpediowt to dif- 
charge even one half I atn of opinion, if yoa will not 
be olfendedt that the fcirelt couife would be, to get yoot 
friend who lodgeth in your honfe to recommend yoa to 
the next chief governor who comes over here, for a good 
civil employment, or to be one of his fecretsries ; wbidi 
your parliament men arc fond enough of, when there li 
no room at home. The wine i& good aitd reafonable ; 
you may dine twice a^week at the deanery -ho ufe | there 
« a fct of company in this town fuffident for one man ; 
£DJka wiU admire you i becaufe they have read ycMi, and 
i^ad of you ; and a good employment will make )*oii 
live tftierahly in London, or fumptuoufty here ; or if 
you divide between both places, it will be for yoipf 
health* 

I wifli I could do more than fay I love you. I left 
you in a good way both for the late court, and the fec^ 
ceffors I and by the force of too much honefty or too 
Httle fablunary wifdom, you fell between two jloola* 
Take care of your health and money j be Icfs modi^^ 
and more a^ive ; or elfe turn parfon, and get a billio|i» 
fick here ; would to God ihey would fend m aa gool 
onei from >*oiir M^ 1 

J am imiTf $£€, 



LETTER VIII, 
ikfj- PoFE u Dt Swift. 

T Find a rebuke in a late letter of yours, that both 
J, ftings and pkafeth me extremeHt Your faying^ 
tbat I ought to have writ a poltfcript 10 my friend 

GayV, 
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Gay'*, makes m€ not coateot to write Icfs than a whole 
letter; and youf feeming to take hk kindly, gives njc 
hopes you will look upon this as a fmcerc ciiletl of friend* 
fhip* Indcct^, as I cannot buc own the lazine^fs wiLb 
which you tax met ^uid with which 1 may equally 
cbarge yoii> for both of m have had (and oue of us hath 
both had and given*) a furfeit of writing j lb I rtuUy 
thought you would know yoarfelf to be Jo certainly m* 
tilled lo toy fnendfhip, that it was a pofleffion you could 
not imagine flood in need of any further deeds or wri- 
tings toafTure you of it, 

WwATEVEH you feera to thiiikofy Our withdrawn and 
fep^mtc [late at this diftance* and in thi& abfence» Dean 
iSw'ih lives dill in England, in every place and company 
where he would chuie to livei and 1 lind him in all the 
cooverfacions I keepi and in all the hear ts in which I de^ 
lire any fhajc, 

Wi have never met thefe maay years without menti- 
on of you. Bcfideg my old acquaintance, 1 have found 
that ail my friends of a later date areiuch as were yours 
before. Lord Oxford, Lord Haicourt, and Lord Har- 
Icy, may look upon me as one entailed upon iliem by 
you. Lord Boting broke u now returned (a^ I hope) to 
i.ike me with all his other hereditary rights : and indeed 
he fccms grown (b much a philoiopherf as to fet his heart 
upon fgine of them as little, as upon the poet you gave 
him. It is fure my ill fate, that all thofc J molt loved, 
and with whom I moft lived, muil be biiniihed. After 
both of yoii left England, my contlant hoft waa the 
Biihop of R oc he £1 cr t* Sure^ this is a nation that is 
curfedly afraid of being over-run with too much police^ 
neJst and cannot regain one great gcniast but at the CM- 
pence of anotlier J* I trcmhit? for my Lord Pecerborow, 
(whom I now lodge with) ; he ha^ too much wit a^t well 

as 

m 

* Atlitimg to Ui bre« werk en Bomer* 

( 1 RcK'lidJcj' tboujjUt thh to he iudeej thctaCc; 

tni {[• •^"t':cA nn r,.,r I .ni J I-** rcttif n \v4»* Jij* baiii/h- 
n'erU : <ii uliciJ he 
yk<til n' ju) could JiOt 
fonvia^;*^ Lull at li^iUIjr^tu, H'uf^* 
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as courage, to make a folt^ general * : and if lie efcapes 
being Lwihed by others^ 1 fear lie wiO banifh himfelH 
This leads me to give vou fomc account of the manner 
of my life and convemtion ; which has been infinitely 
more various and dilfipated, than when you knew me 
and cared for me ; and among all fexes^ parties, and 
profeiTions- A gkit of ftgdy and retirement in the ErA 
part of my life caft me into this i and this, I begin to 
fee, win throw me again into ^ndy and retirement. 

The civilities I have met with from oppofice fcts of 
people, have hind red me from being violent or four to 
any party ; but at the fame lime the obfervationa and 
experiences I cannot but have colkaed, have made me 
rlcis fond of J and lefs furprifed at any, I am therefore 
fthe more afflldled and the more angry at the violences 
and hardfhips I fee praftifed by either. The merry vein 
you knew me in, is funk into a turn of refledion, that 
has made the world pretty indifferent to me ; and yet I 
have acquired aquietnefs of mind which by fits improves 
into a certain degree of ch earful nefs, enough to make 
me juft fo good-humoured as to wifh that world well. 
My friendlhips are increafed by new ones, yet no part 
of the warmdi I fek for the old is diminilhed. Averli- 
ons I have none^ but to knaves, {for fools I have learned 
to bear with) ; and fuch I cannot be commonly dv'tl to ; 
for I think thofe men are next to knaves who converfe 
with them. The greatcH man in power of this fort 
ftiall hardly make me bow to him* unlefs I had a per* 
fonal obligation, and that 1 will take care not to have. 
The top pleafure of my life is one I learned from yon 
both how to gain and how to ufe ; the freedom of 
friendihip with men much my fuperiors. To have plea^ 
fed great men, according to Harace, is a praifcj but 

not 



• This Mr Walih Icrioufly thought to be the cafe^ where » {# 

letter to Mr Pdpe* be fayf. — " X^^Tien we were in thf north, 
' my LorJ Wharton (he^cd me a letter he had revived ft&m 
' a certain great general in Spain, [Lord Feterborow]. I told 
' hinii ^J would by all m^ans have thtt general recalled^ ajid 

ret to wHtiiiE here at home; for U was iropofUhlc that a rrsan 
' with fo nnjcE wit as he ihcvved, could he fit to command an 

army, or do any other bufi«cft*'^ Fofc's work*, vol | 

^i>/ S' n^^* /Far*, 
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not to have Mattered theiti» and yet not Iiave difpleafed 
chem, n a greater. 1 have careiiiUy avoided all inter- 
courfe with poets and fcribblefs, unlefs where by great 
chance I have^ found a. modell one* By thefe means t 
have had no quarrels with ^ny perronalJy ; none have 
been enemies, but who were alfo ilratigers to me ; and 
as there is no great need of an ecIairdlTement with fachp 
whatever they writ or faid, I never retaliated ; not only 
never feeming to know, but often really never knowing 
any thing of the matter. There are very few things that 
give me the anxiety of a wilh ; the ftrongell 1 have, 
would be ta pa(s my days with you, and a few fuch as 
you : but fate has difperfed them all about the world ; 
and I 6nd to wifh it is as vain, as to wifh to fee the mil- 
Jen ni urn and the kingdom of the juft upon earth. 

If I have finned in my long filencc, confider there is 
one to whom yoa yourfelf have been as great a fmncr. 
As foon as you fee his hand, you will learn to do me ju- 
nice, and feel in your heart how long a man may be 
^Icnt 10 thofe he truly lovei and refpcfls. 

LETTER IX, 
L^rd B o 1 1 N G B ft o K E i9 Dr Swift* 



I Am not fo lazy as Pope, and therefore you moil not 
expe^fi from me the fame indalgenee to lazineis 1 
in defending his own cautc he pleads yours, and becomes 
yottr advocite while he appeals 10 you as his Judge* 
You wt!l do the fame on your part; and h and the 
rert of yotir common friend*, fhall have great juftjcis 
to expcdl from two fuch righteous tribunala. You re'* 
fcmble pcrfcdiy the two a! choufe- keepers in Hollandt 
IV no wfrc H the fame time burgomailers of the town, 
s^i iite another'^ bills alteiuateJy* 1 declare be^ 

# I ^^ni not Hiui to the award. My title to 

) 13 good, and wanti neither deeds nor 

V MTmit: but annual acknowledgments at 

h y to p refer ve it; and J begin to fafpe^g 

atijiiaUing mc of ihemi that you hope iti time 
ot. IV* D ta 
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to Jirpute it, and to urge prefcriphon againfl: me 
uould not hy one word ta you about myfelf, fince It 
is a fubjedl on i^bkh you appear lo have no curiofujr, 
%^s it not to try how far tlie con tr aft between Pope's 
fortune and manner of ljfe» and mine, may be carried 

I have been, then, infinitely more uniform and left 
diflipated, than when you knew me and cared for me 
That love wliich J ufed to fcatter with fome profufion a- 
mong the female kind, has been thefe many years de 
%*oted to one objed, A greitt many misfonunes, (for 
ib they are called, tho* fometimea very improperly), 
and a retirement from the world, have made that jiift 
and nice difcrimination between my acquaintance and my 
friends, which we have feldom iagacity enough to make 
for ourfelves ; thofe infefls of variou$ hues, which ufed 
to hum and buz about me while I ftood in the funfhincp 
have difappeared fmce 1 Ihed in the fhade* No mail 
comes to a hermitage but for the fake of the hermit ; 
a few philofophical friends come often to mine ; and 

Llhey are fuch as you would be glad to live with, if a dull 
climate and dtdler company have not altered you ex- 
tremely from what you was nine years ago* 

The hoarfe voice of party was never heard in this 
quiet place ; gazettes and pamphlets are banifhcd from 
it^ and if the lucubrations of Ifaac BickerftafFbe admit* 
ted, this diftindion is owing to fome ilrokes, by whkh 
)t iif judged that this illuilrious philofopher had (like the 
Indian Tohu, the Grcckn Pythagorasi the Ferfian Zo* 
roallrr, and others his perfecutors among the Zahkns, 
Magians, ajid the Egyptian feers) both his outward and 
his inward dodrine, and that he was of no fide at 
the bottom, When I am there, I forget I ever was of any 

tparty myfelf ; nay» I am often fo happily abforbed by 

''the ahilraacd leafon of things, that I am ready to ima* 
gine there never was any fuch monlkr as party. Alajt, 
J am foon a weened from that plcaiing dream by tlte 

iGreek and Roman hiilorians, by Guictiajdmi, by Ma* 
chtavelt and. Thuanus 3 for I have vowed to read no 
Kiftory of our own cotintryj till tiiat body of it wJuch yott 
promife to fin i 111. appears*. 
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Let, 9. FHOM Dg S W 1 FT. jq 

J am ufider tio apprehenfion that a gkt of ftudy and 
retirement Ihould call me back into the hurry of the 
world ; 00 ihe comrar}^ tbe fingTe regret whicK I ever 
fci'I, is, tbat I fell (o late into this courie of life : my 
philofophy grows confirmed by habit ; and if yoo and 
1 jtiCEt agjiuit I will extort this approbation from you: 
yi^m JcQU (enjiii& in&itvs^ fid more eff fer^ttdut, ui ftott fanftim 
ffiit fmtrt pjjim^ fed mijt nHi /mtti aon ptfffitfu The 
liule incivilities [ have met with from oppofite fets of 
people have beta fo far from rendering mc violent or 
lour 10 any, that I think myfelf oMiged to ihcm alL 
Some have cured me of my fears, by Shewing mc how 
impotent tfie malice of ilie world \% i oihers have cured 
»e of my hopei, by ihe wing how precarious popnlar 
Irkodihips ^re; all have curfd me of farpriie. In driving 
mc opt of party, they have driven mc out of curfi:d 
company; and in f^ ripping mc of titles, and rank, and 
ei^ate, and fudi cnnkctf , which every man that will may 
fpare, they h^ve given me that which nd man tan be 
happy without. 
' FLiCTioN and ■ . > Uhc world fo in- 

uttomc, ih^L Led imr rejojcedj 

I angry lior pleafed at wnat happens in it, any farther 
I than perfonal Iriendil^ip^ interc^ me in the fUl^iri of it| 
I jind t\m priodpk ext^end^ my cares but a Uttk way* 
Lj'trfcA tr innuillity is the general tenor of my hfe ; 
■j^^ood , fercne wtatlurr» and fome other mecha^ 

P'^Kc fpj. ^, M ./iiid mc above it now and then, but I 
soever fall below It^ 1 am fooiccknes g^y, but I am never 
£d. I l*ave !:;:''■ ' ""v friends, and have bit fomc 
old oncijt My ns of tlvis kind give mc a good 

4eil of pkafiirc, btt^unc they hare not been made light' 
ly, I know no vows fo ibkmn 3t) tboTc of fncndfhipp 
it. * ' ■ * of acmiafntsnce 

i\ i life^ of this kind 

■ ' •*^]iig to 
}^ not 

V, d^yf), 1 fhnii ('.\\\ rf^j 

froiti me i - . r [i e 

ordtiiaf^ oniric 9f itic i titink J oui bcii tAe knnblc 
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knave better than the fool. One muil indeed with the 
former be in Come or other of the attitudes of thofe 
ivooden men whom I have feen before a fword- cutler's 
fhop in Germany : but even in thefe conflrained 
poflures the witty rafcal will divert me ; and he that di- 
verts me, does me a great deal of good, and lays me 
under an obligation to him, which I am not obliged to 
pay him in another coin. The fool obliges me to oe al- 
jnoll as much upon my guard as the knave» and he 
makes me no amends ; he numbs me like the torpor, 
or he teafes me like the fly. This is the pidlure of an 
old friend, and more like him than that will be which 
you once afked, and which he will fend you, if you con- 
tinue ilill to defire it. Adieu, dear Swift ; with aU 

thy faults I love thee entirely ; make an effort^ and love 
aie on with all mine. 



LETTER X. 
From Dr Swift. 

Dublin^ Sept. 20. 1 725. 

RETURNING from a fummer expedition of fbnr 
months on account of my health, I found a letter 
from you, with an appendix longer than yours from Lord 
Bolinebroke. I believe there is not a more miferable 
malady than an unwillingnefs to write letters to our beft 
friends ; and a man might be philofopher enough in 
finding out reafons for it. One thing is clear, £at ic 
ihews a mighty difference betwixt friendihip and love, 
for a lover (as I have heard) is always fcribbling to hit 
miflrefs. If I could permit myfelf to believe what your 
civility makes you fay, that I am (till remembered by 
my friends in England, I am in the right to keep myfelf 
here — Non fum qualis eram. I left you in a period of* 
life, when one year does more execution than three at 
yours ; to which if you add the dulnefs of the air and of 
the people, it will make a terrible fum. I have no ver^ 
ilrong faith in you pretenders to retirement; yoa 
are not of an age for it, nor have gone through 
cither good or bad foitune enough to go into a comei^ 

* and 
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U.nd form conclufions i^e tmtimpiu munii tt fum Jiruii j 
unlefs a poet grows i^eary of too miich applaufe, as nil- 
tii0?r3 do of loo much wdght of buiiners. 

Your happifiefs is greater than yoiir merit, iachufing 
your favourites 63 indifferently among dther party ; thi* 
you owe partly to your educatbn^ and partly to your 
geniws employing you m an art in which fa£lion has no- 
thing to do ; for I fuppofe Virgtl and Horace are equal- 
ly read by Whigs and Tories* You have no more to do 
with the conftilution of church and ilate, than a ChrilUan 
at Conflaminople ; and you are fo much the witter and 
the hap pier J becaufe both parties will approve your poetry 
as long as you are known to be of oeither. 

You R notions of friendihip are new to me f . I be-- 
lieve every man is born with his quantum^ and be cannoc 
give to one without robbing another. I very wtU know 
to whom I would give the firil pkces in my friendftiip. 
but they are not in the way : I am condemned to 
another fcene ; and therefore I diflnbute it in penny- 
worths to thofe about me^ and who difpkafe me ball j 
And Ihonid do the fame to my fellow^prirDners if I were 
condemned to jail. I can likewire tolerate knai'es muck 
better than foob, becaufe their knavery does me no hurt 
ill the commerce 1 have with them; which howe%xr I 
Lowo b more dangerous tho* not fo trouble fome a^ that 
|pf fools. I have often endeavotired to cftablifb a 
fnendi&ip nmong all ha en of genius* and would fati^ 
have it done ; they arc fcldom Jtbove three or four eon* 
fempotxriea ; and if they conid bL' united, would drive 
the world before them. 1 think it was fo tmong the 
pocrs in the time of Auguftus i but envy, and party, and 
pridr, h:ivc hindered it among ua, I da not tiRhhic the 
f , of which you arc Icldom withoui . <, 

I mtmc of poets and rcribblcr&* 1 1 a 

me^a the foolii you are con tc tit to fee foti^v r u 

th^v K;iniu'n U^ lit nvvfluil ; whkh Wai HOI ,.,,j^^,*;^ 

fi ihc world- 



_ -,. . ,.^u my wa^ of Uvm^i ir«iy 

thod codd be called (b in thi* country. 1 chufe mf 
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companions among thoie of leaft confequence and moft 
compliance. I read the moil trifling books I caa find ; 
and whenever I write, it is apon the moft trifling fab* 
je£b : but riding, walking, and deeping, take op eigh- 
teen of the twenty four hours. I procrafiinate more 
than I did twenty years ago ; and have feveral things t» 
iinifh, which I put off to twenty years hence : H^ec efi 
vita folutorum, &c. I fend you the compliments of a 
friend of yours, who hath pafTed foor months this fam- 
mer with two grave acquaintance at his coantry-hoafe, 
writhout ever once going to Dublin, which is but eight 
miles diftant ; yet when he returns to London, 1 will 
engage you (hall find him as deep in the court of requefts, 
the park, the opera's, and the coffee-houfe, as any man 
there. I am now with him for a few days. 

You muft remember me with great aifieftion to Dr 
Arburthnot, Mr Congreve, and Gay." I think tliere 
are no more eodem tertio's between you and me, except 
Mr Jervas, to whofe houie I addrefs this, for want of 
knowing where you live : for it was not clear from yow 
laft, whether, you lodge with Lord Peterborow, or be 
with you. 



LETTER XI. 

&]^. 14. X72^« 

I Need not tell you with what real ' delight I ihonld 
have done any thing you defired, and in particoJar 
any good offices in my power towards the bearer of 
your letter, who is this day gone for France. Perhaps 
it is with poets as with prophets \ they are fb much better 
liked in another country than their own, that yonr 
gentleman, upon arriving in England, lofl his curiofiw 
concerning me. However, had he tried, he had fbonS 
me his friend ; I mean he had found me youjs. I am 
difappointed at not knowing better a man whom you 
efteem, and comfort myfelf only with having got a letter 
from you ; with which, after all, I fit down a gainer; 
fince to my great pleafure^ it confirms my hope of once 

viore 
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more feeing you. After fo manj^ difperfions and Co 
many divifiocB, iwo or three of us may yet be gathered 
together i not to plot, not to contrive filly fchemes of 
ambition, or m vex our own or others hearts with bufy 
vanities, (fuch as perhaps M one time of life or other 
take thffir totir in every man) ; but to divert ourfeJves, 
und the wmld too it it p!eaies» or al worll* to laugh ^ 
«»lher» as tnnocendy and as gnbunfuUy 2» at ourfehc^. 
your iravcli f 1 hear mock cf ; my own, I promise 
you, fliall never be » ilrangc land, but a dili* 

fcnt, I hope ufeful, i: rin of my own t£Triioric& |. 

mean no more tranflaiions, but fomethiug domcllic, fit 
lb ir my own country » and for my own time. 

If you come to o5» 111 Hnd you elderly ladies enough 
that can halloo, and two thai can liurfc^ and they are too 
old and feeble to m.itke too much noife ; as you wiil 
^ucf^, ^'hen J tell you ihey aic my own mother and nsf 
own nurfo. I can alfo help you to a lady who h as 
dei^t tho* not (o old, a£ yourfelf ; you 11 be plea fed with 
oee another, 1-11 engage, iho' you don*t bear one another; 
Q% conva-fe like fpirits by intuition* What youll 
ft wonder at, is, llie i^ confidcmble at court, yet n&i 
rty woman ; and lives in court, yet would be c^y^ an4 
m^ke yoB eafy* 

Oa:B of thofc yon mention, (and I dare fay alwa)^ 
wfJl remember) Dr Arbuthnoc, k at ihh time ill of a 
very dangerous dil>emper, an (mpofthumc ia the bowdsj 
which 15 brrkt?, bat the event is very tiri certain* Wbac* 
inrcr tliat 1 1 write this by 

k«») \mh\ 1 ; and one reaiba 

Jm haa to dciiye a littie longer liiMg is the wl(b, to ibe you 
OJice fsiore« 

IHk gay enough in dns drciitniUnoe to tcH you, he 

HVCqM give VOU (i{ he crnAiV ft'cli a-Ikic*- as ml-r Ht fUjf^ 

yoni dcafaei^ ; but I (c 

'-* quit the i 'y 

. bear a .^ 
;i>ttpUm(e« 
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LETTER Xn. 
From Dr Swift. 

Sept, 29. 1725. 

I Am now returning to the noble (bene of Dublin, int» 
the grand monde, for fear of burying my parts ;• to 
iienalize myfelf among curates and vicars, and corred 
aU corruptions crept in relating to the weight of brad 
and butter, thro' thofe dominions where I govern. I 
have employed my time (beiides ditching) ift finifhing, 
correcting, amending and tranfcribing my travels *, in 
four parts complete, newly augmented, and intended 
for the prefs when the world fhall deferve them, or 
rather when a printer (hall be found brave enough to 
venture his ears. I like the fcheme of our meeting 
after diib-elTes and difperfions : but the chief end I pro- 
pofe to myfelf in all my labours, is to vex the worl4 
rather than divert it ; and if I could compafi that de- 
sign without hurting my own perfon or fortune, I would 
.be the mod indefatigable writer you have ever feeiii 
without reading. I am exceedingly pleafed that yon 
have done wim tranflations. Lord Treafurer Oxfocd 
ofcen lamented, that a rafcally world (hould lay you un- 
der a neceHity of mifemploying your genius for ib long 
a time. But fmce you will now be fo much better em<- 
ployed, when you think of the world, givejt one lafh 
the more at my requell. I have ever hated all natiopj^ 
profefiions, and communities ; and all my love is towairdi 
individuals. For inflance, I hate the tribe of lawyers ; 
but I love Counfellor fuch a one, and Judge fuch a one. 
*Tis fo with phyficians, (I will not ipeak of my own 
trade), foldiers, Englifii, Scotch, French, and the reft. 
But principally I hate and deteft that animal called imm, 
altho* 1 heartily love John, Peter, Thomas,, and ib fiuth. 
This is the fyflem upon which I have governed my&lf 
many years, (but do not tt\\\, and fo I fhall go on till 
I have done with them. I have got materials towards a 
treatise, proving the falfity of that definition Mtimal r^i- 

iiojujfm 

• Gulliver's Travels, 
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to Aew it fliould be 

^^-it foutnlatioTi of mifanthfopy (il\o' nac in 

t) the wliole buildmg of my uavch is 

a i never will \mt peace of rolnd till all 

afc fif my opinion. By confecjuence you 

\ em brace it immedmidy* and procure that all wlm 

rve my eJlecm may do ib loo. The m alter t& fo 

. t ]! ajimit of no difpoie ; nay I will hold a 

: that you and I agree in the point. 
3id not know your OAyWty wa5 itni&ed, beting yet 
i the country, which 1 fhall leave in three days. I 
ak you kindly for the prefcrtt ; bat Jhail like it thrct 
_ i the lefs, for the mixture you mention of othct 

liwids } however, latn glad yo« laved yourfelf fo much 
ttdgcry. — 1 have been long told by Mr FoM of your 
at atchievements In building and planting, and efpc- 
of youf fubterranean paflage to your garden^ 
fcby you turned a blunder into a beauty, which is a 

) of t3ri fffeiicif* 

I have almoft done with Harndans, and (hall foon 

become old enough to fall in love with girls of fourteen* 

The ladv whom you defcribe to live at court, to he 

r^-'^, ax^d no parly-woman, I take lo be mythology^ but 

not how to moralize it. She cannot be Mercy ; 

lercy h neither deaf^ nor lives at court : Joflice U 

', and perhapt deaf; but neither is flie a court-kdy: 

.nc is both blind and deaf, and a court-kdy ; but 

. _ . Ihc is a moll damnable party-woman, and will 

tjnake me eafy, as you promife. It muH be Riches, 

I anfwers all your defcription. I am glad ihe vifits 

but my voice u fo weak^ that 1 doubt ilie will 

ever hear me* 

Mr Lewis fent me an account of DrArbuthnofi 
illnefs J which is a very fenfible affliction to me, who, by 
Ijriiif^ (o long out of the world, have loH that hardnefs of 
^ ra&4 by years and general converfation. I 

' ftling friends, and neither fceking nor gettitig 
th, i£ the world had but a dozen of Arbuih- 
It, 1 would barn my travels ! But however he h 
lithopc fault. There is a paiFage in Bede, highly 
ling the piety and learning of the Irilli in that 
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age ; where, after abundance of praiief , he oirerthroiAii 
fhcm all, by lamenting ihhti alas 1 they keep Eaikj' u 
i wrong time of the year. So our Dodor has eveiy 
aualky and virtue tliat c^n m^c a ma.i^ amiable or ufe- 
lul i bati ala^t he hath a fort of flouch in his wslk f 
J pray God proted^ iiim, for he is an excellent Chrjiliap, 
iho' n<ft a Catholic* ' 

I hear nothing of our friend Qiiyt btit I find tlie court 
keeps Kim at hard meat. I advifed him to come over 
kere with a Lord Lieutenant- Philips writes Little Hami 
(as Lord Leiceilef called thofe fort of vcxfes) on Mii 
Carteret. A Dublm blackfmith^ a great poet, hadi 
imitated his manner in a pnem to the fame Mifs. Philips 
if a 0009 plainer ; and on this occa^oQ I told Lord Cji- 
terei, that cpmplainei:^ never fucceeded a£ couft, th^ 
tailers do. 

Are you altogether a country-gentlefnaot that T laal 
iddref^ to you out of London, to the hazard of ytt^t 
lofing this precious letter, which I will now condm^ 
lltho' fo tniKh paper is left ? I ha^e an ill name^ apl 
therelk>re fhatl not fubfcribe it ; but yoti will gmfk^ 
comes from one who eilcems and loves you about hai£m 
ouch as you defervep I mean a? much as he can, 

lam in great concern at what I ain juft tc^dbil 
fiiBie of the news- papers^ that Lord Bolingbroke if 
otucIl hurt by a fall in hunting* J am glad he baa ii 
much youth and vigour left, (of which he hath not 
ihrifty) ; but I wonder he has nc^ more difcrecioii* 



LETTER XIIL 



OJ^. 
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I Am wonderfully pleafed with the fudde4iacf& of yQ0 
kind anfwer* It makes me hope yovi aie 
ward 5 PS, and that you ificlitie more and n 
old triends, in proportion as you draw nearer to 
and are getting Into our vortex* Here is Of>e who 
once a powerful plan et* but has now (after long c. 
ence of^l that corner of Ihining} learned to be cam 
\mh t^turning to his ErU points withoul the thoizg! 
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or smbittoti of (hining at at I. Here i^ anotBer, wlio 
thinks one of llie greatcll elorics of hk faiher was Co 
have dillinguillied and lovca youf and who loves you 
hereditarily. Here u Arbutlmor, recovered from ih© 
jaws of death, and more plcafcd with the hope of feeing 
you again, thafi of reviewing a world ; every part of 
which he has long defpifed, but what is mnda up of a 
few men like yoiirfelf. He goes abroad again, and is 
more chearful than even health can make a man; for he 
has a good coofcience into the bargain, (which i$ iht 
moil catholic of all remedies, tho* not the moil univeHkl), 
I knew k would be a pleafure to you to hear thit, and 
in iruth that made me write fo foon to you. 

I am forry poor P, h not pt0]!imed in this age ; for 
certainly if his reward be of the next, he is of all pocti 
the moft miferable. 1 am alfo forry for another reafon ; 
If they don't promote him, ihey'U fpoi! the conclufion 
©f one of my fatii es, whcre^ having endeavoured lo cof- 
re^ the tafle of the town in wit and cntkifm, I end thys^ 






Bttt ^v^^t a^taiis i» iof dmvft ruin fir /mfi P 

I» *f reign thept ftuitkft hnu *wert i«f//, 

H'J^ jfmitrq/} PhiUpi ^ai frtftrrdfsi^ mii I 



friend Gay is nfed as the friends of Tories are by 

Whigs (and generally by Tories too), Becawfe he had 
humour, he was fuppofed to have dealt with Dr Swift; 
in like manner as when any one had learning formerly, 
he wa» thought to have dealt with the devil. He pots 
his whole truft at court in that lady whom I dcfcribed to 
you, and whom you take to be an altegorical creature 
of fancy, I wifh fl»e re»lly were riches for his iiikc : 
tho* as for yours, I quclUon whether {if you knew her) 
would change her for the other* 
OR D Boling broke had not the leaft harm by his fall, 
fl* he had received nomoie by his other falL Lord 
'Old had none by hia. B\it Lord Bolingbroke is tlio 
improved n>ind fince you faw him, that ever was 
rroved. Without Ihiitiug into a new body or being : 
k minui ah ani^thi, I have often imagined to myfclf, 
if e\*cr all of us meet again, after To many viiricrici 
dongcs, after ^ much of the old world md of the 
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oM 01 ^n m cacli of us has hcea altered^ tha£ fcarci 
ilngle thought of the one, any more than a fingk atom 
of the others remains juft the fame ; IVe fancied, I fayi 
that W€ fhould meet like the righteoas in the milleQ- 
nium, quite in peace^ diverted of all our former paiEons, 
fmiiing at our pa ft foUies, and content to enjoy the 
kingdom of the juft in tranquiJlity. But I find you 
would rather be employed as an avenging angel of 
wrath > to break your vial of indignation over the heads 
of the wretched creatures of this world ; nay, would 
make them £^f yenr kakj which you have made, I doubt 
not, ag bitter a pill for them as poffible, 

I won*t tell you what deilgns 1 have in my head (be* 
fides wricing a fet of majfims in oppofition to all Roche- 
foLicault's principles*) till 1 fee you here, face to face. 
Then you Ihall have no reafon to complain of me, for 
want of a gene ran 3 difddn of this world, tho* J have not 
loft my ears in yours and their fervice* Lord Oxford 
too (whom 1 have now the third time mentioned in this 
letter^ and he deferves to be always mentioned in every 
thing that is addrefTed to youi or comes from you) 
expefts you; that ought to be enough to bring yoa 
hither ; 'tis a better reafon than if the nation expedted 
you< For I really enter as fully as you can defire, into 
your principle of love of individuals ; and 1 think the 
way to have a public fpirit, is iirft to have a private one; 
for who can believe, (faid a friend of mine), that anjr 
man can care for a hundred thoufand people, who never 
cared for one f No ill-humoured man can ever be a 
patriot, any more than a friend* 

I defigned to have hh the following page for Dr Aj*- 
buihnot to fill ; but he is fo touched with the period in 
yours to me concerning him» that he intends to anfwer 
it by a whole letter. He too is bufy about a book, 
which r guefs he will tdl you of So adJeu. — What 
remains worth telling you f Dean Berkley is wclJ, and 
happy iu the profecution of his fcheme- Lord Qxfora 

and 

• This vf^^ only ^id as an oblique reproof of tIk; horrid mJ. 

fafithfopy in the foregoing letter j and which he. fuppoil^d might 

be chiefly occafion^d by the Dcaii's frirdnds for Rothcfoucauh* 

whole nmxinii are foundcii on the prin^ipk of au univerfai kX- 

^ihtjcfs mhamm nature* IFdtb* ^b 
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and Lord Bolingbroke in health ; Duke Difney To alfo ; 
Sir William Wyndham better; Lord Bathurft well'. 
Thefe, and fome others preferve their ancient honour 
and ancient friend fhip. Thofe who do neither, if they 
were d—d, what is it to a Proteftant prieft, who has 
nothing to do with the dead ? I anfwer for my own 
part, as a Papift, I would not pray them out of purga- 
tory. 

My name is as bad an one as yours, and hated by all 
bad poets, from Hopkins and Sternhold to Gildon and 
Cibber. The firil prayed again ft me with the Turk, and a 
modern imitator of theirs (whom 1 leave you to find out) 
has added the Chriftian to them, with proper definitions 
of each, in this manner. 

The Popis the ivbore of Babylon^ 

The Turk he is a Jenu \ 
The Chriftian is an -infidel 

That fittetb in a fe*w* 



LETTER XIV. 
From Dr Swift. 

Kov, 26. 1725. 

I Should fooner have acknowledged yours, if a feverifli 
diforder, and the relics of it, had not di fabled me 
for a fortnight. I now begin to make excufes, becaufe 
I hope 1 am pretty near feeing you, and therefore I 
would cultivate an acquainunce; becaufe if you do not 
know me when we meet, you need only keep one of my 
letters, and compare it with my face, for my face and 
letters are counter- parts of my heart. I fear I have not 
cxprcfled that right ; but I mean well, and I hate blots. 
I Jook in your letter, and in my confcience you fay the 
fame tiling, but in a better manner. Pray tell my Lord 
Bolingbroke, that I wifh he were banifhed again ; for 
then 1 ihould hear from him» when he was full pfphilo- 
Ibphy, and talked de (ontemptu mumK. My Lord Oxfiird 
vas fo extremely kind as to write to yaa vi '^ ^ 
an account of his fon's bm\i; ^\ai^ \*iaDMMi 
Vol. IV. B. %ja»«w 
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acknowledged ; but before my letter could reach him, I 
wiftied it in the fea. I hope I was more afRidled than 
his Lordfliip. *Tis hard that parfons and beggars fhould 
be over-run with brats, while fo great and good a family 
wants an heir to continue it. I have received his fe- 
ther's piflure, but I lament {Juh figiUo confejjionis) that it 
is not fo true a refemblance as I could wifh. Drown the 
world ! I am not content with defpifing it, but I would 
anger it, if I could with fafety. I wifh there were an 
hofpital built for its defpifers, where one might a6t with 
iafety ; and it need not be a large building, only I would 
have it well endowed. P**is/^r/ chancellanfy whether he 
ihall turn parfon or no. But all employments here are 
engaged, or in reverfion. Caft wits and caft beaux have 
a proper fandluary in the church : yet we think it a (e- 
vcre judgment, that a fine gentleman, and fo much the 
finer for hating ecclefiaftics, fhould be a domeflic humble 
retainer to an Irifh prelate. He is neither fecretary nor 
gentleman-ufher, yet ferves in both capacities. He hath 
publilhed feveral reafons why he never came to fee me ; 
but the bed is, that i have not waited on his Lordihip. 
We have had a poem fent from London, in imitation of 
that on Mifs Carteret. It is on Mifs Harvey of a day 
old ; and we fay and think it is yours. I wifh it were 

not, becaufe I am againfl monopolies. — ^ You might 

have fpared me a few more lines of your fatire, but I 
hope in a few months to fee it all. To hear boys like 
you talk of millenniums and tranquillity ! I am older 
by thirty years, Lord Bolingbroke by twenty, and you 
but by ten, tlian when we lafl were together; and we 
fhould differ more than ever, you coquetting a maid of 
honour, my Lord looking on to fee how the gamefters 
play, and I railing at you both. I defire you and all 
my friends will take a fpecial care, that my diiaffefUon 
to the world may not be imputed to my age ; for 1 have 
credible witneiTeg ready to depofe, that it hath ncfer 
varied fiom the twenty- firft to the f— ty-eight year of 
my life, (pray fill that blank charitably). I tell you 
after all, that I do not hate mankind : it is vous autrtt 
who hate them, becaufe you would have them reafonable 
animals, and are angry at being difappbinted. I have 
always rcjedicd that deHiiition, and made another of 

• my 



my own. I am no more angry. with than I was 

with the kite that laft week flew away with one of my 
chickens ; and yet I was plcafed when one of my fer- 
vants (hot him two days after. This 1 fay, becaufe you 
are fo hardy as to tell me of your intentions to write 
maxims in oppofition to Rochefoucault, who is my fa- 
vourite, becaufe I found my whole charader in him * r 
however, I will read him again, becaufe it is poflible I 

may have fince undergone fome alteration. Take 

care the bad poets do not outwit you, as they have fer- 
ved the good ones in every age, whom they have pro- 
yoked to tranfmit their names to poflerity. Moevius is. 
as well known as Virgil ; and Gildon will be as well 
known as you, if his name gets into your verfes : and as- 
to the difference between good and bad fame, 'tis a per- 
fe€t trifle. I afk a thoufand pardons, and fo leave yoa 
for this time, and will write again, without concerning 
myfelf whether you write or no. 

I am, Sec*. 

LETTER XV. 

Die, lo. 172^. 

I Find myfelf the better acquainted with you for a long- 
abfence, as men are with themfelves for a long afili<fti- 
on. Abfence does but hold off a friend, to make one 
fee him the more truly. I am infinitely more pleafed 
to hear you are coming near us, dian at any thing you 
(eem to think in my favour ; an opinion which has per- 
haps been aggrandized by the diftance or dulncfs of 
Ireland, as objeds look larger thro' a medium of fogs:. 
and vet I am infinitely pleafed with that too. I am much 
the happier for finding (a better thing than our wits) 
our judgments jump in the notion, that all fcribblers 
ihonld be pafTed by in filence. To vindicate one's felf 
ae^nfl fudi nafty (lander, is much as wife as it was ia 
war countryman, when the people imputed a flink to 
kirn, to prove the contrary by fhewing his backfide. So 
let Gildon and Philips rell in peace ! what Virgil had to 
do with Mccvius, that he fhould wear him upon his ileeve- 
E 2 . to 

* This. methiLks, is no great complInicaC to b^ ty^^Tk. 
li^ait. Warb» 
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to all eternity, I don*t know. I have been the loni 
upon tKb, that I may prepare you for the reception 

l^ou and^our works may pofiibly meet in Enghrnl. 
(rour trye acquamtar>ee. will look upon you as a 

nan, and love you ; oEhers will look upon you as a 
and hate you. So yoy know the worA; uiilcfs-you arc 
as vjtidicative as Virgil, or the afore faid Kibemlan. 

I with as warmly as you for an hofpital in which to 
lodge the riefpirers of die world ; only I fcai It, would he 
filled wholly, like Chel/ca. with maimed ftildters, and 
iiich as had heen difabled in its feivice, I would laiher 
have thofe that, out of fuch generous principles as yott 
and K defpife it, Sy in ks face, than retire from it* Not 
that I have much anger againll the great; my Ipleea it 
at the Ijtde rogues of k. It woald vex one more to be 
knocked on the head with a pifs-pot, than by a thundcr- 
tolt. As to great opprefibrs, they are like kites or 
eagles; one expects mifchief from them : but to be 
/quirted to death [as poor Wycherly faid to me on hia 
deathbed) by apothecaries appren ticca, by the under- 
ilrappers of under-fecretarles to fecretaries who were no 
iecretaries, — this would provoke as dull a dog as Ph — 9 
iiimfelf. 

So much for enemies : now for friends. Mr L 



thinks all this indlfcreet : the Do^or not fo ; he loves 
mifchief the beft of any good-natured man in England. 
Lord BJs above trifling. When he writes of any thing 
in this world, he is more than mortal ; tfemtr he trifn, 
it mufl ht iLhefi hi tur^u a di*vine. Gay Is writing tales 
for Prince William* 1 ihppofe Mr Philips will take 
very ill, for two reafons ; one, that he thinks all 
jih things belong to him j and the other^ becaufe . h 
take it ill to be taught^ that one may write things to a 
child without beine childilli. What have 1 more to iidd, 
but that Lord Oxford de fires earneAIy to fee yon ; aui 
that many others, whom you do not diink the wori 
iv ill be gr^tlHed by u ^ None morej be SiilWed, 

P,S. Pope and you are very great wits, atid, I tbbk^ 
wx iudiiFercnt philofophers, if you dtiplfcd the world 

as 
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wen: lIal LiV. .. >.rc 
ccd lovcr^ who defjred notiiing fo mut,. ;i . i 
[>ii, and fcared notlihg Co much as i rv|>ure# 
^ihe world hath yfed me a* fcurvilr a^ moft 
^1 lad jrei 1 could never find m my heart to be 
Ughl/ angry witK the fiiaplc, faJfc* c:;pnu0as 
. 1 ihould blulli alike, to be difcovfied hn4 of 
\voHd, Of piqued aiit. Your d^liriiticw ofWiwa/ 
fffffjM^ tnllead of the toroinoti kam^ ainmini ratknah, I 
at bear eximination. Deline btit reaibn. r^ritj yotr I 
" why your diilbflioa is no belter than that oF ' 
tiJF Cotts, between main tftfh^ and Sona rafh^ 
»tigh of thia. Make ufi a vilif, a«d 111 ryhfrnhe 
fide of thefe impOTtant qucflions which you pleafe. 
Iffer leifi than you iitiaginc perhaps, whi'n yoii 
1 roe banilLed again : but I am not hk true to yoi*. 
. tophOofophy in England^ thaa I was in Frattcr* 



LETTER XVr, 

FffljBi i?f Swift, 

London, Majf ^t tyt&. 
r live ,n forty Ireland* ilian under the frp* 
liets of heaiing yoa are oni of order- I 
:hcnd it moil after a great dinner ; for th^^ 
/>n of yours t if i^ be only two bit» and 
your flint, is a great debaach ; for 
'/ pay more than ihofe fots who af« 
to bed* My Lord Peter borow fpoiled 
m'.% bat efpcdally mine, with tEllipg 
i^ere detained by iicknefs. Pray Ici me 
\ lines undcf any hand or pot-hook that: wjli 
ve me a better account of your health i which, mn^ 
I me more than others, b^OLuii: i love and eileeai 
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_ oy for rear^ns ihal moft others have little to do witlit 
'and would be the (ame altho* you had oever touched 
peft, further than wkh writing to me. 

1 ara gathering up my luggage, and preparifjg for my 
jooraey, - 1 will endeavour to mink of you m little as 1 
can J and when I write w you, I will iirive not to think 
cf you. This I intend in return to your kbdnefs ; and 
further, ] know no botly ha^ dealt with itie fo cruelly at 
you i the confequences of which nfage I fear will lall ai 
long as my life ; for fo long ihall J bc;^ in fpite of mf 
ke:irt, entirely youii. 



LETTER XVn, 

MAny a fliort figh yon coft me the day J left 
and many more you wiU coft me, till ih 
you return. I really walked about like a ma.n banifhcdj 
and when L came home, found it no home. *Tls a fen-* 
fatioo like that of a Hmb lopped c£; one is trying every 
minute unawares to ufc it, and fijods it is not* I may fay 
you have ufed me more cruelly than you have done any 
other man i you have made it more jmpoGiblc for me to 
live at eafe withoat you. Habitude Itfelf would have don<^ 
that, if 1 had lefs friendfhjp in my nature than I have* 
Befides my natural memory of you, you have made a lo* 
cal onet which prefents you to me in every place 1 fre- 
quent, t Ihal! never more think of Lord Cobham's, the 
woods of Ciceter, or the plealing profpe^ of Byberry, 
but your idea mult be joined with them i nor fee on* 
feat in my own garden, or one room in my own houfe, 
without a phantom of yoa, fitting or walking before 
me, I travelled with you to Chefter, 1 felt the ejctreme 
beat of the weather, the innSj the roads, the confine^ 
lent and clofenefs of the un eafy coach, and wJflicd^ 
bandred times I had either a deanery or a horfc in my 
ift* In real truth, I have felt my foul petvifli ever 
luce with all about me, from a warm uneftfy defire after 
fo\i. I am gone oot of liiyfclf to no porpofr, and 
Itannot catch you. hhiat in pt^a was not more proper- 
ap plied to a poor dog ^ter a hart^ tha& tu mc wi| ' 
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regard to your departure* I wifli I could think no more 
of it, but lie down and fleep tilt we meet again, and let 
that day (how far foevei off it be) be the morrow. 
Smce I cannot, may it he my amends, that every thing 
^00 wifh may attend you where you are, and that )0u 
may find every friend yoa have diere^ in the flate you 
wifli him or her | fo that yoor viiits to us may have no 
ether cfFeft, than the pxogrefs of a rich man to a re- 
Hioce eitate, which he finds greater than he expected ; 
which knowledge only ferves to make him live happier 
where he is, with nodifagreeable profpeft if ever he fhould 
chufe to remove. May this be your flate till it become 
what I wifli. Bat indeed I cannot exprefs the v.'armtlT 
with which I wifli you all things, and myfelf you. In* 
deed yoa are ingraved elfewhere than on the cups you 
ient me, (with fo kind an infcription), and I might 
throw them into the Thames without injury to the giver. 
1 am not pleafed with them, but take them very kindly 
too : and had I ibfpedled any fuch ufage from you, I 
fiiould have enjoyed your company lefs than I really did: 
fcr at this rate I may iay. 

Nee tecum fojfum nfiverey. nee fine te. 
I will bring you over jofl (bch another prefent, when I 
go to the deanery of St Patrick's ; which I promife yoa 
to do» if ever I am enabled to return your kindnefs. 
Penarem paUras, &c. Till then 1*11 drink (or Gay 
ihall drink) daily healths to you, and I'll add to your 
nibription the old Roman vow for years to come, V O- 
TrS X. VOTJS XX. My mother's age gives me 
aothoricy to hope it for yours. Adieu. 

LETTER XVIII. 

YSrpt. 3. 1726. 
Ours to Mr Gay gave me greater fatisfa<5lion than 
that to me (tho* that gave me a great deal) ; for 
to. hear that you were fafe at your journey's end, ex- 
ceeds the account of your fatigues while in the way to 
it : otherwife believe me, every tittle of each is impor- 
tut to me, which fets any one thing before my eyes 

that 
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thit happens to you. I writ you a long letter, whicit 
I gucfs reached you the day after your arrival. Since 

then I had a conference with Sir ^5 who exprelTed hh 

dtiiTc of having iecn you again before yon lett us He 
laiti, he obfcrved a willingnefs in you to live among us ; 
which 1 did not d^ny ; but at the fame time told htm,. 
you had no Aich deiign In your commg this lime, whicli 
was merely to fee a few of thole you loved ; but that in- 
deed all ihofe wiHied k, and particularly Lord Peter* 
borow and myfelf^ who wilhed yoti loved Ireland lets, 
had you any reafo'n lo love England more* J faid no- 
thing but what I think would induce any man m he a» 
fond of you as 1, plain truths did they know either it or 
yoti, I can't hdp thinking (when Iconfidrt- the whole 
ihorc lift of our frieods} that none of them except yoa* 
and J are qualified for the mountains of Wales* The 
I>odor goes to cards, Gay to court ; one lofes moneyr 
oae lofes his time : another of oar friends labours to be 
unambiuous, but he labours in an unwilling ioiL C>ne 
Lady you like haa too much of France to be Ht for 
Wales : another is too much a fubje£t to princes and 
potentaie^t to relilh that wild taile of liberty and poverw 
ly. Mr Cong re vc Is too iitk to bear a thin air j and ihe 
tiiat leads hirni* too rich to enjoy any tJiing, Lord Peter* 
borow can go to any climate, but never ilay in any. 
Lord Bathurft is too great a huibandman ro Bke barreit 
hills, except they are his own to improve. Mr Bethel 
indeed is^ too good and too honell to live i» the worldi; 
but yet 'tis fit, for its example, he Ihonld. We are left 
U> ourlelves in my opinion, and m^y live whcie we 
pleafe» in Wa^es, Dublin, ©r Bermudas: and for me. I 
aiTure you I love the world fb well, and it loves me Co 
mtUt that X care not in what part of it I pafs the reft of 
my days, I fee no funiliitie bui in- the face of a friends 

I had a glimpfe of a fetter of yours lately, by which 
I find you are (like the vulgar} apter to think well o^ 
people out of power, than of people in power ; perhaps 
*Us a milVake, but however there's fomeihing in it gene* 
rous* Mr*'* rake; k extreme kindly, I can pertiiie,r 
and he has a great mind to thank you for that crrioii 
opijiiou, for wMch I believe he k ouh to thank his 
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ill fortune : for, if I am not in an trror, he would rather 
be in power; titan out. 

To ihew yon how fe I am to lire m the moanfains, 
I wilU with great trails appW to myfdf an oM fciitiinccs 
** Thofc that arc hi, may abide in ; and thofe that are 
** oat, may .ibidc out : yet to mc» thoie tli^t aie in Ihall 
** be as thpfe that are out^ and thcfe that are Out llmll be 
** as thofe that are iu/' 

I am indifferent :is to all thofe ntatters j but I mifs you 
as much as T did the firft d jy, when {with a ihort ftgh) I 
nancd* Whcrc'Cver yoii are. (or on the moiuitaini of 
Wales, or on ihc eoalt of Dablm, 

Tu mikhfiff mffgni /upiraijam faJta Timm^i, 
Sh'e ^r&m JUjrici ligu ^facru - — J, 

I am, and ever ftiall be youis, ^r. 



LETTER XIX. 
Mr GhY t4 Dr Swift. 



ABocJt ten days ago a book wa4 pub tidied here of 
the iravcli of one Gulliver, which hath heeii the 
convctfation of the %vhoIe town evej- fiijce. The 
^L^i^ ---rcflion fold in a week 1 and nothiiig is niDre 
tt -ittn to hca.r the different epinioBs people give 

ot n, [11 J aH agree in Ukmg h ejctrcmcly. 'Tis general -p 
\y faid that yoa ire the author ^ but I am told, ihe book- 
leJler ' ' - ■ . not from what hand h came** 

Prom jw/eft it b unJvt'rfally rcAii, from 

the c^MiiCt cGuukl 10 the nuiftjy. The p- to 

a mfln Sf^rf?r, that it b free from particular .» 

:c on grr ^ itics of men i* lyti fc- 

• we now tnFct with people of 



(£(^£0 Qt evil cootc<\tica^ ^ d^:;^^^ 



natnre j at which jt cannot be wondered that Kc takes. ! 
moil ofFetice, being Kimfelf the mod accomplil}ied of kls^ j 
fpecie&j and (o bring more than any other of thatpraifc 
which is 6m both to die dignity and virtue of a man •• 
Your friend, my Lord Harcourr, commends it voy. 
mncht tbo' he thinks in fome places the matter too fer 
earned* The Datchefs -Dowager of Marlboroogh J3 
in raptures at it j fhe fays llie can dream of nothing dfe 
fmce fhe read it : (he dedafcs, that flic hath now fotnid 
OQt, that her whole life haih been loii in careffing the 
word part of mankind, and treating die bell as her roes ; 
and that if fhe knew Gulliver, tho* he had been the 
worll enemy ihe ever had, (he would give up her prefent 
acquaintance for his friendlhip. Yon may fee by this, 
ihat you are not much injured by being fuppofed the 
author of this piece. If you are, you have difobUged 
OS, and two or three of your beft friends, in not giving 
OS the leail hint of it while you were with m ; and in par* 
tic 12 1 ar Dr ArbntKnotj who fays, it is ten thoufand pitiet 
he had not known it, he could have added fuch abun- 
dance of things upon every fub]e£t* Among lady-criticf, 
ibme have found out that Mr Gulliver had a particular 
malice to maids of honour* Thofe of them who fre- 
quent the church, fay, his defign is impious, and that it 
is depreciating the works of the Creator. Notwtthftind- 
ing, J am told the Princefs hath read it with great plea* 
ftire- As to other critics, they think the flying iiland h 
the leaft entertaining ; and fo great an opinion the towa 
have of the impoflibility of Galiiver*s writing at alt be- 
low himfelf, 'tis agreed that part was not writ bv the 
iame hand, tho* this hath iu defenders too< It hatfc 
pafled Lords and Commons, mmini cGuiradiifrnt ; and 
the whole town, men, women, and children, are ^uite 
full of it. 

Perhaps I may all this time be talkiog to you of a 
book you have never fee^i and which hath not yet 
fcudhcd Ireland. If ic hath not, 1 bdleve what we havo^ 



* tl h no wonder i man of worth (hcwald ocwiilemn a fatln 
1li& l^dcs; as it Injures virtue, aad v^olat^a tmth: »>id 
that a Cdrn^pt man (hould jipprove it« bec&ufe it iuftifi4:s hii 1 
4^^ks^ MnJ tc^s to cxcuic his practice. W^h 
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(aid will be fufficient to recommend it to your reading, 
and that you will order me to fend it to you. 

But it will be much better to come over yourfelf, and 
read it here ; where you will have the pleafiire of va- 
riety of commentators, to explain the difficult pafTages 
to you. 

We all rejoice that you have fixed the precife time of 
your coming to be cum birundine prima ; which we mo- 
dern naturalifts pronounce ought to be reckoned, con- 
trary to Pliny, in this northern latitude of fifty-two de- 
frees, from the end of February, ftyl. Greg, at farthelL 
at to us your friends, the coming of fuch a black fwal- 
low as you, will make a fummer in the worft of feafons. 
Wc arc no lefs glad at your mention of Twickenham 
and Dawley ; and in town you know you have a lodging 
at court. 

The Princefs is clothed in Trifh filk; pray give our 
fcrvice to the weavers. We are ftrangely furprifed to 
hear that the bells in 'Ireland ring without your money. 
I hope you do not write the thing that is not. We are 
afraid that B — hath been guilty of that crime, that you 
(like Houyhnhnm) have treated him as a Yahoo, and dif- 
carded him your fervice. I fear you do not underftand 
thcfe modifh terms, which every creature now under- 
(lands but yourfelf. 

You tell us your wine is bad, and that the clergy do 
not frequent your houfe, which we look upon to be 
tautology. The beft advice we can give you is, to make 
them a prefent of your wine, and come away to better. 

Yx)u fancy we envy you, but you are miftaken : we 
envy thofe you are with, for we cannot envy the ^man 
we {ove. Adieu. 



# L E T T E R XX. 

No*v. 16. 1726. 

IHave rcfolved to take time ; and, in fpite of all mif- 
fbrtunes and demurs, which ficknefs, lamenefs, or dif- 
ability of any kind can throw in my way, to write you 
(at intervals) a long letter. My two lead fix\^^\:^ o^ 
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one hand hang impediments to the others *, like iifclers 
depertdentSj whoonly take up roooip and nevei area£iivc 

atntlant to our wants. I fliall never be much the bet- 

■ for them, — I congrattilate you firft upon what you 
call yoltr couiin's wonderful book, which is puhiu^ inm 
ffmnu at prefciit, and F prophefy will be hereafter the 
admiration of all men. That coantennnce with whicli it 
u received by fome llatcfmcTi, \s delightful ; I wifh 1 
could tell you hovv every iingle m.in looks upon it, to ob* 
ferve whkh has been my whole divcrfton this foimig'ht. 
I've never been a night in London iince ypu left mCi till 
now, for this very enai and indeed it has fully anfwercd 
my expe^atJonSi 

I find no confiderable man very angry at the boofc. 
Someindeed think it rather too bold, and too general a 
fat ire : but none, chat 1 hear of, accufe it of particular 
rcHe£tions ; (I mean no perfons of confequence, or good 
judgment ; the mob of criticgj you know, always are de- 
sirous to apply fatxre to thofe they envy for being above 
them) : fo that you neet^ed not to hiive been fo fecret 
upon this head. Motte received the copy, he tdb me* 
he knew not from whence, nor from whonrj, dmpped »t 
his houle lu the darkj from a hackney coach i By com- 
puting the ^ime, 1 found it was after you left England 5 
fo, for n>y part> I fufpend my judgment, 

I am plcafed with the nature and quality of your prc- 
fent to the Prmcefs. The Irifh ftuff you feiitto Mrs* IL 
her R. H, kid hold of, snd has made up for her owit 
ufc* Arc >ou determined to be national in tvtvy things 
even in your civiliues ? You are the grcateft poliiiciaii 
in Europe at this rate; ; but as yon are a rational poli- 
tician, there's no great fear of you, you will never fiic* 
ceed. 

Another thing in which you have plcafed me, was 

what 

• Tills was octafsoned by a bad atTiJent ts he ^as rtmmtng 
homt in a friend*?, chanotj uHch in pfTiiig .f bridge 'u- sis fsvcr- 
turned, and thrown with the horics into xhc iw^tt, 7ht gU/)<f 
Ijeing up, and Mr Pope unabU- to brciik tljcm, he was In ioimcdViife 
dan|?crof drown iiig; uhcn the pfjftjliun, vIjo ijad jufl rter. v^^rcii 
fiinnftlf, beat ihe jrlafs which by yppcrmoft, to picec* 
mciu of whicJi cut one of Mr liQftH handfi vny d»n^ 
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wliat you IHy to Mr P. by wKkh it feems to mej tliat you 
%*alue no man's ctviliiy above your own dignity^ or yodr 
tjwn rcafoHp Surely, w^iihout flattery, you are now a- 
tove all panics of iticn ; and it is high time ta be {o^ 
after twenty or ihirty years obfcrvation of the greic 
world, 

Nuiirm addiilut jurttri in ^ithu magtfirit 

I gudlion not, many men would be of yoar mttmacy, 
that you might be of their interefi : but QoA ff>rhid any 
honelt or witty man iliould be of any, but that of hb 
courftry; They have fcout^dreb enouph to write for 
their paffions and thdr defigns ; let ns write for troth, 
for honour, and for poftenty. If you mull needs write 
ebout politics at all, (b*it perhaps 'lis full ai wife to play 
the fool »iiy other wayX furely it ought to be fo as m 
preferve the dignity and integrity of your chara^er with 
thofe times to come, which will moil impartially judge 
of you* 

1 wilh you had writ to Lord Peterborow ; no man Is 

more aieflionate toward you. Don*t fancy none but 

Tories are your friends ; for at that fuce 1 mnfl be at 

[ at half your friend, and fjocerely I am wholly fo* 

a, write often, and come foon ; for maiiy wifh yoa 

W€ll^ aiul iM would be gkd of your company. 
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LETTER XXr 
Tr9m Dr SwirT* 

Dublin^ Ns^. IT* 1726- 

Am jull come from anfwerJng a letter of Mjj H^ \^ 

writ in foch nivtlic::! rcrm?* that t iliuulJ ncvirr K«vc 
I found out th :^% if n be 

Ir. liinrtj Citi*.\ . : ^vtif^ of V. 

I read thr book mrr 
,L»fervc fcvcmJ pafTages 
Itched and altered *. aind thr 
Vou IV. P 

i yf iht i. 
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Ibit, uulefs T ato mtich miikken. Dr Arbothnot like* 
the prtijeclors leall* ; Others, yoti tell me, the Bymg 1- 
il;irjd: fome think it wrong to be fo hard upon whole bo- 
dies or corporations ; yet tlie general opinbn is, ihatxe- 
fletuons OD particular peifons are mod to be bkcned: fo 
that, in thefecafesv I think the heft method is, to letcen- 
fure a lid c pinion take their courfe- A biftiop here fajd, 
that book was full of improbable lies ; and, for his 
partt* he hardly believed a word of it. And fo mnph 
lor Galliver- 

GoinG to England is a very good thing, if it were 
DOt iitf ended with an ugly circumftanee of ret timing to 
liebnd. It is a fhame you do not perfuade your mini- 
ilers to keep me on that fide, if it were but by a court- 
expedient of keeping me in prifon for a plotter ; but at 
the fame time I muil rcll you, that fuch journeys very 
much flr^orten my life, for a month here is longer thin 
iix at Twickenham. 

How comes friend Gay to be fo tedious ? Anoiher 
mzn tan' pablifh iifty thcufanct lies ibocer than he can 
fifty fables. 

i am jnft gomg to perform a very good office ; it is to 
ailjil with the Atchbilliop, in degrading a prion who 
€0iip!c5 all our beggars ; by which 1 fhall make one hap- 
py rnan j and decide the greai queftion of an indelible 
charaOer in hvotir of the principles in fdhion. This f 
hope yoti will reprefent to the mlnillry io my favour, ai 
a point of merit; Co farcwel till I return. 

I am come back, and have depri\^ed the parfon, who 
by a law here is to be hanged the next couple he mar- 
ries. He declared to us that he rcfolved to be h ^ 
only defiled, tliat %hen he was to go to the g^ 
the Archbifliop would take off his exrommunjcauon* U 
not he A good Cathoiic ? nnd yet he h but a Scotch- 
man. This is the only Jrjfh event 1 ever troubled yoti 
with, and I think It defervcs notice^^ — —Let m: jJ4 
that i( I were GviUIver's friend, 1 would d 
act^uainfance to give out, that his copy . ...^ 
mangled, and abufeJ, end added to, and blotted out 
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by the printer ; for fb to me it feems^ in the fecond vo- 
lame particularly. Adieu. 



LETTER XXII. 
From Dr SwiFT. 

Dec, 5. 17^6. 

I Believe the hurt in your hand afFedls me more than 
it does yourfelf ; and with reafon, becaufe I may pro- 
. bably be a greater lofcr by it. What have accidents 
to do with thofe who are neither jockeys^ nor fox-hun- 
ttn, nor bullies, nor drunkards? and yet a rafcally 
groom fhaJl gallop a foundered horfe ten miles upon a. 
caufey, and get homefafe. 

I am very much pleafed that you approve what was 
fent ; becaufe I rem^ember to have Iieard a great man 
(ay, that nothing required more judgment than making a 
prefent ; which when it is done to thofe of high rank, 
ought to be of fomething that is not readily got for 
money. You oblige me, and at the fame time do me 
juftice, in what you obferve as to Mr P. Befides, it is 
too late in life for me to a6l otherwife, and therefore I 
follow a very eafy road to virtue, and purchafe it cheap. 
If you will give me leave to join us, i3 not your life and 
mine a Hate of power, and dependence a ftate of lla ve- 
ry } We care not three pence whetfier a prince or mi- 
niiler will fee us or no : we are not afraid of having ill 
e^ces done us, nor are at the trouble of guarding our 
words for fear of giving offence. I do agree, that riches 
are liberty ; but then we are to put into the balance,. 
how long our apprentice(hip is to laft in acquiring them. 

Since you have received the verfes, 1 moft earneftly 
Jjptreat you to burn thofe which you do not approve,. 
and in thofe few where you may not diflike fome parts, 
blot out the reft, and fometimes (tho' it be againft the 
kzinefs of your nature) be fo kind to make a few cor- 
redHons, if the matter will bear them. 1 have fome- 
few of thoie things I call thoughts moral and diverting ;, 
if yea pleafe, 1 will fend the beft I can pick franv Uv^t£\, 
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to add to the new volume. I have leafon to cbufe 
method you mention of mixing the ievcral verfes, ai 
iiope thereby, amotig the baa critics^ to be in titled 
in ore merit timn is my due* 

This moment I am fo happy to have a letter froiB 
Lord Feterborow^ for whkh i in treat y«m will prefei 
him with my humble refpeds and thanks, tho' he all- 
to-be Gollivers me by very tJrong infinuationa* Tho* 
you defpife riddles, I am flrongly tempted to fend a par- 
cel tt> be printed by themfe Ives, and make a nine penny 
job for the bookfcller. There are (ou\t of my own# 
wherein i exceed mankind ; mtra patmata t the moi1& 
folemn that were ever (ztw i asd fome writ by oihe/t, 
admirable indeed^, but fiir inferior to mine ; but I ml" 
not praife myfclf* You approve that writer who tauj 
,and make^ others laagh ; but why fhould I who hate 
world, or you who do not love it, make it fo happ; 
therefore I refolve from henceforth to handle only lerl^ 
OUtfiibjeflSi nijt fuidiu^ doHi, Tr^Safi, tiiJknUs. 



BETTER XXin* 

March t. l7a6-7« 

MR Stopford will be the bearer of this letter, foi 
whofe acquain lance I am^ among many other 
favours, obliged to yoa : and 1 think the acquaintance 
of fo valuable, ingetuousj and unj^efkd a mao, to be 
tiane of the leaili obligationj. 

Our mifcellany is now quite printed* I am prodieiouf- 
ly pleafed with thh joint volume ; In which methliikt, 
we look like friends, fide by fide, fenous and meny b|t? 
tarns, converfmg interchaiigeably, and walking down 

Lliand in hand to poilcrity ; not in the ft iff l^rm^, 
learned autbora, Haltering each other, and feitii 
reft of mankind at nought; but in a free, umm| 
natural, cafy manner, diverting others juJl as we 
cd ourfelvei. The third volume confiils of verfes; 
1 would chafe to print mm but fuch as have fome pc 
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liariry» ant! mty be diftinguifhed for ours fiiom others 
writers, 1 here's no end of niaking books, So!0nioii-« 
Jaid, and above alh of making miiceUaniest which ali^ 
men can make- For unkfs there be acharader in every 
piece, like itie mark of the cledtt 1 fhojuld not care ta • 
Tbe one of the twelve thouland Agned. 

Yoo received* I hope* foroe commendaiory verfes froni^- 
horfe and a Lillipuliaa, to GulHver, and an heroic- 
epiiUe of Mra Gulliver The bookfeller would faia* 
have [Tinted them before the fccood edition of the book^i 
bat ] wo a Id not permit it without your approbation p 
uor do i much like them. You fee how much like a 
poet I write ; and yet if you were with tis j ou*d be 
deep in politics. People are very warm, and very angry* 
very little to the purpofe j but therefore the more warm^ 
ano the more angry. Ne^ nofirum ifi iiznim €smfQmf$ 
iitih I ii ay at T w i t nam* wi thout fo much as re ad s ji g 
news 'papers, votes* or any other paltry pamphlets, 
Mr Stopford wiH carry you a whole parcel of them^ 
which are fcnt for your diversion, but not imisatton. 
For my own part, methmks t am at Glubdubdribj with- 
none but ancienti and fpirits about me. 

1 am rather better thaa I ufe to be at this feafon, but* 
i»y hand (tho*, as you fee, it ha? not loft its cunning). 
ii frequently io very awkward fenfationi, rather than. 
pain. But to convince you it is pretty wtll, 
ji^me mifchicr a}ready, and ja(l bc^' 
cm ihc other hand, while it wa* ainiii..^ _ ^ 
tree. 

LA!>y BoK't^'^Tffitc'- f,n^ iJL'rtI -.*nt| nTrtfiti 

which will LI 
•'"V r*<^od* «.. . . 
ncy fome 
xulcnL Ai 
^mi: 1 wtfh |0u 
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OS, t. 17*7. 
pcrfe^ trouble to oe to write to you | anj 
J^ your kind ktter left for ine at Mr. Gay*s affcdtcd me 
{q much, th^L it made me like a gitL 1 can't tell wbue 
to Tay CO you ; I only feel tliat 1 wiOi you well in every 
circumilaiice of life ; that it 1$ almorf as ^ood to be 
hated as 10 be loved, considering the pain it is to mindi 
of any tender turn, to find themfelves fo utterly im 
lent to do any good, or give any cafe to thofe who 
fcrve moll from us. 1 would very fain know, as fc 
m you recover your cona plaints, or any part of ihei 
Would to God 1 could eaf& any of tbem, or had bi 
able even to have alleviated any ! 1 found I was nol_ 
and truly it grieved ane^ I was forry to 6nd you couJtf 
think yourfdf eaficr in any houfe than in mine 1 tho^ 
at the fame time J cati allow for a tendernefs in yoi 
way of tliinkingt even when it feemed to want that t 
derneft* I can^'t explain my meaning; perhaps yi 
know it. But. the bell way of convincing you of 
indulgence, \^ill be, if 1 live, to viiit you in Ireli 
and a£l there as much in my own way as yon did 
in yours. I will not leave your roof, if I am ill. 
your bad health I fear there was added fome Jiis ^ 
able news from Ireland, which might occailon youf 
iUdden departure : for the lali time 1 £iw you, you a 
fured me you would not kave us this wh«1e winter, u 
Icls your health grew better ; and i don't Hnd it did i 
I never complied Jb unwillingly in my life with any friei 
a£ with you> in flaying fo in tire IV from you ; nor couli 
I have had the conflancy to do u, if you had not pro 
Biifed, that before you went^ we lliould meet, and yoi 
would ^nd to ui all to come. I have gjven your 
membraoccs to thofe you mention in yonrs* Wc 
qiiiie forry for you. 1 mean for ouffelvt-s I hope, 
you do» that we Ciall meet in a move dorahleand ^ 
fati^fa^lory Hate s but the Irfs fure I am of thai 
more 1 would indufge it in this. We Are to 
we il^^ li^ve ioms; thing better dian even a tk 

thcxt: 
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Acre ; but cert^nly here wc have nothing fo good. 
Adieu for this time. May you find every friend you ga 
to as pleafed and happy, as every friend you went from 
ia iorry and troubled*' 

Tcurs, &€• 



LETTER XXV. 
From Dr Swift. 

DMi'ft, Off. \z. 1727. 

I Have been long reafoning with royielf upon the con* 
dition I am in, and in concluiion have thought it 

bell to return to what fortune hath made my home. 
I have there a large houie, and fervants and conveniens 
cies about me. I may be worfe than I am ; and I 
have no where to retire. I therefore thought it bed to* 
return to Ireland, rather than go to any diilant place 
in England. Here is my maintenance, and here my 
convenience. If it pkafes God to redore me to my 
health, I ihall readily make a third journey; if not, we 
mud part, as all human creatures have, parted. Yock 
ire the bed and kinded friend in the werld, and I know 
DO body alive or dead to whom I am (o nvuch obliged t 
and if ever you made me angry, it was for ]^our toa 
much care about me. I have often wiflied that God 
ftlmighty would be fo eafy to the weaknefs of mankind, 
BS to let old friends be acquainted in another date r 
and if I were to write an Utopia for heaven, that 
would be one of my fchemes. This wildnefs yoci 
mud allow for, becaufe I am giddy and deaf. 

I find it more convenient to be fick here, without the 
vexation of making my friends uneafy ; yet my giddi- 
ne{s alone would not have done, if that unTociable 
comfbrdefs deafnefs had not quite tired, me. And 
1 believe I (hould have returned from the inn, if I had 
not feared it was only a ftiort intermidion, and the 
year was late, and my licence expiring. Sflrely, befides 
adl other faults, I diould be a very ill judge, to doubt 
your frieoddup and kindneis. fiut it hath pleaied G<^d^ 
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that yon are not in a ilate of health, to be mortiiM' 
with the care and fickneis of a friend. Two fick ftieildi 
never did well together y, fach an office is fitter for fe^ 
vants and humble companions, to whom- it is whoflj- 
indifferent, whether we give them* trouble or no. The 
cafe would be quite otherwifc if yon were with me; 
vou could refufe to fee any body ; and here is a large 
houfe, where we need not hear eadi other if we war 
both fick. I have a race of orderly elderly people d 
both fexes at command, who are of no conieqaencc^ 
and have gifts proper for attending us ; who can bawl 
when ! am deaf,, and treat foftly when I am only gidd^, 
and would fleep. 

I had another reafon for mv hafte hither ;- which was 
changing my agent, the - old one* having terribly inirol* 
ved my little affairs ; to which however I am grown br 
indifferent, that I believe I (hall lofe two or* three has- 
dred pounds rather than plaeue nyfelf with accounts r 
fo that I am very well qusuificd' to be a Xord^ and pot' 
into Peter Walter's hands. 

Pray God continue and increafe Mr CongreveV t- 
mendment ; tho^he does not deierve it like-yoa,- having, 
been too lavifh of that health whichr nature gave him. 

I hope my Whitehall landlord is nearer to a plaor 
than when I left himi as the preacher faid, <* the dff 
** of judgment was nearer than ever it hiid been before.** 

Pray God Tend yoo heakh, dtt falutm^ ifei •pes ; w- 
mam aquam tihi ipji parabis. You fee Horace iwiihed ftr 
money, as well» as health ; and I would hold a- crown he- 
kept a coach ; aad I ihall never be a friend lo^e court 
tiM you do fo too. 

35s«r/, ftcs ■ 



LET TER XXVE 
From Dr Swift. 

Offiflir joi 17*7; 

THE firft letter 1 writ after my landing was to Mr- 
Gay ; but it would have been wifertodireftif 
to-Tonfoa or Liiuot,loviYkoia\\^^'i^>DA&VA<|g 
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^ f ' rrs of th« pofl-o(Hcc* fa 

1 cjiiRk ihangc 1 made* 
the deafier), thro* roany 
n to the civiU]ic<l world* 
roHfn f4^ile*^kd, \u how ftw houn, wuh a 
4>T a Giroiig gale, a m-in Tnny come ^mf^ng 
^enknowti td him ac the - If i did 

im more by your convd 1 1 i nd kimlnffs 
your Jeiter, I mighl be bnfc eocugh to hr 
pcnxii of frieodftiip, you a£t like feme | 
wIm) writ much bctier opoti %*irtce than thfy 
: it Jfj nnfiver, i can only fwcfir, that yoa 
light roc to drsaJiit whicli I had not done m 
years ftirthcr tJsan by inexprtffiblc nonfenfe j 
: iow I <;aii every night difliud'^ly fee Twickenham, 
ihc grotto, arjd Dawlcy, and many other H a^ 
i^f*% md^n is but three nights fmtt I beat Mrs 
I mui\ needs eonfefs, that the pieafure 1 lake io 
[ on you, is vsry much kflbned by die pmn I 
Bt yotrr healths You pay dearly for the great 
n hath given you ; and for the confequencci 
"tt tlie eftccm and dillindlion you receive from 
ikm^r itniefs you can provide a tolerable ilock of 
;i in which purfuit I cannot much commend your 
but rather in treat you would mend it, by fol* 
ice of my Lord Bolingbrokcj and your 
OChcT |: , - When yon talked of cups and im- 

ja|«fions, it came Im^ my head to imitate you in quo- 
Icripiure, not to your advantage. I meatii what 
' to David by one of his brothers ; I km^v tkf 
f and the naught imf$ &/thy hurt, I remembei- when 
gfjcved yoar foul to fee me pay a penny more than 
pckb at an mr\t when you had maintained me three 
bnthf at bed 2jaA hoziA ; for which, if t had dealt with 
in the Smkbhdd way, if would have coft me a 
Bdrtd pounds ; for I live worfe here upon more. Did 
I ever confider, that f am for life almoin twice as rich 
I ywi, aad pay no rent, and drink French wine twice 
1-'""*'^ ^- yott do Port, and have neither coachp chair, 
l As to the worlds L think yoti ought to 
r It with St P*iu]> If 'we ha^^ frivn unio you fpiriraat 
\u it a^nat $hwr ff^it/lali nap ysur ianmi tkhi^s ? 
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This is more proper ftill, if yon coniider the Frenck 
word fpiritual^ in which fenfe" the world ought to pt^ 
you better than they do. If you made me a prefent df 
a thouiand.pound, I would not allow myfelf to be in your 
debt ; and if I made you a prefent of two, I would not 
allow myfelf to be out of it. But 1 have not half your 
pride : ^Vitnefs what Mr Gay fays in his letter/ that I 
was cenfured for begging prefents, tho' I limited them 
to ten Shillings. I i^e no reafon (at le2fl my friendihip 
and vanity fee none) why you fhould not give me a vifxc, 
when you (hall happen to be difen^aged. I will fend t 
perfon to Cheiler to take care of you, and you (hall be 
ufed by the beft folks we have here, as well as civility 
and good nature can contrive. I believe local motion 
will be no ill phytic ; and I will have your coming in- 
fcribed on my tomb, and recorded in never-dying vivfe. 
I thank Mrs Pope for her prayers, but I know die 
myftery. A perfon of my acquaintance, who uied la 
correfpond with th« laft Great Duke of Tnfcany, fhew- 
ing one of the Duke's letters to a friend, and profcffiog 
great fenfe of his Highnefs's friendihip, read this paffiigt 
out of the letters, I <would gi^ve one of my fingers to proam 
ywr real good. The perfon to whom this was read, and 
who knew the Duke well, faid, the meaning ofreaigmi 
was only, that the other might turn a good Catholk. 
Pray afk Mrs Pope, whether this ftory is applicable Co 
her and me ? I pray God blefs her, for I am fure fbe is^ 
a good chriAiaUy and (which is almoft as rare) a good 



woman. 
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LETTER XX^TI. 

Mr Gay to Dr Swift. « 

05. 22. 1727. 

THE Queen's family is at lad fettled ; and in the 
Tift I was appointed Gentleman-ufher to the Prin- 
cefs Louifa, the younged Princefs ; which, upon ac- 
count that I am fo far advanced in life, I have declined 

accepting 2 
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iccepdng ; and have endeavoured, in the beft manner I 
add, to malte my excufes by a letter to her Majerty. 
5onow all my expeftations are-vanilhed ; and / liave 
■0 pit>fpe£l, bat in depending wholly upon myfelf, and 
my own condu^. As I atn tifed to difappointinent^, [ 
can bc^r them ; but as I can have no more hopes, 1 can 
DO more be difap pointed ; fo that I am in a ble/Ted con- 

dtdon.' You remember you were advifing me to go 

into Newgate to finiih my foenes the more corredlly. — 
J now think I fhall, for I have no attendance to hinder 
me ; bat my Opera is already finiihed. I leave the rell 
of this paper to Mr Pope. 

Gay is a free man, and I writ him a long congratula- 
tory letter upon it. Do you the fame, it will mend 
iiiiD, and make him a better man than a court could do. 
Horace might keep his coach in Auguflus's time, if he 
l^eafed; but I won't in the time of our Auguflus. My 
poem, (which it grieves me that I dare not fend you a 
copy of, for fear of the Curls and Dennis's of Ireland, 
and ftill more for fear of the worft of traitors, our friends 
and admirers)* my poem, I fay, will fhew what a dillin- 
gnifiiing age we lived in. Your name is in it, with 
Smie others, under a mark of fuch ignominy as you will 
not much grieve to wear in that companv. Adieu^ and 
God blefs you, and give you health and fpirits, 

Wbelber thou chu/e drnjantes' feriom aivy 
■ Or laugh andjhah in RabUais^ ea/y chair. 

Or in the gra<ver goiun inflruSi tnankind^ 

Or, filenty let thy morals tell thy mind* 
Thefe two verfes are over and above what I have fai J of 
you in the poem. Adieu. 



E T T E R XXVIII. 
Dr Swift to Mr Gay. 



I 



Dublin, Nov. 23. 1727. 
Entirely approve your refufal of that employment, 
and your writing to the Queen. I am perfedlly con- 
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£dent you have a keen enemy in the miniftry. God 
forgive him, but not till he puts himfelf in a date to be 
forgiven. Upon reafoning with myfelf, I fhould hope 
they are gone too far to difcard you quite, and tluU 
they will give you fomething ; which, altho' much lefi 
than they ought, will be (as far as it Is worth) better 
circumftantiated, and dnce you already juft live, a mid- 
idling help will make you juft tolerable. Your latenefi 
in life (as you fo foon call it) might be improper to be- 
gin die world with, but almofl the eldeft men may hope 
to fee changes in a court. A minifter is always Seventy: 
you are thirty years younger ; and confider, Cromwel 
himfelf did not begin to appear till he was older than 
you. I beg you will be thrifty, and learn to value a 
ihilling, which Dr Birch faid was a ferious thing. Get 
a flronger fence -about your 1000/. and throw the inner 
fence into the heap, and be advifed by your Twicken- 
ham landlord and me about an annuity. Yoa are die 
moft refradlory, honeft, good-natured man leverJiave 
known. I could argue out this paper.— I am very elai 
your Opera is finifhed, and hope your friends will joii 
the reader to make it fucceed, becaufe you are ill-aiisd 
by others, 

I have known courts thefe thirity-fix years, and knoir 
they differ ; but in fome things they are extremely con- 
ilant. Firil, in the trite old maxim of a minifler's new 
forgiving thofe he hath injured. Secondly, in the in- 
fmcerity of thofe who would be thought the beft friends. 
Thirdly, in the love of fawning, cranging, and tale-bear- 
ing. Fourthly, in facriHcing thofe whom we reatiy wiih 
well, to a point of intercft, or intrigue. Fifthly, in keep- 
ing every thing worth taking, for thofe who can do SBf 
vice or dilTervice. 

Now, why does not Pope publifli his dulncfs • ? The 
rogues he marks, will die of themfelves in peace, and fo 
will his friends, and fo <there will be -neither punifhmf nt 

nor reward. Pray inquire how my Lord St John 

does ? There's no man's health in England I am more 
concerned about than his. 1 wonder whether yon be- 
gin to tafte the pleafure of independency ; or whether 
you do not fometimes leer upon the court, oaJo m9rt§. 

Will 
* The Danciad« 
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Will yoa not think of an annuity, when you are two 

Sars older, and have doubled your purchafe- money ? 
ave you dedicated your Opera, and got the ufual de- 
dication-fee of twenty guineas ? How is the Dodor ? 
Does he not chide, that you never called upon him for 
hints ? Is my Lord Bolingbroke, at the moment 1 an 
writing, a planter, a philoibpher, or a writer? Is Mr 
Pnltney in expedlation of a fon, or my Lord Oxford of 
a new old manufcript ? 

I bought your Opera to-day for fixpence ; a curfed 
print. 1 find there is neither dedication nor preface, 
loth which wants I approve ; it is in the grand gout. 

We are as full of it, pro modulo fiojfro, as London can 
be ; continually afting, and houfes cramm'd, and the 
Lord Lieutenant feveral times there laughing his hcarC 
oat I did not underfbnd, that the fcene of Locket and 
Peacham*s quarrel vias an imitation of one between Bru- 
. .tos and Cafiius, till I was told it. I wi(h Mackheath, 
when he was going to be hanged, had imitated Alex- 
ander tJie Great when he was dying. I would have had 
his fellow rogues deiire his commands about a fuccefTor, 
tnd he to anfwer, let it be the moft worthy, ire We 
hear a million of (lories about the Opera, of the applaufe 
It the ibng, That luas le^velPJ at me, when two great mi- 
mfters were in a box together, and all the world flaring 
It diem. I am heartily gla3 your Opera hath mended 
yoarpurfe, tho* perhaps it may fpoil your court. 

Will you defire my Lord Bolingbroke, Mr Pultney, 
nd Mr Pope, to command you to buy an annuity with 
two thoufand pounds, that you may laugh at courts, and 

hid miniflers 

Ever preferve fome fpice of the alderman, and prepare 
«gainft age, and dulnefs, and ficknefs, and coldnefs, or 
£ath of friends. A whore has a refource left, that (he 
.can turn bawd ; but an old decayed poet is a creature 
alandoned, and at mercy, when he can find none. Get 
mc likewife Polly's Mezzotinto. Lord, how the fchool- 
bcys at Weftminfter, and univerfity-lads adore you at 
this junflure ! Have you made as many men laugh as 
niiullers can make weep ? 

Iwill cxcufe Sir the trouble of a letter. When 

ambafladors came from Troy to condole with Tiberius 
Vol. IV. G vi^ti 
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upon the death, of his nephew, after two years ; the 
Fmperor anfvvered, that he likewife condoled with them 
for the untimely death of Heftor. I always loved and 
refpecEted him very much, and do ftill as much as ever; 
and it is a return fuificient, if he pleafes to accept the 
offers of my moft humble fervice. 

The Beggar's Opera hath knocked down Gulliver ; I 
hope to fee Pope's Dulnefs knock down the Beggar*! 
Opera, but not till it hath fully done its job. 

To expofe vice, and make people laugh with inno- 
cence, does more public fervice than all the minifters of 
itate from Adam to Walpole ; and fo adieu. 



LETTER XXIX, 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr SwiPT. 

POPE charges himfelf with this letter. He has been 
here two days ; he is now hurrying to London ; he 
will hurry back to Twickenham in two days more ; andy 
before the end of the week, he will be, for ought 1 knoWy 
at Dublin. In the mean time, his Dulne/s * grows and 
flourifties, as if he was there already. It will indeed be 
a noble work. The many will ftare at it, the few will 
fmile, and all his patrons, from Bickerflaff to Gulliver, 
will rejoice, to fee thcmfelves adorned in that immortal 
piece. 

1 hear that you have had fome return of your illnefiy 
which carried you fo fuddenly from us, if indeed it was 
your own illnefs which made you in fuch hade to be at 
Dublin. Dear Swift, take care of your health. I'll 

five you a receipt for it, a la Montagne, or, which is 
etter, a la Bruyere. Nourijfer bien ^votre corps ; ne it 
fatiguer jamais : lalffcr rouiller i^tffrit^ ineuhU inutile 'uoin 
uuitl dangereux : laijjftr Jtnner njoi cloches U mating pour M^ 
fveiller les chanoines, et pour fair e dormir U Doyen d^unjom" 
met I deux et profond, qui lui procure de beaux jonges : lever 
njQus tardy et aller at* eglife^ pour ^vous faire payer d" avoir 
.liiH dormi ct bien dejeune. As to myfelf, (a perfon about 

whom 

• The DuncUd, 
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vbom 1 concern myfelf very IklJe), I muft (ay a word 
Cf tWT] otit of complaifance to you. I am in my farm, 
and here I fhaot ftrong and tenacious roots. I have 
ought hold of the earthy (to ttfe a gardener's phrafe); 
ind neither my enemies nor my friends will find it an 
^(y matter to tranfplant me again. Adieu. Let mi: 
icaj from you, at leaft of you. I love you for a thou- 
£tnd things ; for none more than for the jull cfleem and 
love which you have for all the fons of Adam. 

P. S. According to Lord Bolingbrokc's account, I 
hell be at Dublin m three days. I cannot help adding a 
word, to defire you to expe6l my foul there with you by 
that time ; bat as for the jade of a body that is tacked to 
k, I fear there will be no dragging it after. I a:Ture 
yoa I have few friends here to detain me, and no power- 
ful one at court abfolutely to forbid my journey. I am 
told the genocracy are of opinion, that they want no 
better writers than Gibber, and the Britifh journalifc ; fo 
that we may live at quiet, and apply ourfclves to our 
more abilrufe ftudies. The only courtiers I know, or 
have the honour to call my friends, are John Giiy and 
MrBowry. The former is at prefent fo employed in 
die elevated airs of his Opera, and the latter in the ex- 
altation of his high dignity, (that of her Majefty's water- 
man), that 1 can fcarce obtain a categorical anfwer from 
either ta any thing I fay to them. But the Opera fuc- 
cccds extremely, to yours and my extreme fatisfartioii, 
©f which he promifes this pod to give you a full account:. 
I have been in a worfe condition of health than evei-v 
tnd think my immortality is very near out of my en- 
joyment: fo it mull be in you. and in pollerity, tO: 
make me what amends you can for dying young. Adieu, 
W^hile I am, I am yours* Pray love ms, and take car« 
•f yourfelf. 



LETTER' XXX: 

March 23. 172.7-8. 
T Send you a very odd thing, a paper printed in Boflon 
'■• ia New England, wherein you'll iiud a real perfo.sv 
G;2 iir 
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a member of tkeir parliament, of the name ofy&jiad 
Ciiiii-vtr, Jf ihe fame of that traveller h^ travell^ 
thither* it has travelled very quick to have folks chrifi 
cd already by the name of the fuppofed aQtlior- But J 
^■ou objed, that do child fo lately chriileficd, €ouJ4 
arrived at years of maturity to be elcfled into parill 
uieot ; I reply* (to folve the liddJe), thai the peifon \ 
an Afitii^spii/L and fiotchriHetied till full age, which " 
all right However it be, the accident is very Gngui^ 
that thete two names ihould be united* 

Mr Gay's Opera has been a£led near forty days i 
HI tig, and will certainly conuane the whole fcafon,. 
lie has more thaa a fence about his thoufaad pound • 
ic'll foon be thinking of a fence about hiii two thoufaj 
Shall no one of us live as we would wifh each other 
Jive r Shall he have no annuity, you no fettlemeni i 
this iide» and I no profpef^ of getting io you on the i 
ther } sbis world is made for Ca^far* — z^ Cato faid ; 
ambitious, falfe, or flattering people, to domineer 
Nay they would not, by their good will, kave us oj 
very books^ thoughts, or words in quiet, I dcfp' 
the world ycl^ I afTurc you » more than either Gay i 
you, and the court more than all the reft of the world 
As for thofe fcrib biers for whom you apprehend 1 wottl 
fuppyeG my Duinefs^ (which, by the way, for the fuiu 
yoa are to call hy a more pompou!5 name, Tht DnHcria^ 
how much that neft of homers are my regaid^ will eaU' 
appear to you, when you read the treatife of tl\e Bathe 
At all adventures, yo^ira and my name ihali Hail 
linked as friends to potlerjty, both in verfe and prolj 
and, as Tully calls it, is tonfueiu^^im fimiiGmm. Wo«' 
to God our perfons could hut as well and as furely 
infeparable ! I fiiid my other ties dropping from me 
ibme worn oF, fome torn off^ others relaxing daJljj 



* Before Mr G.iy had ft need this iliauIanJ poimJs,. he liad 
#Oinflilt*citin wjih iiis trietttSs about the diipoiiil of 3e. Mr L. ; 
Iflfcd him to iutmll it to the funds, and live «pim the intercj 
ir AFbuthnot, it> uiiruft it to Provider! ee. and live upon 
yrtpcipal; ind Mr Pops was for piirch&Smg an an*»luty for J 
In tt>b uncertAifity he C^uU only 6y with the oU man ia 
fence, F(fcMi prohe. 
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my greateft, both by duty, gratitude, and humanicyp 
time is fliaking eveiy moment, and it now hangs but by 
a thread ! I am many years the older, for living fo much 
with one {6 old ; much the more helplefs, for having 
been fo long helped and tended by her ; much the more 
Goniiderate and tender, for a daily commerce with one 
who required me juftly to be both to her ; and confe- 
quently the more melanchdy and thoughtful ; and the 
]e& fit for others, who want only in a companion or a 
friend, to be amufed or entertained. My conflitution 
too has had its fhare of decay, as well as my fpirits ; and 
I am as much in the decline at forty as you at futy. I 
believe we Ihould be fit to live together, could I get a 
little more health, which might make me not quite in- 
fopportable. Your deafnefs would agree with my dul- 
Defi ; you would not want me to fpeak when you could 
lot hear. But God forbid you fhould be as deAitutc of 
the focial comforts of life, as I mull when I lofe my mo* 
ther ; or that ever you ihould lofe your more ufeful ac - 
qaaintance fo utterly, as to turn your thoughts to fuck 
a broken reed as 1 am, who could fo ill fupply your 
wants. I am extremely troubled at die returns of your 
deafnefs ; you cannot be too particular in the account.-* 
of year health to me ; every thing you do or fay in this 
kbd, obliges me, nay, delights me, to fee the judice you. 
io me in thinking me concerned in all your concerns; fo 
that tho' the pleafantcH thing you can tell me be that 
you are better or eafier, next to that it pleafcs me, that 
' JOA make me the perfon you would complain to. 

As the obtaining the love of valuable men is the hap^ 
picft end I know of this life, fo the next felicity is, to 
get rid of fools and fcoundrels ; which I can't but own 
to you was one part of my defign in falling upon thcfe 
anthors, whofe incapacity is not greater than their infm- 
cerity ; and of whom I have always found, (if I may. 
guoie myfelf), 

7hat each had author is as had a friend. 

This poem will rid me of thofe infedts. 

Cedite, Romani fcnptares^ cedite^ Graii i . 
Hifcio quid majus nafcitur Iliade -, 

G 3 
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I mean than my Viad ; and I call it t^efdo quid, whicftr 
IS a Aii^:^^ of modefty ; but however, if it filence the(e 
fellows S it mud be fomething greater than any Iliad vet 
Chnflendom. Adieu. 



LETTER XXXL 

From Z>r S w I F T. ^ 

Dublin^ May 10. 172^. . 
T Have with great pleafure (hewn the New- England 
■■- news-paper with the two names Jonathan Culli*ver\ 
and I remember Mr. Fortefcue fent yoa an accoant 
from the afTizes, of one Lemuel Gulliver^ who had a 
caufe there, and lofl it on his ill reputation of being a 
liar. Thefe are not the only obfervations I have made 
upon odd Grange accidents in trifles, which in things of 
great importance would hs^ve been matter for hiftorians. 
Mr Gay*s Opera hath been adted here twenty times ; 
and my Lord Lieutenant f tells me, it is very well per- 
formed; he hath feen it often, and approves it much. 

You give a moft melancholy account of yourfelf, and 
which I do not approve. I reckon, that a man fubjeft 
like us to bodily infirmities, fhould only occafionally 
converfe with great people, notwithftanding all their 
good q[uairties, eafmefTes, and kindnefTes. There is an- 
other race which I prefer before them, as beef and mut- 
ton for conflant diet before partridges ; I mean a middle 
fcind both for underftanding and fortune ; who are per- 
feftly eafy, never impertinent, complying m every 
thing, ready to do a hundred little offices^at you an<l 
I may often want, who dine and fit with me five times 
for once that i go to them, and whom lean tell with- 
out ofFeace, that I am otherwife engaged at prcfent. 
This you cannot expedl from any of thofe that eithcft^ 
you, or I, or both are acquainted with on your fide; 
Wlio are only fit for our healthy feafons, and have much 

bufinefi 

* It did, in a tittle time, efie^ally filcnce ihem. Waxl^ 
t Lord Carteret^ 
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bafinefs of their own^ God forbid I fiiould condemn 
yon to Ireland, {quanquarrs O /); and for Knglahd I cic- 
jpajr; and indeed a change ofaftmrs A'ould come too 
hit at my feafon of life, and might probably prodace 
nothing on my behalf. You have kept Mrs Pope long- 
er, and have had her care beyond what from nature 
70P could exped; not biit her lofs will be very knfil'Ie, 
whenever it ftiall happen, J hy one thing, that boih 
jiimmers and winters arc milder here th:m with you ; all 
things for life in general better for a middling fortune : 
you will have an abfolute command of your company, 
with whatever obfeqaioufnefs or freedom you may ex- 
pcft or allow^ I have an elderly houfekeepcr *, who 
lath been my W— Ip — le above thirty years, whenever 
I lived in this kingdom. I have the command of one 
or two villa's near this town : you have a warm apart- 
ment in this hoafe, and two gardens for amufemcnr. I 
kave faid enongh, yet not half. Except abfence from 
fiiendSf I confels freely that I have no difcontent at li- 
ving here ; befkies what arifes from a filly fpirit of liber- 
ty, which as it neither fours my drink, nor hurt3 my 
aeaty nor fpoils my flomach farther than in imagination^ 
fe I refolve to thr6w it off. 

You talk of this Dunciad ; but I am Impatient to 
have it <v<.lareper era ; — there is now a vacancy for fame. 
The Beggar's Opera hath done its talk. ; dij'cuaty uti com^ 
mvAfatur, Adieu. 

LETTER XXXII. 
From Dr Swift, 

JuKe T. 1 72 J?. 

I Look upon my Lord Bolingbroke and us iwo. as a 
peculiar triumvirate, who ha\e nothinri to expert, 
or to fear ; and fo far fittell to convene with one an- 
other : only he and I are a little A. jjf rt to ichemes, 
ind one of us»(I woiu fay which) upon very weak ap- 
pearances, ard this you have nothing to do with. I do 
profefs, without aiicclation, that your kind opiniGu of 

me 
• Mrs Brcct, 
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roe as a patriot, (fince you. call it Co), is what I do not 
deferve ; becaufe what I do is owing to perfed sage and. 
refentment, and the mortifying fight of flavery, folly, 
and bafenefs about me, among which I am forced to live. 
And I will take my oath, that you have more virtue in 
an hour, than I in feven years : for you defpife the fol- 
lies and hate the vices of mankind, without the leaft ill 
cffeft on your temper ; and with regard to particular 
men, you are inclined always rather to think the better.; 
whereas with me it is always diredlly contrary. I hope» 
however, this is not in you from a fuperior principle of 
virtue, but from your fituation ; which, hath made all 
parties and intereib indiiFerent to you» who can be nn- 
der no concern about high and low church, Wlug and 

Tory, or who is firft miniiler. -Your long letter was 

the laft I received till this by Dr Diilany, altho' yoi» 
mention another fincer The Doctor told me your fecret 
about the Dunciad ; which does not pleafe me, becaufe 
it defers gratifying my vanity in the moil tender pointy 
ahd perhaps may wholly difappoint it. As to one oJF 
your inquiries, I am eafy enough in great matters ; bnt 
have a thoufand paltry vexations in my little ftation ; 
and the more contemptible,.the more vexatious^ There 
might be a Lutrin writ upon the tricks ufcd by my chap- 
ter to teafe me. I do not converfe widi one creature 
of ftation or title, but I have a fet of eafy people whom. 
I entertain when I have a mind. I have formerly de- 
fcribed them to you ; but when you come, you (hall 
have the honours of the country as much as you pleafe ;. 
and 1 Hull, on that account, make a better figure as long 
as 1 live. Pray God prefer ve Mrs Pope for your fake 
and eafe; I love and eileem her too much to wifh ic 
for her own : if I were Rvc and twenty, I would wifh 
to be of her age, to be as fecure as fhe is of a better 
life. Mrs P. B.. has writ to me, and is one of the 
heft letter-writers T know ; very good fenfe, civil itj,. 
and friend/hip, without any iliFnefs or conflraint. The 
Dunciad has taken wind here ; but if it had not, yoa 
are as much known here as in England, and the uni- 
verfity-lads will croud to kifs the hem of your garment. 
I am grieved to hear that my Lord Bolingbroke'a 
ill health forced him to the Bath. Tell me. is not 

Temperance 
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anee a ntct^wry virtue for grrat tatn* lince it i^ 
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D^nvh't 7^m z^. I728- 



..Itnke, 



who 
; but 

c« no 



iJOW llfjlti tK^ nCT) filr my Lofd Bi^liriu 

[ U t • cen lYVo I . 

'i^f ^ . .- , v.p.^ :.>n... Jirwicd, by caJ^ 

tl^ not in admimtioB of what y. ^ r^r 

kj^i vi *i uiower. He ia p leafed with youj ^'^di^i^g iLkia 

^^^tbe tnuoivjrate between ^'ourfelf and mc ; tha' he 

HRl* that he double he fhall fare hke Lepldus, whik oiit 

. pi tts runs away with all the power like Aiigollti$» aod 

pthcr with all the pkafures like Antkoiiy, ft la upoa 

breftght of ihLs chat he ha^ fitted up hia fann ; ax}d 

will agree* that this fchenic of retreat at leaJl is not 

^ndcd upon weak appearances. Upon his retain from 

Bath, all peccant liamours, he ^jkIs, are purged 

of hitn ; 15 nd his gre;tt temperance and eecotiomy 

tif (I is fit for my conHitmion, and 

jc yott to lay up ib much money as 

rlwy a biibopnck in England, As to th f* 

t health iuiu vigour, went you here, you mi^;; . -^ :r-5 

bis ri * bur *i to hia temperance, 1 can an^- 

, li „, ,:.. one whole day) we have had nothing fot 

nrr but muttoti^brotb, beiins and bacon^ and a bara** 

his Lordship w run after his cart* I have a mo» 

inyfelf to tell you* that I orerhcaxd him 

with a painicT for zoo /. to paint hii 

I with trophies of rak^» fpades, f^ '^4 

r>aments, merely tu coutitenanct ^ 

I - — Now turo over a new ietu . ^ 

I are you* he ibotiM be imry not to have 
ni&4 ul kindnefs for hxi imtidM, than of ambi- 

1^;^ 
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tion for himfelf . There, tho' his fchemes may be weak, 
the motives at lead are ftrong. And he (ays further; V 
you could bear as great a fall and decreafe of your rc^ 
venues, as he knows by. experience he can, you would 
Aot live in Ireland an hour*^ • 

The Dunciad is going to be printed in all pomp, wiA 
the infcription, which makes me proudeft. It will be 
attended with Proeme, Prolegomena, Tefiimonia Scripiorum^ 
Index Authorumy and notes Variorum. As to the latter, 
I defire you to read over the text, and make a few \xk 
any way you like beft *, whether djy raillery; upon^tfae 
ftyle and way of commenting of trivial critics ; or ha- 
norous, upon the authors in the poem^^; or hiftorical, of 
perfons, pkcei. dmes ; or explanatory ; or colleding 
the parallel pauages of the antients. Adieu. I am preN 
ty well, my mother not ill ; Dr Arbuthnot vexed widk 
his fever by intervals ; I am afraid he declines, and we 
fiiall lofe ft; worthy man : I am troubled about* him ver/ 



much^ 



loMy kC 



LETTER xxxrvr. 

From Dr Swift. 

July 16. 1728. 

I Have often run over the Dunciad in an Irifh editionv 
(I fuppofe full of faults), which a gentleman fent 
me. The notes I could wi(h to be very large, in 
what relates to the perfons concerned ; for I have long 
obfervelJ, that twenty miles from London no body un- 
derflands hints, initial letters, or town fa6b and paffaees ; 
and in a few years not even thofe who live in Londoiu 
I would have the names of thofe fcribblers printed in* 
dexically at the beginning or end of the poem, with ^ 
account of their works, tor the reader to refer to. I 
would have all the parodies (as they are called) refer- 
red to the author they imitate. When I began this 

long paper, I thought I ibould have filled it with feb- 

ting 

• Dr. Swift did ft>.. 
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ting down the re\'eral paiTages I had marked in the edi- 
tion 1 had ; but I find it nnnecefTary, fo many of them 
lalling under the fame rule. After twenty times read- 
ing the whole, 1 never, in my opinion, faw fo much good 
fiuire, or more good fenfe, in (b many lines. How it 
pafles in Dublin, I know not yet : but 1 am fure it will 
DC a great diiadvantage to the poem, that the perfons 
and TadU will not be underflood, till an explanation 
comes out, and a very full one. I imagine it is not to 
be publiftied till towards winter, when folks begin to 
gather in town. Again I infill, you mud have your a- 
Serifks filled up with fome real names of real dunces. 

I am now reading your preceding letter of June 28. 
and find that all 1 have advifed above is mentioned 
there. I would be glad to know whether the quarto 
edi.tioB is to come out anonymoufly, as publifhed by the 
commentator, with all his pomp of prefaces, fs'r. and 
among many complaints of fpurious editions. I am 
thinkmg whether the editor fhould not follow the old 
ftylc of this excellent author, ^V. and refine iu many 
places when you meant no refinement; and into the bar- 
gain, take all the load of naming the dunces, their qua* 
Utics, hiftoriesj and performances. 

As to yourfelf, I doubt you want a fpurrer-on to ex- 
ercjfe and to amufements ; but to talk of decay at your 
(eafbn of life, is a jed. But you are not fo regular as I. 
You are the mod temperate man God-ward, and the 
moft intemperate yourfelf- ward, of moft I have known. 
I fuppofe Mr Gay will return from the Bath with twenty 
pounds more flelh, and two hundred lefs in money. Pro- 
vidence never defigned him to be above two and twen- 
ty, by his thoughtleffnefs and cullibility. He hath as 
little forefight of age, ficknefs, poverty, or lofs of ad- 
mirers, as a girl at fifteen. By the way, I mull ob- 
ferve, that my Lord Bolingbroke (from the eifedb of his 
ki#dnefs to me) argues mod fbphiilically : the fall from 
a million to a hundred thoufand pounds is not fo great, 
as from eight hundred pounds a- year to one : befides, 
he is a controller of fortune, and poverty dares not 
look a great minifter in the face under his lowed de- 
clenfion. I never knew him live fo great and expen- 
fively as he hath done fince his return from ex\\e % ^\\0?i 
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mortals have rcfburces that others are not able to com- 
prehend. But God blefi you, whofe great genius has 
not fo tranfported you as to leave you to the courtefy 
of mankind ; for wealth is liberty, and liberty is a bleff- 
ing fitted for a philofopher, — and Gay is a flave juft by 

two thoufand pounds too little. And Horace was 

of my mind, and let my Lord contradiA hioiy if he 
blares. 



LETTER XXXV. 

Bath, No<v, 12, 1728- 

IHave pajfTed fix weeks in quefl of^ health, and found it 
not ; but I found the folly of folicitude about it in 
a hundred inflances '; the contrariety of opinions ^d 
pra^ices, the inability, of phyficians, the blind obedience 
of fome patients, and as blind rebellion of others. I 
believe at a certain time of life, men are either fools 
or phyficians for themfelves, and zealots or divines for 
themfelves. * 

It was much in my hopes that you intended us a win- 
ter's vifit ; but lafl week I repented that wifh, havine 
been alarmed with a report of your lying ill on the road 
from Ireland ; from which I am juft relieved, by an af* 

furance that you are flill at Sir A 's planting 

and building; two things I envy you for, befides 
a third, which is the fociety of a valuable lady. I con- 
clude, (tho' \ know nothing of it), that you quarrel 
with her, and abufe her every day, if fhe is fb. I won- 
der 1 hear of no lampoons upon her, either made bv 
yourfelf, or by others, becaufe you efteem her. I think 
it a vafl pleafure, that whenever two people of merit 
regard one another, fo many fcoundrels envy and are 
angry at them : it is bearing teflimony to a merit they 
cannot reach; and if you knew the infinite content^ I 
have received of late, at the finding yours and my name 
conflantly united in any filly fcandal, I think you 
would go near to fing lo tnumpbe ! and celebrate my 
happinefs in verfe; and, I believe, if you won't, I 
fhall. The infcription to the Dunciad is now printed, 
and inferted in the poem. Do you care 1 ihould fay 

any 
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»y thing farther how mucK that poem is yours? fince 
ttrtamly without yon it had never been. Would to 
God we were together for the reft of our lives! The 
whole weight of Tcribblers wo aid juft ferve to find us 
imafcmentt and not more, 1 hope yoM are too well 
^1 employed to mind them, Every ^ck you plant, and 
*l ^^^ tto^^ y^^ ^^y> is to fome purpofc ; but the bufi- 
Uh of fach lives as theirs is but to die daily, to labour, 
tnd taife nothing, I only wlfii we could comfort each 
other under our oodily in^rmides ; and let thofe who 
hve fo great a mind to have more wit than we, win- it 
md wear it. Give us but eafe, health, peace, and fair 
weather I I think it is the bed wi(h in ihe world, and 
poQ know whofe it was< If I lived in Ireland, I fear 
dbe wet di mate would endanger more than my life; 
WI0 humour, and health 1 I am fo atmofpherical a crea« 
tore. ^ 

I m^tk not omit acquainting you, that what you heard 
•f the words fpoken of you in the drawing-room, was 
tot true* The fayings of princes are geneially as ill re- 
lited, as the fayings of wits. To fuch reports little of 
•or regard (hould be given, and lefsofour condudin* 
tumoed by them. 



,' LETTER XXXVI, 

■^ From Dr Swift. 

t 

Duhlin^ FeL 13. 172^. 

T Lived very eafily in the country. Sir A. is a man of 
fenfe, and a fcholar, has a good voice, and my Lady 
a better ; (he is perfeftly well bred, and defirous to im- 
prove her underfianding, which is very good, but cul- 
tivated too much like a fine lady. She was my pupil 
^rej and feverely chid when fhe read wrong. With 
and walkings and making twenty little amufing 
»vemeDt3. snd writing family -verfcs ,of mirth by 
of libels Oft my Lady, my time pafled very well, and 
icery great order ; infinitely better than here, where 
e no creature but my fervants, and my old Prefby- 
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tefifLti hourekceper, den^fingmyfeff to every body, till I 
ihall recover iny eati. 

The 2.ccoijnt of another Lord Lieutenant was only In 
• coranion news-p;iper wheat was in the country j 
if it llioiilii have happened to be true, I would have 
fired to have had accefs to hitHy as the fnuation I am 
rcqmres. But this renews the grief for the death of 
friend Mr Congreve, whom 1 loved from my youth, 
who furclyj befides lus other talents, was a very agree- 
able companion. He had the misfortune to ft|Uftnder a* 
way a very good conllitution in his yottnger days ; and 
} think a man of fenfe and merit lilce him, is bound in 
confcience to prt-fenT his health, for the fal^e of hiB 
frict^dfi, as well as of himfelf. Upon his own account I 
could not much ddlre the continuance of his life uni 
fo much pain» and fo many infirmitiej. Year$ have 
yet hardened me ; and I have an addition of weight 
my fpints fiace we loft him i tho' I faw him fo fddom ; 
and poi3jbly, if he had lived on, (hould never have ft eii 
Kim more* I do not only wiQi, a^ you afk me, thai 
I was unacquainted with any deferving perfon, but aU 
ino0 that 1 never had a friend* Here is an ingenlout 
good- humoured phyfician*, a £ne geutlenian, an 
cellent fcholar, eafy in his fortunes^ kind to every bo* 
hath abundance of friends* entertains them often 
liberally ; they paf^ the eietiing with him at cards, 
plenty of good meat and wine, eight or a dozen tOj 
ther ; he loves them all, and they htm. He has twi 
ty of thefe at command ; if one of them dfes, il is tJO 
more than poor Toml he gets another, or takes lai 
With the reft, and is. no more moved than at the loJV 
his cat ; he oEcnds no body, is eafy with ev 

■ h not ihis the true happy man ? 1 was del 

him to my Lady A , who knows him too ; 

hates him mortiJly by my chnr^der, and will not dj 
hU health. I would give hiilf my fortune for the ia 
temper; and yet J cannot fay I love it; for 1 do not 
love my Lord - — -, who is much of the DodWs notu 
I hear Mr Gay's fecond Opera fj which you meution 
forbid ; and then he will be once more &l to be adviA 
and rejcil your advice. Adieu* 

L E r- 
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LETTER XXXVIT. 
Ih- Swift #0 £.WBolincbb.oke. 

DulHn^ March 21. 1 7 29. 

YOU 'tell me yoia have not quitted the defign of 
coJkfUng, writing, iSc This is the anfwer of 
ev«ry fianer who dialers his repentance. I wiih Mr Pope 
vere as great an orger z% I, who long for nothing more 
iha to fee truth under yotir hands* laying all detrac- 

imio the dufi* 1 iind myfclf dUpofcd every year, 

•fiather evcjy month, to be more angry, and revenge- 

fiil ; a&d my rage is fo ignoble, that it defcends even 

to lefent the folly and bafenefs of the cnflavcd people %- 

nfcmg whom 1 live. I knew an old Lord.ioLeicefter- 

Jiirc;, who amufcd himfelf with raendiog pitchforks and; 

^ei for his tenants ^tff//. Yet I have Higher ideis 

mu if I were nearer to objeOs on which I might cm- 

liiy them ; and contemning my private fortune, would 

.^adly crofi the channel, and (land by, while my betters 

WCEe driving the boars out of the garden, if* there be 

W]r probable expe£tatioi> of fuch an endeavour. When 

-I WM of your age, I often thought of death ; bat now 

.after a dozen years more, it is never out of my mind, 

and terrifies me lefs. I conclude, that Providence hath 

ardered our fears to decreafe with our fpirits : and yec 

I loFe la haggaieUe better than ever; for finding it 

mnfafefome to read at night, and the company here 

-|ra!wing taftelefs, I am always writing bad profe, or 

'MMfeTcrfes, either of rage or raillery, whereof fome 

fair efcape to give offence or mirth, and the reft are 



. . Thbt print fome Irilh tra(h in London, and charge 

■^OB me» which you will clear me of to my friends ; 

.ftrali are fpurious except one paper*, for which Mr 

39pt very lately chid me. I remember yourLordfhip 

' 1 to £iy, that a few good fpeakers v/ould in time 

any point that was right; and that the common 

[ H 2 method: 

[ . ^ latitkd, A Bel on DrDclanyaud a urUin ^rcot \jxrL. 
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method of a majority, by calling, To the quellioBit ' 
would uever hold long when reafon was on tlie odier 
fide. Whether poUtics do not change like gaming by 
the Invention of tie w tneb, I am ignorant ; bai I bc« 
lievc in your lime yoo would never, as a nrinifter^ have 

fcffered an a£l to pafs thro' the H. of C s, Dniy 

becaufe you were fure of a majority in the H of L— « m 
throw it out : becaufe it wodid be iin|M>puhr, and zm- 
feqiiently a lots of reputation. Yet this we are told 
hath been the cafe in the qualification-bill relatiiig 10 
peniloner.^. It Ihould feem to me, that corrupt ion, like 
avaricep hath no boaud^. 1 had oppDriamcies to knaw 
the proceediogs of your miniftry better than any other 
jnan of my rank i and having not moch to do, I kve 
I often compared it with thefc laft fixteen year* of a pro- 
found peace all over Europe, and we running kvefi 
millions in debt. I am forced to play at fmall g^imit 
to fet the bealh here a-madding^ merely for want of 
tetter game ; TmfanAi a/^ efi, qua me fmque pofftm^ fa^ 
•—The d — take ihofe politics^ where a dunce i 
govern for a doxen years together. I will come In [ 
Ion to Englandi if I am provoked, and fend for tW 
<Ji6acor from the plough. I difdain to fay, O mihi ^r^* 
ientiis^^hvLl crud& dsQ ^uiridi/que Jtncflus, Pray, py 
Lord, how are ihe gardens? have you taken dowaJ 
mount, and removed the yew-hedges ? Have you 
bad weather for the fpTing-corn ? Has Mr Pope 
farther in his ethic poems I and is the head-land lown 
with wheat ? and what fays Polybius f and how doej 
my Lord St Sohn * ? Which laft quetUon k very ma- 
teria] to me, becaufe I love Burgundy, and riding be- 
tween Twickenham and Dawley, 1 built a waU£v« 

years ago j atid when the mafons played the knaves, no*- 
thing delighted me fo much as to tUnd by, while my 
fervanta threw down what was amiia. 1 have likewi^ 
feen a monkey overthrow all the difhes and plates in^ 
kitchen* merely for the pleafure of feeing them tumble, 
and hearing the cbtter they made in their falL I: wifh 
you would invite me to fuch another entertainmefit : 
but you think, as I ought to think, that it 



* Lqt^ St John of Bitter^a, father to Lotd 
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Bac w have done with the world ; and io I woeW» if I 
could get miQ a belter hefotc I was called into the befl,. 
and not die kf re in a rage, like a poi foiled rat in a hole. 
! wonder yoa are not aihamed to let me piii£ away ia^ 
thjs kingdom, while you are oat of power* 

1 come from looking over the mtiange above written, 
and declare it to be a troe copy of my prelent dafpoit^ 
tiom whicb muil needa pleafe you, fince nothing was 
€V€r more difpleafing to myfelf. 1 defire you to prcloit 
my moft humble re^fts to my Lady, 



LETTER XXXVIIL 
Df Swift in Lwd Boli^cik^oke. 

PuhiiM^ April 5. 172^-- 

IE>anot think ft couH be pollible *br me to hea* beta 
ter news than that of your getting over your fcnr^y 
§uaU which always hang as a dead weight on my- heart, 
I haied it in all its circamilaocesi as it aBefled yonr 
fortune and quiet, at^d In a fituation of life that mo^ 
make it every way vexations* And ^^ I am inltHitely 
obliged to you for the julKce you do mCi in fuppofing 
your affairs do at leail concern me as much as my own 9 
fd I would never have pardoned your omitting jl* But 
before I go on, 1 cxinnot forbear mendoning what! read 
Ift/I: fummer in a news-paper, that you are writing tht 
hillory of your own times. I foppofe fuch a report 
might ariic from what was not fecret amoRg your 
friends, of your intention to write another kind of hir 
ftory I nhich you. ofien pmmifed Mr Pope and me to 
dv^. I knovv* he deiircs it very ranch ; and I am fure I 
drfire nothing more, for the honour and love I bear youj 
and the peifecl knowledge Lhave of yooir ptiblic virtue* 
My Lord,. I have no other noti*>n of OEconomy, thaa 
dbat it is the parent of Liberty and Eafe 1 and I am not 
the only friend you have who hath chid you in his heart 
for Ehc i.e^ki!t of \%r tho* not with his moutK, as I 
' For there is a filly eiror in the world, evea 

^ ,,„^ :ijeiids of her wife very good, nat to inter nscddla 
ikith mens affairs m fuck luce miitt££5, Aiid, mn LssssL^ 
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I have made a maxim, that ihould be writ in lettend 
dianionds. That a wife man ought to have money id hi 
head, but not in his heart. Pray, my Lord, inqnc 
whether your prototype, my Lord Digby, after then 
iloration, when he was at Briftol, did not tmke ibmcai 
of his fortune, notwithftanding that qootadon I obo 
fent you out of his fpeech to the H. of ConmoDs} Ii 
xny confcience, I believe Fortone, like other dnh 
values a man gradually leis for every year he lives. 1 
have demoniiration for it : becanfe t£ I play at piqtf 
for fixpence with a man or a woman two years yonnjs 
than myfel^ I always lofe ; and there is a yonng p 
of twenty, who never fails of winning nay tDoatjt 
backgammon, tho' fhe is a bungler, and the game k 
ecclefiailic As to the public, I confeis nodung oaA 
cure my itch of meddling with it> but thefe frequeiit «■ 
turns of deafneis, which have hindred me from ptftf 
kft winter in London : yet [ cannot hot confider ik 
perfidiottfnefs of fome people, who I though t» when I «i 
laft there, upon a change that happened, were the wi 
impudent in forgetting their profe(Iions that 1 have e« 
known. Pray, will you pleafe to take your pea, d 
blot me out that political maxim from whatever booki 
is in. That res nolunt diu male adminiftrari ; the COOUNI 
nefs makes me not know who is the aiuhor, botfurchi 
muft be fbn^e modem. 

I am forry for Lady Bolingbroke'a ill health. Ifat 1 
proteft I never knew a very deierving per(bn of diatfa 
who had not too much reafon to complain of ill hcdA 
1 never wake without finding life a more infignita 
thing than it was the day before ; which is one gi^ 
advantage I get by living in this country, where Stf 
is nothing I (hall be forry to lofe. But my greid 
mifery is recoUeding the (bene of twenty years fit 
and then all on a fuddea dropping into the preftflL 1 
remember, when r was a little ooy, I felt a great fl 
at the end of my line, which I drew up almoft oa At 
ground, but it dropt in ; and the difappointment voR* 
me to this very day ; and I believe it was the typeil 
all my future clirapix>intments. 1 (hould be aihamedi 
fay this to you, if you had not a fpirit fitter to boi 
your own misfortunes^ than I have to think of dK* 

l 
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lis ihtre patience left to reflet, by what ^unlities we^tltb 

^nd grc^taefa are got> and by what qualities diey sire 

loft f i have read my friend Congreve's verfes to Lord 

Cobkats, which end with a vik and Mic moral, and I 

npDember h not in Horace to Tibullus, wiuih he imi* 

^Br^, *" That alt times are cqunUy virtuous ^nd vldous ;'* 

^ftcrein he differs from all poeti, philofophers, and 

Hpilians, that ever writ. It is more probable, that there 

^miy be an equal <|uantity of virtues at ways in the world ; 

but fometimes there may be a peck of it m Afia, and 

bardly a thimble-fuU in Europe. But if there be mo 

iHitue^ there is ahun dance of £nceniy i for I will venture 

all 1 am worth, that there h cot one htjman crcatyre in 

fo^ver« ^u'ho will not be modeO: enough to confef^ that 
e pniceedi wholly Q}K)n a prindplc of corruption* L 
(i\y this, becaufe I have a fchemc, in fpite of your ontions, 
in govern England upon the principles of virttic ; and 
when the nation is ripe for it, 1 deftre you will fend for 
• mc, I have learned this by living hke a hermit, by 
ipiwli idi 1 Sim got backwards about ninctten hundred years 
j^Bthc Km of the world, aLd begin to woader at die 
^Bclc tdnt'fi of men* I dine aloae upon half a diOi of 
*^eat, I With my winc^ walk ten miles i' 

afid rtii - - ■ -u5, Hh txfimt gpJhL aJ Dam, £. ^ 
U^$Jtir a mt^pti ad amnmm ttffi. 



f^viKC linilhed my letter to hiWimm^ I i^ow be|iii 
yoo. 1 was in great pain about Mrs Pope, having 
Ird from othefs that fhc wa* in a very dangerou* way, 
licit made mc thick it unfbafonablc to tT^ :'-'-' ^■- 

afhamed to trll you« that v.'hrn I waj v 
bad more deiife to be famoun than evtr in i.t : uit^ 
Dc^ like aO things elft in thii life, grows iviih iii« 
tty day more a ifiHe. But you wl' * 

BngCP, aliho* you want ihat hralth 
Pur fptrits ate 09 vigiirDus at ' 
' hate a crowd, where 
fee and be frets- A ttteit 1j 
mrbmhclv, v Wit liie beil auil 
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vms and Gronovius, which make thirty-one volumes in 
f&Uo, (aiicJ were given me by my Lord Bolbgbroke), 
more than all my book^i beJides 1 becauic whaever corner 
into my clofet, calls his eyes immediately upon thews, 
and will not vouch fa fe to look upon Plato or Xemv 
phon. I tell you^ it is almoil incredibb how op in tons 
change, by the decline or decay offpints; and 1 will 
further tell you, that all my endeavoars from a boy cq 
dUlingniili myfelf^ were only for want of a great title 
and fortune, that I tntgbt be ufed like a. Lord by thofe 
who have an opinion of my parts j whether right or 
wrongs it is^ no great matter 3 and fo the reputatioa of 
wit or great learning does the ofEce of k blue ribband, 
Qi of a coach and fix horfes. To be remembered for 
ever on the account of our friendfliip, j^ what would ex- 
ceedingly picafe me; bm yet 1 never loved to make 1 
vifiE, or be ft-en walking with my betters, becaufe they 
get all the eyes and civilities from me^ I no fooneir 
writ this than J correfted myfdf, and remembered Sir 
Fulk Grevirs epitaph, ** Here lies, t^i\ who was friend 
'* to Srr Philip Sidney,*' And therefore I moH heartiijf 
thank you, for your defire that I would record our 
friend (hip in verfe ; which if I can fucceed in, 1 will ne- 
ver defire to write one more line in poetry while i live. 
You mufl prefent my hurable fervicc to Mrs Pope, aisd 
let her know I pray for her continuance in the worlds 
fo^ her own reafoB, chat (he may live to take care of you. 



LETTER XXXIX, 

From Dr Swift, 



d 



Aug. 11, 1729- 

I AM very fcnfible* thai in a former letter I talkol 
very weakly of my own affairs, and of my impcrfeJ^ 
willies and defires; which however I fir»d wieh fome 
comfort do now daily decline, .very foiiable to my ftate 
of health for tome months pa ft. For my head is never 
perfcdlly free from giddinefs, and cfpecially towards 
pighti Yet ray difortler is very moderate, and- I have 
* fcn wilhout a £t of deafnefs this half-year ^ fo J am 
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a horfe, which, tW off his mettle, can trot Ofi 
rMy ; anjl ihiv comparifoQ puts me in mmd to adda 
t I am retamcd to be a rider, wherein T wifh yoa 
ould imitate m^. As to this couxi iry* iliere have been 
:lir€e lerrihle years dearth of corn, and every place 
owed with beggars j fetit dearths are common in bct- 
ctimaies, ami our evik here He much deeper* ima^ 
a nation, the two thiids of whofe revenues are 
m out of it, and who are not permitted lo trade 
ith the other third, and where the pride of women will 
t {\ifftr them to wear their own manufk£lurc:s, even 
rJicrc livey excel what come from ahioad. This n the 
" ic Hate of Irel^rid in a very few words* Thefe evils 
ate more every day, and the kingdom is abfo lately 
idoite. as 1 have been tellifig often lo prini thefe ten 
^«ar» |»ll« 

What I have faid requires forgiveeefs ; but I had a 
;SEUT}d for once to let you know the iiate of our aSaki, 
d my reafon for being more moved ihan perhaps be» 
i^omes a clergyman, aod a piece of a philofophrr : snd 
rhaps the increafe of ytar^ and difordcrs may hope hf 
it allowance to complaints^ e{pecially when X m^f 
myfcif a fbafl|er in a fbange land As to poor Ma 
e, (if ihc be iljll alive), I heart t1 , V ' / 

Her great piety and virtue wi! r 

py in a Better lifct and her 
ripe for heaven and the g: 
motl with her cafed of her Ub i 

any gpod works to follow t}j 

-will lk^\ by the want of her care at* i 
ry well ; but fhe ha$ amply di' 
foon. One realbti why I wcu: 
when foil fhall bcatyooro^ 
may be raaflet of two or tl 

when yea: 
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hand at dafliing oat a charafter by great ftrokes, ■ 
at the fame time a delicate one at fine touches. G 
forbid you fhould draw mine, if I were confcioos of ■ 
guilt : but if I were confcious only of folly, God (b 
it ! for as no body can detedl a great fiinlt fo weV i 
you, no body wonid fb well Hide a (mall one^ li 
after all, that Lady means to do good, and doai 
harm, which is a vaft deal for a courtier, * I can ail 
yon, that Lord Peterborow always fpeak^ Idndhi 
you, and certainly has as great a mind to be yoar fiifl 
as any one. I muft throw away my pen ; it cannot 
will never tell you, what I inwardly am to you. ^ 
megueo monftrare^ et fentio tantum. 



LETTER XLl. 

Lorii Bo LI N G B R O K I tO Dt SwiTV^ 

I Have brought your French acquaintance * dimi 
on her way into her own country, and confidenl) 
better in health than fhe was when the went to Ail 
I begin to entertain hopes, that fhe will recover M 
degree of health as may render old age fapportablei 1^ 
of us have clofed the tenth luike, and it is high tioel 
determine how we fhall play the lafl zCt of the firt 
Might not my life be intitled -much more properif* 
What'd^ye call it, than a farce ? Some come^, a «« 
deal of tragedy, and the whole interfpeHed widi & 
of Harlequin, Scaramouch, and Dr Baloardo, the f^ 

totype of your hero 1 ufed to think (bmetimei ft 

merlv of old age and of death; enough to prepare i 
mind, not enough to anticipate forrow, to dafh thejq 
of youth, and to be all my life a dying. I find theb 
nefit of this pradtice now, and find it more as I prod 
on my journey : litde regret when I look bacmid 
litde apprehenfion when I look forward. You CM 
plain grievoufly of your fituation in Ireland : I woi 
complain of mine too in England % kat I will ool 

ai 

* Lady Bolingbroke. 
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nay, I ought not ; for I find by long experience, that I 
can be unfortunate without being unhapjjy. I do not 
approve your joining together the figu^t vf liviny, and 
the pieafure 0; giiivg^ tho' your old prating friend Mon- 
tagne does fomething lil^e it in one of his rhapfodies. 
To tell you my reafons, would be to write an eflay, and 
1 ihaU hardly have lime to write a letter : but if you will 
come over, and live with Pope and me, T'll ihew you in 
an inftant why thcfc two things fliould not oiler rffe pair ; 
and that forced retrenchments on both may be made, 
without making us even uneafy, Ycu know that I am 
too expenfive, and all mankind knows that I have been 
cruelly plundered ; and yet 1 feel in my mind the power 
of defcenJing without anxiety two or three llages more* 
In ftiort Mr Dean, if you will come to a certain farm in 
Middlefex, you fhall iind that 1 can live frugally with- 
out growling at the world, or being peevifh with thofe 
whom Fortune has appointed to eat my bread, inllead of 
appointing me to eat theirs : and yet I have naturally as 
little difpofition to frugality as any man alive. You fay 
you are no philofopher, and 1 think you are in the 
right to diflike a word which is fo often abufed. But I 
am fure you like to follow reafon, not cuflom, (which 
is fometimes the reafon, and oftener the caprice of o- 
thers, of the mob of the world). Now, to be fure of 
doing this, you muil wear your philofophical fpedlacles 
as conflantly as the Spaniards ufed to wear theirs. You 
mufl make them part of your drefs ; and fooner part 
with your broad- brimmed beaver, your gown, your 
fcarf, or even that emblematical veftment, your furplice. 
Thro* this medium you will fee few things to be vexed 
ati few perfons to be angry at : and yet there will fre- 
quently be things which we ought to wifli altered, and 
perfons whom we ought to wifh hanged. 

In your letter to Pope, you agree, that a regard for 
fq^e becomes a man more towards his exit, than at his 
entrance into life ; and yet you confefs, that the longer 
you live, the more you grow indifferent about it. Your 
fentiment is true and natural ; your reafoning, I am a- 
fraid, is not fo upon this occafion. Prudence will make 
us defire fame, becaufe it gives us many real and great 
advantages in all the affairs of life. Fame is xiv^ vjvfe 

Vol. VJ. 1 laaxC'* 
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msLn*$ means s his tni% are bis mvtj good« and the goo< 
of fcK^iety. You poets and orators have inverted thi 
order; you propofe fameas the end ; and j^ood or 
Jcalt great a^^ions, a^ tbe means, \t>u ^o fittther 1 yo( 
reach oar felf love to anticipate the ap pUufe which wi 
fuppofe will be paid by polleriry 60 our names ; aiij 
v^nh idle notions of fm mortality you turn other hcai 
licfidc^ your own. I am afraid this may have done 
Jraim in the world. 

Fame is a.n objed whidt men purfue T 1 

various, and even contrary comfes. Yout <- 
them to look 00 this encl as efTcntial, and 011 lijc 
as indifferent; fo that Fabriciui and CrafTus^ C ati 
C^efsr, preiTcd forward to the fame goaL After 
perhaps it ntay appear, from a conflderalion of thp 
praviiy of mankind^ tliat you could do no belter, ._ 
keep up virtue in the world, without calling this paflioj! 
or this direif^ion of felf^ove, iBto your aid. Tacitw 
hai croud ed thia excuic for you, according to his luajJ-. 
wer* into a maxinij c&nnmpiu f&mof €mtimni ^ittutut 
Btit now, whether we con fid er l^me as an ufeftil indriri 
Uieut in all the occurrenqes of private and public life< 
or whether we confider it as the caufe of that pleafora 
which our felf love is fo fond of j methitiks, our cnuai^Ci 
into ]ife> or (to fpeak more properly) our yo ' 
our old age, is the fcafon when we ought -10 
moft, afid there fore when it is mofl hecomfug to d 

• with ardor* If it is ufeful^ it is to be defired moft, 
we have, or may hope to have» ah" 
Open before m. -Townrds out exit, \ _ 

iSj or (hould be clofcd ; and then, m^tuiiik^, k Is 
coming to grow fnnder of a thing which we hai 

[longer oocafioci for. If it is pleaf;mt» the fooner 
in poffeifion of fame* the longer we ihall enjoy this 

^imc. When it b acquired early in life, it may 
U!5 on rill old age ; but when it h acqMu-^n.ite 

' fenfatjon of pfeafure will be more faint, 
with the regret of our not having tailed it i^ ^. . 

Ffum my farmy O^^^r j, 
1 am here. 1 have fcen Pope* and one of my fit 
^niritfs WM $£m yoc* He uU& mc %iiimg I *m 1 
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to hear; yoa are building, it feems, on a piece of land 
you have acquired for that purpofe, in fome county of 
Ireland *. Tho' I have built in a part of the world, 
which I prefer very little to that where you have been 
thrown and confined by our ill fortune and yours, yet I 
am forry you do the fame thing. I have repented a 
thoufand times of my refolution, and I hope you will 
repent of yours before it is executed. Adieu, my old 
and worthy friend. May the phyfical evils of life fall 
as eafily upon you, as ever they did on any man wha 
lived to be old; and may the moral evils which furround 
OS, make as little impreilion on you, as they ought ta 
make on one who has fuch fuperior ienfe to eflimate 
thidgs by, and fb much virtue to wrap himfelf up in. 

My wife defires not to be forgotten by you. She's 
fiudifbHy your fervant, and zealouSy your admirer. She 
will be coDcerned and difappointed not to find you ia 
tiiis iHand at her return, which hope both fhe and i 
had been made to entertain before I went alKoad^. 



BETTER XLII. 
Dr SwiPT to Lord Bolinq^roke. 

Dublin J On. 31. 1729. 

I Received your Lordihip's travelling letter of feveral- 
dates, at feveral ftages, and from different nations, 
languages, and religions. Neither could any thing be 
nore obliging than year kind remembrance of me in io 
many places. As to your ten luftres, I remember, when 
I complained in a letter to Prior, that I was fifty years 
old, iic was half angry in jeft, and anfwered me oat of 
Terence, Ifia commemoratio eft quafi exfrobratio. How 
then ought I to rattle you, when I have a dozen years 
more to aniWer for, all monafHcally pafTed in this coun- 
ty of liberty, and delight, and money, and good com- 
pany! I go on anfwering your letter. It is you were 
my hero, out the other f never was*: yet if he were, it 
was your own fault, who taught me to love him, and 
I z often 

• In the county of Armagh, called ,Dr<7/>i^r'f hilh 
t Lord Ojfford. 
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often vindicated hrm, in the beginning of your minftiy, 
from my accufations. But I granted he had the -great- 
eft inequalities of any man alive, and his whole fcenc 
was fifty times more a What-d'ye-call it, than yours : 
for I declare yours was unie, and I wi(h you would fo 
order it, that the world may be as wife as I upon that 
article. Mr Pope wilhes it too ; and I believe there is 
not a more honeft man in England, even without wit. 

But you regard us not. 1 was forty feven years old • 

when I began to think of death ; and the refledtions up- 
on it now begin when I wake in the morning, and end 

when I am going to fleep. 1 write to Mr Pope, and 

not to you My birth, altho' from a fanjiily not un* 
diftinguifhed in its time, is many degrees inferior to 
yours ; alf my pretentions from perfon and parts infinite* 
ly fo ; la younger fon of younger fons ; you born to a 
great fortune : yet I fee you, with all your advantages, 
funk to a degree that you could never have been withoat 
them ; but yet I fee you as much efteemed, as much bc^ 
loved, as much dreaded, and perhaps more, (tho' it be 
almoft impoflible), than ever you were in your higheft 
exaltation;-— only I gneve like an alderman, that you are 
not fo rich. And yet, my Lord, I pretend to vatue mo- 
ney as little as you ; and I will call five hundred witnef- 
fes (if you will take Irilb witnefTes) to prove it. I re- 
nounce your whole philofophy, becaufe it is not your 
pradlice- By xht figure of Having, (if 1 ufed that exprefli- 
on to Mr Pope), I do not mean the parade, but a fuit- 
ablenefs to your mind ; and as for the pleafure of giuing^ 
1 know your foul fuffers when you are debarred of it. 
Could you, when your own generofity and contempt of 
outward things, (be not offended, it is no ecclefiaftical, 
but an Epidtetian phrafe), could you, when thefe have 
brought you to it, come over, and live with Mr Pope and 
me at the deanery ? 1 could almoft wifti the experiment 
were tried ; — no. God forbid, that ever fuch a fcou%- 
drel as Want ftiould dare to approach you. But in the 
mean time do not brag ; retrenchments are not your ta- 
lent. But, as old Weymouth faid to me in his lordly 
Latin, Philofofha 'verba igna'va opera ; I wilh you could 
learn arithmetic, that three 'and two make five, and 

will 
. • The year of Queen Anut's dtai\i» 



Xet 45. FROM Dr S W I F T: lof 

^vill never make more. My philofophical fpe(!lacles 
$xrhich you advifed me to, will tell me, that I can live on 
50 /. a year, (wine excluded, which my bad health 
n>j'ccs mc to) ; but i cannot endure that otium f^ould be 
fine digmtate.^^My Lord, what I would have faid of 
:(aine, is meant of fame which a man enjoys in his life ; 
|»ecaufe I cannot be a great Lord, I would acquire what 
38 a kind oi juhfidium \ 1 would endeavour that my bet- 
'^r^ fhould feek me by the merit of fomcthing diilin- 
^uilhable, inftead of my feeking them. The defire of 
enjoying it in after times is owing to the fpirit and folly 
^f youth: but with age we learn to know the houfe id 
io full, that there is no room for abpve one or two at 
Bioft in an age thro' the whole wodd. ' My Lord, I hate 
jind love to write to you ; it gives me pWiure,.and kill) 

mc with melancholy. The d take ftupidity, that 

it will not come to fupply the want of philofophy» 



LETTER XLIIL 
From Dr Swift. 

03. 31. 1729. 

YOU were fo careful of fending me the Dunciad, 
that I have received five of them, and have pleafed 
^ur friends. I am one of every body who approve every 
part of it, text and comment ; but am bne abilraded 
from every body, in the happinefs of being recorded 
your friend, while wit, and humour, and politenefs fhall 
lave any memorial amonc^ us. As for your oflavo edi- 
tion, we know nothing of it ; for we have an oiUvo of 
our own, which hath fold wonderfully, confidering our 
j>ovcr»y. and dulnefs, the confeqoence of it. 

1 writ this pod to Lord B. and told him in my lertcr, 
#lat. with a great deal of lofs for a frolic, I will fiy as 
foon as build ; I have neither years, nor fpirits, nor mo- 
ney, nor patience for fuch amufements. The frolic is 
cone off, and I am only a 100/. the poorer. But this 
kingdom is grown fo cxceffively poor, that we wife men 
mull think of nothing but getting a little re:fdy money. 
It is tliought there are not two hundred thouiand founds 
I 3 tk'i 
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of fpcrie in the whole ifland ; for we return thrice a: 
much to our abfcntees, as we get by trade, and fo areafi 
inc\itab!y undone; which J have been telling them it 
print theie ten ycarr, to as little parpofe a.^ if it cam 
fruin the piilpit. And this is enough for Irilh politip, 
which i only mention, bccaufe it fo nearly touches wf- 
fclf. I mir repeat what. I believe, I have faid bcfw; 
that I pit;, you much more than Mrs Pope. Suchap> 
rent and triend hourly declining before your eyes, is a 
objcil very unfit for your health, and duty, and teoiB 
difpofition ; and I pray God it may not stffc&. you w 
much 1 ant as much fatisticd that your additional ico( 
fer annum is for you- life as if it were for ever. Yoe 
have enough to leave your friends, I would not hw 
them glad to be rid of you ; and I (hall take care tltf 
none but my enemies will be glad to get rid of « 

You have imbfoiled me with Lord B about die 

figure of living, and the pleafure of giving. I am undff 
the neceflity of fome little paltry figure in the ftationi 
am : but I make it as liule as poffible. As to the otbff 
part, you are bafe, becaufe I thought myfclf as grcati 
giver as ever was of my ability ; and yet in proporon 
you exceed, and have kept it till now a fecret even froi 
xne, when I wondered how you were able to live *id 
your whole little revenue. Adieu. 

L C ,who doth his duty of a good gov* 

nor in inflaving this kingdom as much as he can, tab 
to me of you in the manntr he ought. 

LETTER XLIV. 

Lord Bo LING BROKE tO Dr SwiPT. 

l^o^v. 19. 1729. 

I Find that you have laid afiJe your prcjcdl of build- 
ing in Ireland, and that we flialHle you in thi^ 
Hand . ufn xtpbyris, ei hit undine prima. I know not whe- 
ther the love of fame increafes as we advance in age; 
fure I am that the force of fvicndfhip does. I \qkA 
you almoft twenty years ago : I thought of you as wd 
as I do nrw ; bettcx was beyond the pois^r of concep- 
tion, or, to avoid an equivoque, beyond the extent of 
my ideas. Whcllier you arc more obliged tomeftv 

loviflg 
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loving you as well when I knew you lefs, or for loving 
you as well after loving you fo many years, 1 ihall not 
determine. What I would fay is this : Whilft my mind 
grows daily more independent of the world, and feels 
lefs need of leaning; on external objefts, the ideas of 
friend fhip return oftener, they bufy me, they warm me 
more: is it that we grow more tender as the moment • 
of our great feparation approaches ? or is it that they 
who are to live together in another ftate, (for 'vera arri^ 
iifia non nifi inter hnos), begin to feel more ftrongly 
that divine fympathy which is to be the gfeat band of 
their future fociety. There is no one thought which 
fooihs my mind like this. I encourage my imaginati- 
on to purfuc it, and am heartily afflifted when another 
faculty of the intelledl * comes boifteroully in, and wakes 
me from fo pleafmg a dream, if it be a dream. I will 
dwell no more on oeconomics than I have done in my 
former letter. Thus much only I will fay, that otium 
cum dignitate is to be had with 500 /. a year as well as 
with 5000 : the difference will be /ound in the value of 
the man, and not in that of the ei^ate. 1 do alTure you, 
that I have never quilted the defign of colledling, re- 
vifing, improving, and extending fevcral materials which 
are Hill in my power ; and I hope that the time of fet- • 
ting myfelf about this lafl work of my life is not far ofF. 
Many papers of much curiofity and importance are 1 oil, 
and fome of them in a manner which would furprifc 
and anger you. However, I (hall be able to ponvey 
feveral great truths to pofterity, fo clearly and fo au- 
thentically, that the Burnets and the Oldmixons of an- 
other age may rail, but not be able 10 deceive. Adieu, 
my friend. I have taken up more of this paper than 

belongs 

• Viz. Kcafon. TuUy (or, what is much the fame, his dUciplc) 
#7(crve$ ibmething like this on the like occafion ; where, (pcak- 
irg of Plato's famous book of the /oul, he fays, Nejcio qiiomodo^ 
d'tm /fj9, a^fcutlor ; c .vwi pc/:ti lihrum^ at mecuni ipje dc immorta' 
littite a/.'imortnn evpt CGgit<n\\ aitfcnfio Hh omih elabtlttr, Cicero 
ieems to have had but a confudS notion of the canfe which the 
letter-writer has here explained, namely, tliat the imag'inathn is 
always ready to indulge fb flattering an idea, but feverer rcafin 
corrcOs and di(ciaims it. As to Rfltgion, that is out of 
the qucftion; for TuUy wrote' to his few philofophic friends, 
Warb, 
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belongs to me, fince Pope is to write to you. No mat- 
ter : for, upon recolledlion, the rules of proportion ace 
not broken ; he will fay as much to you in one page, as 
I have faid in three. Bid him talk to you of the work 
be is about, I hope in good earned, it is a fine one ; and 
will be, in* his hands, an original *• His fble com- 
plaint is, that he finds it too eafy in the execution. Thif 
flatters his lazinefs ; it flatters my judgment, who al- 
ways thought, that (univerfal as his nalents are) this 
is eminently and peculiarly his, above all the writers I 
know living or dead ; I do not except Horace. Adieu*. 

]^ E T T E R XLV. 

AW. zS. 1729. 

THIS letter (like all mine) will be a rhapfody ; it 
is many years ago fince I wrote as a wit T» How 
many occurrences or informations mufl one omit, if one 
determined to fay nothing that one could not fay pret- 
tily ? 1 lately received from the widow of one dead cor*. 
refpondent, and the father of another, feveral of my owu 
letters of about fifteen and twenty years old ; and it was 
not unentertaining to myfelf to obferve, how and by 
what degrees I ceafed to be a witty writer ; as either my 
experience grew on the one hand, or my affedion to 
my correfpondents on the other. Now, as I love yoo 
better than mod I have ever met with in the world, and 
efteena you too the more, the longer I have compared 
you witn the reft of the world ; fo inevitably 1 write to 
you more negligently, that i^, more openly, and what 
all but fuch as love one another will call writing worfe. 
I fmile to think how Curl would be bit, were our epiftles 
to fall into his hands, and how glorioufly they would 
fall fhort of every ingenious reader's expedations ? 

You can't imagine what a vanity it is to me, to have 
fomething to rebuke you for in the way of oeconA- 
my. T love the man that builds a houfe fuhito ingenio^ 
and makes a wall for a horfe ; then cries, '* We wife 

•• men 

• Effay on man. 

f He ufcd to value himlcif on this particular. W«fT» 
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** men muft think of nothing but getting ready money." 
I am glad you approve niy annuity ; all we have in this 
world is no more than an annuity ; as to our own en- 
joyment : but I will increafe your regard for my \v\f- 
dom, and tell you, that this annuity includes alfo the 
life of another*, whofe concern ought to be as near 
me as my own, and with whom my whole profpedls 
ought to finifh. I throw my javelin of hope no farther. 
Cur bre^vi fortes jactfiamur a^vo — &:C. 

The fecond (as it is called, but indeed the eighth) e- 
dition of the Dunciad, with fome additional notes and 
epigrams, fhall be fent you, if J know any opportunity; 
if they reprint it with you, let them by all means fol- 
low that o£lavo edition. — The Drapier's letters are a- 
gain printed here, very laudably as to paper, print, 
&V. ; for you know I difkpprove Irilh politics, (as my 
commentator tells you), being a flrong and jealous 
fubjedt of England. The lady yon mention, you ought 
not to complain of for not acknowledging your prefent; 
fhe having lately received a much richer prefent from 
Mr Knight of the South-iea ; and you are fenfible fhe 
cannot ever return it to one in the condition of an out- 
law. It is certain, as he can never exped any favourf « 
his motive muil be wholly difmterefted. Will not this 
reflexion make you blufh ? Your continual deplorings 
of Ireland make me wilh yon were here long enough 
to forget thofe fcenes that foafflid you : I am only in 
fear if you were, you would grow fuch a patriot here 
too, as not to be quite at ea(e, for your love of old 

England. It is very poflible, your journey in the 

time J compote, might e;ia<5lly tally with my intended 
one to yon ; and if yon muil foon again go back, you 
would not be unattended. For the poor woman decays 
perceptibly t\^ry week ; and the winter may too pro- 
bably put an end to a \try long, and a very irreproach- 
^Ic life. My conilant attendance on her does indeed 
afFed my mind very much, and lefTen extremely my 
defircs of long .life ; fmce I fee the beil that can come 
of it is a miferable benedidiou. I look upon myftif to 

be 
• His Mother's. 

t He was milhkcn in this, ^f^ Knight was pardoned, and 
came home in the year 1744. JVarh. 
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be many years older in two years iince you (aw mc : 
the natural imbecillity of my body, joined now to this 
acquired old age of the mind, malces me at leail as old 
as you, and we are the fitter to crawl down the hill to- | 
gether : I only defire I may be able to keep pace with 
you. My firfl friendfhip at fixteen, was contradled with | 
a man of feventy : and I found him not grave enough or 
confiftent enough for me though we lived well to his 
death. I fpeak of old MrWycherly; fome letters of 
whom (by the by) and of mine, the bookfellers have got 
and printed, not without the concurrence of a noble 
friend of mine and yours*. I don't much approve of 
it ; tho' there is nothing for me to be aOiamed of, be- 
caufe I will not be afhamed of any ^itig I do not dd 
Dnyfelf, or of any thing that is not immoral, but merely 
dull, (as for indance, if they printed this letter I am 
sow writing ; which they eaiily may, if the underlings 
at the poft-ofiice pleafe to take a copy of it). I admire, 
- pn this coniideration, your fending your lail to me quite 
open, without a feal, wafer, or any clofure whatever* 
manifefting the utter openoefs of the writer 1 wonU 
do the fame by this, but fear it would look like a&c- 

tation to fend two letters fo together. 1 will fiilly 

reprefent to our friend> (and, I doubt not, it wiU 
touch his heart), what yon fo feelingly fet forth as to 
the badnefs of your Burgundy, fefr. He is an extreme 
iLoneft man ; and indeed ought to be fo, confidering hovr 
very indifcreet and unreferved he is : but I do not ap^ 
prove this part of his chara£ler, and will never join 
with him in any of his idleneffes in the way of wit. Yob 
know my maxim, to keep as clear of all oiFence, as I 
am clear of all interefl: in either party. I was once dif* 
pleafed before at you, for complaining to Mr * * • of 
my not having a pen£on, and am fo again at your nam- 
ing; it to a certain Lord. I have given proof in the courie 
of my whole life, (from the time when I was in t\p 
friendfhip of Lord Bolingbroke and Mr Craggs, even to 
this when I am civilly treated by Sir R. Walpole), that I 

never 

* See the occafion, in the (ccond and third paragraphs of the 
preface to the firfl vohime of Pope's letters,, the 7 th of War* 
burton's edidon of his works. 
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never thought myfclffo warm in any party's caufe as ta 
dcfervc their money ; and therefore would never have 
accepted it : but give me leave to tell you, that of all 
mankind the two peribns J would leaft have accepted 
any favour from, are thofe very two to. whom you have 
unluckily fpoken of it. I deiire you to take off any im- 
prcffions which that dialogue may have left on his Lord- 
fhip's roindy as if I ever nad any thought of being be- 
holden to him, or any other in that way. And yet 
you know I am no enemy to the prefent conflitution ; I 
believe, as fincert a wellwifher to it» nay even to the 
church eftablifhed, as any minifter in or out of employ- 
ment whatever ; or any Bifhop of England or Ireland. 
Yet am I of the religion of Erafmus, a Catholic : fo I 
live, fo I ihall die ; and hope one day to meet you, Bi- 
fhop Atterbury, the younger Craggs, Dr Garth, Dean 
Berkely, and Mr Hntchifon, ia that place to which God 
of his infinite mercy bring us, and every body I 

Lord B.'s anfwer to your letter 1 have juft received, 
and join it to this packet. The work he fpeaks of with 
fiich abundant partiality, is a fyllem of ethics in the 
lloratian way. 



LETTER XLVL 

jf/tri/ 14. 1730. 

THis is a letter extraordinary, to do and fay no- 
thing but recommend to you (as a clergyman, 
and a charitable one) a pious and a good work, and 
for a good and an honeft man : moreover he is above 
feventy, and poor, which you might think included in 
the word iwftr/f, Ifhal! think it a kindnefs done myfelf, if 
you can propagate . Mr Weftley's fubfcription for his 
commentary on Job, among your divines, (biftiops ex- 
f^pted, of whom there is no hope), and among fuch as 
are believers, or readers^ of (cripture ; even the curious 
may find fomcthing to pleafe them, if they fcorn to be 
caified. It has been the labour of eight years of this 
IcJrncd man's life ; I call him what he is, a learned 
man, and I engage you will approve his profe more than 
you iuriTHirly could his poetry. Lord Bolinghroke is a 

favourer 
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favourer of it, and allows you to do your beft to fervc 
an old Tory, and a fufFerer tor the church of EiTgland, 
though you are a Whig, as I am. 

We have here fome verfes in your name, which I am 
angry at. Sure you would not ule me fo ill as to flat- 
ter me. I therefore think it is fome other weak IriQiman. 

P. S. I did not take the pen out of Pope's hands, I 
proteft to you. But fince he will not fill the remain- 
der of the page, I think i may without offence. I ieek 
no epiilolary fame, but am a good deal pleafed to think 
that it will be knowa hereafter that you and I lived in 

the mod friendly intimacy together. Pliny writ his 

letters for the public ; fo did Seneca, fo did Balfac, Voi- 
ture, efr. Tully did not ; and therefore thcfc give us 
more pleafure than any which have come down to us. 
from antiquity. When we read them, we pry into a 
fecret which was intended to be kept from us. That is 
a pleafure. We fee Cato, and Brutus, and Pompey, 
and others, fuch as they really were, and not fuch as 
the gaping multitude of their own age took them t6 be, 
or as hi:torians and poets have reprefented them to ours. 
That is another pleafure. I remember to have feeh a pro- 
cefiionat Aix-la-Chapelle, wherein an image of Charle- 
magne is carried on the -fhoulders of a man, who is hid 
by the long robe of the imperial faint. Follow him 
into the veltry ; you fee the bearer flip from under the 
robe, and the gigantic figure dwindles into an image 
of the ordinary fize, and is fet by among other lumber. 
• 1 agree much with Pope, that our climate is ra- 
ther better than that you are in, and perhaps your pa- 
blic fpirit would be lefs grieved, or oftner comforted, 
here than there. Come to us therefore on a vifit at 
leafl. It will not be the fault of feveral perfons here, if 
you do not come to live with us. But great good- will 
and little power produce fuch flow and feeble effe^iju 
can be acceptable to heaven alone, and heavenly men. 
— " — I know you will be angry with me, if I fay no- 
thing to you of a poor woman*, who is flill on the o- 
tlier fide of the water in a moft languifhing flate of 

health. 

• Ladjr Bolingbrokc, 
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health. If ihe regains ftrength enough to come over, 
(and ihe is better within a few weeks), 1 (hall nurfe her 
in this farm * with all the care and tendernefs poflible. 
If ihe does not, I muft pay her the laft duty of friend- 
ihip where-ever (he is, tho' I break thro' the whole plan 
of life which I have formed in my mind. Adieu. I am 
moil faithfully and affe^onately yours. * 



LETTER XLVn. 
Lord BoLiNGBROKE io Dr Swift. 

Jan. 1730-31. 

I Begin my letter, by telling yoH, that my wife has 
been returned from abroad about a month, and that 

her health, tho* feeble and precarious, is better thaa 
it has been thefe two years. She is much your fervant ; 
and as ihe has been her own phyfician with fome fuccefs^ 
imagines ihe could be yours with the fame. Would to 
God you was within her reach. She would, I believe, 
prefcribe a great deal of the medtcina animi^ without ha* 
ving recourfe to the books of Trifmegiihis, Pope and 
I ihould be her principal apothecaries in the courfe of 
the cure ; and tho' our bell botaniils complain, that 
few of the herbs and fimples which go to the compoii- 
tion of thefe remedies, are to be found at prefeat ia 
our ibil, yet there are more of them here than, in Ire- 
land ; befides, by the help of a little chymifhy, the 
moil noxious juices may become falubrious, and rank 

poifon a fpccific. Pope is now in my library with 

me, and writes to the world, to the prefent ^nd to fu- 
ture ages, whilA I begin this letter which he is to finiih 
to you. What good he will do to mankind, I know 
not ; this comfort he may be fure of, he cannot do lefs 
tl^n you have done before him. I have fometimes 
thought, that if preajchers, hangmen, and moral wri- 
ters keep vice at a (land, or fo much as retard the pro- 
grefs of it, they do as much as human nature admits. 
A real reformatioa is not to be brought about by ordi. 

Vol. IV. K nary 

* Lord BoIiii£broke*s feat at Dawley m MIddleiex. Warh 
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nary means ; it requires, thofe extraordinary means 
which become punifhments as well as lelTons. National 
corruption mufl be purged by national calamities. — Let 
ws hear from you We dcferve this attention, becaufe 
we dcfire it, and becaufe we believe that you defire to 
hear from us. 



LETTER XLVIII. 
Lord BoLiNCBROKE io Dr Swift. 

IVIarch 29. 

IHave delayed feveral pofls anfwering your letter of 
January laft, in hopes of being able to fpeak to yon 
about a projed which concerns us both, but me the 
noil, fmce the fuccefs of it would bring us together. 
It has been a good while in my head, and at my lieart ; 
if it can be fet a-going, you (hall hear more of it. I 
was ill in the beginning of the winter for near a week^ 
but in no danger, either from the nature of my diftempcr, 
or from the attendance of three phyficians. Since that 
bilious intermitting fever, I have had, as I had befbrei 
better health than the regard I have paid to health de- 
ferves. We are both in the decline of life, my dear 
Dean, and have been fome years going down the hill ; 
let us make the paflage as fmooth as we can. Let as 
fence againil phyfical evil by care, and the ufe of thofe 
means which experience mufl have pointed out to ui: 
let us fence againft moral evil by philofophy. 1 re- 
nounce the alternative you propofe. But we may, nayv 
(if we will follow nature, and do not work up imagi- 
nation againfl her plained didlates)- we fhall of courfe 
grow every year more indifferent to life, and to the af- 
rairs and interefls of a fydem out of which we are .foon 
to go. This is much better than ftupidity. The de^y 
of paflion (Irengthens philofophy : for pa^ion may de- 
cay, and (lupidity not fucceed. Paffions (fays Pope, 
our divine, as you will fee one time or other) are the 
^aUs of life. I^et us not complain that they do not 
blow a florm. What hurt does age do us, in fiibduing 
what wc toil to fubduc all our lives? It is now fix in 

- the 
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the morning. I recal the kixne, (and am glad it is 
over}y when about this hour 1 ufed to be going to bed* 
furfeited with pleafure, or jaded with bufmefs : my 
head often full of fchemes, and my heart as often full 
of anxiety. Is it a misfortune, think you, that 1 rife 
at this hour refreilied, ferene, and calm ? that the pail, 
and even the prefent affairs of.life> iland like objedls at 
a diilance from me, where I can keep oiF the difagree- 
able fo as not to be ftrongly affeded by them, and from 
whence 1 can draw the oiners nearer to me ? Paffions in 
their force would bring all thefe, nay even future con- 
tingencies, about my ears at once, and reafon would buc 
ill defend me in the fcnffle. 

I leave Pope to fpeak for himfelf ; but I mull tell you 
how moch my wife is obliged to you. She fays fiie 
would find ftrength enough to nnrfe you, if you was her#; 
and yet, God knojEvs, ihe is extremely weak. The flow 
fever works under, and mipes the conflitution : we keep 
it off fbmetimes ; but ftill it returns, and makes new 
breaches before nature can repair the old ones. I am 
not afhamed to fay to you, that I admire her more every 
hour of my life. Death is not to her the king of ter- 
rors; (he beholds him without the leaft. When (he 
fufFers muCh, (he wi(he8 for him as a deliverer from pain; 
when life is tolerable, ihp looks on him with didike. be- 
caufe he is to fcparate her from thofe friends to whom 
(he is more attached than to life itfelf — You fliall not 
ftay for my next, as long as you have for this letter ; and 
in every one Pope (hall write fomcthing much better 
than the fcraps of old philofophers, which were the pre- 
ients, munufcula^ that Stoical fop Seneca ufcd to fend in 
^\try epidle to his friend Lucilius. 

P. 5. My Lord has fpoken joftly of his lady : why 
not I of my mother? Yeilerday was her birthday, now 
en'Aring on the ninety firll year of her age ; her me- 
mory much diminifhed, but her fcnfes \^Ty little hurt, 
her fi^ht and hearing good ; (he (leeps not ill, eats mo- 
derately, drinks water, (ays her prayers ; this is all Ihe 
does. I have reafon to thank God for continuing fo. 
long to me a very good and tender parent, and for al- 
lowing me to exercifc for fome years thofe cares which 
K 2 aic 
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are now as neceflary to her as hers have l>een to mc. 
An objeft of this fort daily before one's eyeSf very 
much foftens the mind ; but perhaps may hinder it from 
the willingnefs of contradling other ties of the like do- 
meflic nature, when one finds how painful it is even to 
enjoy the tender pleafures. I have formerly made ibmc 
Itrong efforts to get and to deferve a friend : perhaps it 
were wifer never to attempt it ; but live -extempore, and 
look upon the world only as a place to pafs thro',- jaft 
pay your holls their due, difperfe a little charity, and 
hurry on. Yet am I juft now writing (or rather planning) 
a bock, to make mankind look upon this life with com- 
fort and pleafure, and put morality in good humour.— » 
And juil now too I am going to fee one I love vfiy 
tenderly: and tomorrow to entertain ieveral dvil 
people, whom if we call friends, it is by the courtrfy 

of England. 5/V, fie jwvat ire fub umknu 

While we do Kve, we muft make the beft of life» 

Cant antes lictt ufyue {ruinus via ladat) eawuf, 

as the fhepherd faid in Virgil, when the road was long 
and heavy. I am yours. 

LETTER XLIX. 

Lord BOLI NO BROKE to Dr S^pI^ift. 

You may aflure yourfelf, that if you come over this 
fpring, you will find me not only got back into the 
habits of ftudy, but devoted to that hiflorical talk 
which you have fet me thefe many years. I am in hopes 
of fome materials which will enable me to work in the 
whole extent of the plan I propofc to myfelf. If they 
are not to be had, I muft accommodate my plan to this 
deficiency. In the mean time Pope has given me mOre 
trouble than he or I thought of; and you will be fur- 
prifed to find, that I have been partly drawn by him, 
and partly by T[iy{^\f, to write a pretty large volume 
upon a very grave and very important fubjeS; that I 
have ventured to pay no regard whatever to any anthO' 
rity except the facred authority ; and that I have veatorcd 

to 
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t9 ftart a thought, which moft, if it is pafhed as fucce/f- 
folly as I thinK it is, render all your metajphyfical theo- 
logy both, ridiculous and abominable. Inere is an ex- 
preffion in one of your letters to me, which makes me 
believe you will come into my way of thinking en this 
fubjedl ; and yet 1 am perfuaded, tha( dtvines and free- 
thinkers would both be clamorous againd it, if it was 
to be fubmitted to their eenfure, as I do not intend that 
it fhall. The pailage I mean, is that where you fay, 
that yon teld Dr ** the grand ' poiius of Chriftianityc 
ought to be taken as infallible reve]atiens*r ^V. 

It ha» happened, that whild I was writing this to» 
you, the DoSor came to make me a vifit from London^ 
where I heard he was arcived (bme time ago* He was- 
in hafte to return, and is, J perceive, in great hafte ta 
print. He left with me eight 'diflertations f, a fmali 
part, as I underftand, of his work ; and deilred me to 
perufe, confider, and obfenre upon them agiofl. Mon- 
day next, when he will come down ^ain. By what 
I have read of the twa firft, I find myfelf unable to 
fcrve him. The priaciples he reaibns upon, are begged 
in a difputadon of^^is tort ; and the manner of reafon- 
iDg is by no means doie and conduiLve.. The ible ad- 
vice I could give him in confcience^ would be that whicb 
he would take ill, and not follow-. I will get rid of this 
tafk as well as I can ; fof I efteem the man, and fhould 
be forry to difbblige him where I cannot ferve him. 

As ta retirement and exercife, your notions^ are true.. 
The firft n^ukl not be indulged- fi) muclv as to render us- 
iavage, nor the laft negleded fo as to impair health.. 
But 1 know men, who, for fear of being favage, live: 
with all who will live with them, and who, to preferve 
their health, fiiunter away half their time. Adieu*. 
Pope calls for the paper. 

P. S. 1 hope what goes befbrc wiH be a fixong mo- 
K 3. tive 



• In thiis maxim allbigotted diinnei zwA freethhmg politicians 
af»rce; the one for fear of difturbbg the cftablifhcd iflH;i»^n; 
chc other left that difhirbance fhould prov« iiijurious- to tbcii- ad- 
minK^rari.in of government. H^arb, 

t iUistlut'u/n ixarrUNcd with candor. 
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tive to your coining. God knows if ever I fhall (ee Ire- 
land ; 1 (hall never defire it, if you can be got hither, or 
kept here. Yet I think I fhall j?e, too foon, a free- 
man — Your recommendations 1 conrtantly give to thofe 
you mentioi- ; tho fome of them I fee but feldom, »nd 
am every day more retired. I am lefs fond of the world, 
and lefs curious about it ; yet no way out of hnmoor, 
difappointed, or angry ; tho* in my way I receive as 
many injuries as my betters ; but I don't feel them; 
therefore 1 ought not to vex other people, nor even to 
veturn injuries. J pafs almoft all my time at Dawley 
and at home. My Lord (of which I partly take the 
merit to myfelf )is as much eilranged from politics as 1 am* 
Let philofophy be ever fo vain, 'it is lefs vain now than po« 
lidcs, and not quite fo vain at prefent as divinity. I know 
nothing that moves flrongly but fatire ; and thofe who 
aije afhamed of nothing elfe, are fo of being ridiculoiu. 
J^ncy, if we three were together but for three years, 
fome good might be done even upon this age» 

I know you'll deiire fome account of my health. It 
h SIS ufual, but mv fpirits rather worfe. * I write little 
or nothing. You know I never had either a tafie or ta» 
lent for politics, and the world minds nothing die. I 
have perfonal obligations which I will ever preferve, to 
men of different fides ; and I wifh nothing fo modi as 
public quiet, except it be my own quiet. I think it a 
merit, if I can take off any man from grating or Satiri- 
cal fubjefts, merely on the fcore of party r and it is the 
greateft vanity of my life, that 1 have contributed to 
turn my Lord Bolingbroke to fubjeds moral, ufefnlr 

and more worthy his pen. Dr 's book is what 

1 can't commend fo much as Dean Berkeley'is*, tho' it 
has many things ingenio'^s in it, and is not deficient 
in the writing part : but the whole book, tho' he 
meant it a^i populum^ is, I think, purely ad clerum^ Adieu* 



LET. 
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L E T T E R L. 
Dr SwiPT to Mr Gay.* 

DuMi/t, March 19. 1729. 

I Deny it. I do write to yon according to the old 
fHpalation ; for when you kept yonr old company, 
when 1 write to one, I write to all. But I am ready to 
enter into a new bargain^, fince you ve got into a new 
world, and will anfwer all your letters. You are firft 
to present my mofi: humble reipeds to the Duchefs of 
Quecniberry ; and let her know, that I never dine with- 
out thinking of her, altho' it be with fome difficulty that I 
can obeyiier, when I dine with folks that have but twa 
prongs, and when the faoce fs not very confident. Yoa 
mnft likewife Cell her Grace, that Ihe is a general toafl 
among all honeft folks here, and particularly at the 

deanery, even in the hct of my Whig fubjedb. 1 

will leave my money in Lord BathuriPs hands, and the 
management of it (for want of better)in yours : and pray 
keep the intereft- money in a ! ag wrapt op and fealed by 
itielf, for fear of your own fmgers under your carelefTnefs.. 
Mr Pope talks of you as a perfed fb-anger ; but the dif- 
ferent'porfuits, and manners, and interefts of life, as for- 
tune hath pleaied to difpefe them, will never (ufFer thofe ta 
live together, who by their inclinations ought never to part.. 
1 hope when you are rich enough, you will have fome lit- 
tie ceconomy of your own in town or country, and be 
able to give your friend a pint of Port ; for the domellic 
ieaibn of life will come on. I had never much hopes of 
your varopt play, altho' Mr Pope fecmed to have, and 
akho' it were ever (b good : but yon fhould have done 
like the parfons, and changed your text, I mean the 
title, and the names of the perfons* After all, it wa«i 
an efFcft of idlenefs ; for you are in the prime of life, 
when invention and judgment go together. I wiih you 

had 

♦ The follovi'ini; letters from Dr Swift to Mr Gay. from let. 
50. to let. 61. inclulive, were found among Mr Gay's papers, ;M)d 
rctiuQcd to Dr Swift by the Duke of C^uccudcrry and Mr Pope. 



nS LETTERS to and Let, 5?* 

had 1 00 1. a-year more for horfes, — I ride and walk when- 
ever good weather invites, and am reputed the bell walk- 
er in this town and five miles round. I writ lately to> 
Mr Pope. I wifh you had a little villakin in -his neigh- 
bourhood ; but you are yet too volatile, and any lady 
with a coach and iix horfes would carry you to Japan.. 



LETTER LL 

Dublin^ 'No<v, 10. 1730.^ 

WHen my Lord Peterborow, in the Queen's time, 
went abroad upon hi« embaflies, the ihiniihy 
told me, that he was fuch a vagrant, they were forced 
to write at him by guefs, becauie they knew not where 
to write to him* This is my cafe with you ^ fometime» 
m Scotland, fometimes at Ham-walks, fometimee God 
knows where. You are a man of bafmefs, and not at 
leifure for infignifiomt correfpondence. It was I got 
you the employment of being my Lord Duke's primkr 
minifter : for his Grace having heard how good a ma- 
nager you were of my revenue, thought you fit to be 
mtruiled with ten talents. I have had twenty times » 
ftrong inclination to fpend a fummcr near Salifbory 
downs, having rode over them more than once, and, witfr 
a young parfon of Salifbury, reckoned twice the flone» 
of Stonehenge, which are eithey ninety two or ninety 
three, I defire to prefent my moft humble acknow- 
ledgements to my Lady Ducheis in return of her civility, 
I hear an ill thingr, that fhe is matre. pulchra flia puU 
ihrior, I never law her fince (he was a girl, and would 
be angry (he Ihould excel her mother, who was long 
my principal goddefs. I defire you will tell her Grace, 
t^at the ill management of forks is not to be helped 
when they are only bidentkil, which happens in all poop 
houfes, efpecially thofe of poets ; upon which account 
a knife was abfolutcly necefTary at Mr Pope's, wh^rc it 
was morally impoflible with a bidential fork to convey 
a morfel of beef, with the incumbrance of muftard and 
turnips, into your hiouth at once. And her Grace hatR 
colt me thirty pounds, to provide tridents for fear of of^ 

fending 
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fending her; which famldefirc Ihcwill pTcafe to return 
Bje* — -lam fickenoagh to go to the Bach » bur have 

not hearO it will be good for tny diforder. T have a 
ftrong mind to fpend my loo L tiijxt fummcr in France. 
1 am glad 1 have it, for there is hardly twice thai fum 
left in this kingdom. You want ito icttJcmcnt (I call 
ihe family where yoti livr^ and the foot yotj are ttpon, a 
fcttlemcnt) till yoit iiicrciife your fortune to what will 
fupport you with ifafe and plenty » ^ good houfe and a 

farden. The want of this I mtich dread for you. For 
hzvQ ofi^n known a f!ie*coafiii of a good famtfy and 
fmall foitunep palfing months among all her relations, 
lilting in plenty, and taking her circles, til! {be grew aa 
old maid, and every body weary of her* Mr Pope com- 
plains of feldom feeing you : but the evil is tina%^oid* 
able ; for dtlfcreiit circamiUticcs of life have always fe* 
p: ^ v* ^-fe whom friendfliip would join. God hatb 
t. of this, to prevent any progrefs towards real 

Janppinils here, which would make life more defirable, 
•*m death too dreadful. I hope you have now otie ad- 
y;- I a.1 ways wanted before, and the want 

oi yoQT friends as uneafy as it did yourfelf ; 

I tfttjiiu u*c ivUi'iva! of that folkttude abom your own 
alfnir*, Vvbjch pr-rpftwally tilled your thoughtSt and dif* 
t- vton. For if it be true, what Mr 

P: ^ ^ ric, you will have opportiimty of fa^' 

ving c%xry groat of the interell you receive i and fo by 
he fimc he and yen grow weary of each other, you 
HI be able to pafs the teil of your winclefs life, in eafe 
J T Irurv. with the additional mamphal comfort of 
1 inj receiiTd a penny fnifii diofe taftelefs na- 

gi^.^:.., ^ Lcjplc from whom yga dcfcrved fo much, and 
whodcfcTve no better geniufes thun thofe, by wboiii 

th^v ^ V '► - 1 ^(?d* If you fee Mr Ca*far , prefent my 

b 'himi and let him know* that the fcrub 

> '^ ' ' reprinted in London, 

t- n to a friend of os 

liuLu^ T**i^ ir, ind ifv^t to Ji W!; " r-r. 

It wa.f in ih nin^ of ftich fcoitn '\ 

ihchvimamot : ' ^ j 

ufmiiiewbom ) .:. 

L E T- 



ti 




T T E R 



L E T T E R LU. 



DttBIiw, AW. tg*^ t730w 
' Writ to you a lofig letter about a /on night pnAp 
' concl tiding yoD were in London, from whertcc I on* 
derflood one of your former was dated, Nor did I, 
imagine yoti were gone Siack to Aiinlbuiy fo late in thCi 
year j at which feafon I take the countty to be only i. 
fcenc for thofe who have been ill ufed by a cotirt^ on ac* 
coiinc of their virtues j which is a flatc of happinef^ th6L 
more valuablet becaufc it k not accompanied bv envy, 
altho' BOthirjg defer ves it morei I would 2 ' ! 4 

dokedom to lofc favour in the manner their G : - , ^ , i .i^r^ 
done, 1 believe my Lord Carteret^ fmce he is no longer 
Lieutenant, may not wifti me ill ; and 1 btve told htisi 
often, that I only hated him as Lieut ensint, I confeft 
he had a genteeler manner of binding the chains of this 
kingdom f han moJl of hia predeceCors j and i coofefs at 
the fame time, that he had ijx times a regard to my re^ 
commendation, by preferring fo many of my friend* in 
the church. The two laft ads of his favour were, to add 
to die dignities of DrDelany and Mr Stop ford; the lift 
of whom was, by you and Mr Pope, pot into Mr Pult- 
ney'e bands. I told you in my Jaft, that a conttrifjaftce 
ofgiddincfs {tho* not in a violent degrer) pre ny 

tboiights of England at prefent- For in 1 x 

domeftic life is ncceflary 1 where I can, with the cenni* 
rbn, fay to my fervant^ Go, and he goeth i and. Do 
this, and he doth it I now hate all people whom £ 
caAnot command, and confequently a Du chefs is at tbts 
tJlne the hatefuUell lady in the world to mt, one only 
excepted j and I beg her Grace*s pardon for f^^t ^^ff^pm 
lion f for, in the way I mean, her Grace is U:' d 

time* more batefuL 1 confefs 1 begin to appr-^-.^ir - ^uUi 
will fqiiander my money, becaufe 1 hope you never Icfii 
wanted it ; and if you go on with foccefs for two ycar^ 
longer, I fear I fljall not have a farthing of it left- The 
Do<ftor h^th til informed ine, who fays that "/'r", is 
at prefent the chief poetical favourite ; yetMr . i^ 

feif talks like a philofopher, and one wholly rLUrcd* 
Bat the vogue of our few lioneil folks here is* that Duck 



Let. $2. FROM Dr S W I F T. 119 

is abiblutely to fucceed Eufden in the laurel ; the con- 
tention being between Concannen, or Theobald, or 
fome other hero of the Dandad, I never charged you 
for not talking ; but the dubious ftate of your affairs in 
■thofe days was too much the fubjed, and I wifh the 
Duchefs had been the voucher of your amendment. No- 
thing fo much contributed to my eafe as the turn of af« 
fairs after the Queen's death ; by wkich all my hopes 
being cut off, 1 could have no ambition left, unle& I 
would have been a greater raical than happened to fuit 
with my temper. 1 therefore fat down quietly at my 
morfel, adding only, thereto a principle of hatred to all 
fucceeding meafures and minidries, by way of fauce to 
reliih my meat: and Iconfefs one point of conduct in my 
Lady Duchefs's life hath added much poignancy to it. 
There is a gOQd Iri(h practical bull towards the. end of 
your letter, where you fpend a dozen lines in telling me 
you muH leave off, that you may give my Lady Duchefs 
room to write, and fo you proceed to within two or three 
lines of the bottom ; tho I would have*remitted you my 
200 1* to have left place for as many more. 



To tbi Duchefs. 
Madam, 

My beginning thus low is meant as a mark of reQ>e6t, 
-like receiving your Grace at the bottom of the (lairs. 
-] am glad you know your duty ; for it hath been a 
known and eflablithed rule above twenty years in Eng- 
land, That the firft advances have been condantly made 
me by all ladies who afpired to my acquaintance, and 
the greater their quality, the greater were their advances. 
Yet i know not by what weal^nefs, 1 have condefcended 
graciouily to difpenie with you upon this important ar- 
ticle. Tho' Mr Gay will tell you, that a namelefs 
-pyfon* fcnt me eleven meifages before I would yield to * 
a vifit : 1 mean a peHbn to whom he is infinitely obliged, 
for being the occaiion of the happinefs he now enjoys, 
under the prote6lion and favour of my Lord Duke and 
your Grace. At the fame time, I cannot forbear tell- 
ing you. Madam, that you are a little imperious in your 

manner 

• The rrinccfi of Wales, afterward Queen Caroline. 
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manner of making your advances. You fay, perhaps 
ou (hall not like me : I afHrm you are millaken, which 
can plainly demonflrate ; for I have certain intelli- 
gence, that another perfon di dikes me of late; with 
whofe likings yours have not for fome time paft gone to- 
gether. However, if I (hall once have the honour to 
attend your Grace, I will, out of fear and prudence, ap- 
pear as vain as I can, that I may not know your thoughts 
of me. This is your own diredion, but it was need- 
lefs : for Diogenes himfelf would be vain, to have re- 
ceived the honour of being one moment of his life ia 
the thoughts of your Grace. 



LETTER LIII. 

Dublin^ March 1^, I730-I. 
X^Our fituation \& an odd on ; the Ducheis is your 
^ treafurer, and Mr Pope tells me you are the 
Duke's. And I had gone a good way in fome vtrie^ on 
that occafion, prefcribing leffons to dired your condud, 
in a negative way ; not to do fo and fo, i^c. like other 
treafurers ; how to deal with fervants, tenants, or neieh- 
bouring 'fquires, which I take to be courtiers, parua^ 
ments, and princes in alliance ; and fo the parallel goes 
on, but grows too long to pleafe me. I prove, that poeti 
are the ntteft persons to be treafurers and managers to 
great pcrfons, from their virtue, and contempt of mo- 
ney, &c, Pray, why did you not get a new heel to 

your (hoe ? unle(s you would make your court at St 
James's by afFefting to imitate the prince of Lillipati 
—But the reft of your letter being wholly taken up 
in a very bad character of the Ducheis, 1 fhall (ay do 
more to you, but apply myfelf to her Grace. 



Madam, Since Mr Gay affirms that you love to htfe 
your own way, and fmce I have the fame perfedion, I 
will fettle that matter immediately, to prevent thofe 
ill confequcDces he apprehends. Your Grace (hall have 
your own way, in all places except your own houft, 
and the doofiains about it. There, and there only I 
expe^ to have mine ; fo that you have all the world to- 

rrign 
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reign in,- bating only two or three hundred acres, and 
two or three houfes in town and country. I will like- 
wife, out of my fpecial grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, allow you to be in the right againft all 
human kind, except myfelf, and to be never in the 
wrong, but when you differ from me. You (hall have 
a greater privilege in the third article, of fpeaking your 
mind ; which I fhall graciouily allow you now and then 
to do even to myfelf, and only rebuke you when it does 
not pleafe me. 

Madam, I am now got as far as your Grace's letter; 
which having not read this fortnight, (having been out 
of town, and not daring to truft myfelf with the carriage 
of it), the prefumptuous manner in which you begin 
bad flipt out of my memory. But I forgive you to the 
feventeenth line, where you begin' to banifh me for 
ever, by demanding me to anfwer all the good character 
fome partial friends have given me. Madam, J have 
lived fixteen years in Ireland, with only an intermiflion 
of two fummers in England ; and confequently am fifty 
years older than I was at the Queen's death, and fifty 
thoufand times duller, and fifty million times more pee- 
vifh, perverfe, and morofe : fo that, under there difad- 
vantages, I can only pretend to excel all your other ac* 
quaintance about fome twenty bars length. Pray, 
Madam, have you a clear voice ? and will you let me 
fit at your left hand, at leafl within three of you ? for 
of two bad ears, my right is the beft. My groom tells 
me, that he likes your park, but your houfe is too little. 
Can the parfon of the ptrifh play at backgammon, and 
hold his tongue ? Is any one qf your women a good 
nurfc, if 1 fhould fancy myfelf fick for four and twenty 
hours ? How many days will you maintain me and my 
equipage ? When thefe preb'minaries are fettled, I muft 
Imj very poor, very iick, or dead, or to the lad degree 
unfortunate, if I do not attend you at Aimfbury. For 
J proft fs, you are the fir ft Lady that ever I deAred to fee, 
fince thefirft of Auguft 17 14; and I have forgot the date 
when that defire grew flrong upon me ; but I Tcnow I was 
not then in England, elfe I would have gone on foot 
for that happinefs as far as to your houfe in Scotland. 
But I can foon recoiled the time, by aiking fome ladies 

Vol. IV. L here 
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litre the mc^ntkt the daVj and the Tioar when I hcg&n 10 

endure their company : which however I think was J 

^ijgn of my ill judgment; for I do not perceive tlicy 

rend in any thing bat envying or admiring yoin '' 
dillikc BotliiDg in your letter but An afFe<^ed 
for bad writing, had (peHing, and «i bad pen, .whiLh }m 
pretend Mr Gay foam fault with ; wherein you aitont 
Mr Gay J you aifmnt me. and you affront yourfdf. Falfe 
rpeHing js only excu fable In a cliamber-maid* for I 

would not pardon it in any of your vvaiting-wonien, 

l^ray God preferve your Grace and family ; and give me 
leave to cxpcitj that you will be fo jull to remember 
,pe among tnofc who have the greatefl regard for virtue, 

■ |0odncfs, ptudencej courage, and gencroflty | after 
ft^hich you mtiii conclude^ that I am, with the greateft 

^ I'efpedl and grstitudet Madam, your Grace*s molt <M 
iknt and moll humble Tervant, ^c, ~ 



icnr 



1 have jufl got yomrs of Febmary 24. with a^ . 
^. ript by Mr Pope. I am in great concern for him 5 . 
fcid Mr Pope di£lated to you the Erf! pairtj and with 
reat difficulty fome days after added the re!!. I fee his | 
eaknefs by his hand-writing- How much t^ 
ihilofophy ejtceed mmc } I could not bear to ft 
will write to him foon. 



J^£ 



LETTER LIV. 



^ Ver Hnce I received your letter, I have been \^^ 
balance about going to Englandj and bndi^io 
SrlAol, to pafs a month at Almfburyi as the . 
ath given me leave. But many diffiatkies Ju 
bred. Firfi, I thought I had done wjih my:, 
^d fo did all my lawyers ^ but my adverfary, au.. * 
ing in appearance a Pfotellant thefe twenty yeajs, f 
declared he was always a Papill, and conlequently*' 
the law here, cannot buy nor (I think) fell i To 
[ ai fca again, for almoft all I am worth- But I h*v 
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ftill a worfe evil : for the giddinefg I was fabje£l to, jn- 
ftead of coining feldom and violent, now conflantly at- 
tends me more or lefs ; tho* in a more peaceable man- 
ner, yet fuch as will not Qualify me to live among the 
young and healthy ; and the Duche(s, in all her youth, 
fpirit, and grandeur, will make a very ill nurfe, and her 
women not much better. Valetudinarians muft live 
where they can command, and (cold ; 1 mall have horfes 
to ride, I muft go to bed and rife when I pleafe, and 
live where all mortals are fubfervient to me. I muil 
talk nonfenfe when I pleafe, and all who are prefent 
mud commend it. I muft ride thrice a-week, and walk 
three or four miles beiides, every day. 

I always told you Mr was good for nothing but . 

to be a rank courtier. I care not whether he ever writes 
to me or no. He and yon may tell this to the Duchefs; 
and I hate to &e you fo charitable, and fuch a cully ; and 
yet Plove you for it. becaufe I am one myfelf.- 

You are the fillieft lover in Chriftendom. If you like 

Mrs 1 why do you not command her to take you ? 

if (he does not, (he is not worth purfuing. You do her 
too much honour ; ihe hath neither fenfe nor tafte, if 
ihe dares to refnfe you, tho* (he had ten thoufand pounds. 
I do not remember to have told you of thanks that you 
have not given, nor do I underhand your meaning, and 
Jam fure I had never the leaft thoughts of any myfelf- 
If I am your friend, it is for mv own reputation, and 
from a principle of felf love; and I do (ometimes re- 
proach yoa lor not honouring me by letting the world 
Know we are friends. 

I fee very well how matters go with the Duchefs in 
regard to me. I heard her fay, Mr Gay, fill your letter 
to the Dean, that there may be no room for me ; the 
frolic is gone far enough ; I have writ thrice ; l will 
do no more; if the man has a mind to come, let him 
cjme ; what a clutter is here ? pofitively f will not write 
a fyllable more. She is an ungrateful Duchefs, confider- 
ing how many adorers I have procured her here, ovc^ 
and above the thoufands (he had before.*—! cannot allow 
you rich enough till you arc worth 7000/ which will 
brifig you 300 fir annum ; and this will maintain you,. 
L a ^^^^ 
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with the perquifite of fpunging while you are young ; and 
when you are old, will afford you a pint of Port at night, 
two fervants, and an old maid, a little garden, and pea 
and ink, — provided you live in the country.- 
Have you no fcheme either in verfe or profe? The Da- 
chefs ihould keep you at hard meat, and by that means 
force you to write ; and fo I have done with yoa. 

Madam, • 
Since 1 began to grow old, I have foand all ladies 
become inconftant, without any reproach from their 
confcience. If I wait on you, i declare, that one of 
your women (which ever it is that has defigns npon a 
chaplain) mu& be my nurfe, if I happen to be fick or 
peevifn at your houfe ; and in that cafe you muft fufpend 
your domineering claim till I recover. Your omittiDg 
the ufual appendix to Mr Gay's letters hath done me 
infinite mifchief here ; for while you continued tbenii 
you would wonder how civil the ladies here were to m^ 
and how much chey have altered fince. I dare not con- 
fefs that I have defcended fo low as to write to voar 
Grace, after the abominable negled you have oecn 
guilty of; for if they but fnfpefled it, I (hould loib 
them all. One of them who had an inkling of the 
snatter, (your Grace will hardly believe it), refufed to 
beg my pardon upon her knees, for once neglecting to 

make my rice- milk. Pray con/ider this, and do yoor 

duty, or dread the confequence. I promife you fhall 
have your will fix minutes every hour at Aimfbury, and 
feven in London, while I am in health : but if I happen 
to be fick, I mull govern to a fecond. Yet, properly {peak- 
ing, there is no man alive with fo much truth and rc- 
f])ed your Grace's moft obedient and devoted fervants 

LETTER LV. 

€ 

Aug, 28. 1731. 

YOU and the Duchefs ufe me very ill ; for I profefs 
I cannot diftinguifli the (lyle or the hand- writing 
of either.I think her Grace writes more like you than 
herfelf, and that you write more like her Grace than 

yourfelf. 
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foMiklf* I would fweaf the begiiming of your ktief 
writ hy tbf DucheA, tho' it b to pafs for yours ; be* 
caiife there is a curfed lie in it, that Ihc is ndiiier yoiin^ 
iTor healthy ; and hefidea, itperfef^ly icfrmble^ the part 
Xhe nwns. i will hkewif^ fwear^ ihM M^hat I niL]il ruf>> 
pofe is written by the Duchefj, is your haod ; mnd thtjs 
1 am puzzled and perplexed h*tiv«rn you i but I will gt> 
on in the Innocency of my ov^n hcarr* I am got eight 
miJes from our famous metropolis, toacotmrry parfon^s^ 
to whom 1 hiely gave n city-living, (mzh a.<^ an Engltfh 
ch»pbin would Itap at, ] retired hither for tfae pabfic 
goodj havmg two great works in hand : oiie to reduce 
tlie wikole poliiencfss witj h vim our » atid lly!e of En- 
gland into a fhort fyftem, for the ufe of all perfons of 
<jualit)% and parttcukrly the miiida o!* honour*. The 
mhcr h of almoft ctjiml importance ; 1 may c^ll it ih^ 
whole duty of feriants, in aWat twenty fevc %, 

from ihr /I u ird and waitirrp- woman, down i_ . -_ ..uU 
lioti &' l>oy f,^ — -f hdieve no mortal had ever 

ftsr^i *' , „.ions, as to be happy in the bell compjiny 

t . ^ I wi(h J had liheriy to print your letter wit^ 

Hif ..^»w»x c%>mments upon it» Theic wns a frllow in Ire* 
land, who from a flioc-boy grew to be feveral times 
one of the chief governor % wholly illitemte, and wltk 
li^tfdly comfnon feufe. A IjQfd Liemenaui told tfie tirit 
K" " itiAt he was the grear ' ' /' V ' t i^ 

h : and truly thU i n^ 

v; . . ,....^ 

I ycoj'. = — Wiiy, you need uot ihu^ . a ii 

i rd> I mud be abfcni* in order to prdrrvc 

Ti her Gfacr;. Lo h^re comes in the 

1= I T:nmv htt by her dd^^ ; huf r.m i fool 

Jli:- I ;m), to i' iiy 

Clfjj" ilic fMid. ' '!t 

yt>iir ne, 't| 

own a ^ . r*i| the 
honour ot w^tiog at your Uruce'i £e£t, uU I caa tmfk 

I 

of I hit kmi, €^l\t4LDlr§Bi^m t% (c^«M^ 
m^v^^f^f^ txAi i^icu '^'d^StUShiC^ fluCC h4 d«itth^ %Q4''^t4* ^ * 
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a paltry law-fuit. It concerns indeed al moil all my 
wh«le fortune ; it is equal to half Mr Pope's, and two 
tiurds of Mr Ga/s, and about fix weeks rent of yoar 
Grace's. This curfed accident hath drill'd away the 
whole fummer. But, Madam, underftand one thing, 
that I take all your ironical civilities in a literal feiiie ; 
and whenever i have the honour to attend you, (hall 
expedk them to be literally performed : tho' perhaps I 
ihall find it hard to prove your hand- writing in a court 
of juftice ; but that will not be much for your credit 
jiow miferably hat^ your Grace been miftaken, in think- 
ing to avoid envy by running into exile, where ic haunts 
you more than ever it did even at court ? Son te civiiaSf 
non regia domus in exilium miferunt^ Jed tu utrgtfftte. So 
lays Cicero, (as your Grace knows), or ib he might have 
iaid. 

I am ttUd, that the Craftfman, in one of his pj^>ers» is 
ofiended with the publifhers of (I fuppofe) the laft edi- 
tion of the Dunciad ; and I was alked whether you and 
Mr Pope were as good friends to the new-difgraced per- 
Ibn as formerlv ? This I knew nothing of, bnt fuppoft 
it was the coniequence of ibme miftake. As to writing, 
I look on you juft in the prime of life for it, the very 
ieafon when judgment and invention draw together. 
But fchemes are perfectly accidental : ibme will appear 
barren of hints and matter, but prove to be fruitful ; 
and others the contrary : and what yoa iay, is ptft 
doubt, that every one can beft find hints for himfelf ; 
tho' it is poffible, that fometimes a friend may give yoo 
a lucky one juft fuited to your own imaginaticur. Bat 
all this is almofl paft with me ; my invention and judg- 
ment are perpetually at fi(ly>cufFs, till they have quite 
difabled each other ; and the merefl trifles 1 ever wrote 
ajre ferious philofophical lucubrations, in companion to 
what F now bufy myfelf about ; as (to fpeak in the au- 
thor's phrafe) the world may one day fee *. 

LET- 

* His luHicroos precIi£lion was fince his death, and very much 
to his difhonour, icrirufly falfiiled. Warh. 

By this dcfire of h'tting the -w^rld fee what other men of Icfs 
%!£ a!id more difcrcrtion would carefully have concealed. Swift 
iiJi jgH^ce^ hiinfclf o^a to th« ccnliure of his cflcmicsi and beyond 

tlic 
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LETTER LVI. 

Sipt. 10.M731. 

IF your ramble was on horfebacky 1 am glad of it 00 
account of your health ; bat I know your arts of 
patching up a journey between flage-coachesand friends 
coaches : for you are as arrant a cockney as any hofier 
in Cheapfide. One clean fhirt with two cra\'ats, and 
SLS many handkerchiefs, make up your equipage : and as 
for a nighi-eown* it is dear from Homer, that Aga- 
jnemnon roie without one. I hsive often had it in my 
head to put it into yours, that yon ought to have fome 
great work in fcheme, which may take up ieven years 
to fini(h> befides two or three atider-ones> that may 
add another 1000/. to your flock; and then I ihall ber 
m lefs pain about yon. I know you can find dinners ; 
but you lave twelve-penny coaches too well, without 
coniidering that the intereil of a whole 1 000 /. brings 
you but half a crown a>day. I find a greater longing 
than ever to come againU you : and reafon good, when 
1 am tea(ed with Dukes and Duchefles for a viiit, all 
my demands complied with, and all excufes cut off. You 
remember, "O happy Don Quixote! queens held hTt 
" horfe, and DucheHes pulled of his armour, ** or fome«- 
thing to that purpofe. He was a mean-fpirited fellow ; 

the reach of any defcDce from his friemls. He fias not only 
commirtcd to the prefs a moft dcfpicahle heap of writings, but 
has publicly recorded the lowefl amusements of his private 
fcenes of life, without havine once CufpeCttit that perfbns 
whofe (Utions or abilities have &ed them in a con^icuous at- 
titude, are looked upon by the reft of mankind with a very 
critical, and a very en/ious eye. Auguftus, as I remember, was 
4 little alliamed to bedifcovercd at a game of cobnuts; and even 
Domitian was canning enough to withdraw into his clod-t to 
catch flies. Great minds, you vill fiy, require to be often un- 
bent. I allow it : but thole rebxatiuns might be rhofen, Co as 
to make i41encl& appear in a beautiful light: and Swift wouM 
have forfeited a Itls degree of fame by pb>ing many years at 
pufhpin, (fl'.c records of which lie coulJ not have printed;; 
than by cnmpofing various kiiiJs of nonfcnfc. which, by his 
own optioo, hare been honoured with a place in his v^otlLi^ 
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I can (ay ten times more, O happy, £5ff. fach a Duchefs^ 
was deHgned to attend him, and fuch a Duke invited 
him to command his palace, hiam iftos reges ceteros me* 
morare mlo, hcminum mendicahula. Go read your Plautus, 
and obferve Strobilus vapouring after he had found the 
pot of gold. I will have nothing to do with that 
lady : I have long hated her on your account, and the 
more becaufe you are fo forgiving as not to hate her : 
however, fhe has good qualities enough to make her e- 
ftecmed ; but not one grain of feeling. I only wi(h fhe 

were a fool. 1 have been feveral months writing near 

five hundred lines on a pleafant fubje6l, only to tell what 
my friends and enemies will fay on me after I am dead*. 
I (hall finifh it foon ; for I add two lines every week, 
and blot out four, and alter eighth I have brought in 
you and my other friends, as well as enemies and de- 

tradors. Tt is a great comfort to fee how cormption 

and ill condufl are indrumental in uniting virtuous per- 
fons and lovers of their country of all denominations ; 
Whig and Tory, High and Low church, as (bon as they 
are left to think freely, all joining in opinion. If this 
be difafFedUon, pray God fend me always among the 
difafFedled ! and I heartily wifh you joy of your (curvy 
treatment at court, which hath given you leifure to cul- 
tivate both public and private virtue, neither of them 
likely to be foon met with within the walls of St. James's 

or Wefhninfter. But I muft here difmifs you, that! 

may pay my acknowledgments to the Duke for the great 
honour he hath done me. 

My Lord, 
I could have fworn that my pride would be always 
able to preferve me from vanity ; of which I have been 
in great danger to be guilty for fome months pall, firft 
by the coiidud. of my Lady Duchefs, and now by that <^ 
your Grace, which had like to finifh the work. And 1 
fliould have certainly gone about (hewing my letters, 
under the charge of fecrecy, to every blab of my ac- 
quaintance, if I could have the lead hope of prevailing 

on 

Til/5; has been publifWcd, and is amongft the beft of bis poems. ' 
See vol, 6. 
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on any of them to believe, that a man in Co ohfcure 1 
corner, quite thrown out of the prefenc worii:. ino. 
within a few fteps of the next, fhould receive inch zon- 
defcending invitations, from two fnch perfons :o vhom 
he is an atter flranger, and who know no mere of liim 
4han what they have heard by the partial reprefencaticns 
of a friend* Bat in the mean time I moft de£re ^/aar 
Grace, not to flatter yoorfelf, that J waited for your 
confent to accept the invitation. I mud be ignorant 
indeed, not to know, that the Duchefs, ever fince yon 
net, hath been moft politicly employed in increa£ng 
thofe forces, and (harpening thofe arms, with which (he 
fubdued yoa at firft, and to which, the braver and the 
wifer yon grow, yon will more and more fubmit. Thns 
I knew myfelf pq^ the fecure fide ; and it was a mere 
piece of^ good miners to infert that claufe, of which 
vou have taken the advantage. But as I cannot forbear 
informing your Grace, that the Dachefs's great fecret in 
her art of government hath been, to reduce both your 
wills into one ; fb I am content, in due obfervance 
to the forms of the world, to return my moft humble 
thanks to your Grace for fo great a favour as you are 
pleafed to offer me, and which nothing but impoilibili- 
tics fhall prevent me horn receiving ; iince I am, with 
the greateft reafon, truth, and re(pcft, my Lord, your 
Grace's moft obedient, &r. 

Madam, 
I have confulted all the learned in occult fcicnces of 
my acouaintance, and have fat up eleven nights to dif- 
covcr the meaning of thofe two hieroglyphical lines in 
your Grace's hands at the«bottom of the laft Aimfbury 
letter ; but all in vain. Only it is agreed, that the lan- 
guage is Coptic; and a very profound Behmift afTores 
me, the ftyle is poetic, containing an invitation from a 
^i^'y g'"^^ perfon of the female lex, to a ftrange kind 
of man whom (he never faw: and this is all i can find ; 
which, after fo many former invitation;, will ever con- 
firm me in that refpefl wherewith I am. Madam, your 
Grace's moft obedient^ &c. 

LET* 



v< 



LETTER LVIL 
Mr Gay ip Df SwtFT. 

Dfc. I, 1731* 

'OU ufed to complain thai Mr Pope and I woulJ^ 
X iioc l«t you ipeak; yoy may now be evcii with mt^ 
aud uke it out in writing* If you don't (hnd to mi 
now and then, the pofi-officc will think me of no coii* 
jlc^uence^ for 1 have no correfpondenc but yoa. Y04 
may keep as far from ui as yoa pleafe; you cant^ot h^ 
forgotEen by thofe who ever knew you j and therefort 
pleaie me, hy fomenme^ fhewing that I ani not forgot 
by you, I have nothing to take me of from my friem!* 
0iip to you. I feek no ntw acqoainiance, and court 119 
favour i I fpend no {IjiUings in coaches or chairs^ to k- 
vee£ or great vifits; and, a« I don't want the aiBHiiacf 
ijf fome that I formerly converfed wid^, 1 wiU not fo 
much a^ feem to feek to be a dependent* As to m^' i\a' 
4ies, I have not been entirely idle^ tho' I c^inoc f: 
1 have yet pcrfcdtcd any thing* What I have qq^^ iw 
Ibmething in the way of thoic fabled I have adjeadj( 
publidiedi All the money I get h by favlng j fo that bj( 
habit there may be fome hopes (if 1 grow richer) of m| 
becoming a mifer. AU mifcrs have their excnfes ; ihf 
motive to my parftmony is independence. If I were to 
be reprefented by the Duchefif, (ilie is fuck a ■] '-'hi 

niggard for me}^ this ch^rs^^er might not i J 

me : but I really think I am covetotia enough fvr auf 
who lives at the court-end of the cowrit and who h ^ 
poor as myfelf : for I don*t pretend that I am equally 

iaving with S^ k. Mr Lewis delared you ^ight be 

told, that he hath five pounds of yours in hh ' 
which he fancies you may have forgot; for ht \ia_ 
hardly allow that a I'erfe-mas can have a juH kmjwjei 
of his own affairs. When you got rid of your law- 
1 was in hopes that you had got your owq, iuki was 
ve^tation of the law ; bu 



very 



Tope 



you are not entirely out of yom' perplexity^ ih^* 
bate the fecurity now m your own pofTeilion* flni 
ypuf cs^ft h not fo bad as Captain Gulliver's, who wa^ 
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ruined by ha\nng a dcci^ee for Km with cofli, I hmve had 

an injunftioEx for me again H pirating booldellers, which 
I mti (urc to get no tiling hy, and w til, 1 fear, in die 
em! drain me of fome motley. W\cn 1 began this pro-* 
fccyuon, I fancied ihcre would be fome end of it; but 
tlic law flill goes on ; nnd It ia probable I (halt fome 
tiitie or other fee an attorney's bill as long as the book. 
I'oor Duke Difney is dead, and hath If It what he htd 
amon^ hi* friends j among whom aie 1 ,oid Bolingbroke^ 
500 1* I Mr. PeThatn, |00 h 5 Sir William Wyndhajii*i 
yoimgell fon^ 500 L | Ge«. Hill, 500 L| Lord Maiiam^s 
10 Ht sool. 

YoTj ^-' ** *^^ ^'^^d wifhes of thofe t converfc with* 
Thc*r ' ify niei when they remember yoti| 

but t ir jiiy uuiTv Jiey do it purely for your own fake, 
I iim Oiti.vfied with the love and fricndfliip of gnod metit 
Bh4 envy r ' ^^-- '^merits of thofe who are mnjl con- 
IpiciJOiifly ed. Therefore, as 1 fet a juft vm~ 

!ii ur rrR'ndihip, yoa cannot plesfe me marej 

t ; roe now and then know that you remember 

Mc i Uic Oflly fatiifat^on of diftarit friends j 

P. 5, Mr 6ay's is a good I "e will be a very 

dt:!! nne : atid ycr U'hr*t yoo ^ . the wortl of it, 

i excuft^, thiic 1 write in a head-ach 

I days, I am never ill but I think of 

y !Jt5, and repme that they mutually hinder oar 

Lho tn one point I am apt 10 






h ■ ,^ ^ tJvcr : rho tn one point I am apt 10 difHff 
from you i for you Oinn your friends when you are la 
thofe circumfbnccst and I deftrc ihem j your way is the 
re generous, mmc the more ten den Lady* 



^k your letter very kindly 1 for 1 had prepared her xn 
cXpca no anfwer under a twelve-month ; but kindness 
pcxhaps is n ■"— ^ * * '-'-ble to courtiers. However, 
Ihc ii an r 1 thcrct who will do you 

tW' — r- "- - t i 1. c . mi I ., < H ] :. i a k e , why all th h fcr nple 
fl Bp^ — *a keeping yoiir horfcs, who h*"ii a p*rk; 

CI t ^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ pj^^ of w' ' ^ Vv'e 

I.; han you imagine. I! 

1 I you, cho' yoti coiiic lu:c iung 

1 ts. Tho* fuch profpei^s asl 

^i;i {;«L;i2ut ;:iLrW Lc IbriQwIj for fixing yoa with u$, time 



1^ 
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may provide better before yoa part agaia. The old 
Lord may die, the benefice may drop, or, at worft, 
you may carry me into Ireland. You will fee a work of 

Lord B 's, and one of mine ; which, with a juft 

negledl of the prefent age, confult only pofterity ; and, 
with a noble fcorn of politics, afpire to philofophy. I 
am glad you refolve to meddle no more with the low 
concerns and interefts of parties, even of countries (for 
countries are but larger parties), ^lid verum atque de- 
cens, curare, et rogitare^ noftrumjit. I am much pleafed 
with your dellgn upon Rochefoucault's maxim ; pray fi- 
nilh it *. I am happy whenever you join our names to- 

fether« So would Dr Arbuthnot be : but at this time 
e can be pleafed with nothing ; for his darljng (on is 
dying in all probabihty, by the melancholy account I 
received this morning. 

The paper you afk me about is of little value. It 
might have been a feafonable fatire upon the fcandalom 
language and paflion with which men of condition have 
Hooped to treat one another. Surely they facrifice too 
much to the people, when they facrifice their own du- 
radlers, families, ^c, to the diveriion of that rabble of 
readers. I agree with you in my contempt of moll po- 
pularity, fame, £5fr. ; even as a writer I am cool in it; 
and whenever you fee what I am now writing, you^ll be 
convinced I would pleafe but a few, and, if I could 
make mankind lefs admirers, and greater reafbners f . I 
ftudy much more to render my own portion of being 
eafy, and to keep this peevifh frame of the human body 
in good humour. Infirmities have not quite unmanned 
me ; and it will delight you to hear they are not increa- 
fed, tho' not diminifhed. I thank God, I do not ve- 
ry much want people to attend me, tho' my mother 
now cannot. When I am fick, I lie down ; when I 
am better, I rife up : I am ufed to the head-ach, isrc. 
If greater pains arrive (fuch as my late rheumati/m), 
the fervants bathe and plaifter me, or the furgeon fcan- 
fies me ; and 1 bear it, becaufe I muft. Thfs is the evil 
of nature, not of fortune. I am juft now as well as 

when 

* The poem on his own death, formed upon a maxim of 
J2{7che/bucault. \. 

t The 2pem he means is tbc EJfa) on man* 
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when you was here : I pray God ypu were no wbrfe. I 
fincerely wifh my life were pafled near you ; and, fuch as 

it is, I would not repine at it. All you mention, W 

member you, and wiih you here. 



LETTER LVIIL 
Dr Swift to Mr Gay. 

Duhlin^ May J^, ^732. 

I AM now as lame as when you writ your letter, and 
almoft as lame as your letter itfelf, for want of that 
limb from my Lady Duchefs which you promifed, and 
without which I wonder how it could limp hither. I 
am not in a condition to make a true ftep even on Aimf- 
bury downs ; and I declare, that a corporeal falfe ilep is 
worfe than a political one ; nay worfe than a thodfand 
political ones ; for which I appeal to courts and mini- 
fters, who hobble on and profper, without the fenfe of 
feeling. To talk of riding and walking, is infulting me; 
for I can as foon fly as do either. It is your pride or la- 
zinefs, more than chair hire, that makes the town ex- 
penfive. No honour is loft by walking in the dark : 
and in the day, you may beckon a blackguard boy un- 
der a gate, near your vifiting place (experto crede)^ fave 
eleven pence, and get half a crown's worth of health. 
The worft of my prefent misfortune is, that I eat and 
drink, and can digeft neither for want of exercife ; and, 
to incrcafe my mifery, the knaves are fure to find me at 
home, and make huge void fpaces in my cellars. I con- 
gratulate with you, for lofing your great acquaintance. 
In fuch a cafe, philofophy teaches, that we muft fubmit, 
and be content with good ones. I like Lord Combury's 
reefing his peniion ; but I demur at his being eledled 
for Oxford ; which I conceive is wholly changed, and 
entirely devoted to new principles ; fo it appeared to me 
the two laft times I was there. / 

I find, by the whole caft of your letter, that you are 
as eiddy and as volatile as ever ; juft the reverfe of Mr 
^VoL. IV. M Pope, 

/ 
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Pope, who hath always loved a domeftic life from his 
youth. I was going to wi(h you had fome little place 
chat you could call your own ; but I profefs 1 do not 
know you well enough to contrive any one fyftem of life 
that would pleafe you. You pretend to preach up riding 
and walking to the Duchefs ; yet, from my knowledge 
of you after twenty years, you always joined a violenf 
defire of perpetually ihifting places and company, witk 
a rooted lazinefs, and an utter impatience of fatigue. 
A coach and fix horfes is the utmoll exercife you can 
bear, and this only when you can fill it with (iich compa- 
ny as is bed fuited to your tafle ; and how glad would 
you be, if it could waft you in the air to avoid jolting ? 
while If who am fo much later in life, can, or at 1^ 
could, rjde 500 miles on a trotting horfe. You mortal- 
ly hate writing, only becaufe it is the thing you chiefly 
ought to do ; as well to keep up the vogue you have m 
the world, as to make you eafy in your fortune. Yoa 
are merciful to every thing but money, your befl fiiend, 
whom you treat with inhumanity. Be affured, I will 
hire people to watch all your motions, and to return me 
a ^thful account. Tell me, have you cured your abfence 
of mind ? Can yon attend to trifles ? Can you at Aimfbn- 
ry write domedic libels to divert the family, and neighs 
bouring 'fqnires for five miles round ? or venture fo fir 
on hor&back, without apprehending a fhimble at eveiy 
ftep ? Can you fet the footmen a-laughine as they wait it 
dinner ? and do the Duchefs's women admire your wit? 
In what efteem are you with the vicar of the parifh } 
Can you play with him at backgammon ? Have the 
farmers found out, that you cannot diftinguifh rye from 
barley, or an oak from a crab- tree ? You are fenfible, 
that I know the full extent of your conntry-fkill it in 
fifhing for roaches, or gudgeons at the higheft. 

I love to do you good offices with your friends ; and 
therefore defire you will ihow this letter to the Duchefe 
to improve her Grace's good opinion of your qualifica- 
tions, and convince her how ufeful you are like to be 
in the family. Her Grace (hall have the honour qf my 
correfpondence again when (he goes to Aimfbury. Hear 
a piece of Irifh news. I buried the famous General Me- 

redy^ 
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r«d)"t}x's father lalt ntghtin my cathedral ; he was ninety* 
fix years old : To that Mrs Fopc may Jive feven years 
lotjger. You faw Mr Pope in health ; pray is he gene- 
ralty more healthy than when I was amongd you ? I 
would know how your own health :s, and how much 
wne you drbk in a day^ My flint in company re a 
pint at noon, and half aa much at night ; but I often 
dine at home like a hermtC, ^nd then I drink Hide or 
none u all* Yet I differ fromyou; for I would have 
Ibcjety, if I could get what i 
HAderftatidlug and oiiddlc rank- 



you ; 

like, people of middle 
Adieu, 






LETTER LIX, 

Ditlfin^ ynfy lO- 1732* 

I Had your letter by Mr Ry ves a long time after t!ie 
dale, for I fuppofe he ftaid long in the way. 1 asi 

glad you determine upon fome thing* There i$ nc> 
writing I efteem more than faUes, nor any thing fo 
ffieuli to luccccd in ; which however you hare done ex^ 

lently well; and I have often admired your happinefii 
la fttch a kind of performance, which I have frequently 
endeavoured at in vain. I remember 1 afted as you fecia 
to hint, J found a moral firf!, and lludied for a fable ; 
but could do nothing that plea fed me, atid fo left oiF 
that fcheme for ever, 1 remember one. which waa, to 
feprcfent wha; fcoundrels rife in armies by a long war^ 
herein 1 fuppofed the lion was engaged, and navtng 
loH ftU his animals of worth* at la ft Setjeant Hog 
came to be a Brigadtcri and Corporal Afs a Colonel, ^^i 
I agree wiih you like wife about geitmg fomething by 
the (Uge ; which, when U fuccerdit, is the bcQ if op for 
poetry in England. But pray take fomc new fchcme, 
quite different from any ihlug you have already touched^ 
T4e prefciit humf>ur ot" the pLiyer*, who hardly (11 I 
vva-j t^M m London) regard any new *>h\^, tind vour pre- 
( i-mat the CQurt, arc the ' - to be over- 

f a thofe circumftancci 1 tiltrrrd fat 

Iriitl the tormrr) fmcc I left ^'oa, My fcii ttk 

pa£pamonihat Aimfburyt and then go t n- 

Moil 9Xii live a wmtr between that and Dawiey, oM 
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fometimes at Rifkins -, without going to London, where 
I now can have no occafional lodgings. But I am not 
yet in any condition for fuch removals. I would £un 
have you get enough againft you grow old, to have two 
or three fervants about you, and a convenient houfe. It 
is hard to want rhok fubfidia/etjeSiuiiy when a man grows 
hard to pleafe, and few people care whether he be plet- 
fed or no. I have a large houfe ; yet I fhould hardly 
prevail to find one vifitor, if I were not able to hire him 
with a bottle of wine : fo that when I am not abroad 
on horfeback, I generally dine alone, and am thankfol 
if a friend will pafs the evening with me. I am now 
with the remainder of my pint beifore me, and fo here's 
your health, — and the fecond and chief is to my Tun- 
bridge acquaintance, my Lady Duchefs. And I tell 

you, that I fear my Lord Bolingbroke, and Mr Pope, a 
couple of philofophers, would flarve me ; for even of 
Port wine 1 fhould require half a pint a-day, and as much 
at night : and you were growing as bad, unless your 
Duke and Duchefs have mended you. Your colic is 
owing to intemperance of the philofophical kind : yoi 
eat without care; and if you drink lefs than I, yon 
drink too little. But your inattention I cannot par- 
don, becaufe I imagined the caufe was removed ; for 
I thought it lay in your forty millions of fchemes, by 
court-hopes and court-fears. Yet Mr Pope has the fame 
defedl, and it is of all others the moft mortal to con- 
verfation ; neither is my Lord Bolingbroke untinged 
with it : all for want of my rule, 'vive la bagatelUI 
But the Dodlor is the king of inattention. What a 
vexatious life fhould I lead among you ? If the Duchefs 
be a re^veu/e, I will never come to Aimfbury ; or if I do, 
J will run away from you both, to one of her womeo, 
and the fleward and chaplain. 

Madam, « 

Tmentioned fomething to Mr Gay of a Tunbridge 
acquaintance, whom we forget of courfe when we re- 
turn to town : and yet I am afTured, that if they meet 
again next fummer, they have a better title to refume 
their commerce. Thus 1 look on my right of corre- 
iponding with your Grace, to be better eftablifhed upM 

youTw 



■ :o.rV»h. -»: * 
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your return to Aim (bury ; and I (hall at this* time de- 
fcend to forget, or at leaft fufpend my refentments of 
your negledt all the time you were in London. I flill 
Keep in my heart, that Mr Gay had no fboner turned 
his back, than you left the place in his letter void which 
he had commanded you to fill ; tho'yonr guilt confound* 
cd you fo far, that you wanted preience of mind to blot 
out the lad line, where that command flared yoa 
in the face, fiut it is my misfortune, to quarrel 
with all my acquaintance, and always. come by the worfl: 
and fortune is ever againft me ; but never (6 much as by 
pnrfuing me out of mere partiality to your Grace, for 
which you are to anfwer. By your connivance, (he hath 
pleafed, by one (lumble on the ftairs, to give nve a hime- 
nefs that fix months have not been able perfectly to cure: 
and thus I am prevented from revenging myfelf, by 
continuing a month at Aimfbuiy, and breeding confufi* 
en in your Grace's family. No difappointment thro' 
my whole life hath been Cs vexatious by many degrees ^ 
and God knows whether I fhall ever live to fee uie ii^ 
viiible lady to whom I was obliged for fo many favours^ 
and whom I never beheld fmce (he was a brat in hang- 
ing flecvcs. I am, and (hall be ever, with the greateUr 
yelped and gratitude, Madam^ your Grace's moft obe* 
dient and moft humble, isfc. 



LETTER LX. 

Dublin y Aug. rz. 173?. 

I Know not what to iay to the account of your (lew- 
ard(hip ; and it is monftrous to me, that the South- 
fea (hould pay half their debts at one clap. But I 
will fend for the money when you put me into the way ; 
for I (hall want it here, my affairs being in a bad con- 
didon» by the mifcries of the kingdom, and my own 
private fortune being wholly imbroiled, and worfc than 
ever; fo that I (hall foon petition the Duchefs. as an 
objcil of charity, to lend me three or four thoufand 
pounds to keep up my dignity. My one hundred pound 
will buy me fix hoglheads of wine, which will fupport 
year; fiavijiV frugu in annum cofia. Horace de- 
M 3 ^^\ 
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fired no more 9 for I will conflrae fru^it to be 
You are yonng eomigh lo get fome locky hint, wUdi 
mtiii come by chance, aad it fcall be a thing of itnpor- 
tance, f tpi^ I?/ /jf/m^ tti aftfium ^fu/rt ft fit piam i aod yon 
IhalL not finish it in hullcp and ^t fhdl be divenlng, and 
u&iuUy fatiricaU and the Ducheis ihaLll br yoor critic; 
and, betwixt yoa and me, I da not End ^t will grow 
weary of you till thb time feven years. I had lately m 
offer to change for an Engliih living, which is juft nx^ 
filort by jool» a-yearj and that muft be made up oi^t 
of the I>u chefs 's pin -money, before I can conleiit* I 
want to be miniHer of Aimlbury» Dawlcy, Twkkoi- 
ham, Rilkins, and prebendary of Weftminfter ; clic I 
wiU not ftir a Hep, but content myielf with makipg tlie 
Dttchefs miferable three months ne.xt fummer. Bui I 
keep ill company ; 1 mean the Dnchefs and yoti« mh^ 
are both out of favour ; and io 1 tind am I, by a lew 
verfes wherein Pope and you have your parts. You heai 

T>t D y has got a wife with i6aoL a- year; 1^ ^ika 

am his governor, cannot take one under two ihoaland* 
I wifh you would inquire of fuch a one in yonr neigh- 
bonrhood. See what it is to wdte godly books f I f^ 
fefs I envy yon above all men in England. Yoa wafit 
nothing but thiee thoirfand pounds more to keep you in 
plenty » when yovir friends grow weary of you. To 
prevent whith I aft evil at Aimfbury, you muft leara m 
aomineer and be peevifh, to iind fiiuic witih their vic- 
tnais and drink, to chide and dired the fervants, wiih 
fome other leHbns wliich I fhall teach yon, and always 
pra£Hfed myfclf with fncctf^. I believe I fortnerly deli- 
red to know^ whether the vicar of Aimfbury can piay 
at backgan^mon* Fray alk him; the (|ue£liQii^ and give 
him my fervice. 

I was the mof! unwary creature in the worfd, wheilr 
figainfl my old maxims, I writ fir(^ trr you upon your 
lecnrn 10 Tun bridj^e. I beg that this condefcenfion af 
jnine may go no farther, and that you will noi pretend 
to make a precedent of it. I never knew any sBaIl^^t' 
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fed of any inattention, altho' the ^mnded atufcs were 
fCHiovcd* When I was with Mr Gay lafl in London, 
laiking with him on fotne poeticEl Cubje£lst he would 
anfwcr, *' Well, I am determmed not to accept die 
*' employment of Gendeman-uiher :*' and of ilie fame 
difpofition were aU my poetical friends j and if you can- 
not care him, I utterly defpair As to youdVJf, I 

would fay to you« {ilid* comparlfons be odious ]« what 

1 had to ^e 3 ihat your quality fhocild be never 

mny motive of efteem to me : my compliment was then 
loll, but it will not be fo to you* For I know you 
more by any one of your kttera than I could by lix 
tnonchs convcrfing. Votjr pen h always more jiatarilt 
and fmcerc, and nna^tr^fled than your tongue : in wri- 
ting you are too lazy to give yourfelf the trouble of 
a^Qg a part i and have indeed afled fo indifcreetly, 
lh4C 1 have yoa at mercy : and altho* yon ihonld arrive 
to fuch a height of immorality a» to deny your hand|, 
yet wHene^*eT I produce it, the world will uni^c infweai- 
ing this mail come from you only. 

1 will ^fwer your queilicn* Mr Gay h not dlfcteet 
cwHigh to live alone, bat he is too difcreet to live a- 
ioue i and yet (unlefs yon mend him) he will live alone 
c?en in your Grace^s company. Your quarrelling with 
each other upon the fubjefl of bread and butter^ is the 
moil mfual thing in the world. Parliaments^ court3« 
cities, and kingdoms, quarrel for no other caufe : from 
hencci and from hence only, arife all the quarrels be* 
tween Whig and Tory ; between thofe who arc in the 
iijirnilry, and thofe who are cut ; between all pretend- 
en to employment in the church, the law, and the ar- 
my. Even the common proverb leaches you this, %vhen 
we fty, It is none of my bread and butter ; meaning;, it 
h no bufinefe of mine. Therefore J defpair of any re* 
concilcmcnt between you till the affkir of bread and 

t»iiUir he adjnlled, wherein I woirld yrladty be a media- 
or. If Mahomet Ihould come to the mounuint how# 
happy would an cxctflleni lady be, who lives a few 
milri from ihift town ^ A& J waj telling; of Mr Guy^o 
way of living at Aimfi5ar|, fl^e offered fiiiy guJncaa to 
havr yon hofh at her houle for one hour over a bottle 
'Byigundy, vvhiiii *^c were ihcu djinkimg. To youj 
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queflion I anfwer, that your Grace (hould pull xne by I 
the fleeve till you tore it off; and when vou ikid yoal 
were weary of me, I would pretend to be deaf, and 
think (according to another proverb) that you ^ore my 
doaths to keep me from going. I never will believe one | 
word you fay of my Lord Duke, unlefs I fee three or 
four lines in his own hand at the bottom of yours. 
I have a concern in the whole family, and Mr Gay 
muft give me a particular account of every branch ; for 
I am not afhamed of you, tho' you be Duke and Do* 
chefs, tho' I have been of others who are, fcfr . ; and 
I do not doubt but even your own fervants love yoa, 
even down to your poflilions; and when I come to 
Aimfbury, before I fee your Grace, I will have an hour's 
converfation with the vicar, who will tell me how fa* 
miliarly you talk to Goody Dobfon and all the neiglh 
bours, as if you were their equal, and that you were 
godmother to her fon Jacky. 

I am, and fhall be ever, with the greatefl refpedf 
you Grace's nioll obedient, ^c, 

LETTER LXL 

Dublin f 0£i, 3. 173I. 

IUfually write to friends after a paufe of a few weeks, 
that 1 may not interrupt them in better company, 
better thoughts, and better diverfions* I believe 
I have told you of a great man, who (aid to me, that 
he never once in his life received a good letter from 
Ireland : for which there are reafons enough, without 
affronting our underftandings. For there is not one 
perfon out of this country, who regards any events that 
pafs here, unlefs he hath an eftate or employment.— 
I cannot tell, that you or I ever gave the leaft provoca- 
tion to the prefcnt minillry, much lefs to the court ; and 
yet I am ten times more out of favour than yon. For 
my own part, I do not fee the politic of opening com* 
mon letters, diredlcd to perfons generally known ; for 
a man's underllanding would be very weak to convey 
fecrets by the port, if he knew any ; which I declare I 
do not ; and beiides, I think, the world is already fo well 

informetL 
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informed by plain events, that I queiUon whether the 
minifters have any fecrets at all. Neither would I be 
tinder any apprehenfion if a letter fhould be fent me full 
of treafon ; becaufe I cannot hinder people from wri- 
ting what they pleafe, nor fending it to me ; and altho' 
it (hould be difcovered to have been opened before 
it came to my hand, I would only burn it, and think 
no further. I approve of the fcheme you have to grow 
fomewhat richer, tho*, I agree, you will meet with dif- 
couragements; ami it is reasonable you fhould, confi- 
dering what kind of pens are at this time only em- 
loyed and encouraged. For you mull allow, that the 
ad painter was in the right, who, having painted a 
cock, drove away all the cocks and hens, and even the 
chickens, for fear thofe who paiTed by his (hop might 
make a comparifon with his work. And I will fay one 
thing in fpite of the poft-officers, that fmce wit and " 
learning began to be made ufe of in our kingdoms, they 
were never profefledly thrown afide, contemned, and 
paniflied, till within your own memory; nor dulnefs 
and ignorance ever fo openly encouraged and promoted. 
Jn anfwer to what you fay 6f my living among you, if 
<-I could do it to my ea(e ; perhaps you have heard of a 
Icheme for an exchange in Berkihire propofed by two of 
our friends ; but, befides the difficulty of adjufting cer- 
tain drcumftances, it would not anfwer. I am at a time 
of life that feeks ea(e and independence : you will hear 
jny reafons when you fee thofe friends; and 1 concluded 
them with faying. That I would rather be a freeman 
among flaves, than a flave among freemen. The dig- 
nity of my prefent ftation damps the pertnefs of inferior 
puppies and 'fquires, which, without plenty and eafe on 
your fide the channel, would break my heart in a 
month. 

• Madam, 

See what it is to live where T do. I am utterly ig- 
norant of that fame Strado delPoe; and yet, if that 
author be againft lending or giving money, 1 cannot but 
think him a good courtier; which I am fure your Grace 
is not, no not fo much as to be a maid of honour, 
or I am certainly informed, that you are neither 
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ft freetHinker^ nor can fell bargains t that yoQ ctA 1 
neither TpelJ, nor talk, nor wrtiei nor thmk like 1 1 
courtier ; that j^ou pretend to be refpe£led for qaalmet 
which have been out of faOiion ever fince you were tl- 
moft in your cradle ; that your contempt for a fine 
^oat u an infallible mark of difaifeflion ; which is ; 
iher confirmed by your ill tafle for wit, in prefers 
two old-fafhioned poets before Dock or Gibber. 
fidei, you fpelL in fuch a manner as no court-b^dy ^ST 
re&d^ and write in fuch an old-fafhioned flyle as none d 

of them can underftand. You need not be m paia 

about Mr Gay's ftock of health, J promlfe yon he wMj 
fpen4 it all upon lazinefs, and ran deep in debt ' 
winiet^s rcpofc in town ; therefore I intreat your G 
will order him to move hi & chops lefs and his legs 
the fix cold months, elfe he will fpend ^1 his money 
phyfic and coach-hire. 1 am in much perplexity aboot 
your Grace *s declaration, of the manner in which yon 
difpofe what you call your love and refped^, whidt yon 
lay are not paid to merit, but to your own humocL 
Nov^, Madam, my misfortune is, that I have nothing 
to plead but abundance of merit ; and there goes an n^ 
ly obferyauon, that the humour of ladies ii apt C9 
change. Now, Madam, if 1 Jhould go to Aimibiiry, 
with a great load of merit, and your Grace happen to 
be out of humour, and will not purchafe my merchan- 
dife at the price of your rcfped» the goods may be da* 
maged, and no body elfe wiU take them off my hands. 
Be fides I you have declared Mr Gay to hold the firH pare, 
and I but the fccond ; wldck h hard treatment, fmcfi \ 
Ihall be the newefl acquaintance by fome years ; and I will 
appeal to ^ the rell of your fex, whether fuch an inno- 
vation ought to be allowed. 1 ^ould be ready to fay 
in the common formsj that I was much obliged to tht 
lady who wiQied (he could give me tlie bcft living, ^r* d 
I did not vehemently fafpe^l it was the very fame la4^ 
who fpoke many things to me in the fame Ityle i and all9 
with regard to the gentleman at your elbow when yoo 
writt whofe dupe he was, as well as of her waiting* 
woman : but they were both arrant knaves, as I tojd 
kim and a third friend^ tho' they will not believe 
it io thb day. I defiie to prefbnt my moH humlj^ 
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rdpefli m my Lor4 Duke i and* with my heartleft prayer 
e pfofperky of the vthol^ family, remain youf 

LETTER LXIL 

7i Mr F o p 1, 

Duhliny Jam It, 173a. 

I Doubt, hibit liatH little power to reconcile tas with 
ficknefs attended by par n. With me the lovvnefs of 
fpinti hath a moll unhappy effefi ; 1 am grown Icfs pa- 
with foli tilde, and harder to be pleafed with com' 
i which I could formerly better digell, when I 
' - wiihout it than at pre fen t. As to fend* 
I ling that 1 have written fmce I left youj 
(either v^ilc or profe), I can only fay^ that I have order- 
ed b^; m^^ will, that all my papers of any kind /hall be 
dv' og to difpofe of ^s you pleafe» I have feveral 

ihi ^ t I have had fchemea tafiniih, or to attempt j 
bus C ^tTj fooHlhly put off the trouble, as ftnners da 
iNeir repentance : for J grow tvtrf day more averfc 
ffOin v^iiting, which is very natural ; and when I take a 
pc«, fay to myfelf a thoafand times, No^ ift tanti^ As 
to thofc papers of four or live years pal!, that you are 
pleafed to require foon ; they con fill of little accidental 
ibingi writ in the country ; family-am ofements; never 
inteiided further than to divert ourfelve^ and fome 
ndgbbours ; or fome effeds of anger on pul>!tc grievan- 
ees oertt which would be infignihcanc out of this king* 
docn* Two or three of tis had a fancy, three years ago, 
(0 ^Titc a weekly paper, and called it an htEiitg^nar^ 
Bat IX continued not Jong i for the whole volume 
(it was reprinted in London, and 1 find you have feen k) 
wat the work only of two, myfelf and Dr Sheridan, 
If^ve C0ttl(l have got fome ingemous young man to have 
been the manager, who ihould have prnbliihcd all that 
might be fcnt to him, it might have continued longer^ 
fw there were hints enough. But the printer here • 
could noi aferd fach a young man one farthing for 
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his trouble, the fale being ib ftnall* and the 
one halfpenny''; and fo It dropt. In the vobme yoii 
(to anfwer your t]ii€ilions), ih^ ill, 3d, jtb, 7th, were 
mine. Of the 8th I vvrit only the verfes, (very uncm- 
re£t* but againll a fellow we ail hated) ; tlie 9th mine; 
the lotli only the ^^erfes, and of thofc not the ^^-^ '"^ 
ilovenly lines The ijih b a pamphlet of mine 

before with Dr Sh ^'s preface, merely for U:£iiir»s ili 

to dlfappoint the town ; and fo was the 19th, wbid 
conuins only a parcel of fad? relating purely to the 
tnifevies of Ireland, and \vhf>Ily nfelcfi aiad oneijlc^ 
taining ** As to other things of mint: fince 1 left 
there are^ in profe^ a view of the ilaie of Ircbi 

>,proje»5l for eating children ; and a defence of Lord 

eret t in verkr a libd on Dr D and Lord C 

ret ; a Jett^-T to Dr D on the libels writ ni 

hini ; the barrack, (a ilolen copy) ; the lady's journal j 
the lady's dreHing room^ (a tlokn copy) 1 tiic plea 
of the damned, (a ilolen copy)- All iheie have been 
j>r!iited in London. (I forgot to tell yon, that the t;Lle 

* of Sir Ralph was fent from England)* Beiides tht?fe# 
there are five or fix (perhaps more) papers of veHeA 
writ in the north; but perfed family- things, two 
or three of which may be tolerable ; the reft but indif- 
ferent, and the htimour only local, and fome that' 
would give offence to the times. Such as they are, ]l| 
will bnng them, tolerable or bad, if I recover this lame*; 
ticfs, and live bng enough to fee yoa either here ,of 
there, 1 forget again to telt you, that the fchc 
paving debts by a tax on vices, k not one fyll 
mine, but of a young clergyman whom I countei 
He told me it was built upon a pafJage in Gul 
where a projedor hath fomething upon the 
thought, "^rhis young man is the moft hopeful we have 11 

a book of hi^ poems was printed in Londf>n ; Dr D *j 

is one of his patrons ; he is married, and hai childr^,' 
and makes up about looh a^year, on whhh he tiveil 
decently- The utmotl ftretch of his atnbiibu is, 
ga^ther up as much foperfluous money ai ivill give llil 
light of you, and half an hour of your prcfcnce ; 




• See voL |. notcoQ ^c to^^iijetiw^, muinb, t* 
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which he will return home in full fatisfedlion, and in 
proper time die in peace. 

My poetical fountain is drained ; and I profefs I grow 
gradually fo dry, that a rhyme with me is almoft as hard 
to find as a guinea ; and even profe fpeculations tire 
xne almoft as much. Yet I have a tjing in profe, be- 
gun above twenty-eight years ago, and almoft finifhed. 
It will make a four-milling volume ; and is fuch a per- 
fection of folly, that you Sail never hear of it till it is 
printed, and then you ftiall be left to guefs *. Nay I 
Jiave another f of the fame age, which will require a 
long time to perfect, and is worfe than the former, in 
which 1 will ferve you the fame way. I heard lately 

from Mr ,who promi fes to be lefs lazy in order to 

mend his fortune, fiut women who live by their beauty» 
and men by their wit, are feldom provident enough to 
confider, that both wit and beauty will go off with years^ 
and there is no living upon the credit of what is paft. 

I am in great concern to hear of my Lady Boling- 
"broke's iU health returned upon her ; and, I doubt, my 
Lord will find Dawley too folitary without her. In that> 
neither he nor you are companions young enough for 
me ; and I believe the beft part of the reafon why men 
are faid to grow children when they are old, is, becaufe 
they cannot entertain themfelves with thinking ; which 
is the very cafe of little boys and girls, who love to be 
noi/y among their play- fellows. I am told Mrs Pope is 
without pain ; and I have not heard of a more gentle 
decay, without uneafmefs to herfelf or friends : yet I 
cannot but pity you, who arc ten times the greater 
iiifFerer, by having the perfon you moft love, fo long 
before you, and dying claily ; and I pray God it may 
not affedt your mind or your health. 

Vol. IV. N LET- 
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LETTER LXIIL 
Mr Pope to Dr Swift *. 



I 



Dec. 5. 1732. 

T is not a time to complain that you have nol aa- 
fwered me two letters, (in the lafl of which I was im- 
patient under feme fears). It is not now indeed 1 
time to think of myfelf, when one of the neareft aiMi 
longed ties I have ever had, is broken all on a ladden, 
by the unexpefled death of poor Mr Gay. An inflam* 
matory fever hurried him out of this life in three days. 
He died lafl night at nine o'clock, not deprived of his 
fenfes entirely at lafl, and pofleffing them perfedUy tiQ 
within £ve hours. He afked of you a few hours befbit» 
when in acute torment by the inflammation in his 
bowels and bread. His effects are in the Dukeef 
Queen(berry*s cuftody. His fifters, we fuppofe, will be 
his heirs, who are two widows ; as yet it is not known 
whether or no he left a will.— Good God I how often 
are we to die before we go quite off this ftage ? in evciy 
friend we lofe a part of ourfelves, and the bed part. 
God keep thofe we have left ! few are worth praying 
for, and one's felf the lead of all. 

I . fhall never fee you now, I believe ; one of your 
principal calls to England is at an end. Indeed he wis 
the mod amiable by far, his qualities were the gendeft; 
but 1 love you as well and as firmly. Would to God 
' the man we have lod had not been fo amiable, nor b 
good ! but that's a widi for our own Mes, not for his.. 
Sure, if innocence and integrity can deferve happinefiy 
it mud be his. Adieu. 1 can add nothing to what 
you will feel, and diminilh nothing from it. Yet write 
to me, an4 foon. Believe no man now living loves y»a 
better, 1 believe no man ever did, than 

A. P O F s. 

• " On my dear friend Mr Gay's death. Received December 
** 15 but not read till the 2nth, by an impulle, foreboding /due 
" raii/brtunc." [This nou U VudQt&d oa the original Icttcrfi 
Vr HwitVs hand] . 2Q^t • ^ 
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Dr Arbuthnot, whofe hamanity yoa know, heartily 
commends himfelf to you. All poffibie diligeoce and 
afFedlion has been lhown» and continiied attendance, on 
diis melancholy eccafion. Once more adieu, and write 
to one who h truly difconfolate. 

P. S^ By Dr Arbuthkot. 

Dear Sir, 
I am forry that the renewal of our correfpondence 
flioald be upon fuch a ntelancholy occafion. Poor Mr 
Gay died of an inilammationy and, J beb'eve, at lad a 
mortification of the bowels^ It was the moft precipi- 
tate cafe I ever knew, having cut him off in three days. 
He was attended by two phyficians beiides myfelf. I 
believed the diftemper mortal from the beginning. I 
have not had the pleafare of a line from you thefe two 
years ; I wrote one about your health, to which I had 
BO anfwer» J wi(h you all health and happinefs ; being, . 
with great affedUon and refped, Sir> 



LET TE R LXIV; 

Duhliiiy 1732-3; 

1 Received yours with a few lines from the Do^or, 
and the acceunt of our loiing Mr Gay ; upon which 
•vent I (hall iay nothing. I am only concerned that 
long living hath not hardened me : for even in this 
kingdom, and in a few days paft, two pcrfons of great 
merit, whom I loved vtvy well, have died in the prime 
ef their years^ but a little above thirty. I would en- 
deavour to comfort myfelf upon the lofs of friends, as I 
do upon the lofs of money ; by turning to my account- 
hpok, and feeing whether I have enough left for my 
fupport : but in the former cafe 1 find I have not, any 
more than in the other ; and I know not any man who 
is in a greater likelihood than myfelf to die poor and 
friendlefs. You are a much greater lofer than me by 
his death, as being a more intimate friend, and often . 
Hh companion; which latter I could never, ho^^e to be». 
^ N^2 «iuue;%X: 
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except perhaps once more in my life for a piece of a 
fummer. I hope he hath left you the care of any wri- 
tngs he may have left ; and I wifh, that, with thofe al- 
ready extant, they coi>Id be all publifhed in a fair edi- 
tion under your infpc6\ion. Your poem on the ufc d 
riches hath been juft printed here ; and we have no ob- 
jection but the obfcurity of feveral paffages by our igno- 
rance in fadls and perfons, which makes us lofe aban- 
dance of the fatire. Had the printer given me notice, I 
would have honeftly printed the names at length, where 
I happened to know them ; and writ explanatory notesi 
which however would have been but few, for my long 
abfence hath made me ignorant of what pailes ont <n 
the fcene where I am. I never had the leaft hint from 
yoa about this work, any more than of your former, 
upon tafte. We are told here, that you are preparing 
other pieces of the fame bulk to be infcribed to other 
friends, one (for inftance) to nvy Lord Bolingbroke, 

another to Lord Oxford, and fo on. Dr Delany 

prefents you his mod humble fervice. He behaves hiiih 
ielf very commendably ; converfes only with his former 
friends, makes no parade, but entertains them conflant- 
ly at an elegant plentiful table ; walks the ilreets,. as s» 
iual, by day light ; dees many a6l& of charity and gene- 
roiity ; cultivates a country -houfe two miles diSiant; 
and is one of thofe very few within my knowle^lge, on 
whom a great accefs of fortune hatb nrade no manner 
of change. And particularly he is often without money, 
as he was before. We have got my Lord Orrery 1- 
mong us, being forced to continue here on the ill con- 
dition of his eftate by the knavery of an agent; He it 
a moft worthy gentleman, whom, I hope, yoa will be 
acquainted with. I am very much obliged by your ft- 

vour to Mr P ; which I dciire may continue no 

longer than he (hall deferve by hie modefty ; a virtue I 
never knew him to want, but is hard for young men ^ 
keep, without abundance of ballail. If you- are ac- 
quainted with the Duchefs of Queenfberry, 1 define yott 
will prefenther my mod humble fervice. I thin It /he is 
a greater lofer by the death of a friend than either of 
ns. She feems a Lady of excellent fenfe and fpirit. I 
had often poRfcripts from her. in our friend's letters )^ 
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fiief and her part was fometimes longer than hbj and' 
they made upurs'dt part of the link happinc^ [ coujd 
liave hcft. This was tlic more geucrou^j becaiife I 
jicver faw. her fiiice fKc was a girl of five year^ old, now 
did I envy i>oor Ivir Gay for any thing f^^ much a£ bet/ig 
adomelllc friend to fuch a lady. I deilre you wiJl ne- 
ver f'til to fend me a pamadar account of yoar health* 
I dare hardly intjuire aboat Mrs Pope* who* I uto told, 
b bat jull among the livijig, and conftc^uejitly a conti* 
Tiiid gm( to you; fhe is fecfible ofyouTacndemefs; 
which robs her of the only happineft fhe is capable of 
cnjoyii)g* And yet I pity you more than Ker j yo« can»- 
aot length ett hLi tlavs, and 1 beg ib^ may not jlioiLeti 
yoMxs, 



LETTER LXV, 

TT h indeed iinpofllble to fpcak on fudi a lubje^las the 
JL lofa of Mr Gay, 10 me an irrepaf able otie^f. But f 
ftnd you what 1 intend for the bferipUon on his tombs 
which th<s Duke ef Queenlb^rry will fet up at Welimin- 
ft^jr. As to hh writings, he left no will^ JK>r fpoke a 
word of them, or any thing elfe, during hk, Ihort and 
precipitate illnefs^ in which I atLended him- to his latt 
bieatli. ThcDwke has a<tl:ed more th.^n the part of a 
brother 10 him ; and it wiU be ftrange if the fiikrs dl> 
not leave hi^* p:.ipurs Totally tt> his difpofal, who wilJ do 
the fiimc that I would with them* He hai managed 
the comedy (wliidi our poor friend gav* to the play- 
hijufe the week bdbre his death) to l^e ucmo0 ndviin^ 
tage for Im relations ; and prep^ffti to do the fame with 
foinn tables he IcfLiiniihed. 

THtwu is nothinq of late which! thmk of more than 
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toore tKmgs fometimes fall from tlicm, by ivhlch o 
rioos fools judge as ill of ih\.^m as poffibly they 
their o^wn comfort* And indeeJ, when n\cU n 
*nd trifling- Jevx d'^tfprti have once got abmadt 
prudence or repentance can do, fince they cannot be de- 
nied, is J 10 put them fairly ypofi ihflt foot i and cefLck 
the publicj (as we have done in the preface to the four 
Tolames of mifcellaiaki), to dillinguilh betwijct oar Ihi* 
dies and oar idleneHes, our works and our weaknciJeSi 
That was the whole end of the I alt volume of mifcella- 
jiiesj without which our former declaration in that pre* 
face, •'That thefe volumes contained all that we have 
•* ever offended in that way/* would have been difcre- 
Ldited. it went indeed to ray heart to omit what yen 

^called tiie libel on l>r D , and the bell panegyric 

©n myfelf, that either my own timesi or any other, 
could have afforded, or will ever afford to sie* The 
bookj as you obferve, was printed in great hiifte ; the 
caitfe whereof was, that the bijokfellers here ft'crc dmv^g 
the fame, in collefling your pieces, the corn with the 
chaff; I don't mean that any thing of yours h chaff, but 
with 'other wit of Ireland, which was fo, and the whole 
in your name^ I meant principally to oblige thei 
feparatc what you writ ferioaily from what you 
carelefsly ; and thought my own weeds mfght pafs 
fort of wild Rowers, when bundled up with them. 

It was I that fent you thofe books into Jr^lan<i, 
fo I did my epiflle to Lord Bathui ft, even before ti 
publiftied ; and another thing of mine, which is a p 
from Horace *, writ m two mornings. I never 
more care m my life of any rhing than of the for 
ihefe, nor lefs than of tha ktter t yet every iT\€n\ 
riforced me to print it, tho' in truth my own iinglc 
'live was about twenty lines toward the latter end> 
you wil! find oat. 

I have declined oj^nin^ to you by letters tbe 
fcheme of my pie^ni work, expeding ft ill to do i 
belter manner in perfoti. But yon will fee pretty 
that the letter to Lord Bathiirft k a part of it j an^ 
will find a pi kin conn edition between them, if yoo 
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fhcm Jji ihe order juft contrarj' to that they wtre ftiv 
biiflicil in* I tmhate thofe cunning tradefmrn, v^ho 
Ibow itieir bejl filks laH ; or (to give yoti a truer Idea, 
tho* it fovtnds too proudly ) my woria will b one re* 
^ft be lik€ the works of Namr-e, mudi eiote to be liked 
itnd underllood* when conJidcfed in the rektio^i tliejr 
bear wkh eiwrh otber, than when ignorantly looked up- 
on one by otic ; and often thofe parts which attratfl moil 
at Ml %(n, will appear to be uot the moi\^ bui the 
leal! c ' le. 

I ifA _ J and flattaercd by your expreffion of Onw 
m^. The chic: . this work can give mc is> that 

lean in it, wir ry, decency, and j alike, infcrt 

ihe name an' ..izu^ru r rf every friend 1 havctand every 
man that dtlir^.''. to Ll loved or adorned^ But I finiie 
at your applj ing that phrafc to my vifiting you lu Ire* 
hind I a place wkere I CDi|^ht have fome apprehenBon, 
horn their extraordinary paJlloii fcff poetry, and their 
bfninHefs hofpiuility, of being f^arntii i& death, an4 
turijd under the weight of grtiland^* like one I have 
read of r^' rot* where or other. My mother lives, (which 
k an anfwer lo that poini), aiid I thank Cod, lho*her 
VKCnory be in a manner goiie, is yet awake, and fen* 
fibic to mCj tho' fcarce to any thing elfe ; whkh doubles 
the reafon of my attcndanccj and at the fume time 
IWeciens 11^ ] wiQi (beyond any other wi#i) yoo could 
paf, a fummer hera ; I might (too probably) return 
with yoti» imlc& )'du prefeixed to fee France fiii!j to 
which country, 1 ;hirk, yo» would have a flrong m^ 
V i f X! ion . L" r d r c r c r Y o row h as narrow ! y e fc aped d eath ^ 
and ^et keep* tr. He n perpctnally fpcakmg 

!.♦ :h<- [V\^A .i"V -: nnnao of you* He has wnttcn 

» whkh you never received, and by that 

araged fr* i. ^ riF'n^^ more* I can weU 

bclirvc the port oSce nr when fome Iciters of 

to me have '■^'^' '" j gud two of mine td 

»m. Yet Jet }mj frotn writing to 

or to h'— - -- , as I do t* 

Inn n of their 

;hU; .-;r J : ■: niy^K.\;;, 1 wcuja ^ivc them fttt 

kavt 



"■ ''^ 
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leave to fend all I write to Curl, if moft of what I wriio 
was not too filly:. 

I defire my fincere fervices taDr Delany, who, la- 

free with you, is a man every way efteemfible. My 
lOrd Orrery is a moft virtuous and good-natured Noble« 
man, whom I fhould be happy to know.. Lord B. re- 
ceived your letter thso' my h^nds. It is not to be told 
you how much he wifhes for you. The whole ]ifto£ 
pcrfons to whom you fen t your fervices, . return yoa 
theirs, with proper fenfe of the diftinflion. ■ Youi 

lady- friend isfemper tadem\ and I have written anepidle 
to her on that qualification, in aiemale charadler ;. which 
is thought by my. chief critic, in your abfence, to be my 
chiefJ*oeu*vre, But it cannot be printed perfedUy, in as 
age fo iofc of &tire, and fo willmg to mifappfy chara? 
ders. 

As to my own health, it is -as good as ufual. . I hat's 
lain ill fcven days of a flight fever, (the complaint here)) 
but recovered by gentle fwcats, and the care of Dr Ar^ 
buthnot. The play Mr Gay left fucceeds ve»y.. welU 
It is another original in its kind. Adieu. God pre? 
ferve your life, your health, your limbs,, your.fpirus^^md 
your friendlhips ! . 



LET T£ R LXVL 



jipril 2. 1735... 

YOU" fey truly, . that dearfi is only terrible to us, » 
it feparates us- from thofe we love ; but- I really 
think thofe have the worfl of it who are left by us»^ 
we are true friends. 1 have felt more, I fancy, in the 
lofs of Mr Gay, than IlhallfufFer in the thought of^ go- 
ing away myfelf into a flate that can-feel none of^is 
fort of lofTes. I wifhed vehemently to have feen him it 
a condition of living independent, and to* have lived ia 
perfect indolence the reil of our days- together,, the twe 
mod idle,, mof^ innocent, undefig^ing poet^ of our age. 
I now as vehemently wiih you and I might walk into* 
the grave together, by as fbw iieps as you pleafe, bn^ 

contentedly ^ 



teL 66. 



»ROM Dn S W I F T- 



»SJ 



contentffffy nnd chearFally, Whether that ever can he^ 
er in v.' -ry, 1 know no j^morc, than into what 

counu) ^alk oui of the grave. But je fuffices 

me to kiK»w» it Will be exa^^ly what region or ilate our 
M^k<j' appoints^ and that whatever /j, \%righf. Our poor 
frkiid's papers are partly i!i iny band^ j and for as much as 
is foj J Will take? care to fupprefs things miwonhy of him. 
As to the epitaph^ I am forry yon gave a copy ; for ii 
will ccUiiiuly by that means come into print; and I 
wouM correal it more* unlefs you woiiid do it for me, antJ 
lliat I ihaJl like as welK Upofi the whole, I carnellly 
wi(h yt>uf coming over hither ; for this reaforij amotig 
mgny others, that your iniluctice 01 ay be joined mm 
ainef to fupprefs whatever we may judge proper of his, 
papers* To be plunged in my neighbour's and my pa- 
pers, will be your inevitable fate as foon as yoa come. 
That T am an awthor whofe charafiers are thought of 
fome weight, appears from the great noife and buille 
that the court and town make about any 1 give : and I 
Will not rentier them Jefs important, or lefe intcrcfling. 
by fpur ^.tid folly, or by betraying the caufc of 

Iruih :i . J will take care they ihall be fuch as 

no mMi can be angry at. byt the ptHons 1 would have 
angry. You are fenfible with what decency and juflice 
I paid homage to the Royal family, at the iame time 
that 1 (mmtA falfc court it fs, and fpies» iSe* about them* 
1 have not the courfige, however, to be fuch a fat in ft a:i 
fou ; bat I wmild be as much» or more, a phi!ofi>pher# 
You call your fa tires libels j I i^otiM rather call my h- 
tirc^ cpiltlcs, They will con fill more of moniljiy than 
ofwitt and grow gravcf, which yoo will call duller. 
I ihall leave it to my antagonilb 10 be witty, if tlie^ 
can. and content myfelf to be ufcful and in' the right. 
Tell me your opinjon as to Lady^*s CkT Lord'*'s per- 
formance. They arc certainly the top witi of the court : 
ai^ yi>u may judge by that fingTc picci 
doac a|*ahifl me J for it w«* iahwired, . 
COT ' E a.', to he diU 

I Qw illy cried it upJH 

l^^ihc Q\Xit,i-;*** 1 hav;^ met viiib Imibc cooijihiriils, an 4 

^V '? writtrr^-on th^s ocfifi'^n, m 

^■1:- ^L ^ ' ;r^ the !;th volume iu \V;v ^ 
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heard at a diflance of fome threats, occafioned by nf 
TeHess I fent fair meflages to acquaint them where I 
was ta be found in town, and to ofFer to call at thdr 
houfes to fati&fy them, and fo it dropped. It is ver/ 
poor in any one to rail and threaten at a diftance, and 
have nothing to fay to you when they fee you. — I am 
glad you perfifl and abide by fo good a thing a» that 
poem*, in which I am immortal for my morality. 1 nt- i 
irer took any praife fo kindly ; and yet, I think, I de^ 
ferve that praiie better than I do any other. Whet 
does your colleflion come oiK, and whal^ will it cbn£i 
•f ? I have but laft week iinifhed another of my epiffies^ 
in the order of the fyfttm ; and this week (fxerdtamS 
gratia) I have tranflated (or rather parodied) another 
of Horace's, in which I introduce you advifing me » 
bont my expences, houfekeeping> ^c. But thefe things 
fliall lie by, till yon come to carp at them, and sitae 
yhymesy and grammar, and triplets, and cacophonies of 
all kinds. Our parliamctjt will fit till Midfommer} 
which, I hope, may be a motive to bring you rather in 
fummer than fo late as autumn. You ufed to love whit 
I hate, ft hurry of politics, (sfr.. Courts I fee no^. odob» 
tiers I know not, Icings I adore not, queens I comp]i« 
ment no^; fo I am never like to be in fafhion, nor ia 
dependence. I heartily join with you in pilying out 
poor lady for her unhappinefs ; and (hould only pity hei 
more, if fhe had more of what they at court call happi- 
nefs. Come then, and perhaps we may go all togethei 
into France, at the end of the feafbn, and compare the 
liberties of both kingdoms. Adieu. Believe me, dear 
Sir, (with a thoufand warm wiihes, mixed with fhort 
fighs), ever yours. 

LETTER LXVII. 
To Mr Pope. 

Dublin^. May. i» 1 735.. 

IAnfwer your- letter the fooner,: bccaufe I have a par^ 
ticular reafon for doing fo. Some weeks ago came 
over a poem called; The l^e and charaQtr of Dr S^msrit'^ 

* Ttm. ironical libel on Dr Dclaoy, ^ 

\ 
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)ij himfdf. \ \ was reprinttd hat^ asd t> declicalc4 
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groundctl 
It; ind the detikation, after a formal ftocy. £ifSt 
fiat my manftiT of wHtit>g \% to be found in eva7 Jinc', 
I believe I have told you, that 1 writ a year or i*wo ago 
near f\vc hun^Jcti Imes upon the f^me utaxixii in Roche* 
I foucault, and was a long time about it, as th^t itopofUr 
iay^ in his dedkation, with mai^y circumflifices, aII 
pure mvcntion. I defire you to beiievej and to tell my 
friends^ th^t m this fpurioD^ piece there is not a iisgte 
Ibej Of bit ni a line, m thought, anyway refcmblisg 
the genyine copy, any more than it doe^ Virgifs ^iiei»| 
for ftiever gave a copy of mine, nor lent it out of joy 
Ught. And altho^ 1 lhewe4 it to alt common acquatn-^ 
tance inditfcrtnriyj and fjine of them (cfpedally one < 
l\vo females) bad got many Itixcs by heart here and 
and rrpcatcd them ofte-n ; yet it happens, that not oncT 
fmglc line, or thought, is coutairfed m tbis impoilure, 
altho' \\ appears, that they who counterfeited me had 
Ijcard of the true one. But eveti thi* trick flisll nat pro* 
vokeme to [Htit the true one \ wliich indeed i 

Bto be r^tn, til! I can be feen no more. 1 ^ 

c you wdJ undeceive my friends; ; and 1 wjH order 
dvcriirement to be prfnied here, and tranfmit it to. 
Jaiid, that every body may know the ddtifiwnp and 
lit me; ai* 1 am fure, you muft have done yottrfcl' 
IJ you havi* rca^i any part of it ; which is* mcitn and tri^ 
WtL and full of that cant that J moll dcfpife. I would 
^H CO be a vicar in Norfolk, rather than be charged 
^^p foch a pertbrmance*. Now I come to your letter, 
^^M^KKN 1 was of your age, t tlioughtevTry day of death, 
IRl now rvtrry minute ; and a continual giddy diforder, 
more or bis i» a greater addition thjti th^ of my years. 
I cannot affirm » that 1 pity our friend Gay. but 1 pity 
hin fr»endi^ I pity you, and would at leail equally pity 
n^fflf* tf I hvcd Hnuing0 you ; becaufe I flioiijd hav^ 
fccn him ottnrr than you did, who are a kind of hcr-» 
^^^ how great a noife foever you make by your ill-uli' 
W^* ^^ ^i^t Jcttifig the honcA v it! aim of the timri cn^ 
l^LhemfcIveft iti this worlds wlikh i% ihdr only happl^ 



1^ &etol. «. p. f 



f£6 L E T T E R S TO ani> Lct.(^| 

ncfs, and teriifying them with another. I fhouM fant 
added in my libel, that, of all men living, you are tk' 
moil happy in your enemies and your friends. And I 
will fwear you have fifty times more charity for mankind 
than I could ever pretend to. Whether the prododion 
^ou mention came from the Lady or the Lord, I did not 
imagine that they were at leall fo bad verfifiers. There- 
fore facit itidignatio werfus^ is only to be applied when 
the indignation is againft general villany, and never o- 
perates when fome fort of people write to defend them* 
felves. I love to hear them reproach you for dulneis; 
only I would be fatisfied, fince you are fo dull, why ue 
they fo angry ? Give me a fhilling, and I will infnre yoO| 
that pollen ty (hall never know you bad one fingle ell^ 
my, excepting thofe whofe memory you have preiSmred. 
I am forry for the fituation of Mr Gay*s papers. Ycm 
do not exert yourfelf as much as I could wiih in this tf" 
fair. [ had rather the two fillers were ha need, that 
fee his works fwelled by any lofs of credit to his memo- 
ry. I would be glad to fee the moil valuable printed 
by them felves ; thofe which ought not to be ieen, Doned 
immediately ; and the others that have gone abroid, 
printed feparately like opufcula^ or rather be ftifled aad 
forgotten. I tliought your epitaph was immediately m 
be ingraved; and therefore I made lefs fcruple to gin 
a copy to Lord Orrery, who earneftly defir^ it, but 
to no body elfe : and he tells me, he gave only two^ 
which he will recal. I have a (hort epigram of his npcm 
it ; wherein I would correct a line or two at mod, and 
then I will fend it you (with his permiifion). I have no- 
thing againft yours, but the laft line, flrikimg thtiriKb' 
ing i the two participles, as they are fo near, ieem tO 
found too like. I fhall write to the Duchefs, who hath 
latdy honoured mc with a very friendly letter, and I 
will tell her my opinion freely about our friend's pa* 
pers. I want health, and my afEairs are inlarged ; OKt 
I will break thro' the latter, if the other mends. I 
can ufe a courfe of medicines, lame and gi^idy. My 
chief defign, next to feeing you, is to be a fevcre critic 
on you and your neighbour ; but firft kill his father, 
that he may be able to maintain me in my own way of 
livings and particularly my horfesr It coft me near 600 K 

fir 
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i watt to keep iniiic ; and I never ride wtiliowt two, 
ints, for foir of accidentSp ///f ^jH^imut amhith/a p^n " 
\^et, Vou are both tno poor for niy acquaintance 
Ijic tnudi the poorer. With you I will find grafs, 
Tivine, ^nd fcrvants; but wkli him not, — The col* 
[Jtiyoa fpcak of is this* A printer came to me, to 
^e he might print my works (as he called tliem) in 
reo^ymrs. by ^libfcription* 5 faid I would give no 
c-» arxi fliould be forryto fee them printed here* 
IfAtd* ihty <ocId not be printed in London. I an- 
fhey could, if chc pnxtners agreed. He faid, 
9uld be glad of my pcnniflion \ but a^ lie could 
Ftb^m without itf and was advifed that he coafd 
m^ 00 harm, and having been afi'ured of Jiumerons 
* iptions» he hoped I woald not be angry « his 
'uf his own in te re ft. C?V/* Much of ihis dif- 
»0ed i and he goes on with the matteri wherein 
Bine not to intermeddle, tho' It be much tc^ 
Dirtctif J and I wi/h it could be done in England 
iian here, altho* I am grown pretty indilterent 
ihing ©f that kind. This is the trudiofthe 

Iv vanity turns at prefent on being pexfonated in 
^fT tnrrui^ fcV. You will obfcr\T in this Jettcr 
ftaxkj of An ill head and a low fpint ; but a heart 
Fturncd 10 love you with the gfeatcll eameJlnefi 
Id ifuUi. 



LETTER LXTHI. 

ive begvn two or three !c*tters to you by fnttche$« 
und been pret'entcd from finiftiing them by a thoti* 
* avfxation* ^nd diflipntkms. I mull fidl acknow^ 
J r done mc by t.ord Orrt.Ty, whofc prailes 
ointment Solomon fpeaki of, which 
gtvcii unly by men of virtue. All other piaife, 
[fro m pocti or pecrsi is contempyblc alike : And 
rmgh, and expcncnccd enonghj to know, 

r praifi » worth having, arc thofe bdlowed 

tftti^ for virtue I My poetry I abandoci w^ \ii't ctv* 
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tics, my morals I commit to the teftimony of thofe who 
know me ; and therefore. I w^ more pleafed with your 
libel, than with any verfes I ever received. I wilh fach 
a colle6Uon of your writings covild be printed here, as 
you mention going on in Ireland. I was furprifed to re- 
ceive from the printer that fpurious piece, called Tife 
life and chara^er of Dr Snvift, witn a letter, telling me» 
the perfon, '* who publiihejd it, had a/Tured him, the de- 
'* dication to me was what I wouid not take ill, or elfe 
** he wouid not have printed it." I can't tell who the 
nan is, who took fo far upon him as to anfwer for toy. 
way of thinking ; tho% had the thing been genuine, I 
ihould have been greatly difpleafed at the pobliflier*^ 
part, in doing it without your knowledge. 

1 am as earned as you can be, in doing my beft t» 
prevent the publifhing of any thing unworthy of Mr 
Gay ; but I fear his friends partiality. I wifh you would- 
come over. All the myileries of my philofophical work 
IhalL then be cleared to you, and you will not think thsi 
% am not merry enough, nor angry enough. It will not 
wan^ for fatire ; but as for aqger 1 know it not; or at 
leafl only that fort of which the » ApoiUe fpeaks, Beja 
ifttgryy and fin not, 

Mr neighbour's * writings have been metaphyficd,, 
and will next be hiflorical. It is certainly from him on* 
\y that a valuable hiilory of Europe in thefe latter times 
can be expe£led. Come, and quicken him ;. for age». 
indolence, and contempt of the world, grow upon men 
apace, and may often make the wifeft indifferent whe- 
ther pofterity be any wifer th^i ^e To ^ man in years, 
health and quiet become fuch rarities, and confe^nently 
fo valuable, that he is apt to think of nothing more than 
pf enjoying them whenever he can, for the remainder of 
life ; and this, I doubt not, has caufed fo many great 
men to die without leaving a fcrap to pofterity. 

I am fincerely troubled for the bad account you «ve 
me of your own health. I wiih every day to hear a^t- 
ter, as much as I do to enjoy my own» I faithfully af« 
furc you. 

LET. 
* Lori Boliugbiokc. 
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LETTER LXrX. 
Tf&m Dr S*irT* 

I Mull condole wJth you for the I of* of Mrs Pope, rf 
whofe deafK the papers have been full". But I 
^ouM raehf r rejoice with you, becavHc% if any circtim- 
Jhncrscan make the death of a dear parent and friend 
a fubjeft for joyi you have Ihem ^L She died m sA 
extreme old age, without pain, under the cafe of ihfe 
fnoil diitifti r r- ! I hfeve f ' v^n err heard ol^ 
which 15 a t r happeri ,.e m a milltorf. 

The worft cifta of her death t^dJi. open mt i asd ib 
ltii3^h t?Te tvsf^rfe, fcecitufe I expcfted 4j//p// rtb/wBi^ w^i'r^ 
*i ^ Id b a followed by making mc and HA 

ic : V with your prefer. cc. But i am told, to mjr 

^ .c, that a \"cfy r it offer h:ippta* 

i\. 1 t^i€ invitation f ti yoo. jlltrl-jiai^^ 

li*c fear you bad of being killed htfre with i 

driiikix]^. By which 1 findi thtit you bavt' .c 

-Crcdrt to 4 notion, of our gfctt plenty anO )'• 

Jf ;^ ft,.,, e^^jj. lYjeat and wine is cheaper [,,.., ,u ft 
i , the jxwftH countries, becaofc thefe is n6 

fiiijjir^ u* p,iy for ihcin. I believe tbere arc not in th!^ 
whole oity three j»eotleii3en oot of cmploymeni^ whb 
arc oh!c tn tertammcPi^ oDcc anionthj Thofe 

who are in L-nti of church or ftate, are three 
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.>w iiot i;i>Tve i 
a fly dmc th a v^ : 



■J^ and amount to littte more 

id may oner or twicsr invito 

' : " 'n that m*ikc3 4 



pafr. the evening; where there n 
thrr in eatini^ or drinktag. O^r 
(wiho (mth jull left ua) was imlu 
cwic^ by a judge, it biihop, or 3 
Ot 

• Ifj* r^p€ iloi JUKt ?♦ fTJii 
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revenues ; but moft frequented a few particular friends, 
and chieBy the Do^or, who is eafy in his fortune, and 
ytry hofpitable. The conveniencies of taking the air> 
winter or fummer, do far exceed thofe in London. For 
the two large ftrands juft at two ends of the town, 
are sa firm and dry in winter as in fummer. There are 
at leafl fix or eight gentlemen of fenfe, le^u-nmg, good- 
liumour, and tafte, able and defirous to pleafc you ; and 
orderly females, ibme of the better fort, to take care of 
you. The(e were the motives that I have frequently made 
u& of to entice you hither. And there would be no failure 
among the beil people here, of any honours that could 
be done you. As to myfelf. I declare, my health is fo 
uncertain that I dare not venture amongft you at p,reiettt. 
I hate the thoughts of London : where I am not rich e- 
nongh to Hve otherwife than by (hifcing, which is. now 
too kte. Neither can I have conveniencies in the coun- 
try for three borfes and two iervants, and many othen^ 
which I have here at hand. I am one of the governors 
of all the hackney-coaches, carts, and carriages round 
this town ; who dare not infult me, like your rafcally 
waggoners or coachmen, but give me the way : nor is 
there one lord or 'fquire for a hundred of yours, to turn 
jne out of the road, or run over me with their coaches 
and fix. Thus I make {(>me advantage of the public 
poverty ; and give you the reafons for what I once writ^ 
why I chufe to be a freeman among flaves, rather than 
a flave among freemen. Then! walk the flreets in 
peace witliout being jullled, nor ever without athoufand 
Dlefiingsfrom my friends the vulgar. I am Lord Mayor 
of 1 20 houfes, 1 am abfolute lord of the greateil ca- 
thedral in the kingdom, am at peace with the neigh- 
bouring princes, the Lord Mayor of the city, and the 
Archbifhop of Dublin ; only the latter, like the King 
of France, fometimes attempts incroachments on my 
dominions, as old Lewis did upon Lorrain. In tke 
midfl of this raillery, I can tell you, with ferioufnefs, 
that thefe advantages contribute to my eafe, and'there" 
fore I value them. And in one part of your letter re- 
lating to my Lord B and yourfelf, you agree with 

me entirely, about the indifference, the love of quiet* 
^c care of health, i^c, that grow upon men in years. 

And 
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' linations in my Lord anii^ 
.t frtim me, whofe bealtlr- 
' Olid ycu At yotir or hb time of Uf^ < X' 
. . . -, id over tiic moon* 



L E i: T B R LXX- 



nxiy day wilhed to write to you, to % a * 

fhoufsnd things ; and yet, X think, I flioiild not 

have writ to yow row, if I was not ikk of wmiug atiy 

jngt fjck of myieif, and {whiit ia worfe) ikk of my 

' » ^o. TTyc world is become too bafy for me ; 

dy If fo concerned for the pubUc, that all pH*' 

lij^mciits ar€ loil or- difr^lifhed. 1 write nnort 

I Aew YOU I aiiniied of this life, ihan to idl yoa anv 

elating to iu t live as I ditl» I thittk as I did, 

Pyou as i did : b«t all thefe %ie to no purpoft; ; the 

I will not live, thtok, or k>vA ^^ 1 do. I ani 

:it all my friends by tnrn^*. 

^ and who love you ; yet 

.1 affe*rtioa fidm you, and 

' pve none oi it tcyou. . There 13- % grtU giif 

etv^'cea. Ine^Lrncll, I wonid go 2 liiQuChnJ mifes by 

nd to fee vou, but the fea I dread. My ^ifnifntSr ara 

uch. tTm 1 rcilly b41iev« »ifea fickatrit{conrulermg ih€ 

of colical pain?, and the great weaknefst of 

till me r and if I did not die of ihal» 

vecitjng and tlrinking cf ysoor hof- 

id th« exceiii-c Battery of yintr moll 

I hate to be crammed^ either way. 

: --. --'' ■ -- -^ ■ ■ -■ ■^■-^ 
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LETTERS TO Am 



Let*- 



I 



ing thtm in words quite diiFcrcnC frcnn tKofe you i 
yoorTdf employed before on the iarae fubj^fl ; for fur 
ID alter your words h to prejudice ihem ; and I have bc«_ 
told, that a man himfdf can l;ardljf % the iimt thing 
twice over with equal happiacfs ; nature is fo^much 
better thing than artifice. 

I have written nothing tJiis year* Tl h no ale^atio 
10 tell )'ou, my mother's lofs has t^ned my ffanie of 
thinking. The habit of a ^hole life is a ftronger thing 
th^n aU the rcafon in the world. I know I ought fo ^ 
be e^(y^ and to be free ■ hut I ajn dejedcd^ I am coi 
fined I my whole anuifement is in reviewing my paft lifi 
not in bying plans for my future. I wiih you cared i 
Jit lie (or popular applaufe as I ; as little for any nati 
in contradiftin£lion to others, as I : and then 1 Ikncy, y€ 
that are not afraid of rbe fea, you that are a ftrtnigi 
man at iixty than ever I was at twenty, would cosi 
&nd fee fevei^ people, who are (at I ail), like the prin 
tive Ghriftians, of one foul and of one mind* The di 
is cotne, which 1 haye often wifhed, but never thougl 
to fee ; when twiry murfttl thai J tjitem, U ^f ik€ /ami 
fin fi mini iti p^/ilicj 4ind In reJighn. 

Adieu. All you love are youri ; bat all az^ baf^» 
€Jicept (dear ^k) youf ilncere friend. 



^ T rl«ve 
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LETTER LXXL 



JW.6. 1734. 
ver think of you* and can never lirrite to yc 
_£ no^Vt without drawing many of thofc ihort 

of which we have forrnerly talked. The 
both of the friends we have been deprived of by dea 
ofchofe from whom we are ieparated aim oil as cce 
Jy by abfenee, checks me to that degree, diat it 
away* m a manner, the pleaftirc (which yet i iVel 1 
fcniibly too) of tht noting I am now converfing 9tii 
Yoo have been filent to me as to your works ; w| 
thoft printed here are, or are n€?l genuijie* B«t 
I am fure, n yostrs; and yoor rafihixi ©f coi 
ytxnrfelf, ptiti ine in imnd of the Indian bird 1 hi 
efp wbo yd£s hk head in a kwi^ while alibis 
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nick out. Vmi'I) h^vx i m medial tdy by faverat 
Aopc H is hcfc publilhed) my cpilHc i« 
1, part of my o/'a/ ma^nhmj and thir bil 
Ijlay on Man.; both wbtcb, I cati chide, will be grate- 
\\ \Q yotir booklclier^ on whoiti you pbaie to bcAo^' 
ICD fo cmrly* There ii a wnowti's war d«f dared a* 
m\k mc by a ccrtiin Lord ; his weapons are die fame . 
[ffcich womeD and child r<:n ufe^ a pin to i^riiidn *tid-a 
^ ?xr» r writ a fort of Mifwcr; but wa*t 
cf the lifl^ wiih him, atvd after (bcwiag 
I people, r ' \i\ o til cr wife ir waa fucE 

'^vofliTr;, irthyofme. I w;i3 t)»rce 

iiui iviik L,Gid Pcttjrborovv ; '■ ct:! 

io y-. .3, and always fpciili^ wiih : iM 

«0cdioii of }Oti. I need not tel! yoa who t\k Jo tbc 
toe ; rou may b^ fyrc almoit all tboit wJjom I e»«r Ice, 

or deiue to fee* I wonder not that B pakJ yoo e^ 

\ Mdvibcy wbik he was in Jrcbad t he 1% too mwcli 
|luU^it to love a true wit; aiid too in neb lialf hon^fi, 
tm any entire merit I hope and think hv; hutc* 
ami 1 will da my beQ to mitke him ^ be is £» 
^»Iy inlblent in bis chrltty ID mt^ wlien he 
; one third place^ that 1 mufl afFront him to* 
That Hrr(S nciib-ality as to public pafticA* 
cb 1 hn'c couHandy obfcrved ia sdl my wriimgs, I 
gives mc the more title to ^tatk fuch meni a» 
iliocler and belye nw charade r io pr:i^ate, to thofc who 
Jtoow me not. Yet even this h a libertif 1 will ncvtt 
yciWfs at the fame time they are peib of private 
^'.Kirvo OS members of the public i fbati:* 
jey are enemies to all mcnj as wtdl afl t^ 
-Ffjy wrice to mc when you can* If enferl 
i_ef»m'* r^ voa, I will: if nor, msiy Providence be oiir 
?,iiard thjT vorld, where noG. 

, i^ble bat i* ; : .ndfeip. AdicL% 

m^y he^tb sttetMl your yeass^ imd tJien mA^ 
(rears be added to you. 

lam JufV now told, a very curious lady Imendb 

I wntc to you to pmnp you about fome poems faid lo 

r yoon. Pray tell her, diat you have net anfwcred ine 

the fame (jnellkuisj &nd that I Ihali ukt it as a 

% 
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LETTERS TO Affi> 



Let. 



tiling never to be forgiven from yoUj if- you tell i 
wiiat yoB have concealed from me. 



LETTER LXXIL 



Sip. 15. I" 

I Have ever thought you as fenfible as any mki 
knew, of ail the ddicaciea of friendthip ; ao4 [' 
1 (tM (from, what LofdB. te!k m« you faJd in yn 
lail letter) that you did uat quite uaderliand the reafot¥| 
Ijiy late fil^nce. 1 aJlure you it proceed«l wholly horn 1 
tender kindnefs 1 bear yoir* When the heanis iallp ij 
angry at ali wofds that cannot come up 10 ft ; and 
are now the man in all the vvoild I am motl troubled! 
write to, for you are the friend I have left whom 1 1 
moft grieved about. Death has not dot^e worlc to 1 
m feparating poor Gay, or any other, than difeafe 1 
abfcDce in dividing us^ I am afriid to know how 
do; iince moft acognnts J have, ghe xie pain for yJ 
and I am UDwiUii^ to tell yon the condition of my 1 
liealth. If it weregood^ J woul4 fee you | and y« 
J found you in that very condition of deafnefs» wh' 
made you fly from m while we were together, 
comfort could we derive from it? In writing oftea 
I /liouJd find great relief, could we write freely ; 
yet, when I ha^'e done fo, )^u feem, by^not anfv^ 
m a very Icjig time, to f<;el either the fame oneafuo 
m I do, or to aljftain from fome pnideniial reai 
Yet I am fure, nothing* that you and I would ~ 
each oiher» (tho* oui? whole fouls were to be f 
m the. clerks of the poft-oljlce), could hurt either! 
ib much, iu the opinkm of any honcfl man or 
fubje^'t, as the inters en ingi ofBcions impcrtT ~ 
ehofe goers between itf, wiio in England prct 
limftcies with you, and in Ireland t© = 
r me- I cannot but receive any that cali L J 

H name; and in truth they take it In vain too oR 
H I tTike ali opportunities of juHifying you aga 
H fhefc friend 5, efpccially thofc who Know all 
H think aiid wrltei and repeat your Hightcr vctrfct, 
H gciu^ally OQ fuch itsie fcraps that widuig^ fecil p 
^^ 



m»ii^ ^tAijiUi f, 
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'cb hard the world flumld judge of our houfcfc^epjftg, 
*" m what wc fling to our dogi; yet this is often the 
Dnfequcrice But they in at yau fliH v^orfe, mlj« their 
owo wkh yours, print tht^m to gtt money. aiiJ l^y thtm 
at your door. This 1 am fatisfitd was the cafe in tht 
cpiiiW to a lady. It was jttH the f^me hand (if I have 
any jiidgmcQt in ftyle) which pHntcd your life and cha~ 
radcr before, which you fo flrongly difavowc4i in yoSf 
letters to Lord Carrcrct, myfdf. and others, 1 was 
very well informed of another f'lsfl, which cc.nvinccd me 
ye: tnorc: The fame pcrfoii who gave thh to be 
printed, offered to a bookfelkr a piece in piofe as your?, 
arid as conimiffioned by you. which hai fmce appe^ired, 
and been owned to be his own, J think (I fay on ft^ 
most) that I know yoor hatwJj tho* you djd oof mine 
in the Bihy on Man. I hcg yoar pafdon for not 
t ' 3, ^ I fhoi2!4 had you been in England : hot 

J.. :m crofs your Jrifh fta* and every clerk in the 

poll-oirko had known it, f fancy, ilio* yon loll fi|^ht 



fhc 
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rci- 
1 I 
jti 



aiber 



of mc in the ^rft of thcCv r/Tb)!?, you fnw mr in 
&cond* The dcCgn of c^ ; 
had iti fdl efTra. I wa^ 
pher^ and what not j and rn . 

ccuIl! jiu^ huxr phtn to it. V^__:._: _ ^^.. ^.,_.._^;, 
' .. h 1 i k e L ucrett 5, or m u tt d efcertd lo 

1... .: i.- ,^cc, I know not. or N^'^i^-'f^f I can do 
but be the future as it wilj^ le6l all 

-tiic paft in one fan quirto this «'intt*r» ^hm iL.,a it yoa, 
where you will iiud frfquent mcnuon of yoiitfclf. 1 was 
j»Lid you faffcrcd your writings to be collefted tuore 
couiplftf ly than hitherto^ in the lolumcs I daily cxprft 
iroiR Ireland i I wiOacd it had been in more pomp, but 
that wili be done hy others : yoiiri ate b«aiitie«, that can 
ncvtrr be t(3a £ncly drcfl, for thc|> will ever be ynung^ 
1 have only one piece of mercy to beg of you ; do not 
V ivjty, but penirtt mr to wf-tr the braid 

t r, till I pull it o^, and make a jell of it 

a, juft what my J ord B. is doin;; with 
[ hope yon \till live to fre, and ftare ac 
will make, on the fame ibetf w^ith 
' hr. ^ 

Voy ice liaw 1 talk to fOu« (for thli i$ not writing}! 
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you like I (htM do To, why not tcH mc to f if it be L,. 
Ifjiil pkafure to you, [ will write onc€ ^-weck tntft] 
gludfy : but call you abftraifl the leifers from the ^tt 
who lAriifs them, fo far, as not to iWI more veyatio 
die i!^ f our ftfaratjon. ar^tl thofe i ' 

wKkI: it, ihan fatiafa^tion in iho noi'^. 

cj(prcf& ? il you can. rtally and from my hciir t J ciuinoi^, 
f firtum a^in to melancholy. Pray, however* tell ine, 
b it I ratt^f^^iort ? th«^t will make it one to ine i aecl ti 
¥n\\ think alike, as friends oaghtp and yo^ fhall h^ar Cm 
jae piin^ually jufl when you wlll« 

P. ^. Oar friefid, who has}u/l fetiirDed front ft prck 
g?e& of three mor)ths» Sind ta isiung out la Uiree dM 
with me for the Bath, where he wHl liay till tcHirafd; m 
middle of 0£lfber, left this letter with mc yederdn, 
and I cannot fe fit and difpatch it till I have fcribblied m 
remainder of this page fulL He talks very potnpdodir 
iif my met^phyfics, and places thetu in a very honoot^ 
able ilatbn. It is true* I have writ iix letters ami It 
hiiJf to hkn on fubjedts of that kitid, and I propofel 
letter and an half more, which woold f^ell the wlroleop 
to a confer able volume. But he ehmks tne fonder it 
ihe name of an author than J am. Whim he and fOO| 
and one or two othci friends* have fccn thrm, ^#5fr 
ma^fvm thtiiirum miJbf ffiit^ I fhiill not have the Itch c^ 
making them more public ^, I know how little rrgafi 
yoy pay to wrilings of this kind. But I irnaginc, tha< IF 
you can Ifke stiiy fach» it mu ft be thofe that ftrip fDrta* 
phyfica of all their bombail. keep ivithin the ^ght d 
every well-conftittited eye and i^ever bewilder themfdvOv 
whilil they pretend to guide the reafon of others, t wdt 
to you a long letter fome time a^o^ and fcnt it by tli( 
poft. Did it cowe to your hands? or did the iDfpQdoit 
of private correfpondence flop ft, to revenge tbemftiv*tt 
of the ill faid of them m it f Fah^ a mi am^. i 
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!*.£ T T E R LXXIU, 
From Dr Swift, 



^Have yours witU my Lord B. \ pollfcnpt of iiep ^ 

ilembcr 1; || was long on its w^y \ and for fom| 

II weeks after the date, I ^af very iO with my two in 

erate dlibrders, ^iddincrs and dtafneft The Utter is 

iy wtlJ oiFi but tfic other makes me totter towards 

evening^, an J mt^ich dlfpirits me But T continue to 

: aijd walk % botii of which* allho^ thty be no cyrcf* 

at Ic^l amufcmcnts* I did never imagine yos to 

F«khcr inconllant, or to want right norioiii ^f friend- 

fliip : but I apprehend your want o? health ; atvd \i hath 

" pn a freijuent wonder 10 me, how yoti have beeti 

to entertain the warld fo long, fo frequently, fa 

pily, uudtT (n mai^y tuodiiy diforders, My Lord B. 

iyou have been tEuce months rambling , whrch is the 

; you can poflthly do in a fummer feafon ; an4 

winter rroilfi \ ou, w<t will, (tit our own in* 

t you to your fpcc illations* Goii be thaiiked, 

with every thing, and of every kind, that 

Btftf writing, except now and then a letter; or, 

( a imc o;d man, fci ibbling trifles only fit for c hi!* 

or fchool boys ol ibc iqwhW cl.if« at b^fl, whidt 

be or four of us read and lativ.h ai to d^y, and b\in\ 

RorroWi. Yet, what is fingular* ! never am without 

|a great work in view, enough to take op forty yc^i . 

the molt vigorous hetiltliy man; altho' I aio con4 

fed, that I fhall never be able to <inifh thrre tteattfci 

have lain by me fever ;il vean, and want nothing 

kon#^^ion« My Lord B f;ud in hi» pofjfcript that 

would g:o to Buth in ihre- d:.ys We fmce heaM 

)r<J ' ' "" " : - and that the newv- 

ftgc U <n;ifi of this kin^- 

on iiti i-f'.ujn rrom tutn, AMurcd mc he left yoitJ 

and (b did (nvxt others whom I have forpot, 

forry at my hcAit, that you vltv * if ] 

; who cone ia my name; and 1 pr . ^. x\ 
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h without my knowledge I am confiiicnt I /hall J 
ever have occadon again to recommend; tfor my i : 
here are very ew, and hxed to the freehold, horn 
whence nothing but death will remove them* Surely I 
never donbted about joisr EiTay on Man ; and I would lay 
^ny oddtf, that I would never fuil to difcover you in f 
lilies, iinlefs you had a tnind to write below, or bcfi 
yanrfelf, on purpofe. I confefs I did never imngiae yc 
were fo deep in mornils, or that fo many new and ex- 
cellent rules could be produced fo advantagcouily juid 
agreeably in that fcience. from any one head, I OWK 
fi-ti in fome few places I was forced to re.id tmke, I 

believe I lold you before what the Duke of D 

w me 911 that occafion, how a judge here, who knq 
you, told him, that, on the firil reading thofe elfays^ 
wa5 much pkafcd, but found fome hnes a little 
on the fecond, moll of them cleared up, and his 
yicreafed ; on the il^ird he had no doubt remidne 

tijen he admired the whole. My Lord B *§ j 

of reducing metaphyfics to mtelligible fenfe and ufcfttP^ 
Befs, will be a glorious undertaking ; and as t never 
knew him fail in any thiag he attempted^ jf he had the 
iole management, fo I am confident he will fucceetl tit 
this* I defire you will allow tbat I write to you both at 
prefent ; and fo I fhall white I live. It fave^ your mo- 
ney and my imt; ; and he being your genius, no matter 
CO which it is addreiled, I am happy that wliat ^ ~ 
uritc h printed in large letters ; other wife, between! 
wcaknefs of my eyes, and the thicknefa of my hear 
I fhould lofe the greateft pleafure diat k left me, 

commy.nd my Lord B to follow that example, 

live to read his metaphyfics. Pray God blcfs you both* 
1 hnd a melancholy accoiuir from the Doctor of his bealtb. 
I will anfwer his letter as foon as I can* 1 am ever Cfi 
tircly yours. 



I 



LETTER LXXIV, 

fnvifkis^krTff^ Pec. 1 9. fyjl 
Am truly forry for any complaint you have i an 
h in regard to the weakof^fa of your cyc»i 



FnoM Br swift,* 

c (aiwelJ as print) in foJJo. You^Il ihmk, (I kiiow 
ynn v-iH, fnr ynu have all the candor of a good under- 
: thing whicb men of our age fed the 
;:liip of our equals ; and that therefore 
whatever aifcds tbofe who are Eept a few years before us, 
cannot but fenlibly affVd m who are to/ollow- It troubles 
me to hear ym complain of your memory ; and, if I am 
tn any part of my conllitudon younger than you, it will , 
he m my retnembcimg every thing that has pkafed mol 
ia you, longer than perhaps you wiiK The two fnm^ 
aiers we pifled together dwell always on my mind, likfl_ 
liion which gave tne a glimpte of a bei4er bfe anil"* 
r company* than this world othcrwife aiFordcd. I 
_ now an mdlvidual. noon whom no other depends j 
d may go where 1 will, if the wretched carc^fe I 
jced to ilid not hinder me* 1 rambled, by veryeaij] 
.ys, l)li^ year* to Lord Baihurit and Lord Petcr^ 
who^ upon every occafion, commemorate, lovi 
for you, i now pafs my days between Dav 
idua» and this places not lludious, oor idle» 
lUihing did works than hewing out new. I re- 
:r that bath been abandon e 
\}ri yoa'll jbon fee one, whicM 
I .1 i Arbythnot, 
viJttcn ; and thinking to fimfb my 
the fame evening, was prevented by company ; 
; next mf>pn^n'> t>'md myfelf m a fever, nighly 
td, and I .'d in bed for five days i and 

h&mber liii .j-.v. , but <b well recovered as to 
pc to ffQ abroad to-morrow, even by the advice of 
kArbuUiiJOt, He himfelf, poor man, is much broke, 
tiot wt>t{c tlun for thefe two laA months he has 



now tnd t! 
an.: 
■ to our 0, 
is hit I ha. 



en* He took extrt: 
I Oil we cotild once t 
[i<h yet, I would be 



fiirr, ' 



' I your letter^ I wifli to 

:u before that (eparation» 

gluU lu believe, fliall r ;. 

not far tiurfi, but hi , 

the better or the wode, 
^*uld, or Ihnuld n^it rnr^* 
it is ai it 
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my morals, as I have been long ago of ray wi 
fyftem is a (hort one, and my circle narrow. Ir 
>tion has no limits ; and that is a fphere in whi 
may move on to eternity : but where one is coni 
truth, (or, to (peak more like a human creature, 
appearances ot truth), we foon find the (hortneii 
tether. Indeed, by the help of a metaphyseal c 
ideas, one may extend the circulation, go rou 
.round for ever, without making any progreis bey( 
point to which Providence has pinned us. Bat tl 
not {atisfy me ; who would rather fay a little to i 
f ofe, than a great deal. Lord B. is voluminoDS, 
IS voluminous only to deftroy volumes. I fhall t 
I fear, to fee that work printed. He is ib taken 
(in fpite of the monitory hint given in the firfi 
-my eflay) with particular men, that be negle£b nu 
and is ftill a creature of this world, not of the ui 
this world, which is a name we give to Europe, 
gland, to Ireland, to London, to Dubh'n, to the 
to the caflle, and fo diminiftiing, till it comes to c 
affairs, and to our own perfons. When you writi 
to him or to me, (for we accept it all as one), 
him for it ; a& a divine, if you like it ; or as a fa> 
if you think that more effedual. 
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LETTER LXXV. 
From Dr Swift. 

May 12. 1735. 

rJor letter was feut me yefterday by Mr Scopibrdy 
who landed the iaine day» bat 1 have not yet feen 
him. Ai to myfilence, God k no wb his my great 
Bbfbrtone. My little domedic affairs are in great con- 
4ifion» by the vHlianv of agents, and the miferies of this 
Idogdom, where there is no money to be had. Nor 
ami nnconcerned,^ to fee all things tending towards ab- 
filite power in both nations *, (it is here in perfe£lion 
drpriy), altho* I fliall not live to fee it cflablifhed. This 
Undition of things, both public, and perfonalto myfelf, 
bdi given me fuch a. kind of defpondency, that i am al- 
IWft anqnalified for any company, diverfion, or amufe- 
;. The death of Mr Gay and the Dodor + hath 
terrible wounds near my heart. Their livin» 
have been a great comfort to me, aUho' I (hould 
have feen them ; like a fam of money in a bank, 
which 1 fhould receive at leafl annual interell, ns I 
kfinom yoa, and have done from my Lord Bolingbroke. 
Vot fliew in how much ignorance I live, it is. hardly a 
Ortnight fince I heard of the death of my Lady Mafham, 

aconAiant fi i*ad in all changes of times. God for- 
that I fhould exped you to make a voyage that 
VlMld in the lead ajBTed your health. But in the mean : 
fme how unhappy am I, that my befl friend (hould have 
perluq>s the only kind of diforder for which a f^a- voyage 
B aot in fome degree a remedy ? The old Duke of Or- 
■ondikid, he would not change his dead fon (Offory) 
br die bed living fon in Europe. Neither would I 
ritegr yoa, my abfentfriend, for the bed prefent friend 
loaadttie globe. 
I Iwve lately read a book imputed to Lord B. called, . 
P 2 J 

• The Dean i^'as frequently troubled, he tcU* us, wiih a giiidt- 
0f/i n hii head. Warh, 
t.Aictachaoc, liexiied Fe^.^i/. i7M-S* 



»7« L E T T E R S TO A«D Let. 76. 

A dijfertation ypgn parties, I think it very mafterly writ« 
ten. 

Pray God reward you for your kind prayers. I be- 
lieve your prayers will do me more good than thoTe of 
all the prelates in both kingdoms, or any prelates in Eu- 
rope, except the Bifhop of Marfeilles *. And God pre- 
ferve you for contributing more to mend the worldj^ 
than the wliole pack of (modern) paribus in a lump. 

/ am ever entirely yours. 



LETTER LXXVL 
From Dr Swipt. 

Sept. 3. I7». 

THis letter will be delivered to yon t^ FaiuKner 
the printer, who goes over on his private aflairs* 
This is an anfwer to yours of two months ago, which 
complains of that profligate fellow Curl. I heartily wiib 
you were what they call difaffe^ed, as I am. I may 
fay as David did, 1 have finned greatiy^ bttf nxjhat hmoe 
thefe Jheep done? You have given no offence to the mi- 
niftry, nor to the Lords, nor Commons, nor Queen, nor 
the next in power. For you are a man of virtue, and 
therefore muil abhor vice and all corruption, altho' your 
difcretion holds the reins. <^ You need not fear any con- 
*' fequence in the commerce that hath fo long pafied 
*« between us, altho* I never deilroyed one of youp 
*' letters. But my executors are men of honour and 
^' virtue, who have flrid orders in iny will to bum every 
** letter left behind me." Neither did our letters con- 
tain any turns of wit, or fancy, or politics, or fatire, but 
mere innocent friandfhip. Yet I am loth, that any 
letters from you, and a very few other friends, ihoula 
die before me. I believe we neither of us ever lea#^ 
our head upon our left hand, to lludy what we ihould 
write next ; yet we have held a conilant interGonrfe 

from 



* Who continueJ there with his Oocll all the time a dreadfql 
pcflilence defolatcd that city, la 1720. lie Ibid all bis plutc, <rCk 
/pr the iclicf ©f the poor. 
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from your youth and my middle age, and -from your 
middle age it muft be continued till my death, which 
my bad ilate of health makes me expe^ every month. 
] have the ambition, anditisvery earnefl as well as in 
halle, to have one epiftla infcrihed to me while 1 am 
alive, and you juft in the time when wit and wif- 
dom are in ttie heighr. I muft once more repeat Cicero's 
dcfire to a friend, Uma me, A month ago were fent me 
over by a friend of mine, the works- of John Hughes, . 
Efq ; they.are in verfe and profe. I never heard of the 
man in my life; yet I ^d your name as afabfcriber* 
too. He is too grave a poet for me; an4, I chink, a- 
mong the mediooilus in profe as well as verfo. I have 
the honour to know Dr Rundle *. He is indeed worth 
all the reft yen ever fent us ; but that is faying nothing, 
for he anfwers your charafler. I have dined thrice 
in his company. He brought over a worthy clergyman 
of this kingdom as his chaplain, which was a vtry wife 
and popular action. His only fault is, that he drinks no 
wine, and I drink nothing el(e. 

This kingdom: is now abfolutely. ftarvmg, by th(e 
means of every opprcflion that can be inflidted on man^ 

kind. Shall 1 not vifitfor thefe thingi ? faith the Lord, 

You advife me right, nor to trouble myfelf about tl>c 
world. Bat oppreilion tortures me ; and I cannot live 
without meat and drink, nor get either without money* ; 
and money is not to be had, except they will make nte 
a bifliop, or a judge, or a colonel, or a commiilioner of 
the revenues*. Adieu.. 



LETTER LXXVIL 

TO anfwer your queilion as to Mr Hughes, what 
he wanted as to genius, he made up as an honefl 
r^n : but he was of the clafs you think him. 

1 am glad you think of Dr Handle as I do. He wiH 

be an honour to the brfhops, and a difgrace to cax bi'- 

ihop ; two things you will like : but what you will like 

moie particularly, he will be a friend and bci^efadlor 

P 3 even 

• Bifiiop of Dcrry. 
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even to your unfriended, unbenefited nation. He will 
be a friend to human race, whcre-ever he goes. Pray 
tell him my bell wifhes for his health and long life. 1 
v/iSh you and be came over together, or that i wer^ witk 
you. I never faw a man to feldom whom I liked b 
much as Dr Rundle. 

Lord Peterboro^ I went to take a laft leave of, at 
his fetting fail foi Lifbon. No body can be more wafted, 
no foul can be more alive. Immediately after the ie- 
vereft operation of being cat into the bladaer,k for a fup- 
preffion of urine, he took coach, and got from Brifbl to 
Southampton. This is a man that will neither live nor 
die like any other mortal. 

Poor Lord Peterborow ! there is another dtikkg hi, 
that would have helped to draw you hither ! He or- 
dered, on his deathbed, his watch to be given me, (tkil 
which had accompanied him in all his travels), widi tliii 
xeafon, ^^ That 1 might have fomething to put me evo} 
**^ day in mind of him.*' It was a prefent to him firoa 
the King of Sicily, whole arm« and infignia are gnvcd 
on the inner cafe» On the outer I have pat this infcrip- 
tion» Victor Amadeusy Rex Suilia^ Dux Sabaadi^e^ &(• 
iSc Carolo Mordaunt^ Comiti de Peterhoroiv,. />. D. Cm% 
Mor, Com. de Pet. Alexandro Pope moriens hgamit^ 1 715. 

Pr.ay write to me a little oftener r and if there be a 
diing left in the world that plcaies you, tell it one wbo 
will partake of it. I hear with approbation and pkft' 
fiire, that your present care is to relieve the moft ndp- 
lefsof this world, thofe objeds * which moil want our 
compaf&on, tho^ generally made the fcom of their fd- 
low-creatures, fuch as are lefs innocent than they«. Yoa 
always think generouily ; and of all charities, this is 
the moft difrnterefled, and lead vainglorious, done to 
fuch as never will thank you, or can praife yon fbr it. 

God blefs you with eafe, if .not with pleafure ; with 
a tolerable flate of health, if not with its full enjoyme^i; 
with a reiigned temper of mind, if not a very chearnil 
one. It is upon thefe terms Hive myfclf, tho' younger 
than you ; and 1 repine not at my lot, could but the 
prefencc of a few that I love be added to thcfe. Adiea. 

LET- 

• liiots. 
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5 LETTER LXXVUL 

J From Dr Swbft. 

r Oi3. 21. 1735. 

IAnftvered year letter relating to Curl, &c. I believe 
my letters have efcaped being publifhed, becaufe I 
- writ nothing bnt nature and friendlliip, and partico^ 
hr incidents which could make no figure in writing, I 
have obferved, that not only Voiture, but likewife TuHy 
and Pliny, writ their letters for the public view, more 
than for the iake of their correfpondents ; and 1 anv 
glad of it, on account of the entertainment they ha^e 
fi^iven me- Balfac did the fame thing ; but with more 
SifFnefs, and confequently le6 diverting. Now 1 muft 
tell yon, that yon. are to look upon me as one going very 
fail out of the world ; bat my fiefh and bones are to be 
carried to Holyhead^ for I will not lie in a country of 
ilaves. It pleafeth me to find that you begin to diflike 
things, in fpite of your philofophy. Your mufe cannot 
forbear her hints to that purpofe. I cannot travel to fee 
yott ; otherwiie 1 folemnly proteft I would do it. I have 
an intention to paG this wmter in the country, with a 
friend forty miles off, and to ride only ten miles a- day ; 
yet is my health fo nnceruin, that I fear it will not be 
in my power. I often ride a dozen miles, but I come 
to my own bed at nizhL My befl way would be to 
marry ; for in that caie any bed would be better tharv 
my own. 1 found you a very young man, and 1 left 
you a middle-aged one ; yon knew me a middle-aged 
man, and now 1 am an old one. Where is my Lord — ? 
A^lethioks J am inquiring after a tulip of lail year.' 
•* You need not apprehend any Curls meddling with 
«i your letters to me, I will not dcftroy them, bat have 
" ordered my executors to do that office. " I have a 
thoufand things more to fay ; Unga*uUM eji ^arrula ; but 
I murt remember I have other letters 10 write* if I have 
time, which I fpcnd to tell you fo. I am ever, deareil 
Sir» 

Youri^ &c. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 
from. Dr Swift. 

Feif.g. 1735-5. 

I Cannot properly call you my beft friend, becaafe I have 
not another left who deferves the name ^ fuch a ha- 
vock have time, death,, exile,, and obliirion made. Per- 
haps you. would have fewer complaints of my ill health 
and lownefs of fpirits, if they were not fome excufe fbi 
my delay of writing even to you. It is perfefUy right 
what you fay of the indifference in common fiiendsi 
whether we are fick or well, happy or miferable. The 
very maid-fervants in a family have the fame nodon : 
I have heard them often fay, Oh I am very iick, if an^ 
body cared for it ! I am vexed when my vifitors come 
with the compliment ufual here, Mr DeaiH I hope yoa 
are very well. My popularity that you mention, is 
wholly confined to the common people, who are more 
conflant than thofe we mifcall their betters. I walk dio 
ftreets, and fb do my lower friends ; fronx whom, and 
from whom alone, I have a thoufand hata and blefling» 
upon old fcores, which thofe we call the gentry have 
forgot. But I have not the love, or hardly the civility, 
of any one man in power or fhition ; and I can boaji^ 
that 1 neither vifit nor am acquainted with any Lord 
temporal or fpiritual in the whole kingdom ; nor aa 
able to do the- lead good office to the mod dcferving man, 
except what 1 can difpofe of in my own cathedml upoa 
a vacancy. What hath funk my fpirits more than even 
years and ficknefs, is reflecting on the moft. execrable 
corruptions that run thro* every branch of public, ma- 
nagement. 

I heartily thank you for thofe lines tranilated SinguU 
de nobis anni, ^c. You have put them in a ftrong ana 
admirable light : but, however, I am fo parUal, as to be 
more delighted with ihofe which are to do me the 
greatcd honour I ihall ever receive from pofienty, and 
will outweigh the malignity of ten thoufand enemies. 
I never faw them before ; by which it is plain that the 

leuer 



-«^«l;^fc^- 




^77- 

* letter you fent me miicariied. — -1 do not doubt that 

p\L have choice of new accjuamtance^ and fome of thenv 
may be deferving : for youth is the feafan of virtue ; 
corrupliona grow with years, and I believe the oldeft 
rogttc in England is the greattfl. You have years e- 
iongh before you to watch whether ihcie new acquain- 
tioce will keep their virtue, when 'they leave you, and 
10 into the world; how long will their fpirit of indepen- 
cency laft againll the temptations of future miniflcrs and 

future kings. As to the new Lord Lieutenant *, I 

uvn knew any of the family ^ fo that I fhall not be 
able ta get any job dose by him for any dedbrving 
(iouL 



LETTER LXXX. 
From Dr Swift. 

fei, 7. 1735-6. 

IT is fome tfme iince I dined at the Bifhop of Deiry's^ 
where Mr Secretary Gary told me with great con- 
cern, that you were taken very ilt. I have heard no- 
thing fince ; only I have continued in great pain of mind: 
yctL for my own fake and the world's, more than for 
Yoars ; becaufe I well know how little you value life 
DOth as a philofopher and a chriflian, particularly the 
latter, wherein hardly one in a million of us heretics caa 
equal you. If you are well recovered, you ought to bc^ 
reproached for not putting me efpecrally out of pain, 
who could not bear the lofs of you ; altho' we mud be 
for ever diftant as much as if 1 were in the grave, for 
which my years and continual indifpofition are preparing 
rae every feafon. I have ftaid too long from preffing 
yoa to give me fome eafe by an account of your health ^ 
fray do not ufe me fb ill any more. 1 look upon you 
as an eftate from which I receive my befl annualrents, 
altho^ I am never to fee iti Mr Tickel was at the 
fame meeting under the fame real concern ^ and (b 

were 

• The Duke of Dcvonfhirc. 
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were a hundred others of this town who had never 
feen yoa. 

I read to the Biftiop of Deny the paragraph in your 
letter which concerned him, and his Lordlhip expreiTed 
his thankfuhiefs in a manner that became him. He is 
efteemed here as a perfon of learning, and converfation, 
and, humanity ; but he is beloved by all people. 

I have no body now left but you» Pray» be fo kind 
to outlive me ; and then die as foon as yoa pleafe, bat 
without pain ; and let us meet in a better place, if my 
religion will permit, but rather my virtue, altho' modi 
vnequal to yours.. Fray, let my Lord Bathurft knos 
bow much I love him ; I flill infifl on his rememboing 
me, altho' he is too much in the world to honour an 
abfent friend with his letters. My ftate of health i> 
not to boafl of; my giddinefs is more or lefs tea conflant^ 
I fleep ill, and have a poor appetite. I can as eafily 
write a poem in the Chinefe language as my own : I 
am as fit for matrimony as invention ; and yet I have 
daily Schemes for innumerable efTaysin. profe, and pro- 
ceed fometimes to no lefs than half a dozen lines, whidt 
the next morning become wafVe paper. What vexes 
me moil is, that my female friends, who could bear am 
very well a dozen years ago, have now forfaken me t 
altho' 1 am not fo old in proportion to them, as I for- 
merly was : which I can prove by arithmetic ; for then 
I was double their age, which now I am not* Pray, 
put me out of fear as foon as you can, about that uglf 
report of your illnefs ; and let me know who Uiift 
Chefelden is, that hath fo lately fprung up in your fa- 
vour. Give me alfo fome account of your neighbour * 
who writ to me from Bath. 1 hear he refblves to be 
firenuous for taking off the ted ; which grieves me ex- 
tremely, from all the unprejudiced reafbns I ever was. 
able to form, and againfl the maxims of all wife Chti* 
(lian governments f , which always had (bme eftabliihe^ 
religion, leaving at bed a toleration to others. 

- FaRBWELp 

• Lord Bolingbroke. 

f The author of the Dijjirtatm on parties appears to be of the 
fime opiQion, If^arb* 
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F^it6«rEL» my dcare ft friend ! ever, aud tipon cverf 
mccomit tiut cm create Iriendlhlp and eAeGiiu 



^B LETTER LXXXi. 

'Pwer I u rrte mane eptiyes in v^rC^, one of ihcnt 

fljaJl be addfclFed to you* I have long C4>EJcerteJ it, 
I and begun ii; but J would make wbar be^\f^ your 
ine as finilljed a^ my lall work ought to be, that is ta 
L more ftni ihed than aay of the reft. The fuhjecl h 
jtCt md will div^iJe into four epiillesi which naturally 
iow the cday on man, •vitu i , Of ihc extent tnd limits 
Kvum&rt reafon and fdetice. 2. A view of the tiiefdl 
p therefore ittimtbkf and of the utitifefal ai^d there* 
K^nattiiin^leEfts. 3. Of the r^attire, ends, appltca- 
k, and life of different capadties* 4* Of the life of 
ir^/W^, of the fdcnee of the w&rU^ and of liP* It wili 
kdude With a f^tire againU the mifap plication of alt 
ife, c; ' " ' ' ire*, chajra^ers, and exam plei> 

fet; I : cat, and *afl fum quaiit tram / 

V und.i, ad, fuch as h is* is extended rm- 

ft th;)" J fee thiMgs more in die whole, 

D more dearly deduced ffom» and 

Lir . Bui what I gaiu on the ftde of 

Hfe?hy» 1 lofe on tlie fide of poetry : tlie flowery are 
H^Vhen the fruits begin to ripen ^ and the frui^ 
Ihips will never ripen ptrlVflly* Thi^dimate (under 
^hpvcn tif a couTt) is but cold and tincen:im 1 the 
^Vf' he winte:-r comes on* \ find myfelf but 

IHij^ - .^ .^ bttiM a tiew htmfe 1 I h;ivc nothing IcH 
I to gather up the relics of a wreck, and look about 
\ 10 fr- '*^-" 'nv Jriends I have left. Pray, whofc c- 
fctn 1 1 i^ti thould 1 defire now to piocure by my 

WLiTigh T wuiiw hienJflijp or convcifiition to obtain by 
pn ? f am a man ofdcfperaie fortunes* that n a man 
■^ft^rie^ds are dead : for I never aimed at any other 
^^Kthan in friends. Ah f^ton as I h:it\ (ent my laJl 
^^^^■fived ^ moil kind one from you, expreiTing 
^^^Hbit my kt€ A\ud^ at Mr Chcfdden't. 1 con* 
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rludc you was eafed ©f that friendly appfehenfioii t^ 
few days after you had difpatchcd yoor^^ for nimc 
have reached you then* I wondered a little at yo^" 
<|uaEr€, who Chefelden was f h ihews *that the trocj? 
ramC does not travel fo far any way as on the mngs d 
poetry; he Is the in oil noted, and moll deferving mno, 
tn the whole proFeflion of chinirgery | and has ikved the 
lives of ihoufands* by hts manner of cirtting for ibe 
Jione 1 am now well, or what I m«ft call fck 

X have lately feen fonie writings of Lord B*i. fin 
lie went to France. Nothing can deprefs his gcni 
whatever befals him, he will Hill be the greaicft 
in the world, either in his own time, or with potle 

Every man you knowr ox cajre for here, inquireil 
youj and pays you the only devoir he tan, that of c* ' 
ing your health, I wiih yon had any motive to 
tins kingdom, I could keep you ; for 1 am rich, thi 
J have more than 1 want- I can afford room for yC 
■felf and two fervants* I have indeed room cnought co- 
thing but my felf at home ; the kind and hearty hoi^fc* 
wife is dead I the agreeable and inllruftive neighbourj 
gone! y e t m y h o uie i I enl atged , an d the g ard en s exi ~ 
^nd flourilTi, as knowing nothing of the guefts they 1 
loH. I have more fi^uit-trees and kitchen-garden 
you have any thought of ; nty I have good melom i 
pine -apples of my own growth. I am as much a 
gardener, as I am a worfe poet, than when you I 
►me : but gardening is near akin to philofophy i ^ 
Tully fa)'s» Agrkuitura pr^xima fitpkntitf* For Gj 
fake, why fhould npt yon* (that are a ftep higher \ 
a phibfopher, a divine, yet have too much grace I 
:Wit than to be a bi(hop)j e'en give all you have to tlic' 
of Ireland, 



•poo I 



(fOJ 



you 



alr^idy < 



thing elfe), foquit the place, and live and die with 
And let Taki mm*^ tmc^rdit be our motto and our { 
taph. 
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LETTER LXXXIL 
From Dr Swift. 

Duhlh, April 22, 1 736, 

MY common illnefs is of that kind which utterly dif- 
qualifies me for all converfation ; I mean my 
deafnefs: and indeed it is that only which difcou- 
rageth me from all thoughts of coming to England ; be- 
caufe I am never fure that it may not return in a week. 
If it were a good honeft gout, I could catch an inter- 
val, to take a voyage, and in a warm lodging get an 
eafy chair, and be able to hear and roar among my 
friends. " As to what you fay of your letters, fince 
*• you have many years of life more than 1, my refolu- 
*• tion is to dircft my executors to fend you all your 
** letters, well fealed and packeted, along withJome 
'* legacies mentioned in my will, and leave them en- 
•* tirely to your difpofal. Thofe things are all tied up, 
" indorfed, and locked in a cabinet, and I have not one 
** fervant who can properly be faid to write or read. 
** No mortal (hall copy them, but you (hall furely have 
•* them when I am no more.** I have a little repined 
at my being hitherto flipped by you in your epiftles, 
not from any other ambition than the title of a friend ; 
and in that fenfe I expedi you ftiall perform your pro- 
jnife, if your health, and leifure, and inclination will per- 
mit. I deny your lofmg on the fide of poetry ; I could 
reafon againft you a little from experience : you are, 
and will be fome years to come, at the age when inven- 
tion dill keeps its ground, and judgment is at full ma- 
turity ; but your (ubje6ls are much more difficult when 
confined to verfe. I am amazed to fee yon exhauil the 
V|iiole fcience of morality in fo mafterly a manner. Sir 
w . Temple faid, that the lofs of friends was a tax up* 
on long life.^ It need not be very long, fince you haw* 
had fo great a (hare, but I have not alxnre one left : ai 
in this country I have only a few general ooinpuiions 
ood nature and middling anderftandin;et«' Hbwflio 

know Chefelden? On yoor fide ' 

Vol. IV. q; 
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up and die, before we here (at lead I) know any thing 
of the matter. I nvn a little comforted with what you 
fay of Lord B.'s genius llill keeping up, and preparing 
to appear by effects worthy of the author, and uiefulio 

the world Common reports have made me very U3- 

eafy about your neighbour Mr P. It is affirmed, tha: 
he hath been very near death. I love hiih for being a 
patriot in mod corrupted times, and highly efteem to 
excellent undcrftanding. Nothing but the perverfc ni- 
ture of my diforders, as I have above defcribed them, 
and which are abfolute difqualifications for converfe, 
could hinder me from waiting on you at Twickenh^un, 
and nurfing you to Paris. In fhort, my ailments amount 
to a prohibition ; altho' I am, as you de(cribe yoia> 
felf, what / r/iufi call iJceUy yet I have not fpirits left to 
ride out, which (excepting walking) was my only di- 
verfion. And I muft expcft to decline every montli» 
like one who lives upon his principal fum, which muft 
leflen every day ; and indeed I am like wife literally il- 
moll in the fame cafe, while every body owes me, and 
no body pays me. Inftcad of a young race of patriots 
on your fide, which gives me fome glimpfe of joy, here 
we have the diredl contrary, a race of young dunces and 
Atheifts, or old villains and monfters, whereof four fiifti 
are more wicked and flupid than Chartres. Your want! 
are fo few, that you need not be rich to fupply them; 
and my wants are fo many, that a king's feven milliou 
of guineas would not fupport me. 



I 



LETTER LXXXIIf, 

jfug. 17. 1736. 
find, tho' T have lefs experience than you, the troA 
of what you told me fome time ago, that increkfe 
of years makes men more talkative, but left writa- 
tive ; to that degree, that I now write no letters bat « 
plain bufinefs, or plain how d'ye's to thofe few I am 
forced to corrcfpond with, either out of neceffity, or 
love. And I grow laconic even beyond lacbnidfin ; 
for fometimes I return only Yes, or No, to queftionary 
or petitionary epiflles of half a yard long* Yon and 

Lord 
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Lord Bolingbroke are the only men to whom I wrire, 
and always in folio. You are indeed almoft the cr.ly 
men I know, who either can write in this age, cr whcie 
writings will reach the next: others arc mere mortal':. 
Whatever failings fuch men may have, a re fp eft is cue 
to them, as luminaries whofe exaltation renders their 
motion a little irregular, or rather caufes it to feem 
fo to ethers. I am afraid to cenfure any thing I hear 
of Dean Swfft, becauie I hear it only from mortals 
blind and dull : and yon fhould be cautious of cenfur- 
ing any adlion or motion of Lord B. bccaufe you hear 
it only from fhallow, envious, or malicious reporters. 
What you writ to me about him, I find to my great 
fcandal repeated in one of yours to . What- 
ever you might hint to me, was this for the profane ? 
The thing, if true, fhould be concealed ; but it is, 1 af^ 
fure you, abfolutcly untrue in every circumflance. He 
has fixed in a very agreeable retirement near Fontain- 
bleau^ and makes it hii whole bufinefs 'vacate iitcn:. 
But tell me the truth, were you not angry at his omit- 
ting to write to you fo long ? i may, for I heV from 
him feldomer than fiom you, that is, twice or thrice a 
year at moft. Can you poflibly thinlc he can negleft 
you or difregard you ? If you catch yourfjlf at thinki.ig 
iuch nonfenfe, your parts are decayed : for, believe iri-, 
great geniufcs muft and do cdecm one another, and I 
quellion if any others can eflcem or comprehend uncom- 
mon merit. Others oilly guefs at that merit, or r?.e 
glimmerings of their minds. A {genius has the intuitive 
faculty : therefore, imagine what you will, you can- 
not he To fure of any man's efteem as of his. If J t^in 
think that neither he nor you defpife mc, ic is a prcat-^r 
honour to me by far, and will be thou):;ht fo by p'.i^-.. 
rity. than if all the houfe of Lords writ conimfn'i;i»'.ry 
verfes upon me, the Commons ordered mc to print i ,y 
i^rks, the univerfities rave me public th;ink«; ari-.i *^'; 
King, Queen, and Prince crowned me wi»h lai.rH. 
Vou are a v^y ignorant man, you don t kri'^)W the fi- 
gure his name and yours will mnkc hcreaftpr : f do, ari'l 
will pre ftTvc all t/ic memoriaK I «n« thar f w;*** *»( 
your intimacy ; huy/i^ fed frf,ximuSt infimjaih^ t \r.\ 
not quarrel v/ith the prefent age ; it ha* dune MOuvu 
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for me, in making and keeping you two my fricndi 
Do not you be too angry at it» and let not him be toi 
angry at it ; it has done and can do neither of yoa any 
manner of harm, as long as it has not, and cannot 
burn your works : while thofe fubfift, you will both ap- 
pear the greateil men of the time, in fpite of princes and 
miniflers ; and the wifed, in fpite of all the little enoo 
you may picafe to commit. 

Adieu. May better health attend yon, than, I fctt^ 
you polTefs ; may but as good health attend you always 
as mine is at prefent; tolerable, when an eafy mindii 
joined with it. 

LETTER LXXXIV. 
From Dr Swift. 

Dec^ 2. 1716. 

I Think yon owe me a letter ; bat whether you do oi 
not, I have not been in a condition to write. 
Years and infirmities have quite broke me ; I men 
that odious continual diforder in my head. I neithei 
read nor write, nor remember, nor converie. All I hivc 
left is to walk and ride : the firfl I can do tolerably j 
but the latter, for want of good weather at this feafixb 
is feldom in my power; and having not an ounce of 
£efh about me, my fkin comes off in ten miles ridings 
becaufe my (kin and bone cannot agree together. Bat 
I am angry, becaufe you will not fuppofe me as fick as 
I am, and write to me out of perfeft charity, altho* 1 
ihould not be able to anfwer. I have too many vexa^ 
tions, by my ilation and the impertinence of people, tt 
be able to bear the mortification of not hearing mm a 
very few diilant friends that are left ; and, confidering 
how time and fortune have ordered matters, I have hai^ 
]y one friend left but yourfelf. What Horace fiiySi 
Singula de nolis anni pradantur^ I feel eviry month It 
fartheil ; and by this computation, if I hold out two yetni 
I fliall think it a miracle. My comfort is> joa b^pni 

to diftinguifti fo confounded early, that your ' 

a/ice with dilUnguUhcd men of all kinds was 



^^. 



indent ns mine ; mean Wycherley, Rowe, Prior, Con- 
ptre, Addiibn, Pamell, fcfr. and in fpite of your 
Eein, yon have owned me a cotemporar>' ; not to 
■entkm Lords Oxford, Bolingbroke, Harcoart, Peter- 
boRW. In fhort, I was the other day recollecting 
twenty feven great minifters, or men of wit and learn- 
ing, who are all dead, and all of my acquaintance^ 
withia twenty years paft ; neither have I the grace to 
heiorry, that the prefent times are drawn to the dregs 

as well as my own life. May my friends be happy ia 

Ais and a better life ; bat I vajue not what becomes of 
pofterity» when 1 confider from what monilers they are 

to fpring^ My Lord Orrery writes to you to-mor- 

fow, and you fee I fend this under his cover, or at Icail 

franked by him. He has 3000 1. a year about Cork, 

tnd the neighbourhood, and has more than three years 

lent unpaid : this is our condition in thefe blefTed times*. 

1 J writ to your neighbour about a month ago, and fub- 

Kiibed my name ; I fear he hath not received my let* 

- Mr, and wifh you would afk him : but perhaps he is flill 

t-iambling ; for we hear of him at Newmarket, and 

Alt Boerhaave hath reflored his health.-^— .How m)r 

; favioes are leflened of late with the number of my 

iieiids on your fide I yet my Lord Bathuril, and Lord 

MaSiam, and Mr Lewis remain ; and being your ac- 

fMJntance, I defire when you fee them, to deliver my 

cOBpliments ; but chiefly to Mrs P. 6. and let me know 

lAether (he be as young and agreeable as when I favv 

kf laft. Have you got a ftipply of new friends to 

Make up for thofe who are gone ? and are they equal 

todiefiril ? I am afraid it is with friends as with times; 

adtluu thc/oitdator temporis adi fi puero^ is equally ap- 

fliaible to both. I am lefs grieved for living here, be-^ 

Cttfe it is a perfedl. retirement, and confequently fitted 

&r thofe who are grown good for nothing ; for. thij 

ICl|[n and kingdom are as much out of me world a^ 

North Wales. My head is fo ill that I cannot write 

• pmr full ai^I ufed to do ; and yet I will not forgive a 

Uaw of half aa inch from you^ 1 had reafcn to ex- 

Mft fiom (brae of your letters, that we were to hope 
w igore epiflles of morality 1 and, I afTure you, my ac- 
fMnUlDGe xeient that they have not (een.' my name at 
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the head of one. The fabjciEls of fuch epiftles are more 
iifeful to the public, by your manner of handling them, 
than any of all your writings ; dhd altho' in fo profli- 
gate a world as ours, they may poflSbly not much mend 
our manners, yet pofterity will enjoy the benefit, when- 
ever a court happens to have, the leaft relifti for virtue 
and religion. 

LETTER LXXXV. 

To Dr Swift. 

Dec. 30. 1736. 

Y^^r very kind letter has made me more melancho- 
•■' ly, than almoft any thing in this world now can 
do. For I can bear every thing in it, bad as it is, bet- 
ter than the complaints of my friends. Tho' others tcU 
xne you are in pretty good health, and in good fpirits» 
I find the contrary when you open your mind to me. 
And indeed it is but a prudent part, to feem not fo 
concerned about others, nor fo crazy ourfelves, as we 
really are : for we (hall neither be beloved nor edeemed 
ths more, by our common acquaintance, for any afflic- 
tion or any infirmity. But to our true friend we may, 
we muft complain, of what (it is a thoufand to one) 
lie complains with us ; for if we have known him long, 
he is old ; and if he has known the world long, he is 
out of humour at it. If you have but as much more health 
than others at your age, as you have more wit and good 
temper, you Ihall not have much of my pity : but ii yoo 
ever live to have lefs, you fhall not have lefs of my af- 
fection. A whole people will rejoice at every year that 
ihall be added to you, of which you have had a late in- 
ftance in the public rejoicings on your birthday. I 
can affure you, fomething better and greater than high 
birth and quality mull go toward acquiring thofe denf>n- 
ilrations of public efteem and love. 1 have fecn a royal 
birthday uncelebrated, but by one vile*, ode, and one 
hired bonfire. Whatever years /may take away from 
you, they will not take away the general efteem for 
yourfenfe, virtue, and charity 

The moil melancholy efiedt of years is that you men- 
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tion, the catalogue of thofe we loved and have loft,- per- 
petually increafing. How much that refledllon ftruck 
me, you will fee from the motto 1 have prefixed to my 
book of letters, which fo much againft my inclination 
has been drawn from me. It is from Catullus : 

^0 dejidirio i-e teres revocamus amores. 
At que Wtm amijjai femus amic'ttias ! 

I detain this letter till I can find fome fafe conveyance ? 
innocent as it is, and as all letters of mine muft be, of 
any thing to offend my fuperiors, except the reverence I 
beer to true merit and virtue. ** But 1 have much rcafon 
•* to fear, thofe which you have too partially kept in your 
" hands, will get out in fome very difagreeable fiiape, ia 
*• cafe of our mortality : and the more rcafon to fear it, 
*« fince this laft month Curl has obtained from Ireland 
•* two letters, (one of Lord Bolingbroke and one of 
•• mine to you, which we wrote in the year 1723), and 
•* he has printed them, to the beft of my memory, 
** rightly, except one paiTage concerning Dawlcy, which 
•* muft have been fincc inferted, fince my Lord had not 
" that place at that time. Your anfwer to that letter he 
«' has not got ; it has never been out of my cuftody ; for 
*< whatever is lent is loft, (wit as well as money), to thefe 
«* needy poetical rjaders/' 

The world will certainly be the better for his change 
of life. He fecms in the whole turn of his letters, to be 
a fettled and principled philofopher, tliaiiklng Fortune 
for the tranquillity he has been led into b> her avcrfion, 
like a man driicn by a violent wind, from the fea into a 
calm harbour. You afk me» if I have got any fup ply 
of new friends to make up for thofe that are gene ? I 
tliliik that impolljblc; for not oar fricodi only, but 
fu much of ourlclves is gone, by the and 

.^ourfe of years, that, wtt- **"• lame "C- 

A>red to ub, we could not to 

enjoy the^ But as wbei -' « 

river takes away oar floum '<*<]> 

and fcdgcs in thdrrdooi: 'Z^ 
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us fomething, as it deprives us of a great deal ; and in- 
ftead of leaving us what we cultivated, and expected to 
flourifh and adorn us. gives us -only what is of fome lids 
nfe, by accident. Thus, I have acquired, without my 
feeking, a few chance-acquaintance, of young men, who 
look rather to the pail age than the prefent, and there- 
fore the future may have fome hopes of them. If I love 
them, it is becaufe they honour fome of thofe whom I 
and the world have loft, or are lofing. Two or three of 
them have diilinguifhed themfelves in parliament ; and 
you will own, in a very uncommon manner, when I tell 
you, it is by their afferting of independency, and con- 
tempt of corruption. One or two are linked to me, by 
their love of the- fame ftudies, and the fame authors. 
But 1 will own to you, my moral capacity has got fo 
much the better of my poetical, that I have few acquain- 
tance on the latter fcore, and none without a cafting 
weight on the former. But I find my heart hardened, 
and blunt to new impreilions ; it will icarce receive 
or retain afftdlions of yefterday ; and thofe friends who 
have been dead thefe twenty years, are nK>re prefent to 
l^e now than thofe I fee daily. You, dear Sir, are one 
of the former ibrt to me in all refpeds, bat that we can 
yet correfpond together. I don't know whether it h 
not more vexatious to know we are both in one world, 
without any further intercourfe. Adieu, I can (ay no 
more, I feel fo much. Let me drop into common 

things. Lord .Vlafliam has juft married his fbir. 

Mr. Lewis has juft buried his wife. Lord Oxford wept 
over your letter in pure kindnefs. Mrs B. iighs moic 
for you than for the lofs of youth. She fays (he will be 
agreeable many years hence, for (he has learned that 
fccret from fome receipts of your writingv— Adieu.. 



LETTER LXXXVh | 

March 23 -v? 7 3 6-7^ 

THOUGH you were never to write to me, yet what 
you drfireJ in your laft,. that J would write-often 
to you, would be a very iiSily tafk 5 for every day I talk 

witl^ 






with )'oa, and of yoy, in my heart i and I need only i 
dov^n what that is tbinktog of. The n^ajrer I find my- 
fclf vcTgiiig to thnt period of life which is to be labour 




and forrow, the more I prop myfdf tipon thofe few fup* 
jp are left me* People in this flate are like 

I -id ; they cannot ftand alqne* but two or more 

of tUcm Ciin Itand, leaning and bearing opon one 
another* 1 willi you anJ I might pafs this part of life 
together. My only nece/lkry care is at an end* I am 
now my own miHer too much ; my houfe is too large i 
jmrgtrdeaa furnifh too nmch wood and provifion for my 
aie. My fcrvants are fenfible and tender of me* They 
hzve intermarfied, and are become rather low friends 
than ferv^asEs ; and to all thofc tliat I fee here with p!ea- 
f&itt they tike a pkafare in being ufefuU I conclude 
this is your cafe too in your domeffic life ; and I fome* 
times think of your old hotifekeeper as my nurfe i tho* 
I tremble at the fea which only divides us. As your 
fears are not fo great as mine, and, 1 firmly hope, your 
Ilrength 11 ill much greater, is it utterly impofTible, it 
might once more be fomt plealure to you to fee England? 
My fole motive in propofmg France to meet in, was the 
narrow nefs of the paiTage by fea from hence ; the phy- 
fidarts having told me, the weaknefs of my hreall, ^>* 
ii foch, as a fea ficknefs might Indanger my life, Tho* 
one or two of our friends are gone, iince you faw your 
native country % there remain a few more who will lall 
fo nil death j and who, I cannot but hope, have an at- 
tfSii^ve power, to draw you back to a country which 
cannot quite be funk or enflaved, while fuch fpirits re* 
main. And let me tell you^ there are a few more of the 
fame fpirit, who would awaken all your old ide35» and 
revive your hopes of her future recovery and virtue* 
Thcfe look up to you with reverence, and would be ani- 
mated by the light of him at whofe foul they have taken 
ftct in his writingSj and derived from thence as much 
tD%*c of their fpecies as is conMent with a coDcempt f0| 
thti knfLTea^ it* 



• TJic Dean wa« hqrti It* hclmd. This T mention, b^caufc the 
CfUioiCc m2y be uuderltoc^d m a iloubic fmk* Dul^, tdiu 



h 
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I coold never be weary, except at the eyes, of wri- 
ting to you ; but my real reafon (and a ftrong one it is) 
for doing it fo feldom, is fear ; fear of a very great and 
experienced evil, that of my letters being kept by the 
partiality of friends, and paffing into the hands and 
malice of enemies ; who publifh'them with all their im- 
perfedions on their head ; fo that I write not on the 
common terms of honeft men. 

' Would to God you would come over with 'Lord Or- 
rery, whofe care of you in the voyage I could fo cer* 
tainly depend on ; and bring with you your old houfe- 
keeper, and two or three fervants. I have room for all» 
a heart for all, and (think what you will) a fortiine fbt 
all. We could, were we together, contrive to maki 
our lafl days eafy, and leave fome fort of monument 
what friends two wits could be, in fpite of all the fool* 
in the world. * Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXVIL 

From Dr Sw.iFT. 

- '■ ' Duh/ift, May 31, 1737^ 

IT is time, I owe you fome letters ; but it has pleafed 
God, that I have not been in a condition to pay yoiu 

.When vou (hall be at my age, perhaps you may \\t 
ttnder the fame difability to your prefent or future friends 
But my age is not my difability ; for I can walk fix or 
ieven miles, and ride a dozen. But I am deaf for tw^ 
months together. This deafnefs unqualifies me for aU 
company, except a few friends with counter-tenor voices, 
whom 1 can call names, if they do not fpeak loud enough 
for my ears. It is this evil that hath hindered me from 
venturing to the Bath, and to Twickenham : for deaf- 
nefs being not a frequent diforder, hath no allowance 
given it ; and the fcurvy figure a man affefted that wify 
makes in company, is utterly infnpportable. 

It was I began with the petition to you^^>f Orwtf jw#i 
and now you come like an unfair merchant, to charge 
me with being in your debt ; which, by your way of 
reckoning, I mull always be : for yours are always gui- 

Deasy 
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ucii, and mine farthings ; and yet I have a pretence to 
qaarrel with you^ becaufe I am^not at the head of any 
OMof your cpiftks. 1 am often wondering, how you 
come to exc^l all mortals on the fubjed: of morality, 
trm in the poetical way, and Hiould have wondered 
mmt if nature and education had not made you a pro- 
feifor of it from your infancy* " All the letters I can 
" find of yours, 1 have failenod in a folio cover, and the 
'* reft in bundles indorfed ; but, by reading their dates, 
*' I find a chafm of fix years, of which I can find no 
" copies ; and yet I keep them with all poffible care. 
■ But I have been forced, on three or four occafions, to 
"fend all my papers to fomc friends ; yet thofe papers 
" were all fent feakd in bundles to feme faithful friends; 
1*bowcver, what I have are not much above fixty." 
■ Ifcand nothing in any one of them to be left out. None 
of them have any thing to do With party, of which you 
trt the clearell of all men by your religion, and the 
. wtolc tenor of your life ; while I am raging every mo- 
ment againfl the corruption of both kingdoms, efpe- 
tially of tliis ; fuch ia m y weaknefs. 

I have read your epiille of Horace to Auguftus. It was 
fent me in the Englilh edit ion j as foon as it could come. 
Tlicy are printing it in a fmaU odavo. The curious are 
lookbg out, fome for Iktteryi fome for ironies in it. The 
feirr folks fhink they have found out fome ; but your ad- 
wiiers here, I mean every man of taJle, affedl to be cer- 
tiua, that the profeffion of friendfbip to me in the fame 
poem will not fuffer you to be thought a flatterer. My 
kppjnef^ ht that you are too far engaged ; and in fpite 
of you, the ages to come will celebrate jne, and know 
yuQ were a friend who loved and efleemed me, ahho' I 
(iied the objed of court and party hatred. 

Prav, who ia that Mr Glover who writ the epic 
poem called Lfmidijs^ which is reprinting here, and hath 
It vogue P We have frequently good poems of late 
b London* I have juH read one upon converfation, 
and two or three others. But the croud do not incum- 
ber yoa, whif nice the orator or preacher* ftand aloft, 
ipid are feen above the reit, more than the whole 
Vflfanbly below. 
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1 ajn able to write no more; and (his is my third 
deavour, which is too weak to fmiih the paper, i| 
my deareil &icftd, yoiirs entirely, as long a> I can i 
or ipeak, or think. 

J, S w I H 

LETTER LXXXVIIL 

Fnm Dr Sw^iPT, 

Duhiin^ July 23. !7| 

I Sent a letter to \^u Tome weeks ago, which niy 
Orrery inclofed in one of his ^ to which 1 recavii 
as yet no anfwer ; but it will be lime enough 
his Loidlhip goes over, whkh will be^ as he hope 
aboat ten days; and then he will take with him 
♦• the letters I preferved of yours, which are not above 
•' twent>^-five. I find there is a great chafm of {am 
** years, but the dates are more early than roy two Jail 
** journeys to England ; which makes me ima-gine, tJial 
** in one of thofe journeys I carried over another car| 
But I cannot truft my memory half an hour j andT 
diforders of deafnefs and giddinefs increafe dailyJ 
that J am declining as fafl a5 it is eafdy polEble fori 
if I were a dozen years older. 

We have had your volume of letters, which, 1 
toldi are to be printed here. Some of thofe who hi 
el!eem you,- and a few who know you perfonallyJ 
grieved to find you make no dillindfon bctweeiT 
Englijh gentry of this kingdom, and the favaga 
Jrifh, {who are only the vulgar, and fome gentle 
who live in the Irifti parts of the kingdom) - but ib* 
Engli(h. colonies, who are three pans in four, arc modi 
more civilised than many counties in England, mi 
fpeak belter Englifh, and are much better bred* hsA 
they think it very hard^ that an Ammcan, who iiJ)( 
tlie fifth generation from England, fhoutd be allovftd 
to preferve that title, only becaufe we hav^.be<;n lold b) 
fome of them* that their names are entt^ed in foiOi 
pariih in London* I have three or four 
who were bom in Fortugalg whofe parent* 
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fame care, and they are all of them Londoners. Dr 
Delany, who, as I take it, is of an Irifh family, came to 
vilit me three days ago, on purpofe to complain of thofb 
pafl'ages in your letters. He will not allow fuch a dif- 
ference between the tu'O climates; but will aflert that 
North Wales, Northumberland, Yorkfhire, and the o- 
ther northern ftiires, have a more cloudy ungenial air 
than any part of Ireland. In fhort, I am afraid your 
friends and admirers here will force you to make a pa« 
Jinody. 

As for the other parts of }*our vohime of letters, my 
opinion is, that there might be collecled from them the 
beft f)llem that ever was wrote for the conduft of hu- 
man life, at leaft to fhame all reafonable men out of 
their follies and vices. It is fome recommendation of 
this kingdom, and of the tafle of the people, that you 
are at leafl as highly celebrated here as you are at home. 
If you will blame us for flavcry, corruption, atheifm, 
and fuch trifles, do it freely ; but include England,, only 

with an addition of every other vice. I wifli you 

would give orders againft the ccrruption of Eng!i(h by 
thofe fcribblers, who fend us over their trafh in profc 
and vcrfe, with abominable cortailings and quaint 
modeinifms. — I am now daily expecting an end of life. 
1 have loft all fpirit, and every fcrap of health. I forr.c- 
times recover a little of my hea/i:jg, but my hc2td is 
ever out of order. Wh-le J have any ability to hr/Jd a 
commerce with you, I will never be filcnt; ar.'i thi* 
chancing to be a day that I can hold a pen, I v,j!l dra;j 
It as long as I am able. Pray let my Ixjrd 0:r*^y (ik 
you often : next to yourfcif, I love no rran h vv!! j i:A 
tell him what I fay, if he vifit^ you. I hav^ r.o// '*'/?*:; 
for it is evening, and my head growi worrfe. ?/»/ ^t^si 
always proteft you, and prcfcrvc yoa Joiig, for apttern 
of piety and virtue. 

^■^AREWEL, my dcarcft and almod only cofiftant frieiMf. 
I am ever, at leaft in my cfteem, honovr, and afieftiM 
to you, wh^ hope yoa cxpea me CO be. 

Vol. IV. R LET- 
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LETTER LXXXIX, 

From Dr SwiFT. 

Dubihy Aug. 8. 1738. 
A/y dear friend,, 

I Have yours of July 2!j.; and firft, I defire you will 
]ook upon me as a man worn with years, and fonk 
by public as well as perfonal vexations. 1 have entirely 
loll my memory, incapable of converfation by a cruel 
deafnefs, which has lalled almod a year, and I defpair 
of any cure. I fay not this to increafe your compaffion, 
(of which you have already too great a part), but as an 
exdufe for my not being regular in my letters to yoU| 
and fome few other friends. 1 have an ill name in the 
poft-office of both kingdoms ; which makes the letters 
addrefTed to me not feldom mifcarry, or be opened and 
read, and then fcaled in a bungling manner, before they 
come to my hands. Qur friend Mrs B. is very often in 
my thoughts, and high in my efteem, 1 defire you will 
be the mefienger of my humble thanks and fervice to 
her. That fuperior univerfal genius you defcribe, whofe 
hand-writing 1 know towards the end of your letter, 
hath made me both proud and happy ; but by what he 
writes, 1 fear he will be too foon gone to his for eft a- 
broad. He began in the Queen's time to be my patron, 
and then defcended to be my friend. 

It is a great favour of heaven, that your health growB 
better by the addition of years. I have abfolutely done 
with poetry for feveral years paft, and even at my bcft 
times J could produce nothing but trifles. I therefore 
Kqe6t your compliments on that fcore^ and it is no 
'Compliment in me ; for I take your fccond dialogue 
that you lately fent me, to equal almofl any thing ypa 
ever writ ; altho' 1 live fo much out of the world, thX I 
am ignorant of the fa£ls and perfons, whjfh, I prefume, 
are very well known- from Temple-bar to'St James's ; 
(I mean the court exclufive.) 

*' I can faithfully aflure you, that every letter you 
" have favoured me with, thefe twenty years and more, 

"arc 
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•• arcfealed up in bundles, and delivered to Mrs W , 

«• a very worthy, rational, and judicious coufin of mine, 
•* and the only relation whofe vifits f can fufFer. All 
•* tliefe letters iLe is dire«Eted to fend fafely to you, upon 
•■ my deceafe." 

My Lord Orrery is gone with his Lady to a part of 
her eftate in ,ihc north. She is a perfon of very gcrd 
undtrJlanding, as any I know of her fex. Give me leave 
to write here a iLoit anfwer to my Lord B,'s letter, in 
the lail page of yours. 

My dear LnrAy 
I am infinitely obliged to your Lord/liip for the ho- 
nour of your letter, and kind remembrance of me. E 
do here confefs, that I have more obligations 10 \ r>ur 
LordQiip, than to all the world belides. You ne\er ce- 
ceived me, even when you were a great miniftcr of 
ilate : and yet I love you Aill more, for your cor. Je- 
icending to write to me, when you had the borour ro 
be an exile. I can hardly hope to live till yon p.L. :L 
year hitlory, and am vain enough 10 v.i-r. that m;. r;rr.£ 
coiild be fqucezed in amore the iV^ \u\/n.\%:iui^ r^uirum 
pars farma fui. Jf not, I will be :•. •-'s-'-J, ari <",'.- 
trive fome way to be known to f .:•-•:.»;. \.,'ci \ ':.ii •'.'• 
honour to have yuur Lorc.l^p {%r r.-.; rt.: yjix'^u .. *. : 
I will live and die, \^iih the ;.!k'.'---ii .cf.t.v..Of. a:.i \:\* 
titude, )Our moftobcJienr, c. 

P. 5. I will here, in apo.tfcrit* c.-'-'- ' '.• '.• ^.^ ' 

Hble) the blunders 1 ha/e niii* ir. x.k': ,-. •-:. .' :' •: . ; 
my cuufin the above letter ; aid ;'..• ;^ .':-.-•; r-'. • i i 

great colleflion of ^^^^ Jerrrr: w '''"' ar-s %.• .> 

•nd fealed, and in fome \tvj fafe \jkut |- 

R 2 I 

% • Tr is writtm Juft rj.-.- t. ?V^ 'g^.fi^xX. Tfeftodc thtr •♦ 
row piinted. fccmt tn Ik pa" '.f ?h- ft.\.r4Xv^ hefe^okm of; a» 
it r.iiitaln* r.^i '*fily the S-iux- t^ Mr ^*pe, bof of Dr Fu'tIH. 
b-.ih t'l !.hi«nd Mr C;%y, «h:ch wpft femrne^ Imb irr.- ^ 
C; i>'' .i« ai'n : tho* %r.y mcr.!v^ mjcle by Mr f&^ -^-*-- • 

or rxil.ancrc of Irctrrt. hj« hc'tn imiufhioBi^ 
publK«!ion, and onfy appctrf hy tam€ tff « 

t Sec Lord Orrery's letter, is te Ml 
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r am, my mod dear and honoured friend, entirely 
yours, 

J« S WIPT 

It is now Jug, 24. 
1738. 

t The Earl of Oriiery to Mr Pope. 

SIR, 

AM more and more convinced, that your letters are neitbff 

lofl nor burnt ; but who the Dean means by 9,fafe battdln If^ 
land, is beyond my power ofgueding; tho* I am particularly l^ 
quainted with mofl, if not all, of his friends. As I knew yoi 
bad the recovery of thofe letters at heart, I took more than cr- 
dioary pains to find out where they were ; but my inquiries voe 
Co no purpofc; and, I fear, whoever has them, is too tenacioasof 

them to difcover where they lie. " Mrs W did a fibre mi; 

*' (he had not one of them ; and feemed to be under ereat muifr 
** ne£, that you ihouU imagine they were left with her. Sk 
** likewife told me (he had Hopped the Dean's letter U'hJch gm 
'* you that infoimation ; but believed he would wTite (iicb a- 
** other ; and therefore deGrcd me to aflure yoa from her, thit 
«• fhe was totally ignorant where they were.*' 

Tou msy make what n{e yon pleafe, either to the Dean, orny 
other perlun, of what 1 have told you. I am ready to tefl^iti 
Und I think it ought to be known. *' That the Dean (ays Aq 
•• are delivered into a fafe hand, and Mrs. W — • declares (he hi 
" them not. The conlcquence of their being hereafter publilk- 
" cd, may aivc uneafinefs to fome of your friends,, and of coorle 
** to you : lo I would do all in my power to make you cntirdj 
*' ealy in that point.** 

This is the tril time I have put pen to paper fincc my laK 
misfortune; and I (hould fay^ as an exai(e for this letter, thit 
it has coil me fome pain, did it not allow me an opportunity (o 
allure you, that 1 am, ■ i 

Dear Sir, | 

frith tbc trueft ejfeem^ 
2'our very ftiUhful and obedient firvatt, 
Marfton, Oa. 4. 1738. Ox & irT. 

LET- 

• TNs Icidy firtce ^^.ive Mr Pope the Jiroageft affitranecs, that %t 
hiiJ yfcd Icr v.tmojl er.dcavcurs to puve/.t the puhlicatjoH ; nay, vent 
fo'fiir as to ftcrcte tu lick, till it was c^jtnmnitded jrOtu her, and de- 
livered to the Dill lit: prit.t^r. Whereupon herfGa-in-lim; D. Svfft, 
Kf^\ iiif'.jicd upon writi.i-j ,' preface^ ^^ j"J^Jy ^^^ Pope from hmia^ 
any knowledge of it, an J t/ hy it up(,n the corrupt praftices rf the 
pt inters in London-, but thi\ he -vo:dd not agree to^ as 90t kBfwm^. 
i/jt!irutboftb€fa^. To^, 
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LET TE R Xa* 
Dr SwiTTjc kt tiBch William Swjft f; 

S[ Rf Maori P/ir^t AW% 29. 1692.- 

MY fiftcr told me, you was pleafed, (when Ihe wsls^ 
here), to wonder, I did fo feldom write to you*. 
I lAen To kind J to impute It neither to ill. 

main refpedl. I always 

tbottght that fufficaent from one, who has always been 
bat too troublefomc to you, Befides, I know your a- 
Tcrfion to impertinenc€, and God knows fo very private - 
a life as mine can furniih a letter with little elfe : for I 
ofwn am two or three months without feeing any body 
befides the family ; and'' now my filter is gone, I am 
iikelyto be more folitary than before- I- am flill to* 
lliank you for your care in my iejlimomum ; and it was 
to very good purpofe, for I never was more fatisfied 
than in the behaviour of the univerfity of Oxford to me.* 
I had all the civilities 1 could wifh for, and fo many 
favours, that I am afhamed to have 
been more obliged in a few weeks to Grangers, than • 
ever Iwas infeven years to Dublin college. I. am not 
to take orders till the King gives me a prebendary % : 
tod Sir William Temple, tho' he promifes me the cer- 
tabty of it, . yet is Icfs forward than 1 could vvifli |(^ 
becaufe, I fuppofe, he believes I ihall leave him ** ; 
! R 3- and 

; * This and ■ the three following letters arc taken from Mi^ 
f Deinc Swift's Efay on the life, ivritings^ &c. of Dr Swift. 
'. t This letter is torn and impcrfeft in feveral places. — Thiscpi- 
j Aulary fifagnrcnt is Co tiir curious, as it gives, us a fpccimcn of 
' Hi^s manner of writing and tWnking, at that early period of 

A life . Orrery .■ 
I- It may* be oblcrvcd fFom thispafJa^e, that he does not 

Aeak of goir^nto the church as a point of news to his uncloi 

I Here are the grounds cf a quarrel which happened betweeft 
huo and Sir Villiam Temple in the year 1694. Suift. 

** Which at lail was the caule of a gqoddcai of anger iu Sif 
^ilBim Temple. Swift, 
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SLiid upon fome accounts he thinks me a little neceflan 
to him •. If I were 

entertainment, or doing yoa any (atisfa^ 
by my letters, I fhould be very glad to perforin it thu 
way, as 1 :im bound to do it by all others. I am fori] 
my fortune (hould fling me fo far from the beft of my 
relations, but hope that I (hall have the happinefs to kt 
vou fome time or other. Pray my humble fervkeio 
iny good aanc» and the left of myrelatJoiu» ifjM 
pleafe. 



LETTER XCI. 
Dr Swift to his coufin Peans Swift at 'Lifiom\. 

LeiciJIer^ Junt 3. 1694. 

I Received yoar kind letter to-day from your iiAer; 
and am very glad to find you will fpare time fioa 
bufinefs, fo far as to write a long letter to one you havt 
none at all with but friendfhip ; which, as the worH 
pafTes, is perhaps one of the idlefi things in it. Tisa 
pleafure to me to fee you (ally oat of your road, and 
take notice of curiofities, of which I am v^ry glad v 
have part ; and defire you to fet by fome idle minnca 
for a commerce which fhall ever be dear to me ; aod 
from fo good an obfbrvcr as you may eafily be. cannot 
fail of being ufefuL I amforry to fcefo much fupcrSi- 
tion in a country fo given to trade. I half ufed to think 
thofe two to be incompatible. Not that I utterly diflike 
your proceflions for rain or fair weather ; which as 
trifling as they are, yet have good efFodls to quiet com- 
mon heads, and infufe a gaping devotion among the 
rabble. But your burning the old woman, unlefs (he 

were 
• 

* Bccaufe at that time he was employed in the revifid of ^ 
"William Temple's woiks. S-w'^ft. K^ 

f If this letter be confiJertd as an epiO!e from a yoitng mie 
B little above fix and twenty years old, to an intimjite friend an^ 
relation, who was at that time but joft tut ned of twenty J 
hope it will not appear in a very nicau or contcBiptibk l^g^ 
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were a Doe£;na, I fhall never be reconciled to ; tho' it 
11 eafily obferved, that nations which have moft gallantry 
to the yoane, are ever the fevereil upon the old I 
kre not leimre to de^nt further upon )-oar pleafmg 
letter, n«r any thing to return you from fo barren a 
fceoe 88 this, which I ihall leave in four days towards 
ay journey for Ireland. I had defigned a letter to my 
coiofin WiUoughby ; and the laft favour he has done me 
nqairea a great deal of acknowledgment : but the 
mights of my fending fo many before, has made me 
believe it better to truJft you with delivering my belt 
Aaoks to him ; and that you will endeavour to perfuade 
Urn how extreme fenfible of his goodnefs and gcntrofity 
I am. 1 wifh and ihall pray, he may be as happy as he 
defcrves, and he cannot be more. My mother defires 
ker bcft love to him and to you, with both our ferviccs 
to my couiin his wife. 

I forgot to tell you I left Sir William Temple a 
aonth ago, jufl as I foretold it to you ; and every thing 
li^pened thereupon exa£lly as I guciTed. He was ex- 
treme angry I left him ; and yet would not oblige him- 
fclf any further than upon my good behaviour, nor 
would promise any thing firmly to me at all : fo that 
every body judged I did bed to leave him. I defign to 
be ordained September next, and make what endeavours 
lean for fomeihing in the church. I wifh it may ever 
Be in my coufms way or yours to have intereft to bring 
Ae in chaplain of the fadtory. 

If any thing offers from Dublin that may fcrve either 
to fatisfy or divert you, I will not fail of contributing, 
and giving you conftant intelligence from thence of 
whatever you fhall defire. I amy &c. 

LETTER XCII. 

Dr Swift to the Earl c/* Oxford*. 
• . ■ -^ 

My Lord, Ju!' i. 1714. 

¥T 7Hej^ was with you, I have frJ:l more than once, 
•VV that I would never allow quality or ftation 

made 

* Tliu letter was written from Bcrkfliire, after the Doctor 
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made any real difFerence between men. Being now ab* 
fent and forgotten, I have changed my mind. Yo«r 
have a thoufand people who can pretend they love you; 
with as much appearance of iincerity as I ; fo that, ac- 
cording to common juilice, I can have but a thoufandth- 
part in return of what I give. And this difference is^ 
wholly owing to your flation. And the misfortune is 
fVill the greater, becaufe I always loved you juft fo much- 
the worfe for your ftation. For in your public capacity 
you have often angered me to the heart, but as a private' 
man never once.. So that if I only look- towards myfelf, 
1 could wi(h you a private man to morrow. For 1 have 
nothing to aik, at Icaft nothing that you will give, which 
is the fame thing*. And then you would fee whether I 
ihould not with much. more willingnefs attend you in a 
retirement, whenever you pleafed to. give me leave, 
than ever I did at London or Windfor. From thefe 
fentiments I will never w/ite to you, if I can help it, 
otherv\i.e than as to a private perfon, nor allow myfcUF 
to have been obliged by you in any other capacity. 

The memory of one great inftance of your cando^ 
and juilice I will carry to my grave; that having been ia 
Or manner domeftic with you for almoft four years, it 
was never in the power of any public or concealed ene- 
my to make you think ill of me, tho' malice and envy- 
were often employed to that end. If I live, pofterity 
fhall know that and more ; which tho' you and (bme 
body that fhall be namelcfs, feem to value lefs than I. 
could wifh» is all the return I can make you. Will 
you give me leave to fay how I would de'fire to iland int 
your memory ? As one who was truly fenlible of the 
honour you did him, tho' he was too proud to be vain 
upon it : as one who was neither affuming, officious, 
nor teafmg ; who i:ever wiifiiliy mifreprcfented perfons 
or fails to you, nor confulted his pailions when he gave 
a character : and hiilly, as one whole indifcretions pro- 
ceeded aUogether from a weak head, and not an ill heari 

I 

hiJ wholly quitted the mUiIftry, upon finding it invp olCble to tc-- 
concllc the miiunderftiuidin^s between the jLurd Trealiircr ani 
tlic Secretary. Svijt, * 
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I will add one thing more, which is the higheft com- 
pliment I can make, that I never was afraid of offend- 
ing you, nor am now in any pain for the manner I wiite 
to you in. I have faid enough, and like one at ycur 
levee, having made my bow, I fhrink back into the croud. 
I am, my Lord, ^c, 

LETTER XCHL 
Dr Swift io tbi Earl of Oxford. 

D/fy Lord, Dui/in, June 1 4. 1737. 

I Had the honour of a letter from your Lordihip, dated 
April 7. which I was not prepared to anfwer until 
this time. Your Lordihip mud needs have known,, 
that the hillory you mention of the four lafl years of the 
Queen's reign, was written at Windfor, jufl upon finifh- 
ing the peace*; at which time your father and my 
Lord Bolingbroke had a mifunderflanding with each o- 
ther, that was attended with very bad confequences. 
When I came to Ireland to take this deanery, (after the 
peace was made), I could not llay here above a fort- 
night, being recalled by an hundred letters to hail en 
back, and to ufe my endeavours in reconciling thofe 
minifters. I left them the hillory you mention, which 
1 had fini/hed at Windfor, to the time of the pe£':c. 
When I returned to England, I fcund their quarrel b ar.d 
coldnefs increafei ; I laboured to reconcile tLem a; 
much as I was able ; 1 contrived to bring them vi jr./ 
Lord Mafham's at St James's ; my Lord and LiOy .'*7;-- 
fham left us together; I expoflulated with thirrri vy;. ; 
but could not find any good con(cqtier.cc^. I >.:.-. •// ^'^ 
to Windfor next day with my Lord Treafi.":,' ; i ^^z't- 
tended bufineG that presented mt ; and iu 1 ^.M *."^:/r 

% 

• The IW>or means only the firft dranghc o# ^7 
^f " V^ ^V^"' '^^'* '^^ ^^ Mccn't death, )m ^ 

d^rfl of fiis^ime in improvinf am coffitdiv ** " 'W^ 

and liking; anJ parficufarly w MA f" '" '-Vx 
to Pope, dated Jan. lo rfSff, [irfi 
caploycd ffymic urt of Ut "' 
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to Windfor next day, wluch was S^mrday, e?tp 
they would come to fome • -f ^ ,>A j. But 
lowed tiirm to Wiinifori ij^re mjWferd Bdint 
loJd me, that my fchCTj|jSM?conie to nothmg, 1 i 
went on at the fame irSS?^^ They grew more eftrang 
tvery day. My Lord Trcafurer fottnd hi* erred k dm 
declining. In May, before the Queen dkd, I had i 
lafl meeting with them at my Lord Mallmm's* He Id 
us together, arid therefore J fpoke very freely to tha 
both I and told them I would retire* for I foand alt t 
gone. Lord Bolingbrolce whifpered mc, J was m ( 
right. Your father iatd, all would do well J. l\ 
him, that 1 would go m Oxford on Monday, fine 
found it impoflible lo be of any ufe. I took co*chJ 
Oxford on Monday ; went to a friend in Bef kibirt 
there ftaid till the Queen's deaths and then to my ^atS 
here ; whcie I ilaid twelve years, and never faw ijiy f 
your father afterwards* They codd not agree ab 
prmtmg the hiflory of th^ four laft years ; Mid thtxtfo^ 
I have kept k to this time, when I determine to piib^ 
it in London, to the confafion of all thofe ^ ~ ' 
liave ace u fed the Queen and that mmRry of making a 
bad peace; to which that partjr entirely owes the Pij 
teHaat fucceiHon* I was then in the gtcatell trutl j 
conHdence with your father the Lord Treafarert as ' 
as with my Lord Bolingbroke> and all others who 
part In the adminUlration. I had all the lecten from I 
Secretary's ofTice during the treaty of pe^ice. Out of 
thofe* and what I leariied from the miniitry, I ^mned 
that hiftoiy which I am now going to publish, for the ifi» 
formation of pofterity, and to control the moft im pa- 
dent falfehoods which have been publitbed iince, 
wanted no kiad of materials. I knew your f^t% 
better than you could at that time % and i do tmpaird 
ly think }dm the moft virtuous minifter, and the i 

take, that ever I remember to have read of. If yd 
LordJl 
who 



I 



^f Here J J nn hlatUf of shout haJF a Vmt. The 
nation ^m cailly 6U it up, fo as to m*ke iht: . 
Kwrfh 

f Thlf w«s a very cotnmon expreffion of my Lord Tfl 
who WfH^ tht ia^ ipt tM d^'i|K3ni L^f ^ay mltuikr ta tltf i 
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Lordfhip hath any particular drcumilancei that mjj 
fortify what I have faid in the hiftory. foch as letters or 
other memorials, I am content they ihoold be princed ac 
the end, by way of appendix. I loved my Lord your 
father better than any other man in the worlds altho' I 
had no obligation to him on the (core of preferment ; 
having been driven to this wretched kingdom, to which 
I was almoft a llranger, by his want of power to keep 
me in what I ought to call my own country ; tho' I 
happened to be dropped here, and was a year o]d before 
I left it, and, to my forrow, did not die before I came 
back to it again. I am extremely glad of the felicity 
you have in your alliances, and defire to prefent my 
moll humble refpeds to my Lady Oxford, and your 
daughter the Duchefs. As to the hiftory, it is only of 
affairs which I know very well, and had all the advan- 
tages pofllble to know, when you were in fome fort but a 
lad. One great defign of it is, to do juftice to the mi- 
nillry of that time, and to refute all the objedlions againft 
them, as if they had a deiign of bringing in Popery and 
the Pretender ; and further to demonflrate, that the 
prefent fettlement of the crown was chiefly owing to my 
Lord your father. 1 can never cxpedt to fee England ; 
I am now too old and fickly, added to a] mod a perpetual 
deafnefh and giddinefs. I live a mod domeftic life ; I 
want nothing that is neceffary ; but 1 am in a curfed, 
factious, opprefled, mifcrable country, not made fo by 
nature, but by the flaviih, helliQi principles of an exe- 
crable, prevailing faction in it. Farewel, my Lord ; f 
have tired you and myfelf. I defire again to prefent 
my moll humble refpects to my Lady Oxford, and the 
Duchefs your daughter. Pray God prefer ve you lonv 
and happy. I (hall diligently inquire into your con- 
duft, from thofe who will tell me. You have hither ro 
continued right : let me hear thatyou perfevcre (o. Yo-.f 
talk will not be long ; for I am not in a condi v>n '/f 
Malth or time to trouble this wr#rld, and I ktn }.fnr,\f 
tired of it already ; and fo (hould lie in \',u^\ytu*\. wr./ ri 
iJhear is i^ as corrupt as thi. j^Kir ir.fi^iv'l '/,r>r. ff 
I«m, witn the trued love and n\\>nijtf my \/>r\ ->* 

L y. V ■ 
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I a late parliamentary rnqoiry, that I have as 
\\ U5 much in the fojids, and at great 
:. Sir Robert S- nn. 
lliitor of Homer find fault witFi ffifsunhe* 
t; or, what I more fear, if the dni| icr of 
Jhmaa of wa^nt of ipiril ; J liknce 
: otit of your owti Horace : l^tJ 
f f/ifrtiriis if fa f For 1 take the 
.^^ u<J« that a ctjic in any part would 

Tours ^ iiZ^ 



E T T E R XCV. 
Swi?T i& ihi Earl p/ FiTEnaoEiow. 



r heard of any perfon fo volatile, and 

IT Lordlhip* Yoa, while your mjagi* 

ff^iag you thro* every corner of the woi Id^ 

\tt or have not been, csn at the fatne time 

^td do officer of favour and Idndnefs to the 

year friends ; and^ in a!! the fcenes jou have 

tivc 00 1 been able lo attain that one c|UA}ity 

ijreat man» of forgetting every thing but 

p\h 1 am a iiving witnefs againli yon. For 

^: infigmficant of all your old humHe fcr* 

were fo cruel as never to give me lirjie to 

bur* but prevented tne in doing whatever yoii 

I ddt/ed, or could be ibr my credit or advan*- 



often Admired at the capricioyfneft of Fortune 
Vto your Lordlhip. She hath forced courts to 
mod coiifiant maxims ; to 
1 had courage and cOil* 
. ou had wildom^ and 
liurope ; and an atlmkai, 
yonr fltifl in majicimc affairs. Whereas* 
he ofual method of court- proceedings, I 
est at the head of xlit army, and yoia of 
S tfa^ 
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LETTER XCrV. 
The Earl ^ Petbrborow to Mr Pope, 

1732. 

JAM under the greateft impatience to fee Dr Swift m 
Bevis Mount, and mud fignify my mind to hiii> by 

another hand ; it not being permitted me to holt 
correfpondcnce with the faid Dean, for no letter of mine 
can come to his hands. 

And whereas it is apparent, in this Proteftant land, 
mod efpecially under the care of divine providence, that 
nothing can fucceed, or come to a happy iflue, but by 
bribery ; therefore let me know what he expe6ls to com- 
ply with my defires, and it fhall be remitted unto him. 

For tho' I would not corrupt any man for the whole 
world, yet a benevolence may be given without any of- 
fence to confcience. Every one mull confefs, that gra- 
tification and corruption are two diftinA terms ; nay, at 
word, many good men hdd, that, for a good end, ibme 
very naughty meafures may be made ufe of. 

But, Sir, I muft give you fome good news inrelatioB 
to myfelf, becaufe 1 know yoH wifh me well. I am co- 
red of fbme difeafes in my old age, which tormented me 
very much in my youth. 

I was poHefTed with violent and uneafy pai&ons, fach 
as a peevifh concern for truth *, and a faucy love for 
my country. 

When a ChrKlian prieft preached agaiiift thefpiritof 
the gofpel, when an Englilh jiidge determined againft 
Magna Charta, when the miniller a^Eled againft commoa 
fenfe, I ufed to fret. 

Now, Sir, let what will happen, I keep myfelf in 
temper. As I have no flattering hopes, fo X banifh all 
ufelefs fears. But as to the things of this world, I filid 
myfelf in a condition beyond expectation vjt being evi- 

.* .. 
- * This and the following letter are taken from the &d Tolnme 
of Pope's letters. 
f As may be fecn from his lutvCa^Hocis with Fenmk In dw 
yeir 16^6-7* Wdrh. 
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dent, from a late parliamentary inqairy, that I have asf 
much ready money, as much in the funds, and as great 
a perfonal eftate, ^as Sir Robert S-tt-n. 

If the tranflator of Homer find fault with this unhe- 
roic difpoiition ; or, what I more fear, if the drapier of 
Ireland accafe the Engliftiman of want of fpirit ; I filence 
you both with one line out of your own Horace : ^id 
te exemfta jwvat /finis e pluribus una ? For I take the 
whole to be fo corrupted, that a cure in any part would 
be of little avail. 

Yours^ &C. 



LETTER XCV. 
Dr Swift tQ the Earl of Feterborow. 

A^LORD, 

I Never knew or heard of any perfbn fo volatile, and 
io fixed as your Lordfhip. You, while your imagi- 
nation is carrying you thro' every comer of the worlds 
where you have or have not been, can at the fame time 
remember to do offices of favour and kindnefs to the 
mcaneft of your friends ; and, in all the fcenes you have 
pafied, have not been able to attain that one quality 
peculiar to a great man, of forgetting every thing but 
injuries. Of this 1 am a living witnefs againfl yon. For 
being the- moft infignificant of all your old humble fer- 
vants, you were fo cruel as never to give me time to 
aik a favour, but prevented me in doitig whatever you 
thought I deAred, or could be for m^ credit or advan- 
tage. 

I have often admired at the capricioufnefs of Fortune 
in regard to your Lordfhip. She hath forced courts to 
a^ againft their oldeft and moft conflant maxims ; to 
make you a eeneral, becaufe you had courage and con- 
diKt; an ambafiador, becaufe you had wifdom, and 
knowledge in the intercfls of Europe ; and an admiral, 
orf account^ your (kill in maritime affairs. Whereas, 
a^^rding To the ofual method of court-proceedings, I 
fliould have been at the head of the army, and you of 
Vol. IV. S the 
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the churcK, or ratlier a curate 
. Fairicit's. 

Tb£ Archliifhop of Dublin kments, that he df 
yourLordihip till he wasjull upon the pomt of< 
I ling tbe Bath* 1 pray God you may have found. * 
' I tliat juurney. elfe I fliall coniinue Eo think there is 9 
aiality in all your LorUihip's undertakings* vhick only 
liermitiate in your own honoufj and the good of the pa* ( 
feiic, widiout die leail advantage to your health or for- 
tnnc, 

I remember Lord Oxford's mintflry ukd to teO me, 
that not knowing where to wrice to yo«, they were 
ferced to write at you. It ts fo with me 1 for you are 
In one thing an evangelical man, that you know not 
ivherc to lay your head, and, I think, you have no hoijire* 
I Pray, my Lord, write to me, tliat I may have the plea- 
"furc, in this fcoundrd country, of going about^ and 
nicwing my depending parfons a letter frotn the Earl of, 
P^crborow. 



LETTER XCVL* 
jf H'hn/eur Msttfigur HuiflTlR, gemilhmmi 

SIR, ' ' 

j Know no people fo ill ufed by your men of btj^H 
-^ as their intimate friends. Abom a f 
Mr j^.ddifoii had received the letter yoti 
to fend me. he iirft told me of it with i-: 
Oik and, after ten farther of grace, ;! 
it mc i fo you know where to fix the v 
it was no feoner acknowledged. It 1:. „ ;.. , .iiL 
dient yon prifocers have ordivcffing yourfelves 1 

CflC 



* Havvke(\*orth marks ihi* leitcr No I, He haf falcti 
ihore t!»a£ f*i[hw, fcui none of the piTcediftf 

.^ Col. Hunter. Governor of Virgam*, wbohadic«ll1 
fiiUbnci' by the Trench t 



ito. 9^, 
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h oiher men would cf, 

thcfe be no way c g 

i}uiet, by wriiing tome dark niattef. th; .e 

^^rench court a jcaloufy ofyou, 1 fuppoti: * ar 
, or fome of his commifiaries, inuft have ihia 
: nreted to them, befoie it comes to your hands; 
therci^«»rc 1 here think good to warn them* that^ if 
y «yr^^n^r youi notlcr fix of fheif 1ieutenaot»generakp 
ihey V r5 by the bargain. But that they may 

iiiii..Lr.^ Ml Kit 1 do not mean as Fiaroy dt Fifgima, 
■f (0mme /e C^kmi Hunttr^ 1 won Id ad vile ycjy to be 
y tcBdcr of your hoaotir» sind not fall in lave: be* 
fc 1 have a fern pie, whether you can keep your 
'ole^ if you become a ptifonef to the ladies; at leaH 
i!l be a fcsndaJ for a frse Briton to ir^,^ two chaini 
once, { pfefume you have the liberty of PajiSi and 
^ly milest round, and have a very Ifght pair of fetter?, 
triVed to ride or dance in, and fee Vcrfaitles* and 

ry place elfc, except St Germaing 1 her*r the 

ief call you already ^^/r? prifonmir HanU^^ U //.*# 

it ^^r(irj tiu mett^a. Will you French yer o^^ti 

ts Br a brave people f Wjll thcf aUoAv the 

ke '1 Jiougb to be a great genciAl ? Or, are 

tli as part ral as their gtj^etteers I Have you yet met 

French colonel, whotn yoo remcniber to have For* 

ly knocked from hi» hoHe, or fhivered ai kail a 

icc agtifift his brcallpUte ?; Bo you knO\v tiiC 

inds you hare given, when yon fee ibe (cars ? Dd 

faluee yo«r old enemies, with, Strftmui / ' ^i 

'e* And tinlefe you m- ver, and fn me m« 






iTid thl- d.iv !(!?•■ ..,.-. . 

ii a /v/ ///ki^/^ and a wr^ 
_..v ail bclm thf^^ - ^n^l 
Si 
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Ao% L E T T E R & TO Mtt> Ltt. 9& 

far they will purfue their vidlories, we under-rate Whip 
can hardly tclL I have not vet obferved the Tons 
nofes : their number is not to be learned by telling of 

nofcs; for every Tory has not a nofe. It ia a 1oh» 

you are not here to partake of three weeks froft, andeu 
fiinger-bread in a booth, by a fire upon the Thame. 
Mrs Floyd * looked out with both her eyes» and we bid 
one day's thaw ; but flie dcew in her head« and k BOt 
freezes as hard as ever. As for the convo€atioa« tkc 
Queen thought fit to prorogue it, tha' at the expeoal 
of I>r Atterbury'sdifpleafure, who was defigned dictrl 
prolocutor, and is now raging at the diikppointiiieD&| 
I amufc myfelf fometimcs with wsiting veHes toUrl 
Finch, and fometimes with prx>je6b for uniting of partinil 
which I perfed over night, and burn in the morning. 
Sometimes Mr Addifon and 1 deal to a pint of m 
wine, and wi(h for no third perfon but vou ; who, if 
you were with us, would never be fatisfied without three 

more. You know, I believe, that poor Dr Gregory 

is dead, and Keil folicits to be his fuccefTor. But par^ 
reaches even to lines and circles ; and he will hardlf 
carry it. being reputed a Tory, which yet be utw^ 
denies.^ — We are here nine times madder after openfi 
than ever ; and have got a new Caftrato from lalfi 
called Nicolini^ who exceeds Valentini, I know not hoi 
many bars length. Lords Sommers and Halifax are tf 
well as bufy ftatefmen can be in parliaaient dM 
Lord Dorfet is no body's favourite but ^yours, and lb 
Prior's, who has lately dedicated his book of poem n 
him, which is all the prefs has furni(hed us of any viIbb 
£nce you went. Mr Prinde, a gentleman of Scodand, 
fucceeds Mr Addifon in the fecretary's office ; and Mr I 
Shute, a notable young Prelbyterian gentleman, nndcr I 
thirty years old, is made a commiflioner of the cufloms. I 
This is all I can think of, either public or private, worth I 
telling you: perhaps you have heard part, or all p{ I 
both, from c^er hands ; but you muft be contefft. 



i 



• The \\\y whom A\c author here compliments, by putting 
name f>r that of the fon. was Mrs BUdy Floyd, ro whom head- 
dre/frd a Ihort but elc^Jiut copy of vcrfts about a year bc&ic 
Sctf vol. 6, liuiuld; 
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Pray kt m know what hopei wc hivc of feeing yoij* 
and how foon ^ ^n4 be To kiciU, or juft» [obelkv&m«^^ 

J O IT, Swi FT. 

F, S* Mr Steel prefent^ liis m^tk hotnble ferffice td 
I J and I cannot Jbrbesrr lelting you otyom mgfi^n* 
m impute the Leuer of er^thuitarm to me, wben i 
•ve fomc good realbns to ihink the author ii now «!' 



PBTTE R XCVII- 



March tt, I70S 0. 

Mfti i^ery mttch oblfged to vou for the faTOarof a 

kind rcproavh you fenfnie^ in a letter to Mr Addi-^ 

which he nevtr told me of till this day, and thai 

accidcTKally : bo! I am glad at the fame time* that 1 did 

; fcnt yoa a long letter, in return to 

to hanoiir me with ; and it b a 

r, it was fall of 

15 do not uAially 

rn newS'papt^ri, Mf Addifgn has been k) 

'■)T ffMne months itr the rimphibioa^ drnim* 

^^ iiij^x c— to my Lord Sunderland, and 

9 J Ln 1. 41? for Ircliiml, that he is she woHl man t 
know, either tO' convey an idk letter, or deliver what 
fo that 1 i?*-!V*ft ufien 1 rmfi him with 
him II mnR' u n ; foi tf iny 

i 



9y|, if you will 
been the cattfe you ^i' hj.i 

& % 



.1 ^'jHujicj I iur 1 w 



mo L.'E TT E R S ra ^«fHD JLet.9^ 

gme my former letter was intercepted by the Frendi 
court j wl.cii the moil Chrillian King, reading one pa^ 
fage in it, (and duly conlidering the weight of the pciion 
who wrote it), where I faid, if the French. undeHlood 
your value as well as we do, he would not exchange 
you for Count Tallard, ancf all the Delris of Blenheim 
together ; for, I mufl confefs, I did not rally when I 
iaid fo* ' • . ' .' 

I hear your good filler, the Queen of Pomanki, waitt 
i^ith impatience till you are reiiored to your dominions ; 
.find that your rogue of a viceroy retqms money feft for 
England againfl the time he mud retire from his govern' 
ment. Mean time, Philips writes verfes in a fledge up- 
on the frozen fea, and tranfmits them hither, to thrive m 
our warmer clime, under the fhelter of my Lord DorfeL 
I could fend you a great deal of news from the republics 
Crviftreetariay which was never in greater altitude, tho* 
I have been of late but a fmall contributor. A cargo of 
Iplinters from the Arabian rocks have been lately (hip- 
wrecked in the Thames^ to the irreparable damage of 
the virtuofi. Mrs Long and I are fallen out. I fhall 
not trouble you with the caafe ; but'don-t you think her 
altogether in the wrong ? But Mrs Barter is flill in my 
good graces. 1 defign to make her tell me wh^n yci9 
are to oe redeemed, and will fend you word. — Thcre'j 
it now ; you think I am in jed : but I affure you» the 
bed intelligence I get of public aflTairs is from ladies | 
for the miniilers never tell me any thing : and Mr Ad- 
difon is nine times more fecrct to me than any body 
^{t^ becaufe I have the happinefs to be thought (lis 
friend. The company at Sc James's coffeehoufe is a| 
bad as ever, but it is not quite fo good. The beauties 
you left are all gone off this froft, and we have got a 
new fet for fpring ; of which Mrs Chetwynd and Mrs 
Worfley are the principal. The vogue of opera*s holds 
Up wonderfully, tho' we have had them a year ; buj I 
defign to fet up a party among the wits, to run them 
down, by next winter, if true Englifh capyce does y)t 
interpofe to iavc us the labour. Mademo*iMle Spi|t- 
heim is going to marry my lord Fitzharding ; at Itau I 
have heard fo ; and, if you find it otherwife at ycur re- 
turn^ the confe(jucnces may poUibly be furvived. How- 
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ever, you may tell it the Paris rrazettecr, and let me 
have the pleafure to read a lie ot my own fending. I 
fiippofe yon have heard, that the town has loll an old 

Duke, and recovered a mad Duchefs. The Duke of 

Marlborough has at length found an enemy that dares 
face him, and which he will certainly fly before with the 
faft opportunitv ; and we are all of opinion, it will be 
his wneil couHe to do (b. Now, the way to be prodi- 
gioufly witty, woold be by keeping you in fufpenie, and 
Botlettinff you know, that this enemy is nothing but this 
imh-eaft wind, which flops his voyage to Holland— - 
This lettering in Mr Addifon's packet, will, 1 hope, 
kve better luck than the former. 1 ihall go for Ireland 
ihme time in fummer, being not able to roa^e my friends 
m^the miniftry coniider my merits or their promifes, 
enough to keep me here ; fo that all my hopes no\^' ttr- 
abate in my biQioprick of Virginia. In the mean time, 
1 hold faft my daim to your promife of correfponding 
Hith roe, and that you will henceforward addrefs your 
letter for me, at Mr Steel^s office at the Cockpit, w ho 
{utt prpmifed his care in conveying them. Mr Domvil 
h now at Geneva, and fends me word, he is become a 
coavert to the Whigs, by obferving the good and ill ef* 
JTefb of freedom and davery abroad. 

J am now with Mr Addifon, with whom I have fifty 
liaies drank your health ilnce you left us. He is hur- 
jying away for Ireland, and I can at prefcnt lengthen 
my wtter no farther ; and I am not certain whether you 
wul liave any from him or no, till he gets for Ireland. 
bowever, be commands me to aiTure you of his humblo 
Service; and 1 pray God too much bufinefs may not 
^il le pius honnite hommt^ du monde ; for it is certain, 
which of a man's good talents he employs on bufineis, 
muft be dctrad^ed from his converfation. 1 cannot write 
longer in fo good company, and therefore conclude 

Tour moft faithful, 

J and moft humble fervantf 

J. S W I FT. 
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\Br Swift fa Dr Williaii Kibic, J/iH/^ifi^^ t/Di 
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ii; LoRDf Ltft/ewf Oil* to, 171 

Had the honour of j'Oiir Grace's letter of SepteinS??^ 
1 6- J but I was in no pain to acknowkdgt* it, nof 
ilia! 1 be at any other time» un till have (<)mctbm| 
, that I ihink worth tmiibJing you ; becavjfe I know how \ 
fmach an inftgnificant letter is worfe than none at a!lj ! 
1 had likcwile yonr memorial*, ^l-. In atzather paclcctt [ 
I Jliould haye been glad the biiliops had beer^hene;) 
aliho* 1 take billiOp^ to be the wor ft folkiiors in tht 
world » except for themfdves. They ca.nnoi give tliem- 
fclves the little trouble of attendance, thnt other •' 
content to r\aiillt>w ; elfe, I am fure, their two J 
miglit have facceedcd ealier, than men of my level aiij 
likely to do- 

Ab foon as I received the packets from ytsiar ( 
went lo waft npon Mr Hnrley f. I had preps 
bNefore by anotl^r hand where he was very in m 
tn d got m y fel f re p refen \ ed ( w hieh 1 jn 3 gh t j u ft! y 
[ ©lie extremely ilf ufed by the lafl miniihy aftc? 
I obligations, bccaufe I refufcd to go certairi lengths _.. 
J would h^ve me. This happrnea to be in fojne foni 
[Jiarky*5 own cafe- He had heard very offer* of. 
[and received me wkh the greatefl marks of kind ncfij 
I eikem ; a§ I was whrfpered He would ; and the inor 
fmthe ill ufagc 1 had met witli- 1 fal with him! 
[;hbars amofiP company, and two hoars we wet c 
: wherr I told him my bufmep, and gave him the hi] 
of it r which he heard as I could wifh, and declare 
woulddo hh urmnil to elFefHt. I leild him the 
cnlties we met with by Lord 1 lentenants and theif J 
tariesi who would not (diftt oiiiers to foHcitt 



Mm 
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• A memorial *f the hlfliopj an J dcrgy tf Ird*od* 
the firf} frkiit* in^f twentieth parts. , 

f Lord High Trc^wu oiEtk^knd^ aute^ aftrrntiii 
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Ae^le^led h thcmfelFes. He fell b willi tne entirely^ i 
(md^ neitbcT tliey nor kimfclf Ibould have the nic- 
6f u, but ihe Queen, to whom he woulil fhew mjr 
oriai with the iirit opportunity ^ in order, if pot- 
to have it done in chia incerregtiuin. I laid, t]» 
lotir a.nd merit . nejit io the Queen ^ would be his ; 
it w:tii a great encouragcmeat to the biftiops, that 
as JO the treafury, whom tbcy knew to be the 
f advifet of the Qticen to grant the fame favour in 
gland ; that confcqucntly the bonotir and met it weic 
hing to him, who had done fo much greater things 
' thiit for my part, I thought he was obliged to tne 
Ireknd, foir giving him an opportunity of gra- 
te pkaCiire he took in doing good to die church* 
my compliment extremely wcIU atid renewed 
promires. Your Gr^ce will plea^ to know« thac» 
the firil fruirs, I told him of the crown rents ; 
fhewcci the nature and valac of them ; but faid, my 
inion was, that the convocation Had tiot : I 

m in their petition to the Queen* dclu*^r: i 

iton * with the addrdi, bcc^ufe th r the 

s would not then bear it i but that J ! i my- 

to have a difcrctionafy power eo folicii it m lb f&>* 
ble a jurr^uif, 
had twrj !., ready of my own^ drawing trp, ii 

t U poll . . . V. . . . . ,_ , v i ng til e n atiir e of the tiling, an< ' 
long it Had been depending, b'f. O/ie of iM 

[loriaU had a r ^ *t At the end rcl.iting to ! 

n^rcnts. I v. given him the lall ; but I guf 

the other; vvmLn iic imracdiatrly read, and pro^'^ 

d to fccond hfh with hi^ belt office* to the Qaeen. 

I have placed that paragraph in my memorial, it can 

no harm* and may poiRily do good* However^ I 
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-aKt LETTERS to and Lenjy^ 

ber of biihops could have to impower a clergyman to- 
do the church and them a fervice, without any imagine 
tion of intereft for himfelf*. 

Mr Harley has invited me to dine with him to- day : 
But I fhall not put him upon this difcourfe ib foon- If be 
begins it himfelf, I fhall.add it at the bottom of this. 
He fays, Mr Secretary St John * defired to be acquaint- 
ed with me, and that he will bring us together. That 
may be a further help ; altho' I told him, I had no 
thoughts of applying to any but himfelf; wherein he 
differed from me, and deiired I would fpeak to others, 
if it were but for form ; apd ieemed. to mean, as if he 
-would avoid the envy of being thought to do fuch i 
diing alone. But an old courtier (an intimate fnencQ 
advifed me flill to let him -know, I relied wholly upon 
his good inclinations, and credit wi^ the Queen, &r. 

1 find*I aiTX forced to fay all this very conFufedly, juA 
as.it lieth in iny memory ; but perhaps it may give your 
Grace a truer idea how matters are, than if I had writ 
in. more order. 

/ am, fcfr. 

Jonathan Swift. 

L E T T E R XCIX. 

Th Archhijhof H'Br SwiFT. 

Reverends 71?, Dublifty O^. i'6. 1710. 

I Thank youfbrvours of the loth inflant, and fend 
you indofed a farther power by my Lord Primatt 
and me. My Lord is not able to come to town; which 
obliged me to wait on him at Johnfton^ and hindered 
the joining of two or three bifhops in it, who are yet 
in town : but I fuppofe our figning is fufficient. I 
went in the morning to wait on his Grace, and intei^« 
ed, when he had figned it, to have applied to other fi^ 
fiiops ; but he was abroad taking the air, ^nd I co^d 
not get it until it was late, and- thought yt better^ 
figli and fend it as it is ; than wait for another p<tt. 

You 

* Afterwards crutcdLoi^YvCcoioskV '^^As^^sct^Vft. 
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[mAf expc^hy the mxi a ktter m hh GrAce of 

• •'. 'ler 10 the Arclibitliop of York» 
r the hpfinefa. The kuer. If I 
■ V about it* I am QOt 
1. 1 faid on thai fub* 
5ut aiTj jure iLe wns pleaied to feem fatisfied witl 
ad to fcruplc only the time : I fa ppo IV, not ihitiking^ 
to r : fat^our flie defigned the dergy of IrcH 

[ by 1 ] E muft then have palled tliro'; bai faidy 

in ihe ttiien^al of a change, or abfence of a cliie' 
rttOf, it (kioM be done, I hope nov¥ is the pro 
^timCi aDiJ ihat her Majcflx will rather follow the 
I of her own boaniifyiL indinatiotis, tlian the Ui* 
'can n i ng co vetoo s c o u n fcl 1 o rs . 
jht to have troubled you wiih a |[reat maiiyj 
but fuch a crowd of viiitors huve broken in up^ 
E'^fore 1 could lock my gatesi thai I am fofce4l 
eak offabniptlvi recommending you to God*:> care^ 



^f. 



Wl t L 1 A M| Duhlilt^ 



I E T T E E 

\ hard Primau^ and Anhhjknp ^/Dullii^ t$ fir SwiFT. 

Duhitn^ O/I. 24. 1710. 
a letter to the bi(hops of OlTory and 
V. ;*il Augufl, defiling and im powering - 
t ihe afr;iir of ouf 6riT frwits and twcnii^ 
.;h her Majeiiy; which has depended fo long,- 
iinding her Majelly*s good intentions* and fc- 
m(ci of the chief govcmora here 10 lay oar 
l^fcre her Majefty in the beft tnanner, Wc 
rprchcniivc, diat thofe bifliops might tc* 
|Jand before the bafmefs could b<; clfcitcd ; 
'"d ihcm to concern yoo in it; 
p :e of your ability, prudence, and 

MO pii^^ute fiwih a matter* We find the biiliopjg 

rituru«4] 



iv6 LETTERS to avd Let. wi. 

f eturned before you came to London^ for which we 
very much concerned ; and judging this the moft propff 
time to pfofecute it with fuccefs, we intreat you to tab 
the /2r// management of it it into year hands ; and ds 
commit the care of Soliciting it to your diligence aat 
prudence ; defiring you to let us know from timeo 
time what progrefs is made in it. And if any thing &• 
ther be necelTary on our part, on your intimation r 
ihall be ready to do what (hall be judged reaibnable. 

This, with our prayers for the good faccefs ofjtv 
• endeavours, is all from, 

SIR, 

Tours, E^f. 

Narcissus, jfrmagh 
William, Dublin. 



LETTER CI. 
The Archlifi.of tf Dublin to Dr SwiPT. 

SIR, Dublin, Dec. i6. I710. 

THis is to acknowledge the receipt of yours of t^ 
20th pafl, which came not ta my hands til 
Thurfday lafl, by reafon of winds that kept the pickeo 
•n the other (ide. 

I find the matter of our firft fruits, Cffr. is talked of 
now. I reckon on nothing certain, till her Majeftfi 
letter comes in form ; and quxre, why ihonld not yoi 
come, and bring it with you ? It would make yoa 1 
very welcome clergyman to Ireland, and be the bd 
means to fatisfy mankind how it was obtained, altV 
I think that will be out of difpute. I am vtry wellip- 
prifed of the difpatch you gave this affair, and ««l 
pleafed, that I judged better of the perfbn fit to be 
employed than fome of my brethren. But now it it 
done, as I hope it is efFedtnally, they will aflame Vi 
much as their neighbours ; which I (hall never contraiUfii 

Things are taking a new turn here, asWell as w 
you ; and I am of opinion, by the time yoa\ome hffft 

tnr 
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few will profefs themfelvcs IVbigs. The greateft clanger I 
ipprehend, and which terrifies me more than perhaps you 
nrill be able to imagine, is the fury and indifcretion of 
Ibine of our own people, who never had any merit;. 
90t by imbroiling things they did, and I am afraid will 
^et do miibhief. 

I heartily recommend vou to God*s favour; 

William, Dublin. 

N. B. Dr Sivift nfed bis credit with the minrflryfir 
^e benefit oftbe church of Ireland^ fo heartily and Jo effec^ 
dually at this critical timey that be procured a grant from 
the Slueenfor exonerating the clergy of Ireland from paying 
twentieth parts, dated the fetientb of February^ one thoufand 
ft*ven hundred and ten; and another grant, bearing the /ami 
elate, to NarciJ/us Lord Archbijkop rf Armagh, Sir Confan^ 
tine Pbipps, Lord High Chancellor of Ireland, William Lord 
jirchhijhop of Dublin, John Lord Archbijhop of Tuam, and 
^bers, of the firft'fruits payable out of all ecclefiaftical be* 
Mifices, in truft to be for en)er applied towards purchafing 
glebes, and building rejsdentiary houfes for poor^endvwed 
^vicars, 

7hefuccefs ofnuhich cbaritablt fund hitherto nuty befeen 
in the printed pamphlet containing an account of the ^f -fruits 
pf Ir eland * 



LETTER CIL 
T'fo Archbijhop to Dr SwiPT. 



I 



4? 7 R, London, Suffolk-Jlreet, Nov, 22. I7l6. 

Read yottft of the 1 3th inftant with great uitis^c« 

tion. It is not only an advantage to you and me, 
diat there (hould be a good correfpondence between as, 
bulalfo to the public ; and I afTure you I had much ado* 
to ijcrfuade people here, that we kept any tolerable 
jntTures wyi one another ; much lefs, that there was 
anVflthing or a good intelligence ; and therefore you 
jnoFed right, that it ought not to be (aid, that in Co 
tatmy months I had not received any letter from too. 

Vol. IV. T \ 
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I do a little admire, that thofe that (hould be your 
fafteft friends, fliauld be fo oppofite to acknowledge the 
fervice you did in procuring the t<wentieth farts and firjl^ 
fruits. I know no reafon for it, except the zeal I 
fiiewed to do you jvfiice in that particular from the be- 
ginning. But fmce I only did it, as obliged to bear 
teftimony to the truth, in a matter which I certainly 
knew, and would have done the fame for the worft 
enemy I had in the world ; I fee no reafon why you ihould 
fuffer, bccaufe I among others was your witnefs. But be 
not concerned : ingratitude is warranted by modern and 
ancient cuilom ; and it is more honour for a man to 
liave it afked, why he had not a fuitahle return to his 
merits^ than why he was overpaid ? Benefacere ei male 
^udire^ is the lot of the- bed men. If calumny or ingra- 
titude could have put me out of my way. Goo knows 
where I ihould have wandered by this time. 
V. I am glad the buiinefs of St Nicholas f is over any 
tifay. My inclination was Mr Wall ; that I mieht have 
joined the vicarage of CafUe-knock to the prebend of 
Malahidart ; which would have made a good provifion 
fbr one man, ferved the cures better, and yielded more 
then to the incumbent than it can do now, when ia 
different hands. But I could not compafs it without d- 
ftng more power over my clergy, than I am willing to 
exert. But as I am thankful to you for your conde* ' 
fcenfion in that affair; fo I will expefl, that thoie with 
whom you have complied, fhbuld fhew their fenfe of it 
by « mutual return of the like compliance, when there 
fhall be occaiion. Such reciprocal kind' offices are the 
ground of mutual confidence and friendfhip, and the 
fewel that keeps them alive : and I think, nothing can 
contribute more to our common eafe, and the public 
good, than maintaining thefe between you and me, and 
vifith the clergy. 

. We have a (bong report, that my Lord Bolingbroke 
will return here, and oe pardoned ; certainly it nftfl 

|0C 



r 



f The Dean and chapter of St Patrick's are the li^proprisf^ 
oC that church, and have the right of bcilowing the cure on wh^m 
they pkiCe* 



/ 
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Mt be for nothing. I hope> lie can tell no ill dory of 
yoa. 

I. add only my prayers for yon ; and am» 

SIR,. 

Tqut moft humUi fervant^ and hroiher, 

William, DuiJifH 

LETTER cm. 
Dr §WIV^T tv thi Atchiififop of Dullin. 

hfy LoitD, Tr/«, D*c. 1 6. 17 10. 

ISkonld be forry to fte my Lord BoliitgbFoke follow- 
ing; the trade of an informer ; becaufe he is a perfoii 
for whom I always had, and (HU continue^ a very 
mat love and eAeem. For I think, as the reft of man- 
sind 60, that informers are a deteftable race of people* . 
ahlio' they may be fometitties neceifary;- Befides, I do 
aot iee, whom kis Lordfhip can inform againft, except 
himfelf. He was three or four days at the court of . 
France, while he was fecretary* and it is barely pofTible. 
lie might then have entered into fome deep negotiation 
with the prttinder : altho* I would not believe him, if 
he ihould fwear it ; becaufe hi protejied to tne, that he 
BCver (aw him but ona ; and that was at a great di fiance, 
in- public^ €ti an opera. As to any others of the miniilry 
Ml that time, I am conftdcnt- he cannot accufe them ; 
and that they will npfiar at innocent with relation to the 
frttfnder^ as. any who are now at the helm. And as ■ 
to myfelf,- if I were of any importance, I (hould be very 
eafy under ^ri& an accujationi much eafier, than 1 am to • 
tliink.your Grace imagineth me in any danger, or 
that Lord Bolingbroke fhould have any ill Sory to 
tel of me< He knowcth, and loveth, and thinketh 
to\ well of me, to be capable of fuch an adicn. 
BvJ I am Jarprifed to think your Grace could talk, 
orS^fl, oiAorrefpond with me for fome years pad; 
wiple you muil needs believe me a moft falfe and vile 
mfn ; dtdaring to you on all occafions my abhomnce cf 
T a. tW 
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the pntender^ and yet pcivately engaged with a miniilry 
to bring him in, and therefore warning me to look to 
myfelf, and prepare my defence againft a falfe bro- 
ther, coming over to difcover fuch fecrets as would 
hang me. Had there been ever the lead onfcrture or in- 
tent of bringing in the pretender^ during my acquaintance 
with the minif&y, I think I mud have been very ftupid 
not to have picked out fome difcoveries or fufpicions^ 
And altbo' I am not fure I (hould have turned inform- 
er, yet 1 am certain I fhould have dropped (bme general 
cautions, and immediately have retired.^ When peo« 
pie fay, things were not ripe at the Queen's death ; 
they fay, they know not what. Things were rotten : 
and had the miniflers any fuch thoughts, they (hoold 
have begun three years before ; and they who fay other* 
vrife, underftand nothing of the ftate of the kingdom at 
that time. 

But whether I am miflaken or no in other men, I beg 
your Grace to believe, that I am not miflaken in my« 
lelf. I always profefTed to be againfi the pretender ; and 
wnfofiill. And this is not to make my court, (which 
I know 18 vain).; for I own myfelf full of donbts, fearir 
and diflatisfa^tions ; which I think oa as feldom as I caae 
yet if I were of any value, the public may (afely rtlf 0* 
my loyalty \ becaufe I look upon the coming of the prtiemitt 
as a greater evil, than any we are like to fuffer unde? 
the worft Whig miniftry that can be found. 

I have not fpoke or thought ib much of party thefe 
two years ; nor could any thing have tempted me to it, 
but the grief I have in (landing ib ill in your Grace's o« 
pinion. I beg your Grace's bleffing ; 
And am ^ k^c. 

Jonathan Swift.. 



LETTER CIV. 
Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan..- 

S ] Rj Dec. 14. 1 7 19. ff iW )L night 

Jr is impoffible to know by your letter whether 
tvinp \9i tc\ hp KnfflpfL rn-mr^rrnu/ nr nn. 



I 



•vine is to be bottled to-morrow, or qo. 

If 



Let* i04i ^.MKof». Dk swift. zvt^ 

If it be, or be not, why did not you in plain Englifh 
tell us fo ? 

For my part, it was by mere ^chance h came to fit 
with the ladies''^ this night. 

And if they had not told me there was a letter from 
yoQy and your man Alexander had not gone, and come 
back ^mthe deanery, and the boy here had not been 
ient to let Alexander, know I was here, I fhould have 
mifTed die letter outright. 

. Trvly I don't Juiow who^ bound to ^ be -fending for 
corks to Hop your botdes, with a. vengeance. 

Make a pac;e of your own age, and fend your man 
Alexander to buy cwrks, for Saunders already has gone 
above ten jaunts. 

Mas Dingley and Mrs Johnibn fay, truly they don't 
care fer your wife's company, tho' they like your wine ; 
but they had rather have it at their own hou^ to drin^ 
in quiet. 

However:, they owe it is very civil in Mr Sheridan 
to make the offer ; ^nd they cannot deny it. 

I wi(h. Alexander fafe at St Catherine's to-night, with 
all my heart and foul, upon my word, and honour. 

But I think it bafe in you to (end a- poor fellow out 
lb late at this time of year,, when -one would not turn out 
a dog that one valued; I appeal to your friend Mr Conna. 

I would prefent my humble fervice to my Lady Mount- 
cafhel ; but truly I thought (he would have made advances 
to have been acquainted with me, asfhe pretended. 

But now I can write.no more, for you fee plainly my* 
paper is ended: 



P. S. / wij^ ijchen you frated. 
Your letter youd dated ^ 
Mu^h lUgue it created. 
T3 



4 



Mrs Dinplcy and Mtt Johnfon, who lived at a little diftaiice 

1 lilt- ilcaiKTV. 

jSwifc vkas^fiJcnc at the deanery when thi? letter was written, 

hichcWffy paragraph ends uilh a rh3'mc. And, 
J.eridan uss at h'4 country- lioiife, called ^xka^ in the coii&ty 
'Cavaii, abcul c!|^ht miles from Dybllb. Haiiktf 
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/ Jco • </ and ratedf 
My foul it much grated^ 
For your man I long nvaifid* 
1 thini you are fated^ 
Like a hoar to he haitedi 
Tour man is helated^ 
The cafe 2 hawe fiated^ 
^nd mi you hann cheated* 
My fialdis unjlated^ 
Come hack t'us %vel/ freighted ; 
/ rememher my late4>ead^ 
And tmijb you tranfiated^ 

For teajoigmt. 



aV. S. Mrf Dingfey, 

Dejires me fingly 

Her fernnce to prefint you^ 

Hopes that nvili content you % 

But Johnfin Madam 

h grown a fad dame^ 

For want of your converfi^. 

And cannot fend one verfe* 



3P. S. Ton keep fuch a twattling [Vida^ 

fFith you and your bottling^ [Ride }4» 

Bui I fee the fum totals 

We fiall ne^er have one hottle\ 

^he long and the /hort^ 

We fhail not hanje a quart* 

1 wjifh you nvould fignt^ 

That nve may ha*ve a pint. 

For all your colloguing^ 

rd he glad of a inogging^- 

But I douht 'tis a fham^ 

Ton ^von^t gi<ve us a dram, \ 

^7 is of fhine^ a mouth moonfuU^ ^- 

Tou luonU part with a fpoonJttH, 



■il M I iHtfliiBi' III' 
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jfnJ I nmfi be mmhie. 
If 1 can fill mj thimUi.^ 
You fat I 'voottt ftzf^ 
Till I ccme i§ a drtfi 
Bui I dsuht tbt 9ra:ubtm 
Is a focr Jmpemaatlum : 
Hfo" perhaps yeu vsay tell it 
Emr M gracty if vsi /rneil it* 

SriLLii. 



L B T T E R C\^ 

JDr SwiPT to Dr She rid ax. 

Dul/itT, Det, iz, 1722, 

WHat care we, whether yoa f^im cr fink ? Is this 
k time to talk of boats, or a time to iaii in them, 
when I am (hnddcriDg ? or a time to build 
koat-lKmies, or pay for carriage? No; but towards 
fimiiiier> I promife hereby under my hand to fobfcribe a 
(guinea*) (hilling for one ; or, if you pleaie me, what 
is blotted out, or fbmethin? thereabouts ; and the la- 
dies (hall fttbfcribe three dirteens betwixt them, and 
Mrs Brent, a penny, and Robert and Archy halfpence 
a-piece> and the old lAan and woman a fanhing each : 
in ihort, I will be your coHedor, and we willicnd it 
down full of wine, a fortnight before we ^ at Whit- 
fontide. You will make eight thoniand blunders in 
jTOur planting; and who can help it ? for I cannot be 
with you. My horfes eat hay, and I hold my vifita- 
donon Januarys 7. juft in the midft of Chrtlbttas. Mrs 
Brent is angry, and fwears as muth as a fanatic can 609 
that ihe will fubicribe fixpence to your boat.— -Well, 
I (hall be a country-man when you are not. We are 
|w at Mr Fad's, with Dan and Sam ; and I (leal out 
^ile they are at cards, like a lover writing to his mi- 
We have no news in our town. The ladies 
.ve lefy0as to-day ; and I promifed them, that yoti 

would 



7 
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word lu'wcB Is ftrock thtQ* vdlh 1 ^«a \el vVm^ ^»t^^ 
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would carry your dub to Arfellagh, when you are weary 
of one another. You exprefs your happlnefs with grief 
iaone hand» and forrow in the other. What fowl have 
you but the weep ? what hares, but Mrs Mackfeden's 
grey hairs? what pea(e* but your own? Your mutton 
and your weather are both very bad^ and fo is your 

weather mutton. Wild fowl is- what we like. 

How will this letter get to you? A fortnight good 

fronv this morning. You will find Quilca not Uie thing- 
it was lafl Auguft ; no body to relifh the lake ; no body 
to ride over the downs ; no trout to be caught ; no 
dining over a well ; nonig^t heroics, n© morning- epics; 
no flolen hour when the wife is gone ; no creature to 
call you names. Poor miferable Mr Sheridan 1 No 
bb'nd harpers! no journeys to Rantavan ! Anfwer all 
this, and be my magnus Apollo, We have new plays 
and new libels, and nothing valuable is old but Stella, 
whofe bones Ihe recommends to you. Dan * defire^^tor* 
know whether youfaw the advertifement of your" being 
robbed. A ndfo I conclude, , 



LETTER CVL. 
Dr S.wiFT fo Dr Sheridan, 

, C/ovfirt, Aug. 3. 17Z3.- 

NO ; I cannot poflibly be with you fo foon ; there 
are too many rivers, bogs, and mountains be- 
tween : beiides, when Heave this, I (hall make oaedr 
two (hort vifits in my wsty to Dublin, and hope to be 
in town by the end of this month ; tho' it will be a-bad 
time, in the hurry of your loufy p— — t. Yoar- 
dream is wrong ; for this bi/hop f ii^ not able to lift a/ 
cat upon my fhoiilders. But if you are for a curacy. 
tA'enty-five pounds a-year, and ride Kv^ miles ever 
Sunday, to preach to fix beggars, have at you.. 

V ■ J'^ 

■ * The Rtverend Mr Dan Jackfbn. 
f Dr Xheopbilus JBoltont afterwards Bi£bop oi £lphis» ao j 
^icW^xAop of Caih«l, . > - -..* 
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yet this is no ill country ; and the bilhop has made in 
four months twelve miles of ditches, from his houfe to 
the Shannon, if you talk of improving. How are yea 
this moment ? Do yon love or hate Qoilca the moft of 
all places ? Are you in or out of humour with the world, 
your friends, your wife, and your fchool ? Are the ladies 
in town or in. the country ? If 1 knew, I would write to ■ 
them, and how are they in health ? Quilca (let me fee) 
(you fee I can (if I pleafe) make parpnthefes as well as 
others)- Is about a hundred miles from Clonfert ; and I 
am half weary with the four hundred I have rode. With 
love and fervice^ and fi) adieu. 

Toun, &c. > 



LETTER CVIL* 
Dr SwirT to Dr Sheridan. 

Jan.. z;. 172^. 

I Have a packet of letters, which I intended to fend by 
Molly, who hath been flopt three days by the bad 
weather ; but now r will fend them by the poll to« 
morrow ta Kells, and inclofed to Mr llcKell f ; there 
as one to you, and one to James Stopford. 

I can do no work this terrible weather ; which hath 

Snt us all feventy times out of patience. 1 have been 
eaf nine days, and am- now pretty wdl recovered again.' 
Pray defire Mr Stanton t and Worral ||, to continue 
ivine themfelves fome trouble with mEt Prat *•; but 
it mcceed or not, I hope I (hall be eafy. 
Mrsjohnfon fwears it will rain till Michaelmas. She 
is {o pleafed with her pick-ax, that (he wears it fadened 
to her girdle on her left (ide, in balance with her watch. 
The lake is (Irangely overflown, and we are defperate 
about turf^ being forced to buy it three miles off: a. id 
1 Mrs 



t 






This (cemi to be written from Quilca. 
f Thom*s Tickcll. Elq ; a very ingenious poet, (ccrctary to 
c Lord^ufticcs of Ireland. 
I Dr Stanton, a M after in chancery. 
I Reverend Mr John WorraJ, the Dean's vicafk 
••-DcDUtV Vice-trBaiiirer of IrrLand. 



Deputy Vicc-trsjUurer of ircUod, 
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Mrs Johnfbn (God help her) gives yeu many a curfe. 
Your mafon is comey bat cannot yet work upon yont 
garden. Neither can I agree with him aboat die great 
wall. For the reft, <i;/i/r the letter you will have on. 
Monday, if Mr Tickell ufes you- well. 

Thb news of this country is, that the laaid you fent 
' down, John Farell/s fifter, is married ; but the portion 
a^d Settlement are yet a fecret. The cows here never 
give milk on Midfammer-eve *. 

You would wonder, what carking and caring there is 
among us for fmall beer, and lean mutton, and flarved 
lamb, and ftopping gaps» and driving cat^e from the 
corn. lb that we are ^l-to-he- Ding/ej^ed,. 

The ladies room (mokes; the rain drops from the 
ikies into the kitchen ; our fervants eat and drink like 
the devil, and pray for rain, which entertains them at 
cards and fleep ; which are much lighter than fpades, 
fledges, and crows. Their maxim is. 

Eat liki a Turk, 

Skep likt u dnrmovji'i . 
«B< Utji at nvork, 

At 'vi&uals fmnmofi. 

Which 11 all at prefent;. hoping yon and your good ft!* 
mily are well, as we, ti'r. ate all at this prefent wrin 
ting, fcfc. 

Robin has juft carried out* a load of bread and cdd ' 
meat for breakfaft. . This is their way ; but now a cloud 
hangs over them, for fear it fhould hold up» and the 
clouds blow off. 

I write on till Molly comes in for the letter, . O, 
what a dragffle^taii will me be before (he gets to Du- 
blin [ r wi(h file may not happen to fall upon her back . 
by the way. 

I affirm againft Ariftotle, that cold and rain congre* 
gate homofl;enes ; for they gather together you and your 
crew, at whift, punch, and claret. Happy weather fcf 
Mrs Mau, Betty, and Stopford, and all true lovers m^ 
cards and lazineis. " " 



* Being the time maids ^ out tQ try pranks about their IWe^: 
hearts, Hawkef.* > 
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The blefliiigs of a country-life. 

Far/kom oar dehtorst 
No Dublin letters^ 
Not feen by our betters. 

The plagues of a country-life. 

A companion nvith news, 
A great ivant offioes ; 
Eat lean meat^ or chufe ; 
A church lAjitbout fe<ws. 
Our horfes aftrtrf^ 
N9 Jiraiv^ oats^ or bay j 
December in May, 
Our boys run anxxiyf 
All /er*vants at flay^ 
Molly fends for the letter. 



LETTER CVm. 

Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. 

^ilca^ June 28. 1725. 
^OU run out of your time fo merrily, that you are 

forced to anticipate it, like a young heir, that 
nds his fortune fa&er than it comes in : for your 
er is dated to-morrow, June 29. and God knows when 
/as writ, or what Saturday you mean : but I fuppoie 
I the next ; and therefore your own mare, and Dr 
ift's horfe or mare, or fome other Tiorfe or mare, with 
ir own mare aforefaid, fliall fet out on Wednefday 
:t, which will be June 30. and fo they will have two 
hts reft, if you ^begin your journey on Saturday. You 
an unlucky devil, to get a living the furtheft in the 
gdom from Quilca *. If it be worth two hundred 
md a-year, my Lord Lieutenant hath but barely kept 

^ hi« 

* In the county of Cork. 
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his word ; for the other fifty muft go in a carate and vi- 
fitation-charges» and poxes, proxies I mean. If you are 
under the Bilhop of Cork *, he is a capricious gentle- 
man : but you mud flatter him monib-ouily, upon his 
learning and his writings ; that you have read his book 
againil Toland a hundred times, and his fermons (if be 
has printed any) liave been always your model, Isfc. Be 
not difap pointed, if your living does not anfwer the 
fum. Get letters 'of recommendation to the Bilhop and 
principal clergy, and to your neighbouring parlon or 
parfons particularly. I often advifed you to get fome 
.Knowledge of tytjies and church4iving3. You muft 
learn the extent of your parifli, the general quantity of 
arable land and paflure in your parifh, the common 
rate of tythes, for an acre of the leveral forts of com, 
and of fleeces and lambs, and to (ee whether you have 
any glebe. Pray a6l like a man of this world. I doubt, 
being fo far off, you muA not let your living, as I do, 
to the feveral farmers, but to one man : but, by all 
means, do not now let it for more than one year, till 
you are furely apprifed of the real worth ; and even then, 
never let it for above three. Pray take my advice for 
once, and be very bufy while you are there. It is one 
good circumftance, that you got fuch a living in a con- 
venient time, and jufl when tythes are fit to be let ; 
only wool and lamb are due in fpring, or perhaps be- 
long to the late incumbent. You may learn all on the 
fpot, and your neighbouring parfons may be very ofefiily 
if they pleafe ; but do not let them be your tenants. 
Advile with Archdeacon Wall, but do not follow him in 
all things. Take care of the principal 'fquire, or 
Yquires ; they will all tell you the worft of your living ; 
fo will the proftors and tythe-jobbers ; but you wiH 
pick out truth from among them. Pray, fhew yonrfelf 
a man of abilities. After all, I am but a weak brother 
myfelf ; perhaps fome dergy-in Dublin, who know that 
country, will further inform you. Mr Tpwnfend f? 
Cork will do you any good offices on my account, wirf- 
out any letter. - Take the oaths heartily to tne 
powers that be, and remember that party^^vas wp, 

m 
* Dr Peter Browne. 
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made for depending puppies. I forgot one principal 
thing, to take care of going regularly thro' all the forms 
of oaths and induflions ; for the lead wrong (lep will 
put you to the trouble of repaffin'g your patent, pr 
iroiding your living 

LETTER CrX. 
Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. 

Sluiha^ June 29. 1 7 25. 

I Writ to you yefterday, and faid as many things as f 
could then think on, and gave it a boy of Kclls, who 
brought me yours. It is itrange, that {, and Stella^ 
and Mrs Macfadin, fhould light on the fame thought, to 
advife you to make a great appearance of temperance 
while you are abroad. But Mrs John(bn and I go fur- 
ther, and fay. you mull needs obferve all grave forms, 
for the want of which both you and I have fufFcred. On 
fuppofal that you are under the Biihop of Cork, I fend 
yoa a letter inclofed to him. which I defire you will feal. 
Mrs Johnfon put tne in mind to caution you not to drink 
or i^edge any health in his company ; for you know his 
weak fide in that matter*. 1 hope Mr Tickell has not 
complimented you with what fees are due to him for 
your patent. I wi(h you would fay to him^ (if he refufes 
them), that I told you, it was Mr Addifon's maxim to 
excufe no body ; for here, fays he, I may have forty 
friends, whofe fets may be two guineas a- piece; then I 
lofe eighty guineas, and my friends fave but two a-piece% 

I mud tell you, Dan Jackfon ruined his livinq:, hf 
huddling over the firfl year, and then hoping to mend it 
the neirt. Therefore pray take all the care you can, 
to inquire into the value, and fet it at the bed rate to 
fabdantial people. 

' Mcnow not whether you are under the Bilhop of Cork 
or lo ; if not, you may bum the letter. 
- linuft defire, that you will not think of enlarging your 

Vol. 1^ U expcnces. 
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He wrote a pamphlet againft drinking to the memory of the 
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cxpences, no not for Tome years to comey much Ids it 
prefent, bat rather retrench them. You might have laia 
defHtute till Antichrid came, for any thing you could 
have got from thofe you ufed to treat. Neither let me 
liear of one rag of better cloaths for your wife or brats, 
but rather plainer than ever. This is poiitively Stella's 
advice as well as mine. She fays, now you need not be 
afhamed to be thought poor. 

We compute, you cannot be lefs than thirty days ab- 
fent ; and pray do not employ your time in lolling a-bcd 
till noon to read Homer, but mind your buJinefs ef* 
fc^ually. And we think you ought to have no breaking 
up this Auguft; but slScSL to adhere to your fchool cloftr 
than ever ; becaufe you will find, that your ill-wifhen 
will give out, you are now going to quit your ichool» 
fince you have got preferment, &r. 

Pray fend me a large bundle of exercifes, good IS 
well as bad ; for I want fbmething to read. 

I would have you carry down threee or four fermonii 
and preach every Sunday at your own church* and be 
very devout. 

1 fent you in my lafl a bill of twenty poond on Ifr 
Worralf ; I hope you have received it. 

Pray remember to leave the pamphlet with Woml 
and give him direflions, unlefs you have fettled it almdy 
iome other way. You know it muH come out jufl wbei 
the parliament meets 

K£EP thofe letters, where I advife yon about yoor 
living, till you have taken advice. 

Keep very regular hours for the fake of your heitt 
and credit; and where-ever you lie a night within twca- 
ty miles of your livings, be fure call the family thate*| 
vening to prayers. ^ •■ 

1 defire you will wet no commiflion with yoor oM 
crew, nor with any but thofe who befiieod yoa, as Mr 
Tickell, Ufc. 

LftT- 

f The Rer. Mr John Woml. Vicar to the Btdh; ef KiHae, 
If DcanofC^iift-diurch; a^ alio t<» the X>caa of ft f «KIH% 
D. ediu V 
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LETTER ex. 
Dr Swift H Lord Carti&et. 

Aff LofcD, July 3. 1725. 

I Am obliged to return your Excellency my moft 
humble thanks for your favour to Mr Sheridan, be* 
canfe when I recommended him to von, I received a 
Tcry gracious anfwer ; and yet I am fenfible that your 
^ef motive to make fome proviiion for him was» what 
became a great and good peribn, your diftineniihing him; 
as a man of learning, and one who deferved encourage- 
ment* on account of his great diligence and fuccefs in a 
moft laborious and difficult employment f. 

Since your Excellency hath had an opportunity, fo 
early in your government, of gratifying your English de- 
pendents by a bifhoprick, and the beft deanery in the 
Linedom l\ I cannot but hope, that the clergy of Ire- 
land will have their (hare in your patronage. There is 
hardly a gentleman in the nation, who hath not a near 

. alliance with (bme of that body ; and moft of them who 
Ikave Tons, ufually breed one of them to the church ; 
altho' they have been of late years much difcouraged, 
and diicontented, by feeing (Irangers to the country al- 

\ moft perpetually taken into the greateft ecclefiallical pre- 

^ ferments, and too often under governors very different 
from your Excellency ; the choice of perfons was not to 

I be accounted for either to prudence or jufHce. 

'« The misfortune of having bilhops perpetually from 
England, as it muft needs quench the fpirit of emulation 

■ among us, to excel in learning and the ftudy of divinity* 
(b it produceth another mat dilcouragement, that thofe 
prelates ufually draw aner them, colonies of fons, ne- 
^ews, coufins, or old college-companions, to whom 
€be| beftow the beft preferments in their gift ; and thus 
thewoung men fcnt into the church from the univcriity 
here, have no better profpeft, than to be curates, or 
(mall coun£y-vicars, for life. 

«. ^^ Uz It 

j A fchojlmaftcr. 
I JE>owiic. 
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It win become fo excellent a governor as you, a little 
lo moderate this great partiality ; wherein, as yoo will 
a^ with juilice and reafony fo you will gain the thanks . 
and prayers of the whole nation, and take away one 

treat caufe of univerfal difcontent. For I believe yoor 
xcellency will agree, that there is not another kingdom 
in Europe, where the natives (even thdfe defcended from 
the conquerors) have been treated, as if they were al- 
iftioil unqualified for any employment, either in church 
or ftate. 

Your Excellency, when I had the honour to attend 
you, WHS pFcafed to let me name fome clergymen, who 
arc generally underftocd by their brethren to be the moft 
diftinguifhed for their learning and piety 1 remember 
the perfons were,' Dr Delany Dr Ward of the North, 
Mr E.klin, Mr Synge of Dublin, and Mr Corbet. They 
were named by me, without any regard to friend/hip, 
havJng titife corfimerce with rooft of them, but' only to 
the Uiiiverfal chara^er they bear. This wa^ the method 
I always took with my Lord Oxford, at hiis owa com- 
mand ; who was plealed to believe I would not be 
iwayed by any private afFe6lions, and confe(2ed I never 
deceived him ; for I always dealt openly, when I offered 
any thing in behalf of a frfend, which was but feldoms 
becaufe, in that cafe, I generally made ufe of the ooffl- 
mon method at court, to folicit by another. 

I fhall fay nothing of the }Oung men among thecler- 

fy; of whom the three hopefulleft are (aid to be, Mr 
topford, Mr King, and Mr Dobbs, all fellows of die 
college t ; of whom I am only acq^uainted with the firft. 
I5ut thefe arc not likely to be great expeftors under your 
Excellency's ad mini ftration, according 'to the nfual pe- 
riod of governors here. 

If I have dealt honeilly, in rcprefenting fuch perfons 
among the clergy as are generally allowed to have the 
moft merit, I think I have done you a fervice, and I am 
fare I have made you a great compliment, by dif!ingt#h- 
ing you from mo(l great men I have known the(e tl|Tfy 
years paft ; whom I have always obferved to ad, as if 
thjty never received a true charadler, nor hi5»iany v^uc 



f The ualvcrfity of I>ubVwv» 
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for the befty and confequently difpenfed their favours 
without the leaft regard to abilities or virtue. And this 
defe^ I have often K»und among thofe from whom 1 leaft 
cxpeded it. 

That yoor Excellency may long live a blefEng and 
ornament to your country, by puriuing, as you have hi* 
tiierto done, the fteps of honour- and virtue, is the moil 
; wilh and prayer of^ 

My Lord, 

fiur Excellency* J mofi ohtdient^. 
and mofi bumbie fer<vant^ 

J,ON ATH^ S WIFIW 

LETTER. CXI. 

Dt SwiTT /« Dr Sqbridar*. 

^ilca^ Sept..\i. 1725. 
P you are indeed a diicaided courtier, you have rea- 
fi)n to complain, but none at all to wondei*. You arc 
too young for many experiences to fall in your way, 
yet you have read enough to make you know the nature 
of man. It is fafer for a man's intereft to blafpheme 
God, than to be of a party out of power, or even to be 
thought fb. And fmce the lafl was the cafe, how could 
you imagine, that all months would not be open when 
yo« were received, and in ibme manner preferred by the 
government; tho' in a poor way I 1 tell yon, there is 
Eardlv a Whie in Ireland, who would allow a potato 
and butter-milk to a reputed Tory. Neither is there 
any thing in your countrymen upon this article, more 
. than what is common in all other nations, only quoad 
majus et minus. Too much advertency is not your talent, 
or elfe you had fled from that text, as from a rock f. 
F<y, as Don Quixote faid to Sancho, what bu^efs had 
1 U 3 you 

f Si^HcU^ to the iay is the evil thereof; on which Dr Sheridan 
pry chcd4iiniii parifti church on the i ft of Aoguft. See a vindt- 
cuoa of his Lacclkacy John Lord Carteret, vol. 3. Harwkef, 
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you to rpeak of a halter, in a family where one of it was 
hanged ? And your ipnocence is a protection that wife 
men are afhamed to rely on, further than with God. Jt 
is indeed againil common fenfe, to think, that you ihould 
chufe fuch a time when you had received a favour from 
the Lord Lieutenant, and had reafon to expefl more, to 
difcover your difloyalty in the pulpit. But what will 
that avail ? Therefore iit down and be quiet, and mind 
your bufineis as you fhould do, and contradl your friend' 
fhips, and cxped no more from man than fuch an ani- 
mal is capable of; and you will every day find my dc- 
icription of Yahoos more refembling. You (hould think 
and deal with every man as a villain, without calling 
him fo, or flying from him, or valuing him lefs. This- 
is an old true Iciibn. You belipve every one will acquit 
you of any regard to temporal interefl ; and how came 
you to claim an exception from all mankind ? I believe 
ou value )'our temporal intereft as much as any body, 
>ut you have not the arts of purfuing it. You are milla- 
ken. Domellic evils are no more within a man than 
ethers ; and he who cannot bear up agaihjl the firft, 
will Knk under the fecond ; and, in my conicience, I be- 
lieve this is your cafe ; for being of a weak conftilution, 
in an employment precarious and tirefome, loaden with 
children, er^m uxore neque leni neque commo{ia, a man of 
intent and abftrafled thinking, inflaved by mathematics 
and complaint of the world, this new weight of party- 
malice hath (iruck you down, like a feather on a horfe's 
back, already loaden as fer as he is able to bear. Yoo 
caught to change th^ apoi^k's expreiSon, and (ay, I will 
ftrive to learn in whatever ftate, ire, 

I wrH bear none of your vifions : you fhall live at 
Qul!ca but three fortnights and a month in the year; 
perhaps not fo much. You fhall make no estertainments 
but what are neceflary to your inferefts ; for your true 
friends would rather fee you over a piece of mutton and 
a botrle once a-qulbrter. You fliall be merry at the jjxj- 
petM:e of others ; you fliall take care of your health, fed 
go early to bed, and not read late at night ; and laflgh 
with all men, without trufting any ; aad tj^n a fig for 
the contrivers of your ruin, who now have^crj furl" 
thoughts than to ftop your progress, which perhaps 
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msy not coopsi^, nr.leis I un deceived more than is a« 
fuaj. All dxi* yoa %ill do, ^^ ri.-?/ irfi/u, and not dream 
of printfn? ycjr frrmon, whxh is a projcfJ> aboundinj; 
with objeiticn; ima&fwerabley and with which I coiilit 
fill this letter. Yoa fay nothing of having preached be- 
fore the Lord Lieutenant, rtor whether he is altered to- 
wards yoa ; for you fpeak nothing but general. You 
think all the world has now nothing to do, but to pull 
^rlr Sheridan down; whereas it is nothing but .1 fl.i}) m 
yoar turn, and away. Lord Oxford faid once to n»c on 
an occaiioDy Thefe fools, becaufe they hi'ar a noife 
about their ears of their own making, think the wholij 
world is full of it.— When I come to town, wc will 
change all this fccne, and a6^ like men of the wotlJ. 
Grow rich, and you will have no enemies. Go fome- 
times to the caflle; keep faft Mr Tickell and Balagucr f; 
frequent thofe on the ri^ht fide, friends to the prcfent 
powers ; drop thofe who are loud on the wrong party > 
becaufe they kno\¥ they can fuiFer aotbing by it. 



LETTER CXIL 
Dr Swift to Z)r Shbridan. 

£>uiica, Sfpt, 19. 172^. 

WE have prevailed with Nieal, in fpite of his har- 
veft, to carry up Mifs, with your dire^ions ; and 
It is high time, for (he was run almoft wild, tho' w« 
have fomething civilized her fince Ihc came among us, 
You are too flicrt in cirtunUlances. I did not hear ycui 
was forbid preachinjr. Have you fccn my Lonl } Who 
forbad you to preach .* Arc you no longer cha; lain ? 
Do you never go to the caftle ? Are you certain of the 
accufer, that it is Tigh ? Do you tliiiik my Lord'adls 
thus, becaufe he ffar*? it would breed ill humour, if he 
' ^.ould openly favour one who is looked on as of a dif^ 
Cerent party } I thiiik that ia too mean for hini» I do 
l^ot much difapprove your letter^ bat I think iC a wron( 

J f Private fecrctary to his Exeelleiicj tt^ Im^ 
^licuicnunt of ircUad. Dub* idii. 
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nethod. Pray read over the inclofed twice ; and if yoa 
do not diilike it, let it be fent (not by a fervant of yours, 
nor from you) to Mr Tickell. There the cafe is dated 
as well as I could do it in generals, for want of know» 
iiig particulars. 'When I come to town, I fhall fee the 
Lord Lieutenant, and be as free with him as poflible. 
In the mean time, I believe it may keep cdd ; however 
advife with Mr Tkkell and Mr Balaguer. I fhould 
Ikncy, that the Biihop of Limerickf could eafily fatisfy 
his Excellency, and that my Lord Lieutenant believes 
no more of your p^uilt than I : and therefore it can be 
nothing but to fatisfy the noife of party at this jundure 
that he adb as he does ; and if fo, (as I am confident it 
is), the effedt will ceafe with the cauie. But, without 
doubt, Tigh and others have dinned the words Tory and 
Jacobite into his Excellency's ears, and therefore your 
text, &r. was only made ufe of as an opportunity. 

Upon the whole matter, you are no l<^er, but at leaft 
liave got fome thing. Therefore be not like him who 
hanged himfelf, becaufe going into a gaming-houfe, and 
winning ten thoufand pounds, he loft five thoufand of it^ 
and came away with only half his winnings. When my 
Lord is in London, we may clear a way to him to do« 
you another job, and you are young enough to wait- 

We fet out to Dublin on Monday the 5 th of Odtober, 
and hope to fup at the deanery the next night ; where 
yon will come to us. if you are not already engaged. 

I am grown a bad bailiff towards the end of my fcr» 
Yice. Your hay is well brought in> and better flacked 
than ufual. All here are well. 

I know not what you mean by my having fome fport 
fi)on ; I hope it is no fport that will vex me. 

Prat do not forget to feal the incloled before yott 
fend it. 

I fend you back your letter to the Lord Lieutenant. 



LET 

t Dr Wimam Burftow. ^ 
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LETTER CXni. 
Dr Swift /• Dr Sheridak. 

^ilcoy Sept 25. ryrt;. 

YOur confDfion hindered yov from giving any ration- 
al accoant of your diflrefs, till this laft letter ; 
and therein you are imperfed enough. However, with 
nuch ado we have now a tolerable underfbmding hovM 
things fland. We had a paper fent inclofed, fublcribed 
by Mr Ford, as we fuppofe : it is in print, and we all 
^prove it ; and this 1 fuppofe is the fport I was to ex- 
pert. I do think it is agreed, that all animals fight 
with the weapons natural to them, (which is a new and 
wife remark out of my own head); and the devil^ take 
that animal who will not offend his enemy, when he 
is provoked, with his proper weapon ; and tho* your old 
dull horde little values the blows 1 give him wim the butt 
end of my flick, yet I (Irick on, and make him wince 

^tn fpite of his dulnefs ; and he fhall not fail of them 
while I am here ; and T hope you will do fo too to the 
bead who. has kicked againil you, and try how far his 
kiieniibillty will proted him ; and you fhall have help, 
and he will be vexed ; for fo 1 found your horfe this day, 
tho* he would not move the fafter. I will kill that flea 
or loofe which bites me, tho' 1 get no honour by it, 

LaiaUiri ab iis^ quos cmnes laudant^ is a maxim $ and 
the contrary is equally true. Thank you for tlte offc/ 
of your mare ; and how a pox could you come without 
bcr ? They pul!ed off hers and your horft's (hoes for 
fear of being rode, and then thev rode them without 
fiioes, and fb I was forced to ihoe them a^aiu. All 
the fellows here would be Tighs. iftheywrrc but pri- 
vy counitrllors You wiil never be at eafe for your 

Mriend £ horfei or \our own. till you have walUd in a 

vark of twenty aciti., which 1 would have douc iivxt 
fprirg. 

Voj^ay not a word of th** Irtter J ituX you for Mr 

^TickeO, wixK'^iti ycu fcLt it i iisi or no \ ai<d }et tf wa* 
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very materiil that I (honld know it. The two devils eS 
inadvertency and forgetfbloe(s have got fail hold on yon. 
J think you need not quit his and Balagoer's company, 
for the reafon I mentioned in that letter ; oecaafe they are 
above fufpicions, as nubi^gijfmi and unfufpecii^imi » When 
the Lord Lieutenant goes foi' England, I have a method 
€0 fet you right with him, I hope; as I will tell you when I 
come to town, if I do not Sheridan it. I mean forget it. 
I did a Sheridanifm ; I told you I had loft your letter 
ndofed, which you intended to Lord Carteret^ and yet 
1 have it fafle here. 



LETTER CXIV. 

A» €mpw9r to Lord Palmerston^s civil polUe Itttif, 
[So indor(ed.] 

7M>LoRD, 7*«. 31. 1725-6. 

IDefxre you will give yourfelf the laft trouble I ftaSL 
ever put you to. I do* entirely acquit yoit of any iuf 
jury or injuftice done to Mr Curtisf ; and if you had 
fead that pa&ge in my letter a fecond time, you could 
not poflibly have fo ill underftpod me. The injury and 
injuftice the young man received were from thoie who, 
claiming a title to his chambers, took away his key ; 
and reviled and threatened to beat him ; with a great 
deal of the like monftrous condu^ : whereupon, at his 
requeft. I laid the cafe before you||, as it appeared to 
me. And it would have been very ftrange, if on ac- 
count of a trifle, and of a perfon for whom I have no 
concern further than as he was once employed by me, 
on the charafler he bears of piety and learning, I ihould 
charge you with injury and injuftice to hiip, when I 

know^ 



f A refiilent 1 



mtftcr n Trinity coIle^M, whom the Dean mad/ 
one of the four minor canons of St Patrick's cathedral. Duh, ediU 
fl Lord Vifcount Palmerfton (nephew to Sr WilUam|g€mplc) 
hath a right to beftow two liandlbme chambers in the unive2fity oi& 
Dublin upon (uch fbdents as he and his heirs (hall tliink properA 
oa account of the benefa^ons of vUisfuiuly towards the collefe-\ 
baiJdingg. Duk. cSi, ^ 



Ilmow from himklfzad MrRcadicgt ^^ fCM vrcfc oot 

miWerable for either. 

As you lUte tlie cafe of tenant at will, T fulty agrte 
thai no bw can compel you i lur law was not ai all ia 
in)' thotighii. 

Naw, my Lor-J^ if wh^ T writ of Id jury and injoftice 
vere who'' '^ term:; to ob€ or two 

of chc ccii ...^ . . ..; names were below my re* 

mrmbrance ; yoa v^iii conhder how f cqM drrerve aa 
mnfAcr in every line full of foul infmuation?, open rr- 
proachej* j<?HitJg flirts, an4 conmmelious terms; and 
wliai titic you d'izm to give jne fuch trealmcnt. J owo 
my obiigatioo to Sir Williain Temp ef, for recommend- 
lug mc 10 live late Kingj alcbo without fiiccefs ; and 
fo^ hh cJi.iiccof a*c to tike care of his pofthumom wrt- 
•;„.,. jjji [ hOfC you will not cha ge nij facing in his 
u an obligatioti ; for I wm educated lo licttepur* 
jiQir, jf ' had L'hfifen his botife on any other motives, 
tikan the bcneht uf hi& convtrfaiion ami advice» and the 
op()attynIty of purfuW my lludies. For being horn to 
no ^rtime, 1 wa- at hw death ii^ much tofeek it as ever: 
suad pcrhapiyou will allow, that I was of iorac iife to 
kirn- Thi> i wjH venture to fay, that in the ttrae when 
I had fome iittk credit I did fifty time^ more for Mif 
people, fmm wliotn I never received the leall fctvice of 
aiiiUnc^; uld not be pleafcd to ii^ar a relMion 

of mioe I ^ . [ig them with ingiatitude^ aliho' 

numy of thcin wtU deferve it* For thanks to party, I 
have mrt in both kingdoms with ingraritodc enough* 

h I have been iUinrortncd, you have not been much 
better, that 1 dt^Jun^m ^/rut te^urd t& yuur J amity j for 
fa you ejcprc^ yourfclf, I never had occidion or oppor* 

tnnity 

f Afrcr Mf Swift Vh the wmvfHjry of Dtthliot Sir WiUtani 

•^Irjohn Ten ;' " /^ . r V -,'-'. Tre- 
iig i!ic rarii r f0 

ifion;nJi k 

iw tkr, ■l>rf ?ic Itii tciired frufii ^^ul't t \M 

'■■t^. ri^it — 1 l»ctc i* itoi i\>v \*Ai\ ■ 
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Cunity to make ufe of any fuch words. The lad tkne I 
faw you in London, was the laft intercourfe that I re- 
member to have had with your family. But having al- 
ways trufted to tny own innocence, 1 was never inquiiitive 
to know my accufers. When I mentioned my lofs o^ 
intereft with you, I did it witt concern ; and I had no 
refentment ; becaufe { fuppofed it to arife only from dif- 
ferent fentiments in public matters. 

Mv Lord, if my letter were polite^ it was againft my 
intention, and I intreat your pardon for it. If I have 
•iw'/, I will keep it to (hew when I am angry ; which at 
prefent I am not : becaufe altho' nothing can excufe 
tho(e intemperate words your pen hath let fall, yet I 
(hall give allowance to a haily perfon^ hurried on by a 
miftake beyond all rules of decency. If a firil minifter 
of date had ufed me as you have done, he fhould have 
heard from me in another ftyle ; becaufe, in that cafe, 
retaliating would be thought a mark of courage. But 
as your Lordfliip is not in a fituation to do me good, nor, 
I am fure, of a difpofition to do me mifchief ; fo I ihould 
lofe the merit of being bold, becaufe I incurred no danger. 

In this point alone we ^re exactly equal ; but in wit 
and politenefs I am as ready to yield to you, as in titles 
and eilate. 

I have found out one fecret ; that altho' you call roe 
a great 'wit, you do not think me fo ; otherwife yoo 
would have been cautious to have writ me fuch a letter. 

You conclude with faying, you are ready to aflc par- 
don where you have offended. ' Of this I acquit you, be- 
caufe I have not taken the offence ; but whether you will 
acquit yourfelf, muff be left to your confcience and ho- 
nour. 

I have formerly, upon occafions, been your humble 
fervant in Irelana, and fliould not refufe to be fo ftill; 
but you have fo uftful and excellent a friend in Mr Read- 
ing that you need no other; and I hope my good opi- 
nion of him will not leffen yours. I am, i 

Mj Lord, 

Thur mofi hurnhh Myan^^ 

Jon. Swift, v 
LE T> 
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LETTER c?a^ 

Dr Swift ts Dr StifRiDAii. 

T Have had two montlis of great unea^nefSi at \\& 111 
J account of Mrs Johafoa's ht^lth ; and as it h sifual, 
feared the worfl tliat was poffible, and doubted aO the 
good accounts that were feut me* I pray God, her dan- 
ger may warn her, to be lefs wilful, and more ready m 
hX\ into th ofs meafures that her friends and phyftdans 
ii • " ' fo, I had a letter two days ago from Arch- 
^i ill, dated iix days before yours, wherein he 

g better account than you do ; and therefore I 

:^ 1 ihe hith not mended iince ; and yet he fays* 

he isn mmj}ij seU mcfl^e h na^w much ^eftff. Pray thank 
the Archdeacon, and tell him you are to have a ihare 
ir» this letter ; and therefore I will fave him the trouble 
of another Tell him alfo, that I never afked for my 
1000 L which he hears I have got; tlio* f mentioned 
n to the Princefs the lafl: time I faw her ; but I bid her 
tetl W^lpole t, I fcorn to aOc him for it. But blot oat 
this paf!kge» and mention it to no one esfcept the ladies; 
bccaufe I know Mrs J^hnfon would be pleafed with i^ 
auid I will not write to them till I hear from tliem ; there- 
fore thi* letter i* theirs as well as yours. The Arch* 
deacon further fayt, that Mrs Johnfon has not tailed 
daret for fcveral months , but once at his houfc. This 
J djflikc. I cannot tell who is the fourth of your friendly 
gnlcfs it be yourfclf* I am forry for your new laborioat 
Jludiejii but the hcH of it Is, they will n^t be your own 
another day* I thank yon for your new ftyle, itnd moil: 
ofcful tjuotattions* I am only concerncdt that aJtho' yon 
get the t^r^rr 0/ tiff ^stiff, you will nr-vcr get the 
gnje of the tovvn ; Imt dk plain ^ or Tern ^ 

j3ae», t»ci auf. it u a fyllaWc Ihotiti lor* How* 

VoJV, X tvtr. 



1 _ I of the IVi-aftiry, mJ Chiineelli*r fif the Ejt- 

Che^fi* Ik likii at Ftt^rnary 17^^ lu \hc liU ^^u ^ Wk^ 
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ever, T will give it you at length in the fuperfcription ; 
and people will (6 wonder how the news could come 
and return fo quick to and from England, efpedally if 
the wind be fair when the packet goes over ; and let me 
warn you to be very careful in fending for your letters 
two days after the commencement. You lofl one poft 
by my being out of town i foi- I came hither to-day, 
and fkall flay three or four upon fome bufinefs ; and then 
go back to Mr Pope's, and there continue till Auguft, 
and then come to town, till I begin my journey to Ire- 
land, which I propofe the middle of Auguft. My old 
fervant Archy is here ruined and ftarving, and has pur- 
fued me, and wrote me a letter ; tut I have refufed to 
fee him. Our friend at the cafile writ to me two months 
ago, to have a fight of thofe papers, ^r, of which i 
brought away a copy. I have anfwered him, that what- 
ever papers I have, are conveyed from one place to an- 
other, thro' nine or ten hands, and that I have the 
key. If he fhould mention any thing of papers in gene* 
ral, either to you or the ladies, and that you can bring 
it in, I would have you and them to confirm the iame 
ftory, and laugh at my humour in it, iffc. My fsrvkt 
toDr Delany, Dr Heliham, the Grattons, and Jackfoos. 
There is not fo defpifed a creature here as your friend, 
with the foft verfes on children. I heartily pity him.— 
This is the iirft time I was ever weary of England, and 
longed to be in Ireland ; but it is becaufe go I moft; 
fgrl do not love Ireland better,, nor England, as Eng- 
land, worfe. In fhort, you all live in. a wretched, dirty 
dog-hole and prifon ; but it is a place good enough to 
die in. I can tell you one thing, that I have had the 
fairefl offer made me of a fetdement here that one can 
imagine, which, if I were ten years younger, I would 
gladly accept, within twelve miles of London, and in 
the midH of my friends. But I am too old for new 
fchemes, and efpecially fuch as would bridle me in my 
freedoms and liberalities. But fo it is, that 1 muft C)e 
forced to get home, partly by Health, and partly by foife. 
I have indeed one temptation for ' this winter, much 
ftronger, which is, of a fine houfe, and garden^Mnd park, 
and wine-cellar in France, to paia away wimer it ; 
aiul if Mrs JohaJLOii weie uot fo out of order, I woo^ 




*cpt of It li and r m\h fhe could go to Mont* 
peilier at ihc (mmc timt* You fee 1 am grown viiioiiar)^^ 
^nd therefore it Is time to have done. A4i€y, 



LETTER CXVI. 
Dr SwjrT i9 Dr 8hirji>an% 

I Have jrours juft now of the 19:!] ; and tlie account 
you give me, is nothitig but what J have fome time 
expected with the utmoft agonies ; ajid tfaere is one 
aggfiirsnon of conjb'aint, that where I am, J am forced 
to put Oil an cjtfy coutitenance, Jt was at this ditie cheu 
bHl office your firiendHifp coiild do^ not to deceive me. 
I wai violent] y bent ajj laft year, as I believe yoa re* 
jDcmber, that fhe /liould go to Montpellie/, or mth, or 
Tun bridge- I mtreated, if there was no amendmetit, 
they jojgbt both come to London^ Hut there was a h^ 
talityi aliho' J rn<!ced Mnk her llamim« cfiuM aot bit 
much longer, when ^ faw fhccould take no no yrifh merit. 
I look upon thii to be ilie grcateil event that can ever 
happen tn me ; b»ji all mv prepara titans mil net fiif- 
fice to make 01c bcAr it like a phrio{bpher» nor alto- 
gether tike a Chriftiati, There hath been thr moft mti- 
m^itr friendnitp between us fmm hrt chikihood ; and 
the gr<3tei\ mtfii dn her fidc^ that tver wa* in one hu- 
man creature towafds another. — —Nay, if I were now 
»eAr htr^ Y would not fee her ; I could not beiiave my* 
Ittf tolerably, and thould redouble her forrow-^ — — jkidge 
id what a tempter of mirjd J write tliis. — The vciy 
itme i am writing, I conclude the fairefl foal in the world 

hath Id't its body," Confitfion ! that I am ihit mo* 

isient aUWd do wo to a vifitor^ when I am in the <o«n* 
4ud nm in my power to ^vixy myfclf, — -- I have 
ery CO nil mined boar, and now rriurn 10 Cw I 
whai. I have bern long W4ary of ii»e wrirld^ 
X % find 






n.itti rfrir Dean ^fftn4 a vtftftr wlih 
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and (hall, hr my finall remainder of years, be weary i 
life ; having for ever lolt that converfation ^hich ceald 
only laake it tolerable. — I fear while you are re^dkg 
this, ^'oa will be fhedding tears at her fynertl. She 
loved you well, and a great fhare of the litlk mtnt I 
hiiv^e with you, is owing lo her folkitatioii^ 
I writ to you aboiit a week ago ;t« 



LETTER CXVU. 



THb goes by a private hand ; for my writiog is to^ 
much known, and my letteri* often Hopt and o- 
pened. I Kad yours of the 4th mflant ; and it is the 
only one I have received out of Ireland, /ince 1 left ytwr, 
I hardly ihought our friend would be in danger by a ^A* 
I am of opinion Ihe (hotjld be generally in the countrjf, 

and only now and then vifit the town. We arc here 

m a ftrange fituation ; a £rm fettled refolntfon to afTailh 
the prefent admrniflration, and break it, if pc»fllble. It 
h certain, that Walpole is peevlfli and difconccrted, 
ftoopi to the vilell ofees of hireling fcoundiels, to m^t 
Billmgrgate of the J owe ft and moft proftitute kind 1 md 
ha4 none but beaHs and blockheads for his perunen, 
whom he pays in ready guineas very liberally, J am m 
high difpleafure with him and his partifaus* A gre4l 
maot who wa* very kiad to mc laft year, doth not take 
the kail notice of me at the Prince's court* and thcjc 
hath net been one of dtcm to fee me, I am advifed by 
all my friends, not to go to Franc e^ (as I ia tended for 
iwo monthe), for fear of their vengeance in a maimer 

which they cannot execute here, 1 reckon there will 

be a warm winter, wherein, my comfort is, I Ihall have 
no concern, I delirc you will read this letter to note 

but our two frienda, and iVir ? ■* His coyfm wnh 

the 

♦ ^&on afle? ihc 4ate t^f thii letter, »hc Draft went t»ark t* 
Ir*:h> d; but Mrs ]f»hn(<in rccovtHu|, a modcrarc ftite nf kralrfi^ he 
Tctmuid again i» Eo^Unithc \sc^vtmffi^<i£ \^^T^e.i\ mj^Ha-uhJ^ 



the red ribband inquired very kindly after htm.^I heir 
no news about your Eifhops, farther than ihiit the Lord 
Licutenaiit Aickles to have ihrm ot hdaiad ; which WaU 

Sole alwayat is averfe horn, but does not think it worth 
h trouble, to exert his credit' on fuch trifles* The dif^- 
puie about a war or no war HiH con tiny es» and I he ma* 
joi- pare inclines Co ihe latter t allho' ten thoufaiid mtn 
are ordered for IJoIland. But thi^ wUl bring iuch an 
addition to our debis> that it will give great advantages ^ 
againll thofe in power, in the next ft'ilkjns. Walpole 
laughs at all thU, hut not io heartily as he ufcd, i hav^ 
&I lafi feen the PrinceTsU twice this week, by her own 
oommandsi She retains her old civility* and I my old 
freedom She charges raev withouc cer&aiony^ to be au- 
thor of a bail bookf , iho' I told her how ^ngty the 
minillry were ^ b^jt ihe affiires me, that both fhe and. 
tli^ p , .,. . were very well pleaied with every par ti-* 
ciiiari but I difowned the whob afair^ as you know S 
very well might ; only gave her leave, Ance fhe liked 
the book, to itippofe whaf nciiiof Che pkaitd — You will 
wonder to Bnd me Tay ib macli of politics |. Imt I kctp 
very bad company, who are ftiE of nothing die. Pray 
be very caf efyl of your charge, or 1 fi^all order my !od^ 
^rs the bulk of their glafei^ and the number of iheLr 
bottlea* — I Hole this time to' write to you, having ver^r 
little [o fpare, 1 go a^ foon aj poHible to the co^miiyi and 
ihall rarely lire tKb lown. 
Mv ii^Tyke to all fricnd^^ 

I'dcfire yon wUl fend me (k% fcfi of the edition of ihe 
Dmpiem, by the £tli convenience of atvy^ friend ox^sie* 
guainuncc that coim:; bi$heT« 

LETTER CXYUI, 

Dr Swif T i0 Dr SuiitOAH. 



. hanJ»M^ Jam 14. If ^7- 

^ Have ftcehred your hJk. with the iDciofed print, I 
6ti\i€ you ^dl let Dr Delany know» that 1 tfaDfiri* 
X3 bed 
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bed the fabfbnce of his letter, and the tranflation of 
what was regillsred ; and added a whole ftate of tbe 
cafe,' and gave it to Mrs Howard, to give to the Prince^ 
from me, and to defire, that, as Chancellor, he woold 
do what he thought mofl fit. I forgot to afk Mn 
Howard f what was done in it, the next time ] hw 
her ; and the day 1 came to town, came the news of tbe 
King st death, of which J Cent particulars the very fame 
day to our friend ; fince then we have been all in a hurry^ 
with millions of ichemes. I deferred ki£ing the King^s 
and Queen's hands till the third day, whenmy fidends 
at court chid me for deferring it fo long* I have been, 
and am £0 extremely bufy, that tho' 1 begin this letter, 
I cannot finifh it till next poft ; for now it is the laft 
moment it can go, and I have much more to iay» 1 
was jull ready to go to France, when the news of the 
Kings death arrived, and I came to town, in order to 
tegin my journey. Bat I was deiived to delay it ; and 
I then determined it a fecond time ; when, upon fome 
new incidents, 1 was with great vehemence diffHaded 
from it, by, certain peribns whom I could not difobey. 
Thus things iUnd with m^. My flomach is pretty good; 
bol. for fome days my head has not been right, yet it is 
what 1 have been formerly ufed to. Here is a ftrangc 
world ; and our friend would reproach me for my fhaxe 
in it. But it ihali be ihort, for I defign foon to retora 
into the country. I am thinking of a chancellor for tbe 
ttniverfity, and have pitched upon one ; but whether he 
will like it, or my word be of any ufe, I know not. Tbe 
talk is now for a moderating fcheme, wherein no body 
fhall be ufed the worfe or better, for being called Whig 
or Tory ; and the King hath received both with great 
equality, (hewing civilities to Several who are openly 
known to be the latter. 1 prevailed with a dozen, that 
we ihould go in a line to kifs the King's and Queen^ 
hands. We have now done with repining, if we (hall 
be uied -well, and not baited as formerly. We all agrfte 

* }?l5 Royal Highncfs George Prince of Wale % Chancellor of 
the univcrfity of Dublin, now King. ^t 

f Afctrwards Countefs of Suffolk. 
4 King George I* He dk^ V^<& ^^« MM* ^ 
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in it ; and if things no not siend, it is not our faults : 
we have made our offers : if otherwife, we are as we 
were. It is agreed the xniniftry will be changed, but 
• the others will have a foft fall ; altho' the King mull 
be exceflive generous, if he forgives the treatment of 
fi)me people. I writ long ago my thoughts to my vice- 
iby, and he may proceed as he (hall be adviied. But if 
the Archbifhop * goes on to proceed to /u6 pafta con^ 
Umptus^ isfc, I would have an appeal at proper time 2 
which, I fuppofe, muft be to delegates, or the crown, I 
know not which. However, I will fpend a hundred oi' 
two pounds rather than be enflaved, or betray a right! 
which I do net value threepence, but my fucce^rs may. 
My fervice to all friends ; and fo thinking I have faid e- 
Bough, 1 bid you farewel heartily, and long to eat of 
your fruit, for I dare eat none here. It hath coft me 
iive (hillings in viduals fince 1 came here, and ten pounds 
to fervants where 1 have dined. I fuppoie my agent f 
in Sheep- iireet takes care and inquires about my new 
agent. 



LETTER CXIX. 
Dr Swift ie Dr Shkridan. 

Ttuickenham^ July l. 1727, 

I Had yours of Jime 22. Yoo complain of not hearing 
from me ; I never was fo conftant a writer. I have 
writ fix times to our friends, and as rtiany to you. Mr 
Pope is reading your Perfius. He is frequently fick, and 
io at this time. He has read it, but you mud wait till 
next letter for hii; judgment. He would know whether 
it is defigned for an elegant tranHatioif. or only to fh<«V 
the meaning. I reckon it an explanation of a difficult 
author, not only for learners, but for thofe alfo who 
^ not expert in Latin, becaufe he is a very dark au« 
tiior. I would not have your book printed entire, till 
I treat with my bookfellcr here for your advantage. 
^ There 

/if Dr Waiiam Kbg. 
t The aev. Mr Jolm Worral. 
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Tlicre h a word fi"««rafjiiflf) which yoa have notexplaia* 
€d, nor the reafon of it. Where )'ou are ignorant « joa 
fiiould confcfs you arc Ignorant. 1 writ to Stella the 

4^Y wc heard the K ^wa^ dead, ^id the drcumftanccs 

<lf iL i hold you a guinea, 1 {hall forget fomediing* 
Worral writ to me lately In adwer, I de0re that 
when tl^e Archbifliop comes to a deicritiination, tJiat an 
appeal be properly lodged^, by which I will elude hiot 
till my recuru^ which will b^ at Michaelmas. I have 
left London, and ilay here a week, and then I fhall go 
thither again ; juft to fiee the Qiieen, and fo come back 
llither. Here are a thouiknd fchetnei wherein they 
would have me engaged ; which 1 embrace but coldly^ 
becauie I Uke none of them 4. I have been thiii ten dayt 
Inclining to my old difeafe of giddinei^^ a Httle tottei<« 
mg. Our friend under lUnds it ; but t grow ^utioiiJi 
ftnd am fome thing better. Cyder, and champagne, anil 
fruit, have been tne caafe. But nc^ I am very rcgulari 
and I eat enoagh. \ look Dr Ddany's paper to tJbe 
King when he was Prince* He and his feaeiary * ais 
diTcontcnted with the Provo£l f ^ hut they find he hat 
law on his iide. The King's death hath broke that 
meafure. I propofed the Prince of W^lei J to be Chan* 
cellor, and 1 believe fo it wilt go Pray copy out the 
verfes 1 writ to Stella on Ker col!e£ting my verfes, an4 
fend them to me; ibr we want ibme> to make our poe- 
Ikal.mifccll any; large enough^ and I am not there to 
pick what fhoutd be added Dire^ them, and afl ocher 
double papers,, to I^td Bathnril, in St Jamei's fquare* 
London. I was i^ a fright aboujt your verfes on SieUa^s 
fickncf^i hut glad when they were a month old. 

DtsiRE our friends to let me know,. what I Ihould buy 
for them here of any kiiui. I had jnil now along letter 
ifr^m Mrs Dingley^ and another from Mr Syogc, Pray 
tell the tatter, that I return him gieat chanki> and will 
leave the vifiting affair to his difcretion. But all the 
lawyers in Europe fhall nevef perfuade me^ that it is if 
the Archbifhop*s power to take orrefufe my proxy( 

when 

• !?3mucl Mollyneviiiiliqj f The Rev. Dr taldwii, 
^ 4 fiedcTkk Ffince of WaUs, tWeft itm of IL. Giropge II i»4m ^ 
died M»ich 20 * t ; s ^' t * 
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when I have the King's leave of ab fence. If he Vc vio- 
lent, I will appeal* and die twD or riiree hundred potjri<39 
poorer, to defend the rights of the Dean> Pray aik Mf 
Sy nge, whether his fenocehio be grown ; it is now fit ta 
eat here, an^ we eat it like ccleiy, either wkh or wiiiv* 
om oili ^r. I dt'fign to pafs my time wholly in the 
country, having fome bufmefs lo do and fettle, before I 
kave England far the lat time. I will fond you yr 
"dope's critkifms, aiid^ my own ^ on- yourwofk- fny 
forget nothing of what I define you. Pray God Heft 
you all. If the King had lived but ten days longer, I 
ftn^d be now at Paris* Simpleton ! the Brapiers (hould 
have been fen t unbound J but 'tis no great matter ; rwo 
or three would have been enoygh. I fee Mtn Fad bue 
feldom ; I sever trouble them but when I am fent for, 
5Iie cxpe£^s me foon, and after that perhaps no more 
while I am herCi 1 deiife it may be told, that I never 
go to CO art ■ whicli I mention, bccauf** of a paflage in 
Mn ' t letter. She fpcaks mighty good ihings 

of yo r-rfs. 1 do not want that poem to Stella te 

print it entire* but fomc paflagcs out of it, if thev dc»- 
ftrvc it to lengthen the volume* Read all this letter 
widioat bcfuatioOt aod 1*11 give you a pot of ale. I in.* 
tend to be with yoa at Michaelmas « bu impoi&biliucs. 



LETTER CXX. 
Dr SwifT ia Df SntKftAn, 



Tmikknh^mit Aug. 12. 1717. 

I AM dcvefly 'etught* if erer gentleman was dtyer^f 
caught : for tijrec dayt after I CJunc to town with 
Lofd Ojtford | trom Caribridgefliire, which was ten 
dmyj ago, my <M c zed me, and hath coatmurj 

fVir fixic^ with gfc:,, . =.:.* ; fn th.Lt I iim now deafer 

than 



T^»fli \Ufv * f"«»i of the Dcafl'i, 

4 tfw laic 11^^ t flmwiunMe Ri^ben Hartry, Lor^fllch 

•f EagUAi, created &ul of O1I9N *t^ Monanct by 
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than ever ym knew roe, a^d yet a little lek l %hmk than 
J wafc ydterday ; but, whkli is worfc, abotit four 4m 
»py mv giddmcfs feixed me> and I was fo very iJU that 
yeikrday 1 took a hearty vomit ; and tho* I now totter, 
yet I ihink I am a thought better : but what will be lU 
€vtnt^ I know not. One thiog 1 know, that thefe tic»f 
lits uiib to cot) tin uc &vc ar fix weeks ; and I mn refetve4 
{fit continties, or my giddmcf^j foine days longer^ I witt 
leave this place* and remove to Greenwich, or fomo* 
where near London, ai>d take my con fin Lancelot 19 
be my nurfe. Our frknds know her; it h the CaxM 
with Pat RoIt» Jf my diibrder Ihonld keep mc lo^giir 
than my licence of abfenct lafb, I would have yon get 
Mr Worral to renew it. It will not expire tiJI ^^t 
ibtth or reventh of OQober, and I refolved to begin ^H 
jfOttjmey Sept, 15. Mr Worral will Ire by the flssp^ 
pjy licence, what time the new one Ihould commeiiCft: 
bat he has feven weeks yet to confider ; I only fpeik m 
I line. I am very unea fy here, becaufe fo many of our 
leqtiaintance come to fee us, and I cannot be fecB ; bcv 
fides, Mr pope is too fickly and complaifani t th^i^elmi 
refa!ve to go fomeift'here elfe* This h aUttle unliKky* 
d)" ijizd wilJ- not bear writing long* I want to be it 
home, where I can torn you ouU or iet yen m» m I dmk 
befl. The King and Queen come in two days to our 
neighbourhood f; and there 1 fhall be expc£fced, tod 
cannot go; which however 15 none of my grievances j for 
I had rather beabfrDt, and have now toogood an excufe. 
I believe this giddinefs is the diforder that will at laft gel 
the better of me ; but I had rather it ftotild noe be now; 
and I hope, and believe, it will not, for I am now bettei 
ihaji yefterday»— Since my dinner, my giddinefs 13 
much better, and my deafuefs a hair's breadth not fo ba^* 
If is juH as iifual, wcrQ in the morning and at evening, 
I will be very temperate ; and in the mldii of pcaehea, 
£gGi nefUnns, and mulberries, I touch not a bit. I hope 
I ihall however fet out in the mid ft of September « a&ft[ 
ddigned. This is a long letter for an ill head ; fo 
adieu. My fervice to our two iricnds and all others^ 

^£T- 

f Richmond* t 
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LETTER CXXL 
Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. 

T'Wicketeh4tmt An^, J9. 1727. 

IHave had your letter of the 19th ; and cxpe^l, before 
you read this, to receive another from you, with the 
mod fatal news that can ever come to mc, unlefs I 
fhould be put to death for fome ignominious crime. 1 
continue very ill with my giddinefs and deafnefs, of 
which I had two days intcrmiilion, but fince worfe ; and 
I Ihall be perfedly content, if God Ihall pleaff to call 
me tway at this time. Here is a triple cord of friend* 
Ajp broke, which hath lailcd thirty years ; twi-ntyfour 
of which in Ireland. I beg, if you h:ive nut writ to 
Hie before you get this, to tell me no particulars, but 
the event in general. My weaknefs, my aj>e, my friend- 
fhip, will bear no more. I have metitioned the caiir, us 
well as i knew it, to a ph)fician who ib my fric^iui \ and 
I- find his methods were the fame, air, and exen ife, and 
at laft afles milk. I will tell you fincerely, that if 1 were 
younger, and in health, or in hopes of it, 1 would en- 
dcavour to divert my mind by all mcthodb, in older 10 
pafs my life in quiet ; but I now want only three months 
cf fixt)'. I am ilrcngly vifited with a dilt-afcr, ihat will 
at laft cut me off, if 1 ihould tliis time eicape ; Vi not, 
I have but a poor remainder, and that i'> below any wi/e 
nan's valuing. I ^o rot intend to return to Jrclaiui 
fo fono as I prof ofed ; I would not Lc there in the SKtf 
mjdfl of grief. I defire you will fpcak to Mr Worrai, 
i« T-et anew licer.ce about the beginning cf O'^.i^U-r, 
when my old one as lie v»iil fee by t!;e dktc, fKkiJ ex- 
pire ; but )i t}.2t fatal accidert were i.'/t 10 \i«K\}\*-\\, i 
am not able i-: tr?.\el in my prtiVnt condiuou. Wi,i.i | 
iriend is, in:mrd:a:tjy to leavt this j.'l»<*:, an.d y^ *.jih 
my confm f'.ir a rurietb'jjt fiae milts ff^ni lyjiMon, on 
the c»rher iic« :ctt-ardv the ffra ; and if J tfovi, J wjII 
eiihir yar. zhi-. wmlrrn»-»r SaJ;(l>u'^\-pl<:!: Of 11. y*M.<.r, 
And 'Jj^vi'jzi: 1 defL't l/u V^'wul. i:.ay u.^nt '.i.it. Ji- 
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ccnce run like the former. [To Great Britain, or elfc* 
where, for the recovery of his health.] 

Neither my health nor grief will pernnt me to iay 
more. Your diredlions to Mr Lancelot, at his houfe is 
New Bond ftreet, over againft the crown and cufhion, 
will reach me. Farewel. 

This ftroke was unexpedlcd, and my fears laft year 
were ten times greater f ^ 

LETTER CXXIL 
Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. • 

London, Sept. 2. 1727. 

I Had yoars of the i9thof Augttft, which I anfwcrcd 
the 29th from Twickenham. I came to town on 
the lail day of Auguft, being impatient of Haying there 
longer, where fo much company came to us, while I 
was fo giddy and deaf. I am now got to my coufin 
Lancelot's hoqfe ; where I defirc all letters may be di" 
reded to me. I am ilill in the fame, condition, or ra- 
ther worfe ; for I walk like a drunken man, and am 
deafer than ever you knew me. If I had any tolerable 
health, I would go this moment to Ireland ; yet I think 
I would not, coniidering the news I daily expedt to hear 
from you. I have juft received yours of Auguil 24.;! 
kept it an hour in my pocket, with all the fufpenfe of 
a man who expe£ted to hear the word news that Fortune 
could give him ; and at the fame time was not able to 
hold up my head. Thcfe are the perquifites of living 
long. The laft a£l of life is always a tragedy at beft ; 
but ft is a bitter aggravation, to have one's beft friend 
go before one. I defired in my laft, that you would not 
enlarge upon that event, but tell me the bare fa£l. I 
long knew that our dear friend had not the ftatnina *ui^ 
t^i but my friendfhip could not arm me againft xY^ 
accident, altho' I forefaw it. I have faid enough fa 
my laft letter, which now I fuppofe is with you. I know 
not whether it be an addition to my grief or no. that I 

\ aa 
t Sec letter itC, \ 
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am now extremely ill ; for it would have been a re- 
proach to me to be in perfed health, when fuch a friend 
is defperate. I do profefs, upon my falvation, that the 
diilreffed and defperare condition of our friend makes 
life fo indifferent to me, who, by conrfe of nature, have 
{o little left, that I do not think it worth the tinie to 
Aruggle : yet I (hould think, according to wiiat Lath 
been formerly, that I may happen to overcome ttii prc- 
fent diforder ; and to v/hat sd\antage ? ^^'hy, to fee the 
loft of that perfon for whofe fake only life was worth 
preferving. 1 brought both thofe friends ever *, that 
^e might be happy together as long as God fjiOu!:: ;::C£ft. 
The knot is broken ; and the rcmainir.g per for., y^a 
know, has ill an Ave red the end ; and ti.t c::.*:r, v.'i.o 
is now to be loft, is all that was valuable. V^- fe^retd 
with me, or you are a great hypocrite. Vr'hat Llvc I 
to do in the world ? I never wa/. in fuch agor.ici ti v.l.!:n 
I received your letter, and ha.d it in my pod:tt.— — I 
am able to hold up my forry head no l'jT.gtr -J . 

LETTER CXX'IJI. 
Mr Pope io Dr SniFiyAj;. 

SIR. T^ihn\rn:, S^;'-/; 

I AM both obliged and a!?rmcd Vy \<:\.r !• fr. V."» %.\ 
you mention of a panicuiar fric:*." - • • 
Vol. IV. Y 

• ^T^J Jolinfon and Mrr ^'-''-jj'y. ' 
'Vt'jiliam Temple, at whofc h-.y^K »}-*:•*' 
with them, after he left che t :.:vc::;y ''• } 
tunc? biing not vciv cciifiJ-TL'..!*.. \\*:, *\.-^.: 

in Ireland . /Jf/i . *W/ 'I ! ;. "^ i ■ r.o' ■ : 

III vc, that Stella \va« related ?o D. '/ i^j.r. 

f 'rl»:it iii;icn!oi:: L-^.' I'^r v i. ri '; ' a " ' 
concern litre, an.! ii: -ht p: ." >:'■.;; !• •". - '• 
(o gfitn rilel.jalt J in f! '^ •-I'l ' :' ; " 
ion, wk;, anJ ir.jny vl:tL.f.«i I" . ; 
was near iJyin;-, t!.;it T - -Aa* a? ♦' ' "''""V 
nuiftendeax-mir i.) .r-t I cr rp :?," :: .' ' ■'" 
proaches of death, st il f ' i;- r*; •■ 
»• would be out of brearh Ve'^r*. I ' ;" ' -; 
in a few i#^nthi after the I'l^fc '■f • ' '' •"•" 

Duh. tCi*. >«-»■■ l^cr u.^rii'ti »/• J-" - 

vol. iJ-inJ vol.6, r- 17;. 
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In^ upon the brink of miothrr world, gives me grfit 
pain : for It makes me, in tcndernefs to kim, wiih hiai 
with you ; and at the fame time 1 tear he is not m i 
condition to make the journey. Tho* (to cafe you as 
as I can) his phyfician and fiicnd* Dt Arbutbjjot, 
^'iijTtires me, he will foon be well* At prefent he h vtry 
deaf, and more uneafy than I hoped that complaint alone 
would have made him. 1 apprehend he has written to 
you in a melancholy way ; which has put yoa into a 
greater fright, than (witE God's will) we may have any 
reafan for. He talks of returning to Ireland in 
three weeks, if he recovers ftifiiciently j if not, he will 
ftay here this winter. Upon pretence of fomevcjy im- 
voidable occafions, he went to London four days fince* 
fc^here I (te him as often as he will let me» I was ex* 
nely concerned at his epimistreU in leaving me; IniC 
fte ihall not get rid of the friend, tho' he may of hii 
houfe. I have fuggelUd to him the remedy you men- 
tion ; and I will not leave him a day till I fee him better. 
I wilh you could fee us in England, with cut mauifell ia- 
convenience to yowrfelf ; I ho' 1 heartily hope and he- 
lieve, that our friend will do well, 1 fincerely honour 
you for your warmth of affection, where it i* fo ju% 
merited i and am, both for his fake and your nwfli 
with great elUcm, yours* isc. ~ 

A Pot 



P, S. I have often deiired tlie Dean to make known 
^tc you ray fcnfe of the good opinion you have exr '' ^ 
of me in your letters. I am pleafed to have an 
tunity of thanking: you under my hand'; and 1 delirc yyi* 
to condnue it, to one who is no way irngmtefuL 

L E T* 



4 



•, • Thit letter was pTo!^jf>ly an anfw-er to m»e felt by Pr 

ShmJin to Mr Pnpc. when tif b ft wrote to the ^- - ''^' - 

reiJiHi of his fping to LonJon apprais by ihe tw o 

ttrs; and about the ttme men^iotied in tlik, hcfcn 

Ifdttiid, Mrs Johnfon lanouilhcJ till the iSrh ii 

lawtng* and then died. During her Jkkncfs, he r 

prayers whkfi iiti mediately follow Uils colic^tiQii (^ 

They were origitially printed firom hi* own li*n.^ .. 
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LETTER CXXIV. 
Dr Swift to Mrs Moore. 

Dear Madam, Dtanery-houfe^ Dec, 7. 1727. 

THO* I fee you feldomer than is agreeable to my 
inclinations, yet you have no friend in the world 
that IS more concerned for any thing that can afFed your 
mind, your health, or your fortune. I have alwavs had 
the higheft efleem for your virtue, the greatefl value for 
your convcrfatlon, and the trueft affeftion for your per- 
fon ; and therefore cannot but heartily condole witb 
yon for the lofs of fo amiable, and (what is more) fo fa- 
vourite a child. Thefe are the neceflary confequences 
of too ftrong attachments, by which we are grieving^ 
onrfelves with the death of thofe we love ; as we mult 
one day grieve thofe who love us, with the death of 
ourfelves. For life is a tragedy, wherein we fit as fpec- 
tators a while, and then aft our own part in it.^ Self- 
fove, as it is the motive to all our actions, fo it is the fole 
caufe of our grief. The dear perfon you lament, is by 
no means an objeft of pity, either in a moral or religious- . 
fenfe. Philofophy always taught men to defpi(e life,, 
as a mod contemptible thing in itfelf ; and religion re- 
gards it only as a preparation^for a better ; which you 
are taught to be certain that (b innocent a perfon is- 
now in poffefGon of ; fo that fhe is an immenfe gainer,, 
and you and her friends the only lofcrs.. Now, under 
misfortunes of this kind, I know no coniblation more 
efTeflual to a reafonable pcrfoa, than to refieft rather 
upon what is left, than what is loft. She was neither 
an only child, nor an only daughter- You. have three 
children left; one of them of an age to be ufcful to hi» 
family •, and the two others as promifing as can bc- 
cxpcited from their age : fo that, according to the ge- 
nenf difpen rations of God almighty, you have fmall 
reafon to repine upon thai article of life. And rcligioir 
will tell you, that the true way to prefervc tliem is,, not 

9 y 2 toi 
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to fix any of them too deep in your heart ; which is a 
weaknefs that God feldom leaves long unpuniftied ; com- 
mon obfervation fliewing us, that fuch favourite chil- 
dren are cither fpoilcd by their parents indulgence, or 
foon taken out of the world ; which laft is, generally 
fpeaking, the lighter punifhment of the two. 

God, in his wifdom, hath been pleafed to load our de- 
clining years with many fufferings, with difeafes, and de- 
cays of nature, with the death of many friends, and the 
ingratitude of more ; fometimes with the loft or dimi- 
xitttion of our fortunes, when our infirmities moft need 
them ; often witji contempt from the world, and always 
with negleft from it ; with the death of our moft 
hopeful or ufeful children ; with a want of relifh for aH 
woildly enjoyments ; with a general diffike of perfons 
, and things : and tho* all thefe are \try natural effcfts of 
incieafing years, yet they were intended by the author 
of our being, to wean us gradually from our fondneis 
of life, the nearer we approach towards the end of it. 
And this is the ufe you are to make, in prudence as 
well as in confcience, of all the afflidlions you have hi- 
therto undergone, as well as of thofe which, in the 
courfe of nature and providence, you have reaibn to ex- 
pert. May God, who hath endued you with (b mant 
virtues, add Hrength of mind, and reliance upon hit 
mercy, in proportion to your prefent fuffferings, as well 
as thoie he may think fit to try you with, thro* the re- 
mainder of your life 

I fear my prefent ill difpofition, both of health and 
mind *, has made me but a forry comforter : however, 
It will (hew, that no circumilance of life can put you out 
of my mind ; and that I am, with die^ trueft refpc£l„ 
<ileem, and friendiliip. 

Dear Madam, 
Tour moft obedient^ 

ond moft bumble fer*vant^ 

J O N A T H. S W Z P T; 

LET. 

* ft was written little nore than a month beViv Wix 
JohnCon^s' death, aa erexit vibicK. was theji. almoft. <n^ly cx^ 
pcacd. Ha-wktf, ^ 
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LETTER CXXV. 
Dr S7/iFT to Dr Sheridan. 

Market- hill*, Aug 2. 1728". 

OUR friends' here, as well as myfelf, were fadly diA 
appointed upon hearing the- account of your jour^ 
ncy. No body in town or country, as we were inform- 
ed, knew where you- were : but 1 pcjifuaded our family; 
that you were certainly in a way of making. yourftlf 
eafy, and had got that livmg- you mentioned > and ac- 
cordingly we were grieved and rejoiced at tKelols and 
iettlement of a friend : but it never entered into our 
heads, that you were bellowing forty days in feveral 
ftages between conflable and conllable, without any 
real benefit to * yourfelf, further than of exercife ; and 
we wifhed, that no body fhould have had the benefit 
of your long abfence from your fShool" but yourfelf, 
by a good living, or we by your good company ; much 

Icfs that the pleafiire of fpighting T had been. } our 

great motive. 1 heartily wilh you were fettled at Ha- 
milton's Bawn ; and 1 would be apt to advife you. not 
to quit your thoughts that way, if the matter may he 
brought to bear ; for by a letter I juft received from the 
Biihop of Cork, which wr»s fnort and dry, wiih tha 
ftale excufe of pre-cngagcments, 1 doubt you can hope 

nothing from him. As to uhat you call my exercife, 

.1' have long quitted it. It gave me too much con- 
firaint, and the world does nor dcicrve it. We may 
keep it cold, till the- middle of winter; 

As to WTi return, there are many fpcculations. \ am 
well here, and hatt? reir.ovirii. \dy kheme was, that 
you fhould come hither, a^ you fay and I return with 
you in your chaife^ >:r Arthur o-i hearing your leiteri 
prcffcd me to llay longer I am a vtry b:.ify man, fuch 
as at Quilca, vxiich you v.ill knwvv when y(\i couic : 
yet r would contrive to be prcfTed more to lUy till 
Chrilblias, and then you may contrive to be here aeain. 



J 



ic teat of Sir Arthur Aohcfon. 
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and take me back with you time enough for my own 
vifitation : and my reafon of ftaying is, to be here the 
planting and pruning time, inrc, J hate Dublin, and love 
the retirement here, and the civility of my hofts. This 
is my ilate, and humour upon it, and accordingly yoa 
are to manage my fcheme. However, I would have yoa 
keep your vacation of September here ; and let Mrs 
Brent fend me a dozen guineas (half of them half-gui- 
neas) by you, and a periwig, and a new riding- gown 
and cailbck, and whatever elfe 1 may want by a longer 
abfence, provided you will refolve and fwear that Khali 
itay. 

1 had all Mrs Brent's packets by Mr Little. My fer- 
vice to Mrs Dingley. I cannot 4y that I have more to 
iay, than to fay that I am, i^c. 

LETTER CXXVL 
Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. 

* Sepi. 18. 1728. 

MY continuance here is owing partly to indolence^ 
and partly to my hatred to Dublin. I am in a 
middling way, between healthy and fick, hardly ever 
without a little giddinefs or deafnefs, and tbmetimcs • 
both. So much for that. As to what you call mylefTon, 
I told you I would think no more of it ; neither do 1 
«)nceive the world defervcs fo much trouble from yoa 
or me. I think the foiferings of the country for want 
of filver, deferves a paper f. ?mce the remedy is fo cafy, 
and thoic in power fo negligent. I had fome other fub- 
jedts in my thoughts ; but truly I am taken up fo much 
with long lampoons on a perfbn who owns you for a 
back, that I have no time for any thing elfe ; and if I 
do not produce one every now and then, of about two 
hundrtd lines, 1 am chid for my idlenefs« and threatened 
with you. I deiire yon will Hep to the deanery, fpeak 

to 



• This ftioti?d alfo he dated from Market hill, 
•h In the rrtellii>enrrr, the 19th number of which ij 
fubjc6k. Sec it in vol. ^« Haiu&ff* 
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to Mrs Brent *, bid her open the middle great drawer 
i>f Ridgeway's fcratoire in my clofet/and then do you 
take out from thence, the hidory f in folio, marble co- 
ircr ; and two thin folio's fairly writ. I forget the titles, 
but you have read them. One is an account of the pro- 
ceedings of Lord Oxford's miniftry, and the other % to 
the fame purpoie. There are foul copies of both in the 
fame drawer ; but do you take out the fair ones, not in 
my hand. Let them be packed up, and brought hither 
by the bearer. My Lady is perpetually quarrelling with 
Sir Arthur and me, and (hews every creature the libels 
I have writ againft her ||. 

Mr WorraJ ient me the particulars of the havock 
made in Naboth's vineyard ''. — The d— burft, &r, 

r think Lady Dun's burning would be an admirable fub- 
|e6l. to (hew how hateful an animal a human creature is,. 
that is known to have never done any good : the rab- 
ble all rejoicing, &c. which they would not have done 
at any misfortune to a man known to be charitable. 

I wifh you could get in with the Primate, on the ac- 
count of fome difcourfe about you here to-day with 
Whaley and Walmfley. Whaley goes to Dublin on 
Monday next, in order for England. I would have you 
fee him. 1 fancy you may do fome good with the Pri- 
mate, as to the fiHl good vacant fchool, if you wheedle 
him, and talk a little Whiggifiily. 

LETTER CXXVIL 
Mr Pope to Dr Sheridan. 

T Thank you kindly for your news of the Dean of St 
-■" Patrick's, for your Perfius, for every thing in your 

letter. 

• The Dc-jn';; houfckeepfr. 

■f Hillory of the peace of Utrecht. 

\ The Ihfe of aflairs in 1714. See it in vol. %. 

n See llitntlUms Bavin; or ^ Tht grand quejUon dehateS, m 
vol. tf. 

••A field not far from the deanery- houfc, which Dr SwHt 
Jnclolcj^at a ^reat expence, with a fine Hone wall lined with 
kick; '^aiiiil which he plaotcd vines, and the bed diofcn fmit- 
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letter. I will uie my warmeft endeavours to ierve Dr 
Whaley *. Befides his own merit, the demerit of his 
antagonifl goes into the fcale. and the Dean tells me he 
is acoadjutant of that fool S medley f You mud have feen, 
but you cannot have read, what he has lately publilhed 
againil our friend and me The only pltafure a bad 
writer can give me, he has given that "of being abufed 
with my betters and my friends.. I am much pleafed 
with moll of the lnt<Hligenccrs I ; but 1 am a little pi- 
qued at the author of them, for not once doing me the 
honour of a mention upon fo honotsiraWc an- occafion as 
being flandcred by the dunces, together with my friend 
the Dean, who ia properly the author of the Dunciad. 
It had never been writ but at his requeft, and for hi? 
dcafnefs || : for had he been able to converfe with me, 
do you think I had amufed my time fo ill ? F will not. 
trouble you with amendments to fo imperfeft an edition 
as is now publifned : you'll foon fee a better, with a full 
and true commentary, feiting all miftakes right, and* 
branding none but our own cattle. Some very good 
epigrams on the gentlemen of the Dunciad, have becnr 
fcnt me from Oxford, and others of the London au- 
thors. If I had an amanuenfis. (which is a thinii neither 
1 nor my common tritlcs are worth), you fhouM have 
them with this. If your univerfity or town have pro- 
duced any on this fubje6l, pray fend them me, or keep 
them at leall toi^eihcr, for another day they may all meet. • 
I have writ to the Dean jull now by IVlr Elrington, 
who charcres himiclf with this ; and have infer ted a hint 
er two of h'a librlling the Lady of the family ; in as in- 
nocent a miintii^r as he does it, he will hardly fufped I 
liad any informailon of it. 

Tno! 

tret s, for the benefit of the Dean of St Patrick's for the time 
being. 

♦ An eminent clergyman of the. dioceft of Armagh 

f Dean of I ernes. Sec j'Jn exc client new ballad ^ &c. n 
V9I. 6. 

\ Tho' this letter is not dated, it appears, by the mentioi) 
here maJe o\ ' .c Inielligcncers, to be written in i7»8; and by 
tkc Dean's libelling the lady, to be while he was at Sir Arthur's,. 
where he wrote Hamilton's Bawn. | 

y See thi^ compliment elegantly returned in a poem v^drcl^ 
ibl to Air Pope, vol, 6,. 
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Tho* I am a very ill correfpondent, T fliall at a)I 
times be glad to have the favour of a line from you* 
My eye-iight is bad, my head often in pain, my time 
ftrangcly taken up. Were I my own mafter (which I 
thank God I yet am in all points but one, where huma- 
nity only conilrains me), I would infallibly fee Ireland 
before I die. But whether that, or many other of my 
little, tho* warm defigns, wiU ever take eSe&, 

Caliginofa noQt f remit Deus ! 
I am (where-ever I am) the Dean*s and the Deaivs 
fiiends, and confequently f^thfully, 

SIR, 

Tour affeBionate f truant ^ 

A. Pope. 



LETTER CXXVm. 

Lr Swift to Dr Sheridan. 

Dublin , March zj, 1 733. 
T Received your letter with fome pleafure, and a good 
•■■ deal of concern. The condition you are in requires 
the greateft haile hither, altho' your fchool did not ; 
and when you arrive, I v. ill force Dr Helfham • to fee 
and diredl you. Your fcheme of riding and country-air. 
yoo find, hath not anfwered ; and therefore you have no- 
thing to truft to, but the affiftance of a friendly, ikilftil 
do£lor. For whether they can do any good or no, it is 
all we have for it ; and you cannot afford to die at pre- 
lent, becaufe the public, and all your family, have oc* 
cafion for you. Biefides, 1 do not like the place you are 
in t, from your account, fince you fay people are dying 
there fo faft. You cannot afford to lofe daily blood 1 
but .1 fuppofe yott are no more regular than you have 

been 

• A rcry eminent phyfidan, of j^reat learning. 

f The free fchool of Cavan, in the gift of the crown; fof 
which 4)r Sheridan exchanged hij living ac Duiihoyne, id4 ia 
which ac hath been liucc wccecikd by Mr Mtxirc. 
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been in yoar whole life. I like the article very mach 
which you propofe in your will ; and if that takes place 
forty years hence, and God, for the fins of men, fhoald 
continne that life fo long, I would have it be flill in- 
ferted ; unlefs you could make it a little (harper. I own 
yoa have too much reafon to complain of fome friends, 
who, next to yourfelf, have done you moft hurt ; whom 
ftill lelleem and frequent, tho^ I confefs I cannot hearth 
ly forgive. Yet certainly the cafe was not merely per- 
ional malice to you, (altho' it had the fame effed), but 
a kind of I know not what job, which one of them 
hath often heartily repented, however it came to be 
patched up. I am confident your colledUon of Bons 
mots *, and Contes a rire, will be much the beft extant ; 
but you are apt to be terribly (anguine about the profits 
of publifhing : however, it (hall have all the pu(hing I 
can give. I have been much out of order with afpice of 
my giddinefs, which began before you left us. I am 
better of late days, but not right yet, tho' I take daily 
drops and bitters. I mu(l do the befl I can, but (hall 
never more be a night-walker. You hear they have in 
England paflfed the excife on tobacco ; and by their votes 
it appears they intend it on more articles. And care 
is taken by fome fpecial friends here, to have it the fame 
way here. We are (laves already : and from my youth 
upwards, the great wife men whom I ufed to be among, 
taught me, that a general excife (which they now by 
degrees intend) is the mod dire£l and infallible way to 

flavery. Pray G (end it them in his juflice, for 

they well deferve it. All your friends, and the town, 
are juft as you left it. I humdrum it on, either on horfe- 
back, or dining and fitting the evening at home ; en* 
deavouring to write, but write nothing, merely out of 
indolence, and want of fpirits. No fodl has broke his 
neck, or is hanged, or married ; only Concerina\ is dead, 
and I let her go to her grave without a coffin, and with- 
out 

• JPcrhaps Bans mots it SteUa, and Thourhts on various fuhjetis^ 
wtt part of this colle£Hon. Tht-y are both in this volDme. 

f One of tho(e poor people to whom the Dean ufed to give 
money, when he met them in his walks. Some of dbem he 
flamed thu<, partly for diftin^on, and partly for hV 
Conccrina^ Stun^anymfha^ Pidl-A-^w)i-«« Friter'dlat fl^Jj^ 
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oat fees. So I am going to take my evening-wallc 

after five, having not been out of doors yet. 1 wifh you 
well and fafe at home. Pray call on me on Sunday night. 

/ am yours ^ &c. 

P. ^. I believe there 'are a hundred literal blunders, 

but I cannot flay to mend them. So pick as you are 

able. 

1 am not (b frank a writer as you. 

LETTER CXXIX. 
Dr Swift to Dr Sheridan. 

Sept. 12. 173^. 

HERE is a very ingenious obfervation upon the days 
of the week, and in rhyme, worth your obicrva- 
lion, and very proper for the information of boys and 
girls, that they may not forget to reckon them. Sun- 
day's a pun-day^ Monday i a dun-'dayy Tuefday^s a ne^vjs-day^ 
Wtdnefdays ^ friend'' s-day^ Tburf day's a cursed day ^ Fri- 
days a drj'day, Saturday's tke latter-day. I intend fome- 
thing of equal ufe upon the months ; as, Januf ry^ nvo- 
man 'va/y. I ihall likewife in due time make fome ob- 
fervations upon each year as it pafTes. So for the pre- 
ient year : 

One thoufand /even hundred and thirty frue^ 
When only the d and h fs nuill thri'Vt. 

And for the ^ext : 

One thou/and feven hundred and thirty -fix^ 

When the d nuill carry the b ps to Styx. 

Pergc: 

One thou fond fe*ven hundred and thirty-fe^en^ 

When the Whigs are/o hliud they miftake hell for heanj^n. 

I will carry thcfc predi^ons no further than to the 
year 2i^i, when the learned think the world will be at 
rod, o the fine-all-cat-a-ftrow-fee. 



J 
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The laft is the ferhJ, t*wo thou/and and one, 
If^ben m and b to bell all are gone. 

When that time comes, pray remember the difcoveiy 
came from me. 

It is now tfme I (hould begin my letter. I hope yoo 
got fafe to Cavan, and have got no cold in thofe two 
terrible days. All your friends are well, and I as I ufed 
to be. I received yours. My humble fervice to your 
lady, and love to your children. I fuppofe you have all 
the news fent to you, I hear of no marriages going on. 
One Dean Crofs, an eminent divine, we hear is to be 
Bifhop of Cork. Stay till I afk a fervant, what Pa- 
trick's bells ring for fo late at night. You, fellow, is 

it for joy or forrow ? I believe it fome of our royal 
birthdays. — —Oh, they tell me, it is for joy a new 
mailer is chofen for the corporation of butchers. So 
fajrewcL 



LETTER CXXX. 

Dr Swift to J)r Sheridan, . 

Sept. 30. 1735. 

YKsTERDAY was the going out of the laft Lord Mayor, 
and to-day the coming in of the new, who is Al- 
derman Grattan. The Duke * was at both dinners; 
but I thought it enough to go to-day, and I came away 
before fix, with very little meat or drink. The dubf 
meets in a week, and I determine to leave the town as 
foon as pofllblc ; for I am not able to live within the 
air of fuch rafcals ; but whether to go, or how far my 
health will permit me to travel, I cannot* tell ; for my 
mind mifgives me, that you are neither in humour nor 
capacity to receive me as a gueft. P had your law-letter. 
Thofe things require ferious corifidcration. In order to 
bring them to a due perfcdlion, a wife man will pre- 
pare 

• The Duke of Dorfct, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
f The Iridi rarliameut. 3ee the next letter, and tlv poem 
tiiere mentioned. 
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pare a large fand of idioms ; which are highly ufeful, 
when literally tranflated by a fkilfal, eloquent hand ; 
and, except our Latino-j^ngtuuSy is the moft necefTary, as 
well as ornamental part of human learning. But then 
we muft tal^e fpecial care of infufmg the moft ufeful pre- 
cepts for the diredion of human life, particularly for in- 
ftrudin^ princes and great minifters, diftributing our 
praifes and cenfures with the utmoil impartiality and 
juftice. This is what I have prefumed to attempt, al- 
iho' very confcious to myfelf of my inferior abilities for 
fach a performance. I begin with lady. And becauie 
the judicious Mr Locke fays it is neceflary to fettle 
terms, before we write upon any fubjed, I defcribe a 
certain female of your acquaintance, whofe name fhall 
be Dorothy. It is in the following manner. ** Dolis aftra 
*^ per, aflra mel, a fus, a quoque et; atra pes, an id lar, 
'* alas ibo nes, a prx ter, at a lar, avi fl ter. age ipfi» 
** adro lar, an empti pate, arx Ian aram lar, an et, ades 
'* e ver, aft rumpet, ad en, agam lar, agrum lar, ac ros 
** pus,'afflat error, ape e per, as noti nos, arraver, a hue 
" ftare, affo fis ter, avi per, ad rive lar, age lar, apud 
*< lar, a fis lar, a fis ter, a far ter, as hi ter, anus lar, a 
•* mus lar, arat lar, a minximus, a prata pace, a gallo 
«* per, a five." Moft learned Sir, I in treat you will 
pleafe to obferve, (fince I muft fpeak in the vulgar lan- 
guage), that in the above forty three denominations for 
females, many of them end with the domeftic deity lar^ 
to (hew that women were chiefly created for family affairs; 
and yet I cannot hear, that any other author hath made 
the fame remark. 1 have likewife begun a treatife of 
geography^ (the Angh' An]ilanans call it erroneonfly Jog 
Ralph /), ♦^ Mei quo te fummo fit ! Aftra canis a miti 
'* citi; an dy et Ali cantis qui te as bigas it. Barba dos 
*« is more populus. An tego is a des arti hepe." 1 have 
a third treatife, to dircA young ladies in reading;. 
** Ama dis de Gallis ^ fine his tori, an dy et Belli anis 
** is ab et er. Summas eurus valent in an Dorfo ne 
«• isthmos te legant ovum alto bis ure. I canna n.c tore 
•* do ma;fti cani males o fallique nat ure; na mel i. ac 
*' at. arat, amafti, fanda Ixdi ; imae adamouftoo; a 
*« Ijpdi jnde edi mite ex csptas a fteafti e vcrme et aram 

linf.yut, Praiis mi cum pari fono dius orno ? 

V»iZ. IV. Z \ 
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I believe fome evil fpirit hath got pofTeflion of yoa, 1 
and a few others, in conceiving 1 nave any power with 

the D of D , or with any one biihop or man 

of power. I did but glance a fingle word to the D — ^- 
about as proper a thing as he coald do, and yet he 
turned it off to fome other difcourfe. You fay one word 
of my mouth would do, U^c. I believe the rhyme of my 
word would do jufl as much. Am I not univerfally 
known to be one who diflikes all prefent peribns aod 
proceedings ? Another writes to aefire, that 1 would 
prevail on the Archbiihop of Dublin * to give him the 
Left prebend of St Patrick's. Let Biftiop Clayton f 
allow the redgnation fmce Donellan is provided for. I 

mentioned to the D , that Donellan (hould be Dean 

of Cork, on purpofe to forward the refignation of old 
Caulfield : bat it would not do ; tho' Caulfield feems 
to have fome hopes, and it is Bifliop Clayton's fault if | 
he does not yield, i^c, | 

LETTER CX^XXr. 
Dr Swift to ^r Sheridan. 

X April 2^. 1736. 

Ina\ e been very ill for thefe two months paft widi 
giddinefs and deafnefs, which lafted me till about ten 
days ago, when I gradually recovered ; but iHll am 
weak and indolent, not thinking any thing worth my 
thoughts ; and altho' (I forget what I am goin? to fajr, 
fo it ferves for nothing) I am well enough to ride, yet I 
will not be at the pains. Your friend Mrs Whiteway, who 
is upon all occafions (b zealous to vindicate, is one whom 
I defire you to chide : for, during my whole ficknefs. (he 
was perpetually plaguing and fpunging on me ; and 
tho* (be would drink no wine herfelf, yet fhe increafcd 
the expence, by making me force it down her throat. 
Some of your eight rSes I follow, fome 1 rejed, 

fome 

• Dr John Hoadly. 
f Dr Clayton, Birtiop of Cork. 

/ The paragraphs \i\ Italic in this and the followinlT letter, 
were written by Mrs V/VuXfewa^, «i cov>S«i-^WBBasik ^^ Or sS' '^ 
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fome I cannot compafs, I mean merry fellovvs. Mr 
J. R— never fails. 1 did within two days pafl ring him 
fuch a peal in relation to yon, that he mad be the d — 1 
not to coniider it. J will ofe him the fame way, if he 
comes to-morrow (which I do not doubt) for a pint of 
wine. I like your projcft of a fatire on Fairbrother*, 
who is an arrant rafcal in every circumftance* 

Enjery fylUbU that is worth reading in this iitttr, you art 
to/itppo/i I writ it ; the Dean only took the hints from me ; 
int he has put themfo ill together ^ that 1 am forced to tell 
you thsi in Wf ownjvjlijication. Had you been mjorth hang-^ 
ing^ yen would have come to town this vacation^ and J 
noiuld ha^vi Jbewn you a poem on the kgion-club. Ida 
Mo^ doubt hut that a certain per/on will pretend he *writ it^ 
hecaiife there is a copy of it in his hand^ lying on his table \ 
hut do not mind that^ for there ate fomer people in the world 
nuillfay any thing, I <uii/h you could give fome account of 
f9or Dr Sheridan. 1 hear the reafon he did not come to tow ft 
this Eoftery is, that he *waited to Jee a neighbour of his 
hanged^ 

WHATEViit is iaid in this page by Goody Whiteway, 
I have not read, nor will read ; but afTure yon, if it re- 
lates to me, it is all a lie : for fhe (ays you have taught 
. ho* that art ; and^ as the world goes, and Oie takes yoit 
for a wife man, ihe ought to follow your prad^ice. To 
be ferioosy I an> forry you iaid fo little of your own af- 
fairs, and of your hesdth ; and when will you pay roe any 
money ? for» apon my confcience, you have half^arved 
me. 

TAr plover eggs were admirable^ and the- worfigd for tht 
Vmm s fiockingsfi fine, that not one knitter here can knit 
ihem 

Wi neither of us know what the other hath writ ; 
£) one anAver will ferve, if you write to us both, pro- 
vided you juftly give us both our (hare, and each of us 
will read our own part. Pray tell us how ypu breathe^ 
and whether that diforder be better. 

If the Dtam /houLi give you any hint about money , yon 
need not mind him ; /&r, to my knonvledge, he borrowei^ 
iwenty pounds a month ago, to keep him jelf alive* 

■ L 

*net the next Ictttct. 

y - 
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I am forry to tell you, that poor Mrs Whiteway n 
to be hanged on Tuefday next for dealing a piece of In- 
dian filk out of Bradihaw^s ihop, and did not fet the 
houfe on fire, as I advifed her. i have wrote a very 
inaitej ly poem on the legion-club ; which, if the printer 
ihould be condemned to be hanged for it, you will kt 
in a three-penny book ; for it is 240 lines. . Mrs Whiter 
way is to have half the profit, and half the hanging. 

The Drafier <u:ent t%i$ day to the Tholfel as a mercbaXt^ 
tofifna petition to the government againjt lo'werifig the gold; 
nubt-re *we bear be madt^ a long fpeecb^ for *wbicb be wil ti 
reckoned a Jacobite. Ccd/end banging does not go round*. 

Tours, 4re^ 



LETTER CXXXn. 
Dr Swift to Dr Sherii>an« 

Dublin, May f 5. 1736. 

MRS Whiteway and I were fretting, raging, dom- 
ing, and fuming, that you had not Tent a letter . 
fince you got to your Caban, (for the V confonant wai 
anciently a B), I mean Cavan : but however, we miii^ 
gled pity ; for wd feared you had ran away from {chod» 
and left the key under the door. We were much di(ap< 
pointed, that the fpring and begmning of fnmmer had 
not introduced the mu^s, and that your now walkahle 
roads had not roofed your fpirits. We are here the hap- 
pieil people in the univerie. We have a year and a half 
Before the ckb will meet, to be revenged further on .the 
clergy, who never offended them : and. in England their 
parliament are following our fleps, only with two or 
three fleps for our one. It is well you have done with 
the church t; but pray take care to get money, elfe in 
a year or two more they will forbid all Greek and hz* 
tin fchools, as Popifh and Jacobite. I took leave of 
the Dulse and Duchefs to-day. He has prevailed on os 
to make a promife to beflow upon England 25,000]. a- 

year 



f Dr Sheridan exchftogcd his living at Duaboyoe, 
icbooi of Cavan. 
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year for ever, ' by lowering the gold coin, againft the 
petition of all the merchants, ftopkeepers, Cfr. to a 
man. May his own eftate be lowered the other forty 
parts, for we now lo(e by all gold two and a half per 
€ent. He will be a better (that is to fey, a worfe) man. 
by 60,000 1. than he was when he came over, and the 
nation better (that is to fay, worfe)- by above half a 
million ; befides the worthy method he hath taken in- 
difpofal of employments in church and ilate. Here is a 
cniied long libel running about in manufcript on the- 
legion club. It is in verfe, and the foolifh town imputes 
it to me. There were not above thirteen abufed (as ic 
is faid) in the original ; but others have added more, 
which I never fsw ; tho' I have once read the true one; 
I have often given my opinion, that an honeft man never 
wiihed himfelf to be younger. My fentiment, I find, ought 
not to have been univerfel, becaufe to my forrow, I havo 
Kved to change. I have feen fmce the death of the late 
Queen (who had few equals before her in every virtue, 
fifnce monarchy began) fo great a contempt of religion, 
morality, liberty, learning, and common fenfe, among us 
in this kingdom'; a hundred degrees beyond what I ever 
met with in any writer ancient or modern. I am very 
confident, that a complete hiflory of the foolifh, wicked, 
weak, malicious, ruinous, fa6dous, unaccountable, ridicu- 
lous, abfurd proceedings in this kingdom, would contain 
twelve large volumes in folio, of the fmalleil letter iit 
the largeft paper. What has Fowl brother f done to 
provoke you ^ I either never heard, or have forgot your 
provocatfons ; but he was a fellow I have never bcent 
able to endure. If it can be done, I will have it printed ; 
and the title (hall be. Upon a certain bookfeller {or printer^ 
he Ufffpta-^'Mrs Whitewty will be here to-morrow, and 
ihe will anfwer y oar Sincere, open-hearted letter, very 
particularly ; for which 1 will now leave room. So adieu 
lor one night. 

S I R, 
'% AM mpftfineerely Mgedto ytufir all the cM I things you 
* have faid f iru^ end of me to the ^ean, 1 found thg 

good eJ'eSis of them this day : fwhtn I *u;aited on him, he 
.j Z 3 received 

f ^"aifbiochcr. See the laft ktur, andf die /ubic^ticiit pjntof cKii« 
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recei'vedme fwith gnat good humour : faii fonutbing hadhap" 
fenedftnce he ftew me Tafi, that had cowv'mced him of w| 
merit ; that he was forry be had treated me ivith fo little 
diflinQiofiy and that hereafter I Jhould not he put upon the 
foot of an humble companion^ hut treated like a lady of wit ^ 
and learnings and fortune ; that if he could prev/oil on Dr 
Sheridan to part tvith his luife^ he *would make her his 
friend, his nurfe^ and the manager of his family • I appro- 
wed entirely of his choice ; and at the fame time eotprefjedm) 
fears ^ that it would he impoffible for you to think of litnug 
without her. This is all that flicks with me. But confi' 
diring the friend/hip you e^prefs to me for the Dean, 1 hope 
you will he perfuaded to confider his good rather than your 
€wn, and fend her up immediately ; or elfe it will put him to 
the expence of giving three fhillings and four pence for a 
nvife ; and he declares that the hadnefs of pay of bis tithes ^ 
fince the refolutions of the parliament- of Ireland, puts this 
§sa of bis power* 

I could not guefs why you were fo angry at Fowl- 
brother ; till Mrs White way, who you find is now with 
jne, (aid it was for publiihing foxne works of yours and 
mine like a rogue ; which is fo ufual to their trade, that 
I now am weary of being angry with it. I go on, to 
defire that Mrs Donaldfonf will let me know what 
I owe her, not in juHice but generoftty. If you could 
find wine and vidtuals, I could be glad to pafs fome part 
of the fummer with you, if health would permit me; 
for I have fome club-enemies, that would be elad to 
fhoot me, and I do not love to be (hot : it is a death I 
have a particular averiion to. But I ihall henceforth, 
walk with fervants well armed, and have ordered then 
to kill my killers ; however, I would have them be the 
beginners. I will do what I can with Mr R — ,who 
(money excepted) is a very honeft man. How is your 
breathing ? As to myfelf, my life and health arc not 
worth a groat. How (hall we get wine to your cabin ? 
I can fpare fome ; and am preparing diaculum to fave 
my (kin as far as Cavan, and even to Belturbut. Prajr 
God preferve you, , 

I am, is^c. 
L 

f An innkeeper at Qvtvu 
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LETTER CXXXm. 

Vr Swift /« ^r Sbekidav. 

l>MhliH^ Jwm 5. 1736. 
U muft pay your groat (as if you had been dronk 
ail night) for this letter ; becaafe I am neither 
ited with any frank cur, nor the of 

:ing. I am glad yon have gQt the piles, becaufe 
mark of health, and a flrong conftitotion. I be- 
hat you fay of the Ugion-dub poem ; for it plainly 
} a work of a legUn-cLh ; for I hear there arc 
ffierent copies : bat what's that to me ? And yoa 
the right, that they are not treated according to 
lerit. You never writ fo regularly in your life ; 
erefbre when you write to me, always take care 
; the piiii ; I mean any ^iZ/jf, except thofc of 
nd (lone ; and yet pi/es are not io bad as the^oiv^. 
/oa intend to be here (by your date) in a dozen 
BDce. The room (hall be ready for you ; tho^ 
never have you in a morning, or at dinner, or in 
ning ; at all other times I (hall be pedered with 

John R (for he does not deferve the name of 

is gone to his (ix miles -off country-(eat for the 
:r. I admire at your bill of 10 1. odd; for I 
It your firft was double : or is it an additional one? 

yon fatisfy me, I will fend down to him with a 
mce ; altho'. except that damned vice of avarice, 

very agreeable man. ■ As to your venifon, 

r onr who expe«5ls it, I am checkinj^ you for your 
7, and could iamb you for your lamks. Addindm 



My ivift a rutf/iftgf 
Mf (hildreH tattling, 
JHy money /pent ijf 
Jnd due my rent is. 

M author held puns in contempt, hat wooM IbmctlnkM 
omiclf merry with them. 
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My fchQol decrtafing^ 

My income ceefing^ 

All people teafe me. 

But no man pays mi. 

My IVorJhip is hit^ 

By that rogue Nr/hiK. 

To take the right nxjay^ 

Confult friend PVhiteuLay. 

Would you get ftili more ? ' 

Go flatter Kilmoref, 

Tour gee/e are old^ 

Tour *wife a /cold. 
Tou Ihve among ill folks in a dunghilL 
Ton never hove an old friend at Cofvan^, 

Mrs White way is ever your friend j bat your old oner 
have forfaken you, as mine have me. My head is very 
liad ; and I have jufl as much fpirits left as a drowned 
moufe. Pray do not you give youiTelf airs of pretend^ 
xng to have flies in fummer at Cavan ; and fuch a no fom* 
iner as this* I, who am the bed fly-catcher in the kinga- 
dom, have not thoHght it worth my time tofhow my 
&il] in that art. I believe nothing of your garden-iin« 
provements ; for I know you too well. What you % 
of your leannefs is incredible ; fbr when I (aw yoo lai^ 
you were as broad as long. But if you continue ta 
breathe free, (which nothing but exercife can give), yoa 
may be fafe with as Ihtle flefh as I, which is none at alL* 

I had your letter juft before diis< was fealed ^ bat* I 
ouinot anfwer it now« 



LETTER CXXXIV. 

X>r Swift to Dr She*ida». 

Jufy lo. 1736. 
Received your two letters. The firft is mingled witfc 
Latin and Englilh, one following the other : now 

. I 

f Dt Jo&sdi Hmrt, then Blfliop of &iiinorc. 
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I kotw that way, and pnt both languages in one- Howr- 
ever, for xh^ hkc of order, 1 will Ibegin uith anlwerir-g 
youi' fecor.d Jetter before the hf(^t becaufe k defe/ves oae 
on account of yoiir prefents^ From bogs, rivers^ moun* 
tarns, moilest t^uagmirts^ heaths^ lakes, krnnrlSt 
ditches, weeds. l^'<^ &t. iff, ^^y.^^Mj-s White way 
wa^ plc'tfcdj altho' very unjiiftif^ to cniicile upoit every 
furttj'ity, Sh* fwearst the paper of gravd was of youf 
own voiding, aa fhe fonnd by the fmell : that your 
whole ankhoaJc leaf fhows its mother to be fcialler than 
m outmeg ; and i cotxfefs yon were fbmewhat unwary in 
expo^ag it to cenfure. Your rafberry Ihe compared 
aMi the head of a corking pin, and the latter had thfi 
ory- Your currants were invifible, and we could 
fiat difiiiigiiiib the red from the black. Your purilanc 

EafTed very well with me* but Oic fworc it was houfe- 
!«k. She denies your Cavan fly to be genuine ; but will 
fcive il, that, for ihe credit of your town, yoa would 
Jisire it born there, ahho' Mrs Donaliifon conff fle§ k 
was fctJt Ker in a boy of brow n fugar> and died as \i 
entered the gates* Mrs White way proceeds further in 
lier mtlice, declaring your nailurtium to be only ft 
^6*^a-bed I your beaos as brown a^ herfelf^ and of the 
um/t IcIihI with what we fatten hogs in Leicefler(hire. 
In one thing fhe admires your generofity, that, for her 
£ike« yon would fpare a drop or two of your canal- water* 
which by the fpungy bottom needs Jt fo rooch. The 
©ftly defers of them all were, that they wanted cobor, 
£ght, and fmell ; yet, ai to the lait^ wt both acknow- 
ledgeil them all to exhale a genertl faHiacfi, which how* 
ever did much teiiembk that of yoiir Cavan air» 



LETTER CXXXV, 

Dr SwtrT U Dr SHSIt»OAtf. 

I Received your Jetter, which begun with //c^/t- Vo« 
^ have tliincen in .ill, and I have go| but a hundred 

iji4 

tcnaiiiAtkNi whli&ric^ly af<plicd. See the oeiu kt«cr. 
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and fixty ; a trifle ! Find me ten more than mine, and 
I will give yon ten guineas for the eleventh. Mine are 
all down, and only twelve, which are not entered in I 
letcer ; which I will fend yon when health permits, and 
I have nothing elfe to do ; and that may be a twelve- 
month hence, if my diforder will let me hold oat (b 
long. You were born to be happy, for yoa take die 
leaft piece of good fortune chearfully. I fuppofe your 
arithmetic is, that three boys a-week are a hundred and 
fifty-nine in a year ; and feven guineas a week are three 
hundred and ftxty-five per annum. Can you reckon, tbat 
the county, and the next, and Dublin, will provide yoB 
with thirty lads in all, and good pay, of which a dozea 
ihall be lodgers ? Does the cheapnefs of things anfwer 
your expedation ? Have vou fent away your late yoon^ 
cr-mamed daughter? and will you fend away the other? 
Let me defire you will be ver^ regular in your accoonti; 
becaufe a very honefl friend of yours and mine tells me, 
that, with all your honefty, it is an uneafy thing to haive 
any dealings with you that relate to accounts, by yoiir 
frequent forgetfulnefs and confdion : for you have bo 
notion of regularity ; and I do not wonder at it, con- 
^dering the fcattered, confuled manner in which vot 
have lived. Mrs Whiteway thanks you for the good o- 
pinion you have of her ; and I know (he always loved 
and defended you. I cannot tell when I (hall be able 
to travel.' I have three other engagements on my handf» 
but the principal is to fee the Bimop of Ofibry. Yet I 
dread the lyine^ abroad above five miles. I am never 
well. Some fudden turns are every day threatning me 
with a giddy fit ; and my affairs are terribly embroied. 
I have a fcheme of living with you, when the Cei/tgi* 
green club is to meet : for in thefe times I deteft the 
town, and hearing the follies, corruptions, and flaviih 
pra6Uces of thofe mifreprefentative brutes ; and refolvey 
if I can flir, to pafs that whole time at Bath or Cavan. 
I fay again, keep very regular accounts, in large books, 
and a fair hand; not like me, who, to (ave paper, 
confufe every thing. Your mind is honeft, but yotir 
memory a knave ; and therefore the Scotch mean the 
fame thing by minding, that we do by rememhiring. 
Sirrah, (aid I to a Scotcn footman, why did you not go 

that 
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that errand ? Becanfe I did no mimi it, quo' Sawny. A 
curie on thefe twenty foldiers drumming thro' my liber- 
ty twice a-day, and going to a barrack t the govfrn- 
ment hath placed juft unoer my nofe. I think of a line 
in Virgil Travefty. The d I cut their yelping 'u^eajum. 
We expedl Lord Orrery and Biihop Rundic next we«r!c. 
This letter was intended for Jail pol*, but ir.ter- 
ruptioos and horfes hindered it. Poor Mrs Achefon is 
refapTed at Grange, and worfe than ever. I wa^ there 
vefterday, and met Dr H — m, who hopes (he v/as a little 
Detter. 16. Here has no body been handed, mar- 
ried, or dead that I hear of. Dr G rattan is confined by 
a boil ; if you afk him where, he will fell )0u a bar;>ain. 
My chief country companion now is philofopljer Web- 
ber ; for the Grattans and Jackibns are neithtrr to be 
found at home or abroad, except Robin, who cannot ^x 
a foot. 



LETTER CXXXVr. 
Dr Swift to X^r S h e r 1 d a n. 

. ,'*'''^9- "737. 

\ Bout a month ago I received your I aft letter, 

JtV wherein you complain of my long filence ; what 

will you do when I am fo long in anfwering ? I have 

one excufe which will ferve for all my friends ; I am 

2uite worn out with disorders of mind and body ; a long 
t of deafneis, which ftill continues, hath unqualified me 
for converfine* or thinking, or reading, or hearing; to 
all thia is added an appreheniion of gicuUnefs, whereof I 
have frequently fome frightful touches. Befides, I can 
hardly write ten lines without twenty blunders, as vou 
will fee by the number of fcratchinp and Uoti beme 
this letter is done : in to the bafgain* I have m ^ 
rag of memory left; andmyfrienMhmattfbrfi 
except Mrs Whiceway, who pic 
conditsoa; and a few others 1 



t Calird now die ft Ukff mi^ tt4 kif 
it Pauick's to (uppnfs ikiCs. 
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them nothing. As to my taking t journey to Cavan, I 
am jufl as capable as of a voyage to China, or of ranniag 
races at Newmarket. But to fpeak in the Latinitas 
Crai/aniana, lu c lamas meretrix primus ; for we have all 
expe£led you here at Eader, ^ you were ufed to do. 
— Your mufter-roll of meat is good, but of drink in- 
fup port able. Yew wann twine. My ftrefs Albavia 
has eaten here all your hung beef, and faid it was very 
good. The affair of high importance in their family ii» 
that Mifs Molly hath iifued out orders, with great pe- 
nalties, to be called Mrs Harrifon : which caiifeth many 

fpeck youll afh owns. I am now come to the n(^ 

me tan jerry, which begg inns wyth Mad dam. So 

I will go oh, by the ftrength of my own wit, upon points 
of the high eft imp or taunts. I have been very curioai 
in confidering that fruitful word iing ; which explains 
many fine qualities in ladies ; fach as gronu lingy ray lingf 
tip ling^ (feldom) toy Zing, mumb ling^ grumb ling^ curr Hngf 
pu/s ling^ bufs ling^ ftrorw ling, ramb lingt quarry ling^ tot* ' 
/ittgf njohiff lin2^^ dahb lingy doub ling* Thefe are out as 
ample o fan hunn dread mower : they have all got cold 
this winter, big owing tooth in lick lad ink old wet her, 

and dare ink you rabble. Well, I triumph overyoo, 

Is com urine cap a city. Pray tell me, does the land of 
Quilca pay any rent ? or is any paid by the tenant ? or 
is there not any part of 50 1. to be got ? But before 
you make complaints of ill payments from your fchool, 
I will declare I was never fo ill paid as now, even by my 
richer debtors. I have finifl;ed my will for the laft time ; 
wherein I left fome little legacy, which you are not to 
receive till you fliall be entirely out of my debt, and paid 
all yoa owe me to my executors And 1 have made strf 
honourable mention of you in the will, as the confidera^- 
tion of my leaving thefe legacie^to you. 

Explain this proverb. Salt dry fijh^ and the mj$dding' 
gold, is the 'vice of nxomen both young and old. Yes, yott 
have it i nam o mento time The old huncks Shepherd 
has buried his only fon,' who was a young huncks come 
to age. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

H£R£ is a rhyme ; it is a fktire on an inconfiant lover. 

Yott 
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You arc as faithleft as a Carthiaginian, 

To love at once Kate, Nell, Doll, Martha, Jenny, Anne. 



A fpecimen of Latlnitas Grattaniana. 

ECO lirdam iiaholumfafer duoi haculos cum te. 
Vocajuper me eras, 
TrofeSo ego dabo tihi tuum <ventrem plenum legis. 
Sine mefolum cum illo. Ego capiam tempus. 
^d ptfiis nHlles tu ejfe apud ? 
Egofaciam ttfumare. 
Due uxor em *veni fuptr. 
Ego dabo tibi p^xtdcm in aure, 
Egofaciam te Jecare faltum. 
Veni^ 'veni,fol<ve tuum fcotum^ et fac non plura verba. « 

Id eft plus expenfi quam *veneratio. 

Si tu es pro kge, dabo tibi legem^ tuum 'ventrem plenum* 

Vt diabohu ntoluit habere id, 

$usd eft materia tecum f - 

Tu hahes Hjetus pro'verbium fuper tuum latus : 
Nilnl eft nunquam in periculo* 

Cafe me apud illud^ et fujpende me. 

Ego capio te afud tuum njerbum. 

7u fvenis in fart i tempore 

Eft formofus corporatus homo in facie, 

Efne ttifuper pro omni die ? 

Morfiis : Efne tu ibi cum tuis urfis T 

lile eft ex fuper Juam fervationem. 

7tt ift career afvis. 

Ego amo mendactm in meo corde, et tu aptas me ad crimen. 

Ego dicam tibi quid: Hie eft magnus clamor ^ et parva lana* 
^uid! tu ei Juper tuum alt urn cquum. 

Tu nunquam /ervafti tuum 'verbum. 

Hie eft diabolus ct omne agere. 

Vifne tu ejje tam bonus^ quam tuum ^verbum f 

Ego faciam for cum lel canem de id. 

Ego fcmjo hoc pro plwvicfo die. 

Ego pofj'um faiere id cum digito madido'. 

Vol. IV. A a Trofea9 
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Profflfs fgi> kiil*m tu/lam m&uum rk id, 

Efm tu if^ a$sr€ Huh ? 

fa fjl bmm sxtranti tent;. 

Ftef^r^ amhuU ft/per* 

Bgtf iniro tigJi in tMOi fUf^das, 

Bgo/icl amQrem 'vtrgini f/emrtu 

^smodi^ 'vemf id drtufftf ^md iu iudis^ukum iia t 

F&$ ihi^ fac Hjiam pftj vieo dami^Q* 

Omnes Jhdi tif-tstd fetkm p:/am , 

F^mia^ it lihtium a/^i€iMni t^ftimt fir caftdil^ kctm* 

LETTER CXXXVJl ^ 
DrSwirr (9 Dr Sriridak, 

I win on Monday (this Is S^urcby, May tt. as jro« 
will read be!ow in ihe date) fend Of talk 10 Mf 
Smith : but I diitmll your Jangtiimty fo much, ihy 
my own defpondlng tamper)* that I know 11 ot ^ 
that afFair of ycaurjufticefhipbe fixed j but 1 fhaji . 
rcxt week, and write or a A accordingly, J battled in 
vain with the Duke and his clan agjiiolt the lowenn 
gold» which isjuftakind fettlement upon Engk 
2 jjoc-o L a- year for even Yet fome of my friends I 
fer from me, tho' all agree that the abfentecs wil| 
joft fo luuch gainers* I am cxceflivcly glad that | 
difewlty of breathing h ever; iot whAt b life I 
breath i I oaean not that of our nolHIs, but obi led 
Yon mofl iti fummer ride every half- holiday , and g^ 
church every Sunday fbrae miles ofif- Tl 
England are copying from 115 to plague the '. 
thcY intend far to outdo the original Jwiihiwcit 
to be born next cemnry, when we ihall be utterly ni 
of parfons, of v.'hkh, God be thanked, yau a^ 
at prefcnt ; and until your Bifhop give >oti a ^m , ^ 
will leave oflf (except this letter) givi^ 
of Remerend, 1 did write him lately a !■. ; 
ntts, relating to his printer of qu^idrUU^ (did ; 
fee it ?), Wilh which he half ruin<;d Fitillriie 



* Tlus flio^i W^c\)Qtti hx^k %\^')S^ vvyi^Va**1 
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Diies (againfl his nature) to con£der him ; but inter* 
d an exception, which I believe will deilroy the 
le. Mrs White way gives herfelf airs of loving vou ; 
do not trufl her too much ; for ihe grows difooedi- 
and fays^ (he is going for to get another favourite, 
lorty ihe calls you names, and has neither Mr nor Dr 
ler tongue, but calls you plain Sheridan, and pox 
: you. She is not with me now, elfe (he would 

this in fpite of me ; and, between ourielve.s ihe 
up to be my governor. I wifh you had fen t me the 
iftian name ot Knatchbull, and 1 would have writ to 

; bot I will fee him on Monday, if he will be viii- 
The poem on the Ughn-dub is fo altered and en« 
ed, as J hear, (for I only faw the original), and fo 
loahly murdered, tkat they have added many of the 
» to the tru$ numhir. I hear it is charged to me^ 
great peribnal threatnings from the puppies of- 
eS, Some iay they will wait for revenge to their 
; meeting; others (ay the privy council will fnmmon 
fufpeded author. If I could get the true copy, I 
14 fend it yoo. Your Bifhop writes me word, that 

rf«l author is manifeft by the work. Your lofs, 

efli js nothing! if it be made up with fpirit. God 

him who hath neither, I mean myielf.. I believe I 
fay with Horace, Non Qmnit mortar ; for half my: 
f u already (pent. 



LETTER CXXXVill. 
Dr Swift to Mr Pope. 

ear SIR, Duh/ifTy April 2%. *739» 

^HE gentleman who will have the honour to de- 
liver you this, altho' he be one related to me, 
:h is by no means any fort. of recommendation ; for 
I Utterly mcj' of what the world calls natural afFec- 
; and with good reafon, becaufe they are a nume- 
race degenerating from their anceftors, who were 
X)d efteem for their loyalty and fufferings in the re- 
on againd King Charles I.: this couan of mine, 
is (o defirous to wait on you, is named Dean§^ 
A a 2 &uji{i 
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Profta9iph§ll^^''^^ .^;>.graiidfathcr by the grand- 
Efm in i^^^ \ '^'M'^^ Dcane ; who having been 

^uefth^w ,*' ;'<4'ifi«^^^c g^^ fortune to fave his 
Frtcor^ ' .'\ : ^^ o*" *wo before the retloration. 
Er9 ir T:>^scc{i€em for Mr Deane Swift, who is 
JSVf ^vi'^y? valuable of any in his family. He was 

fjt^tii '^^ ^^^ univerfity. and finiihed his ftudies 
/^^lj^ where Dr King, Principal of St Mary Hall, 
^^jioe, that Mr Swift behaved hi mfelf with good 
^^'^^tion and credit. He hath a very good taftc for 
^ writes agreeable and entertaining verfes, and is a 
iffcfl mafter, equally (killed in the beft Greek and Ro- 
0an authors. He hath a true fpirit for liberty, and 
lyich all thefe advantages is extremely decent and mo- 
de^. Mr Swift is heir to the little paternal eftate of 
our family at Goodrich in Hereford (hire. My grand- 
&ther was fo perfecuted and plundered two and fifty 
times, by the barbarity of Cromwell's hellifh crew, (of 
which I find an account in a book called Mercurius Ru^ 
Jli'cuj), that the poor old gentleman was forced to fell 
the better half of his eftate to fupport his family. How- 
ever, three of his fons had better fortune ; for comine 
over to this kingdom, and taking to the law, they afi 
purchafcd good eftates here ; of which Mr Deane Swft 
iath a good (hare, but with fome mcumbrance. 

1 had a mind that this young gentleman (hould have 
the honour of being known to you, which is all the fa- 
vour I a(k for him ; and that if he ftays any tijne longer 
in London than he now intends, you will permit him to 
wait on you fometimes; 

lam. 

My Jeareft fritnd^ 
Tour mofi obedient y 

and moft humbU fervant^ 

J. Swift. 



f Author of j4n. efay up$H the Itfe^ 'writings, and charaBer of 
Z)r Swift t piA)li(hcd ia X7SJ» 
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A LETTER. 

Doctor, 

URE verens is as fit amanto telliw toris afl}. It is as 
illi geflo me. E veri Iccdi is a prata pace : fun* 
arfo denti i curAim at a venture. Amanto mari ad ra- 
pido cetis a miti folli. Ime metum at Annibal. A tu 
es de fe nite fed ito a laidi in cum pani olFa delatorisj. 
prafit in mi lapfii. Didli camina furiatus, orto prae ven- 
tas : his cotis vcl vetas fine afTa hero. Hiftrix arfb rudf 
cantabit en durum- His arfia ne ver atqui et. Caefi, de 
vilis in uti fora puppi. Prae heris anfer. Surfum denis 
argum, agros, aras calli, as ufi, an empti, an das curvi 
tori. A pacatoris fat at fuperbius^ fed ito Die ; Scrra,. 
aerugo, origo, I mxres mi angor in as lapithx belli : I 
promiiTu as^furas urina gaudi coti intendit ; fori de tella 
vi dent parti rogas mi ene mi. As furas veni fonis fie 
fbra paili.- Ima deni' fe ; far ab ove ad rumor, ora pi- 
per, or a caper in fartor. Sed ito an ebur nee flo mifi 
de ; Ago, arundo formica ne, lastabo beat mi merci; 
I ieda ponis me de lite, ora cupa claret ; an di caefo fore 
ver. Alludo die iilo callus aras calido- dem it. Die 
ftdi in ager, cantu ride mi mare inani para bootes, ora 
nuperas foes ? Die has hyems in his pate. His cum pant 
i tecum fora veri fcilicet o puppis : iras cullum tuentf 
times a die. Die fed, i amabo, i fedi deteflabo, i findit : 
cantu dirabo ? Prasdixit an do tellxis ftim tale?. Canni-^ 
bal a fado ? O let Serapis in ure bootes : o lethercum: 
Acurru artis apparent. As fine as ure cotis, iris as 
Graxi afla candelis ; nota fum tmis habet forabo. Atlas 
tu fed ; Serra diiSU, fenfuarfo rude tomis ter deniife, ure 
8 OS in me ars*. 

pR/E fe DoAor, mufti vifit mi par fonas i intendit ? t 
definit a tu es de nite sec ftat his laboratori ; an de at 
mi fuperaturus. 

Itis abova fbrte nite ago Hiiceriritu notis ofFa define 

toiDos ter almi tori parti at iuper. Se, mufti bipcs 

foTum, orno ? An ebur onine has fum veri fine ftipes ; 

Iprm ubi fumto fajta porcas i intendat* fiim time for a 

A a 3 meri 
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"meri Ea tcr, orat Crifta mas de. As totni pcs^ i ISP 
rcdi m atro. 

Is diCQc Is mari d^ilct me tecum in tomi cum pani 
formidinis in mi pate. Fori cantiienna dea belles al^ 
pba qtiarter ofTa milea diibns, 

Se D iio die, praets mi l^edi Mari abiiti orno i Hd 
anfer i O, as feras ab lac amore, affuetas Ajajt, a$ J 
&$ an ^ipis, ai) da^ rcdito fartas amarma rodis. 

Fr/ebe fpcctis a fatur de tiec ftai fuperattinje : M 
beaturus Tori roHj as lueri affa piper- 

Res lofc mi in comu cuiTu llola fator de. Udii 
He, an daa furas agtjnto, it iHos hamu$, Ime co 
futo nugacor jiiam gclu defervii. Adas tn me fuffcrs 
gallus fora robor. Itis veri ea ito paci jiiri, CanS 
imaii Indis Creta m^nas ubi ? I cano, Prse fufdome jttll 
Scd iio dixit qui etas alam^ Scnfu arfo peaka oata 
timcifiompho vero preetor; i lis no tat alto mc. J^ 
luit nota quarto vale* 

Mi puppi is foliLniinis legas i canta fim inani tmnf^ 
SgfLA^ de lite iAo flatrer. AfBat errof isreditoj 
nos inani ars, Sera fedi, pullus fiim fruitor l^taa j 
an apri cQxa bitumen dc Ike in. Ire alimtniajj 
fora Isedij butto nimis tecum, his inveiii 6ndi| 
humoreau lih as Jonga limeas ire inembmj 
fume fora det : at ipf: rogato poto vale ; uno ' 
a^ro at. 1 meto tjcn eft at urnx, a foEO mi cu cBiii 
di pedir in hi/co in* 

SiNCiFLTT £umemd€5 ago in a fdri* lani' 
carefidco repent it ; Atom, cantii cufmcn r.. 
cum panii Atri forum, praedo. Finalb ml de 
Obriih as iioeaffis inani ciU* Ure cari^ in ops f»oti 
fufti, Aduncis mi de litCj juHas- a paradi urcs ; 1 hctfl 
1 en ctir age, im di feciindiAn in a] mi lolHs. fora/ 

Tow I ad vifii tcris torifque nota pcin b 
▼erl an intereU- Arma grfti Caro lina kzs 
An das tomi Georgica iiot;ibii en d«ie. Mi cwrdo 
toral OFdinis nupera bootea. 

Minn vi ceto ure datuiAn* P«fe rem eonbricK I 
f etii, I fum times caUns ipfi ater* I mi» utu ar^^l 

Sator de atmte. iVti* 
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A humorous UtUr to Dr Sheridan *, on a literalia fcheme 
of ^writing. 

SIR, 

AS you are a famous inftrudlor of youth in the learn- 
ed languages, I cannot doubt of your being will- 
ing to encourage all ii/efuJ tn<ven/hnj, that may fur- 
ther improve knowledge. I have often lamented the un- 
aeceflary lofs of time we fuffer in tranfaibing our 

thoughts, 
■ 

• Swift was naturally fond of (ecing his works in prnt ; snd he 
was encouraged in this fondncfs by his friend Dr Sheridan, ^^ho 
had the caccethes fcribendi, to the grcatcft degree, and was con- 
tinaally letting offfquibs, rockets, and all (brts of little fire-works 
fn)m the prcfs: by which means he offended many particular 
perfons, vrho» altho*^ they ftood in awe of Swift, held Sheridan at 
defiance. The truth is, the poor Doctor, by nature the mofl 
peaceable, inoffenfive man aiive, was in a contiBual Oate of war- 
fere with the minor poets; and thc^ revenged themfclves, or, 
la tlie (fyle of Mr Bays, often gave him flajbfcr ftafh^ zndfirtj^ed 
hisfiuibers. The afTc^tion between Thcfcus and Pirithous was 
not greater than the afic^tion between Swift and Sheridan. Let 
jBie here give you (bme (ketches of Swift's friend. 

Dr Sheridan was a fchoolm after, and, in many inftnnces, pcr- 
feAly well adapted for that ftation. He was deeply verfed in tha 
Greek and Roman languages, and in their cuftoms and antiqui- 
ties. He had that kind of good-nature, whidi abfcncc of mind, 
indolence of body, and earelcfTheis of fortune, pi-oduce ; and al- 
tho* not o\'er (in(\ in his own condu£V, yet he took care of 
the morality of his fohotars, whom he fent to the oniverfity re- 
markably well grounded in all claf!kal learning, and not ill in- 
flnidled in the focial duties of life. He was*flovenIy, iodigent, 
and chearful. He knew books much better than men ; and he 
knew the value of money leaft of all. In this fituation, and 
with this difpefirion. Swift faflened upon him, as upon a prey 
wiih which he intended to resale himfelf, whenever his ajpttite 
fhonld prompt Mm. Sheridan thcrct'orc was kej^t coniri-ntl/ 
%iirhin his reach : and the only time he was permitted to ^o' be- 
yond the limits of his chain, was to take pofTcfTion of a livmg in 
the county of Cork, vhich had been bcftowed upon him by the 
then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the prcIcnt.Earl of Gran\jllt:. 
Sheridan, in one fatal moment, or by one fatal text, effl^d his 
«wD ruin. This ill ftarrcd, good-natured, improvident man re- 
nirned to Dobliii» unhinged from all favour at cooft, and even 
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tKougbts, by dividing our words into f; 
ting the vowd$ at length* which fo i . ■ 
th;jt akho' th^y be bae Ave,.^et by bccamng fo frequeni- 
ly as they do, they double our labour. Be fides the 
great \q($ of paper, pens, and ink, which many among 
mc learned are not fo well able to fpare< 
% 1 cotifcfs, that, in this polite and karned age of ourii 
many laudable attempts have been made for fome it- 
mtdy againfl this evil ; partly by abbreviating wordi 

witli 

ltomftif(3 from tiie caftk* Bnt fiill He rfmajoei! a plW1fff^^ r 
^uibblcr, 1 f}dJkr, and a m, it* Not a day p^iJlerd li^ithout a rctuj, 
an tnagram, or a madrigal. His per* and his fjddlciliLk ^xtt in 
COntJimal motion; end yet to littk or no purjwaic, if ^c j:iijf 
give cftdk to tlie foUo^tng vcrfc^, wiiich fiiall Im-e as L^c wnB* 
eklbji of his poetical chir^^frt 

With mnfic and poetry C4|]any bleTs'd, 
A bard dm* jf\poIto moil humbly Enldrcfs^d: 
Great am hi or of poetry, muGc, »nd light. 
inflruOcd by tbet, 1 both Mdk ami write t 
Ytt utibccdcd I fciape, or J fcribbk atJ day, laji 

My tiTnei are nc^cc^i^d, my vcrfc RMUg away. ^^^^H 

Thy ftjbl'kimte here, \'jc»- Apollo *, difd;iias, ^^^^| 

To vouch for my numbers, or lift to my fh^os* ^^^H 

Thy manual fjgq he refufes to {>UC ^^^H 

To the ijrs I produce iTroni ihfl pcri, or ibr ^UI. ^^^H 

Be thou then prnpaioiis, great Fhcrbu&f and giant ^H 

Rclkr; or re ward to my m^rk, or waiiL ^H 

Tho' the Dcaa and Dclan;^ f tranfcen^sjuly flmt^ ^M 

(if brighten one ti^Io, or Ion net Dftnine, ^H 

Make on (X work immortal ; *tU all I reiiiiH). ^H 

ApoUo bok'd pleased, and, revolving to jcrt. ^M 

Replicit, Hone a friend, Fwc torifider*d your oTe, W 

JS©f djflike youT unmeaning tmd iuncccnt face* 
Yoiif pet i do a 1 grajit» fhe boon ii nnt greats 
Your worki fbalfeontinue^ and here v t hi receipt. 
On a r^uf^isi \ hereafter yijor fid dJcft rings rpcnd, 
"W^ritc Tcfrts in drcfes, tliy never Hull end, 

See a further aeci^uiit of Dr Sheridan in Dr Swift's Jilis, frti^xri 
to vol* t* 

• Dr Swifi. 

f N4W Dtm 0f DffWMt, ■■ iSei S'wiffi iviR, «/ flrj^ 

I ji Jhui or ptcutm kiwi Rf fnielfj, i»\Uli ttlnnvt to i^t^^H 
ms£ if itf firji vtrj^^ 4nd fa umiitiiMi ift a|i7|tVwil tt»tAiM.^I 
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with apoStropbes, and partjjf by loppiog the polyfyl* 
labks, leaving only one or two at nnoft ; 3a thiis, 'Ti^i 
*n*t, *i"nt won't, ean*t poz, 'poti, rcp% phiSt and maiiy 
iDDfc. But 3la^, thefe a^e poor expediettcs^ mid do n«>£ 
go to the root of the diteafe. 

My fchemc is much more iifeftil and extensive ; al- 
tho' I confefs myielf not <& be altogether the onginal 
in v^ en tor. lor I obferve, that the itigcmous gentle men 
who play at White's chocolate- houfd have fome imper- 
b€t idea of it ; and I have feeja foose mftances of il 
mtny years older^ bot very imperfect* By thefe exam- 
ples I have ihcfc niiie years paft been coafiderkg the 
force of letters in our aJphabet> with relation to each 
other i as fchoolmiJlreiTea teach youfvg children to pro* 
nounce thern in their horn books ; which Is in thb inaii- 
tiCF : A* Be r.r Bee, Cee, Dee* E, Ef, Gee, Each t>r 
Ach, I or Eye» Ka sr Key, El* Em, En, O, Pee ffr Pf, 
Qg &r Cue, Are ^r Err, Efs, Tee er Tea, U or You^ 
tkmbk or Double You» Ex, Wy, Izxard. Now this, 

I fay* ibe very gaming lotd^ at tlie chocolate^lioifres 
Imre already fome imperfefl notion oifi ai far as goo* 
cerm the voweb. The fame ihing ilfo men of bufinefs 
9i« not ignorant of ; ftfr thus three vowels fiiall Hand, 
with the fum affixed J for a good promiiTo/y note* 
10 U %q£. 

lit Ihort, yoa need ooly read the leitera as they are 
pfoiiotinced by boy» mid girls, when they are taught 
Afft to read, a^ A, Bee, Cee ; and Ax letters {hall go ai 
Ikr as ten- This ii only for difpatcK in writing; of 
which tfike the foltowiog fpecimeni. But 1 have mate* 
riali for a trcatife to eontrafl wordf in fpeaklng, which, 

II thii Budi encouragement, 1 Ihatl publtih after wax ds. 



A itUtr f4 j^itr mijtrtfu 

DR In uj 1 but s I llm u a 4it. Vt mpr ndurtr O 
b ur but ndU. A tr face« nr but« Ur a gia • s 
gut ; a nib^ Icabpqtiri: Ibchutkaroorii 
l.i: «| Q ar mtd* U r etn > u r yy* U r apn. lea 
pr b Ibr I dfif ijj pt, ur gnrofet ; ayr prfp^juit ; dene, 
tututf fiblii, ur xlnei apr * Ur i ijiifioct. KitJ nobis 
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ur log. Ur a qn ma. Ur but dfb apis a pntr. I c or 
bat pres ur nmi. 

jinothtr letter in the UteraUa ftyle. 

BT, ur nt ; u diil or krks dli. I c ur a grr. I ph a. 
I aqq u. Ur umii aqq n. Mli aqqs u. Qj)d d fi 
in. U r r r mprs. Uthkt. Ogmni! ua thr. a 
th a br. Ur ri. I d fi u. I fk p u. I fq u. Ik tqui» 
■• U a but. Ur re a but. U rfmbl ur Idr eflr kt on. 
J rmmbr dr Ptr. On Sqr. B guptr I c or gloc. Qep 
or tmpr. 

A funmng Epxitlb w Monbt. 

^Or/i&jr 3fr PEKNTPEATHElt, 

MAdam Johnibo has been very ill ufed by her feN 
vants ; tbey pot (hillings into her broth inflead of 
grots, which made her ftamp. I hear they had 
diem from one Tom Docketj a tenant to Major Noble, 
who, I am told, is reduced to ninepence. We are doubting 
whether we (hall dine at the Crown or the AngeL Ho- 
9eft Mark Kob, who has been much nk>ydored of late, 
will dine with us ; but Squire Manypenny, and Captaift 
Sterling, defire to be excufed, for they are engaged with 
Ned Silver to dine in Change alley. They live io great 
har-mony ; they met all-together lift week, and fat at 
lovingly as horfes in a pound. I foppofe you have heard 
of the rinoK:eros lately arrived here. A captain waa 
cafh-eered on Wednefday* A fcavenger abofed me dii^ 
morning ; but I made him down with his duft, which- 
indeed was a far- thing from Iny intentions. Mrs Breni^ 
had a pi-ftole from her ; I would a'ginny'e a good deal 
for fuch another. Mrs Dingley has. made a foufe for 
your collard eel. Alderman Coin pr'cfcnts his fervice to 
you. i have nothing but half-pens to .write with, fix 
that you muft excufe this fcrawl. One of iny feali fcB 
xtito a chink. J am, without allay, 

Your pt^ ohedmtf ■ 

Tom. M I t h . 



FROM Dr swift. 2II7 

P, S, Mr Cole prefents his fcrvicc to you, of which 
I am a-cefter« 



jf Letter from a gentleman in the country to his friend in 
tonvn. 

De te 
Fahula narraiur. 

SIR, 

AS you have been pleafed very generoufly to honour 
me with your friendihip, I think myfelf obh'ged to 
throw off all difguifc, and difcover to you my real 
circamftances : which I (hall do with all the opcnnefs 
and freedom imaginable. You will be furprifed at the 
beginning of my ilory, and think the whole a joke; 
but you may depend upon its being aftually true, and, 
if Deed were, I can bring the parfon of the pariih to te« 
llify the fame. 

You mull know then, that at this prcfent time I live 
in a poor, little, ferry houfc of clay, that Hands upon 
the watle,. as other cottages do ; and what is worll of 
all, am liable to be turned out at a minute's warning. 
It is a fort of a copyhold tenure ; and the cuilom of the 
manor is this : for the firft thirty years I am to pay no 
rent, but only to do fuit and fervice, and attend upon 
the courts, which arc kept once a- week, and fometimcs 
oftener: for twenty years after this, I am to pay a rofe 
-every year; and further than this, during the remainder 
of my life, I am to pay a tooth, (which you will fay is a 
whimdcal kind of acknowledgment), every two or three 
years, or oftener, if it be demanded : and when 1 have 
nothing more to pay, out mull be the word, and it will 
not be long ere myperfon will be feized. I might have 
had my tenement (iuch as it is) upon better terms, if it 
had not been for a fault of my great-grandfather. He 
and his wife together, with the advice of an ill neigh- 
bour, were concerned in robbing an orchard belonging 
to the lord of the manor, and fo forfeited this great pri- 
vilege, to my forrow I am fure. But however, I mull do 
as well as I can, and ihall endeavour to keep my houfe 
in tolciabie repair. 
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My kitchen, where I dreis my vidkuals, is a comical 
little roundifh fort of a roem, fomewhat like an oven; 
it anrwers vexy well to the purpofe it was defigned for, 
and that is enough. My garrets (or rather my cock- 
lofts indeed) are very indi&rently furni(hed ; bat they 
are rooms which few people regard now, unleis to lay 
lumber in : however, i make ihitt to rub on in my litde 
way ; and when rent-day comes, I muft fee and difcharge 
it as well as I can. 

Whenever I am turned out, I underfbnd my lodge, 
or Whatever you pleafe to call it, defcends upon a low- 
fpirited creeping £unily, remarkable for nothing, but 
being inftrumental in advancing the reputation of the 
great Moor in Abchurch-lane *. But |be that as it will ; 
I have one fnug apartment that lies on the left ilde of 
my houfe, whicb I referve for mychiefeft friends. Itii 
very warm, where you will always be a welcome gucft j 
and you may depend upon a lodging, as long as the edi- 
£c£ Aiall be in the tenure and occupation of, 

SIR. 

Tour humble fern)ant^ 



A letter from Dr SwiFT to the Rev. Mr Kendall, wV#r 
§f Thornton in Leicefterjhire f % 

S I Rf Feb. lU 1 691, 

IF any thing made me wonder at your letter, it waa 
your almoft inviting me to do fo in the beginning; 
which indeed grew lefs upon knowing the occafion, 
fmce it is what 1 have heard from more than one in and 
about Leiceder. And for the friendship between as, as 
1 fuppofe vours to be real, fo I think it would be proper 
to imagine mine^ until you find any caufe to believe it 
pretended ; tho' I might have fome quarrel at you in 
three or four lines, which are very ill beftowed in com- 
plimenting 

* An apothecary in London, remarkable for felling 'vrorm- 
powder. 

t This letter is not in Hawkefworth's nor the Dublin edition 
It is taken from the iith volume of Swift's mifcclUnies, priattc 
at Loijdon in 1753. . 
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plimendng me. And as to that of my j^rcat prf/fp'-/'* 
of making my fortune, on which, as your kiri'lri'l-. '.r !y 
looks on the bell fide, To my own cold tctw^tr :.i, I un- 
confined humour is much greater \\ii\i\r:i]\( *: i\. .i -^rf 
fear of that which is the fubjed of y<iiir hrrrr. I \'. .t'.l 
ipeak plainly to you, that the very ordni.uy '/'J' f «- 
tions I made with going half a mile hryond thr m v,- 
iity, have taught me exjrerience enout'h, n(»t to lU'u.k 
of marriage, till I fettle my fortune in the v/orM ; 
which I am fure will not be in fome years. Awi '••/' n 
then itfelf, I am fo hard to picafe, that 1 fuppof^; I fh;iil 
put it off to the other world. How all il.is iuif-; v/jth 
my behaviour to the woman in hand, you ni;iy e.iMy ima- 
gine, when you know that there is fomctliiii^', in inc 
which muil be employed ; and, whin I ain . hnu', tinru 
ally for want of pradice, into (jKCuhition .iifl tlifHi;'lit; 
infomuch, that, in thefc feven weeks 1 have been line-, I 
have writ and burnt, and writ ap.ain, upon ainioli all 
manner of fubjcds, more than pcrlifli-s juiy man in J\n- 
gland. And this is it, which a jv.rfon ttf yrrni honour in 
Ireland (who was plea fed to (loop fo low ar. to look in- 
to my mind) ufed to tell me, that my mind v.'ns like a 
conjured fpirit, that would do mifchief if I would not 
give it employment. It is this humour that in .ikes me 
To bufy when I am in company, to turn all that way : 
and fmce it commonly ends in talk, whether it he love 
or common converfation, it is all alike. This is fo com- 
xnon» that I could remember twenty women in my life» 
to whom I have behaved myfelf juil the fame way, and, 
I profefs, without any other defign, than of entertaining^ 
myfelf when I am very idle, or when fomeihing j^oes 
amifs in my affairs. This J always have done, as a man 
of the world, when I had no defign for any thint^ trrave 
in it, and what I thought (at wori\) a harmlcfs imncrti- 
ncnce. But whenever I began to take fobcr re folu ti- 
ons. or (as now) to think of entering into the church, 
1 never found it would be hard to put olF this kind of 
folly at the porch. Befides, perhaps in fo gcnci-al a 
converfation among that fex, I might pretend a little 
to underlland where T am, when I go to chufe for a 
wife; and think, that tho' the cunnin^eft fluoper of 
the town may have a cheat put upon him, yet it v"*^ 
Vol. IV. v' Bb 
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be dean! Jcr earned tlinn thk, whkh*yciQ thlnW I jj 
ing to lop upon myfclf* And truly, if vou know 
inctciphyikal 1 am that way, yoo wctild liiile 
ibciiilU venlure on one who has given (o mueh oocafloa 
to ton^ue^i For tho'' the peopk is a l)ing ffltft of 
bealVj (and, I ihink, in LeiceHer above all part* that 1 
evfr was in) ; yet they feldom talk without fome 
glimpfe of a reafon t which 1 declare (fo unpardooabiy 
jealous I am) to be a fufficient CJufe for me to hate any 
wom^in^ any farther than a bare acquiiintanc*'. cxCfpt 
all things elfe were agreeablCi and that 1 had matbc- 
ItiaiiLaJ demonilration^ for the falfchood of the firft^ 
which, if it he not impoflible^ I am furc is vtry like it* 
Anwng all the young gerjilemrn tlr&t 1 hav c ktiown, 
who have rutucd thcmfclves by marrying, (which^ 1 1(' 
furt.- yoiH is a greai number)* I have made this getienl 
ryle» That they are either youne, raw, and ignoaat 
fdioUrs, who, for want of knowing company* bcfll 
€vcry idk petticoat includes an ^np/; or clfe thcy ^H 
been 1 fort of honell young mctu ^ho perhaps arcWtf' 
tiCcral, in ratU^rmarrj^ing than burning, and to entail 
ttijfevies on themfelvcs and poilerity, bv an over aftinjf 
modefly- 1 think I am very far exckded from br^Kfi^? 
imder Cither of thcfc heads, I confefs I have kr: 
or two men of fcnfc enough, who^ inclined i 
\ have married and ruined themfdves out of i i 
► But a thogfantl houfehold-thougbtSi whkh always HlM 
r HJairimony out of tny mind, whenever it chanc^H 
ruie there, wOIj 1 am fure, fright mc from that. ^H 
s, I am natur^dly temperate, and never engaged i^H 
contrar)^ whkh ufually piu duces ihofr eftci*^v, nH 
liints at partictjlar florks I do not underlUnd. ha|^H 
never heard ihem. but jull fo hinted, I thought it ^H 
per to give yo^ this, to (hew you how f thank y«^t^H 
your regard of me : and 1 hope my c ^^M 

a* my friends need not le alhamcd ^^^M 

Oiould not have behaved myf^If afrcr the maz|||^^H 
In Leiceder, if 1 had not valued my own ente^^^H 
beyond the obloquy of a parcel n( very wretr^j^^^H 
whkh 1 rolcmnly pronounce the inhabitants ofSJ^^f 
to be I 2ind fo 1 touum m^ W\l vt^xVi ttulktioo* ^^| 
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you will forgive this trouble ; and fo with my fervice 
to your good wifei I am. 

Tour q)iry 'f friend and fervoHtf 

Jon. Swift. 



A prayer ufed by the Dean for Mrs John- 
son in her laft ficknefe, written OA. 1 7. 
1727II. 

MOST merciful Father, accept our humbleft pray- 
ers in behalf of this thy languilhing fervant. For- 
give the fins, the frailties, and infirmities of her life 
paft. Accept the good deeds (be hath done^ in fuch a 
B b 2 manner, 

f There feems to have been • word omitted here thro' hade. 

I Mn Johofbn was the daughter of Sir 'VX'illiaRi Tcrnnlc**! 
fteward, and the concealed, but undoubted wife of Dr Swift. 
Sir William Temple bequeathed her in his will loool. as an ac- 
ItocwledgRient of ner father's faithful lervicrs. I cannwt tell how 
long (he remained in England, or whether fhe made more journeys 
than one to Ireland, after Sir William Temple's death ; but, if my 
informationt are right, (he was married to Dr Swift in the year 
17xtf, by Dr AQie, then BiQiop of Clogher. 

Stella was a mofl amiable woman in mind and per/on. She hud 
an elevated and crftan ding, with all the delicacy and Ibfrnefs of her 
fkt- Her voice however (^eet in irfelf, was ftill rendered more 
harmonious by what the faid. Her wit was poignant without lc» 
rerity. H;r manners uere I.umane, polite, ca(y, and unrelirvcd. 
Vhcrever (he came, fh-; attra£^ed attention and cftrcm. As vir- 
tue was her guide in morality, fincerity «'a«i her guide in rchvion. 
She was conHant, but not oftentatiou^, in her devotions. 
She was remarkably prudent in her convcrflition. She had great 
llcill in mufic, and u as perfeOly well verfcd in all the icircr arts 
that employ a lady's leilure. Her wlc allowed her a ftmJ of pcr- 
f ctiui chearfiiloeli : her prudence kept diat cbcarfidniis within 
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manner^ that at whatever time thou flialt pleafe to call 
lier, (he may be received inta everlafting habitations. 
Give her grace to continue fincerely thankful to thee 
for the many favours thou haft beftowed upon her, the 
ability, and inclination, and pradlice to do good, and 

thofe 

popcr limits. She exaA!y aofwered the defcription of rcnelo|« 
JQ Homer: 

A -woman loveVttft of the lovely hind. 
In body ferfedt and complete in mind, 

Sach was Stella : yet, with all thefe accomplifhinents, (be never 
could prevail upbn Dr Swift to acknowledge her openly as hh 
wife. A great genius muft tread in unbeaten paths, and deviate 
from the common road of life; otherwife furely a diamond of £> 
much Uillre might have been publicly produced, altho' it had 
been fixed withid thecolhtof matrimony, fiut the flaw which 
in Dr Swift *s eye reduced the value of iuch a jewel, was the (ei> 
vile ftatc of her father, vho, as has been faid before, was a me- 
ntal (crvant to Sir William Temple. Ambition and pride will, 
at any time, conquer reafbn and judice ; and each larger degree 
of pride, like the laiser Bflics of prey, will devour aU the k& 
Thub the vanity of Soafting fiich a wife, was fupprefled by the 
greater van/ty of keying fiee from a low alliance. 

Dr Swift and Mrs Tohnfbn continued the fame oeconomy of 
life after marriage, which ihey had purfued before it. Tbef 
lived in feparate noufts ; he remained at the deanery, flie in lod- 
ging at a chdance from him, and on the other iide of the river 
liHy. Nothing appeared in their behaviour inconllftent with dc- 
coruin, or beyond the limits of Platonic love. They converftd 
like friends ; but they induftrioufty took care to fummon witnef* 
les of their converfation : A rule to which they adhered Co ttnOlYt 
that it would be diiBcult, if not impoifible, to prove they had 
ever bcin together without Come third perfbn. 

A condu^ Co extraordinary in itfelf always gives room for 
various comments and reflexions. But however unaccountable 
this renunciation of rsarriage- rights might appear to the world, 
it certainly rofe not from any confcioufhefs of too near a confaa- 
guinity between him and Mrs Johofbn, altho' the general voice 
of fame was willing to make them both the natural children of 
Sir William Temple. I am perfliaded, tiiat Dr Swifl was not of 
that opinion ; becaufe the fame falfe pride that induced him to 
deny the legitimate daughter of an ohfcure fervanr, n|igh{ have 
prompted him to own the natural daughter of fb eminent » maa 
as SJr William Temple. 

Inward anxkty afiedled by degrees the calranefsof her mind, an^ 
the ilccngth of her body. She began to decline in her health, in 
the year ijx^; and from the firfl fymptoms of decay, (he rather 

*»/Jeiud 
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cfe virtues which have procured the eflcem and love 
her friends, and a moll unfpotted name in the world, 
God, thou diipenfell thy bleflings and thy puni th- 
en ts as it beconicth infinite jufVice and mercy ; and 
ice it was thy pleasure to arRi:\ her with a long, con- 
int, weakly liate of health, make her truly (cnfiblc, 
at it was for very wife ends, and was largely made up 
her in other blefTings more valuable and lefa common, 
ontinue to her, O Lord, that firmnefs and conllancy of 
ind, wherewith thou haft moft gracioufly endowed her, 
gether with that contempt of worldly things and va- 
ties, that fhe hath (hewn in the whole condurt of her 
'e. O all-powerful Being, the Icail motion of wliofe 
ill can create or deftroy a world ; pity us, the mourn- 
l friends of thy diftrefled fervant, who fmk under the 
eight of her prefent condition, rvnd the fear of lofing 
ic moft valuable of our friends : reftor-e her to us, O 
ord, if it be thy gracious will, or infpire us with con- 
ancy and refignation, to fupport ourfelves under fo 
eavy an afRiction. Reftore her, O Lord, for the fake 
f thofe poor, who. by lofing her, will be dcfolate ; and 
lofe fick, who will not only want her bounty, but her 
ire and tending ; or elfe, in thy mercy, rail'e up fome 
:her in her place,, with- equal difpofition, and better 
silities. LefTen, O- Lord, we bcfcech thee, her bodi«^ 
f pains, or give her a double ftrength of mind to Alp- 
ort theni. And if thou wilt foon take h-jr to ihyfclf, 
irn our thought? rather upon that felicity which we 
ope ihe (hail enjoy, than upon that unfpeakable lofs we 
lall endure. Let her memory be ever dear unto us ; 
ndthe example of her many virtues, as far as human 
liirmity will admit, our conftant imitation. Accept^ 
) Lord, thefe prayers., poured from the very bottom 
f our hearts, in thy mercy, and for the merits of our 
ilefled Saviour., ^iweu, 

B b 3. JiHQibtr^ 

aft.'ncJ than Hirtmk hark in the dcfrcnf; tacitly plcife^to 6htf 
cr fi>ot itrps iLnJInp, to that pbce vlicre i\\ty neither wmtwy^ a&r 
rexii'fi vitntirric^i-. She tli«d towards ihc cndof J«niurjMi9*f, 
bfuluidv dcftroyed by the peculiarity of her fate \ a nr^ 
crh9ps the c^HiU ni>t hive incurred by viy alliiBOe r 
her pciHin in the worM. Orrrrjr, 

tilr^furthcr account uf Stctk inDc &ii\ftHVfc^^ 



"■1 1^ 



S94 P.RAYERS for Mrs JOHNSON. 

Another^ nvritten Nov. 6. 1727 f. 

O Merciful Father, who never afHi6left thy childreii, 
but for their own good, and with juftice, over 
ivhich thy mercy always prevaileth, either to turn them 
to repentance, or to punilh them in the prefent life, in 
order to reward them in a better; take pity, we be- 
feech thee, upon this thy poor afflidbed fervant, laa- 
guifhing fo long and fo grievoufly under the weight of 
thy hand. Give her ilrength, O Lord, to fupport her 
weaknefs ; and patience to endure her pains, without 
repining at thy corre^on. Forgive every rafh and in- 
confidcrate exprefiion, which her anguifh may at any 
time force from her tongue, while her heart continueth 
in an entire fubmifBon to thy will. Supprefs in her, 
liOrd, all eager defires of life, and leffen her fears of 
death, by infpiring into her an humble, yet affured hdpe 
©f thy mercy. Give her a fincere repentance for all her 
tranfgreinons and omiffions, and a firm refolution to 
pafs the remainder of her life in endeavouring, to her 
Dtmoft. to obferve all thy precepts. We befeech thee 
likewife to compo/c her thoughts ; and preferve to her 
the ufe of her memory and reaibn, during the coorfe of 
lier fickneis. Give her a true conception of the vanity, 
folly, and infignificancy of all human tilings ; and 
flrengthen her fo as to beget in her a fincere love of 
thee in the midfl of her fufferings. Accept, and impute 
all her good deeds, and forgive her all thofe offences a- 
f ainft thee, which (he hath fmcerely repented of, or, 
thro' the frailty of memory, hath forgot. And now, 
Q Lord, we turn to thee in behalf of ourfclvcs, and the 
reft of her forrowful friends. Let not our grief afflidl 
her mind, and thereby have an ill effect on her prefent 
diftemper. Forgive the iforrow and weaknefs of thofe 
among us, who fink under the grief and terror of lofmg 
fo dear and ufefjl a friend. Accept and pardon otur 
ixioft earnert prayers and wKhes for her longer continu- 
ance in this evil world, to do what thou art plea^d to 

call 

f Mrs Tohn£in» aKas Stella, died on the 28thof JamiBry fol- 
lowiu^ iii the i|4Lh ^t^i oC Vitx %^. 
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call thy fenrice, and is only her boonden duty ; that fhe 
may be ftill a comfort to us, and to all others, who will 
ivant the benefit of her converfation, her' advice, her 
good offices, or her charity. And fince thou haft pro- 
mifed, that where two or three are gathered, together in 
thy name, thou wilt be in the midft of them, to grant 
their requeft; O gracious Lord, grant to us who are here 
met in thy name, that thofe requefts, which, in the ut* 
jDoft iincerity and earneftnefs of our hearts, we have 
now made in behalf of this thy diftrefTed fer vant, and of 
ourfelves, may efFedtually be anfwered ; thro' the me- 
rits of Jefas Chriil our Lord. ji//ien. 



BONS MOTS TE STELLA. 

A Lady of my intimate acquaintance both in England 
and Ireland, in which laft kingdom fhe lived from 
the eighteenth year of her age, twenty fix years, 
had the moft and fineft accomplifiiments of any perfbn 
1 ever knew of either fcx. It was obierved by all her 
acquaintance, that fhe never failed in company to fay 
the beft thing that vv«s faid, v/hoever was by ; yet her 
companions were ufually perfons of the beft underftand- 
ing in the kingdom. Some of us, who were her nearcft 
friends, lamented that we never wrote down her re- 
marks, and what the French call ho/u mots. I will re- 
colledl as manv as I can remember. 

We were diverting ourfelves at a play called IVhat is 
ii iike f One perfon is to think, and the rell, without 
knowing the thing, to fay what is it like. 1 he thing 
thought on was the fpken : fhe had faid it was like an 
oyfler ; and gave her reafon immediately, becaufe it is 
removed by taking fteel inwardly. 

Dr Sheridan, wno fquaiidered more than he could af- 
ford, took out his purfe as he fat by the fire, and found 
it was vtty hot : fhe faid, the reafbn was, that his mo- 
ney burnt in his pocket. 

Sh f. called to her fervants to know what ill fmell was 
ill the kitchen? they anfwered, they were m^ing 
matches : Well, faid fhe> I have heard matches were 

made 
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made in heaven; but, by the brimfloney one wouU 
think they were made in hell. 

After (he had been eating fome fweet thing, a little 
of it happened to (lick on her lips : a gentleman told 
her of it, and offered to lick it off ; (he faid. No, Sir, I 
thank you, I have a tongue of my own. 

Jn the late King's time, a gentleman afked Jervas the 
painter, where he lived in London ? he anfwered. Next 
door to the King, (for his houle was near St James's), 
The other wondering how that could be ; (he {aid, Yoa 
miilakc Mr Jervas, for he only means next door to the 
^gn of a King. 

A gentleman who had been very filly and pert in her 
company, at lail began to grieve at remembering the 
lofs cf a child lately dead. A.biniop fitting By com- 
forted him, that he Ihould be eafy, becaufe the child 
was gone to heaven. No, my Lord, faid (he, that i< it 
which moll grieves him, becaufe he is fure never to fee 
his child there.. 

Having fcen fome letters writ by a king in a very 
large liand, and fome perfons wondering at them, (he 
faid it confirmed the old facing, T^at Kirgs bad long 

Dr. Sheridan, famous for punning, intending to (ell l 
bargain, faid, he had made aver)- good pun. Some body 

afkcd what it was? He anfwered. My a . The other 

taking offence, ll.e inf:ftcd the Dodlor was in the right; 
for every body knew that punning was his blind fide. 

Wkkn (he was extremely ill, her phy(]ciana faid. Ma- 
dam, you are near the bottom of the hill, but we wiH 
endeavour to get you up again. She anfwered, Dodlor> 
I fear I (hall be out cfinath before T get up to the top. 

A dull parfon talking of a ver)fmart thing faid to an- 
other panon a^ he tame cut of the pulpit, he was ham- 
mering a long time, but couJc not remember the jeft: 
(he bejng impatient, faid, 1 remember it very well, for 
I was there, and the words were thefe : Sir. you have 
bcjfi bldp.dtring at a ftory this half-hoar, and can nei- 
t.Ker make head nor tail of it. 

A very dir^y dergyman of her acqaaintance, who 
affeded fmartnefb and repartee, was aflced by fome of 
tht company, hov« his nails came to be fo dirty? He was 

^^^ It 
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at a lofs ; but fhe folred the difficulty, by fayicg. The 
Dolor's nails grew dirty by fcratching himfelf. 

A Quaker apothecary ient her a vial corked ; it had 
a broadbrim, and a label of paper about its neck. What 
15 that, faid fhe, my apothecary's fon ? The ridiculous 
refemblance, and the fuddennefs of the queHion^ fet us 
all a-laoghing. 

THOUGHTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS*. 

LAWS penned with the utmoft care and cxaftnefi, 
and in the vulgar language, are often perverted 
to wrong meanings ; then why fhould we wonder that 
the Bible is fo ? 

Altho' men are accufed for not knowing their 
weakness, yet perhaps as few know their own flrength. 

A man feeing a wafp creeping into a vial filled witk 
honey, that was hung on a fruit-tree, faid thus : Why» 
thou ibttifh animal, art thou mad to go into the via], 
where you fee many hundred of your kind there dying 
before you ? The reproach is jufl, anfwered the wafp ; but 
not from you men, who are fo far ^m taking example 
by other people's follies, that yoo will not take warning 
by your own. If, after falling feveral times into this 
vial, and efcaping by chance, I fhould fall in again, I 
ihould then but refemble you.' 

An old mifer kept a tame jackdaw, that ufed to fleal 
pieces of money, and hide them in a hole ; which the 
cat obferving, afked, why he would hoard up thofe 
round fhining things that he could make no ufe of ? 
Why, faid the jack-daw, my maflerbas a whole chcft- 
ful, and makes no more ufe of them than I. 

Men are contented to be laughed at for their wit» 
but not for their folly. 

If the men of wit and genius would refolve never to 
complain in their works of critics and detractors, the 
next age would not know that they ever had any. 

Aftbr 

• Thefe Thcafhts, and the Bons nuts de SteVa, (eem to ke 
part of Sheridan's coile^ion 9f Contcs i rire^ and £ghs moti^ 
8iCAt;^d in letter 128. 
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Aftbr all the maxims and fyflems of trade and com- 
merce, a ftander-by would think the affiairs of the worM 
were moft ridicaloufly contrived. 

There are few countries, which, if well cultivated, 
would not fupport double the number of their inhahi* 
tants, and yet fewer, where one third part of the people 
are not extremely ftinted, even in the neceflariesoflife. 
I fend out twenty barrels of corn, which would maintain 
a family in bread for a year, and I bring back in re* 
turn a vefTel of wine, which half a dozen good fellows 
would drink in lefs than a month, attheexpence of 
Aeir health and reafon. 

A motto for the Jefuits : 

^iue regio in terris nofiri mn ptema laBorh ? 

A man would have but few (po^tors, if he offered to 
fhew for three- pence how he could thruft a red-hot iroi 
into a barrel of gunpowder, anditihould not take^-ef. 

^ery. Whether churches are not dormitories of the 
living as well as of the dead ? 

Harry Killegrew faid to Lord Wharton, " Yob 
" would not fwear at that rate, if you thought yoa 
•* werelJoing God .honour". 

A copy of verfes kept in the cabinet, and only ihewtt 
to a few friends, is like a virgin much fought after and 
admired ; but when printed and pubiihed, is like a com* 
mon whore, whom any body may purehafe for half a 
crown. 

Lewis XIV. of France fpent his life in turning • 
good name into a great. 

Since the union of divinity and humanity is the great 
article of our religion, it is odd to fee fome clergy roea 
in their writings of divinity wholly devoid of humanity. 

The Epicureans began to fpread at Rome in the em- 
pire of Auguf^us, as the Socinians, and even the Epicu' 
reans too, did in England towards the end of King 
Charles II.'s reign ; which is reckoned, tho' very ab- 
furdly, our Auguftan age. Thty both feem to be cor* 
xuptions occaiioned by luxury and peace, and by polite- 
nefs beginning to decline. 

SOMETIMBi 
t See The -winder if vfCHdcrs, in vol. a« 
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Sometimes I read a book with pleafurey and deteft 
the author. 

At a bookfeller's (hop, fome time ago, I (aw a book 
with this title, Foems by the author of the choice f. Not 
enduring to read a dozen lines, I afked the company 
with me, whether they had ever feen the book or heard 
of the poem from whence the author denominated him- 
ielf ; they werie all as ignorant as J. But I find it com- 
mon with thefe fmall dealers in wit and learning, to 
give themfelves a title from their ^9i adventure, as Don 
Quixote ufually did from his laft. This arifeth from ' 
that great importance which every man fuppofeth him- 
fclf to be of. 

One Dennis, commonly called the critic^ who had 
writ a three- penny pamphlet againfl the power of France, 
being in the country, and hearing of a French priva* 
teer hovering about the coaft, altho' he were twenty 
ipiles from the fea, fled to town, and told his friends, 
they need not wonder at his hafte ; for the King of 
France having got intelligence where he was, had fent 
a privateer on purpofe to catch him {. 

Dr Gee, prebendary of Weftminfter, who had writ a 
finall paper againft Popery, being obliged to travel for 
his health, affedted to di(guife his pecfon and change his 
Dame, as he pafTed thro' Portugal, Spain, and Italy ; 
telling all the £ngli(h he met, that he was afraid of be* 
ing murdered, or put into the inquifition. He was a6t- 
ing the fame farce at Paris, till Mr Prior (who was then 
fecretary to the cmbafly) quite difconcerted the Doctor, 
by malicioufly diicovering the fecret, and offering to en- 
. gage body for body, that not a creature would hurt 
him, or had ever heard of him or his pamphlet. 

A chambermaid to a lady of my acquaintance, thirty 
miles from London, had the very fame turn of thought. 
When talking with one of her fellow-fer\'ants, Ihe laid, 
«• I hear it is all over London already, that I am going 
*• to leave my Lady." And fo had a footman, who be- 
ing newly married, defired his comrade to tell him freely 
what the town faid of it. 

When 

f The Rev. Mr Pomfret, a diflcnlin;; miniver. 
% See An accQunt 0/ the ^hrenzj of John Dennis, in vol. 8» 
p. 30>r 



300 THOUGHTS on. 

When (bmebody was telling a certain great nuniHer, 
that people were difcontented ; •* Poh," udd he, " half 
** a dozen fools are prating in a cof}i;e-houre> and prc- 
*< fently think their own noife about their ears is olade 
•• by the world.'* 

The death of a private man is generally of fo litde 
importance to the world, that it cannot be a thing of 
great importance in itfelf ; and yet I do not obfervc^ 
from the pradUce of mankind, that either philofophy or* 
nature have fuffidently armed us againft the fears whick 
attend it. Neither do I find any thing able to reconcile 
us to it, but extreme pain, Ihame, or defpair ; for po- 
verty, imprifonment, ill fortune, grief, ficknefs, and old 
age, do generally fail. 

Whence comes the cuflom of bidding a woman look 
upon her apron-ftrings to find an excufe ? Was it not 
from the apron of fig-leaves worn by Eve, when Ihe co- 
vered herfelf, and was the firfl of her fex who made a 
bad excufe, for eating the forbidden fruit ? 

I never wonder to fee men wicked, but I often won- 
der to fee them not afhamed. 

Do not we fee how eafily we pardon our own adUons 
and pafTions, and the very infirmities of our bodies ; why 
fhould it be wonderful to find us pardon our own dol- 
nefs?.^ 

Dignity and flation, or great riches, are in fome fort 
neceflary to old men, in order to keep the younger at a 
dillance, who are otherwife too apt to infult them upon 
the fcore of their age. 

There is no vice or folly that requires fo much nicety 
and (kill to manage, as vanity ; nor any which by ill 
management makes fo contemptible a figure. 

Obs£Rvation is an old man's memory. 

Politics are nothing but corruptions, and are confc- 
uenfly of no ufe to a good king or a good minifby ; 
&r which reafon all courts are fo full of politics. , 

Eloquence fmooth and cutting, is like a razor whet- 
ted with oil. 

Imaginary evils foon become real ones, by indulging 
our reflexions on them ; as he who in a melancholy 
fancy fees fomething like a face on the wall or the wain- 
fcot, can, by two or three touches with a lead pencil* 

..make 
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make it lock y'lLz.t, mi tr'-sc^r vr^ v .-.t 
cied 



nageir.enc 



out of thec:-nir. .".sC- i- r^t \. •'\' -• .- - - ,^ 
gir.aticn Th:* J '.r.i* 'i.: ". r .*,-.-: i -^-.- .. .. 
and cef:red h- »:.!- '^i tr * -.i.: -••. - •^: .: : 
fice u:cd a :-.r: s: :-. -. - . -:: .f* r ■-»-.. - • ■: - • .-. :. . .* 
a (hce: or ciper. v.: .:. :,* -^r :'* ti v. -_-, •- »- •- % 
• requiring a : rir? ^rf ; w^ ':.*•?• ..' "-r v .: r. ,.*: 
ufe cf a \:.'.T^ :::..r 't, lit .' i-:--^' •• v: ; r? * - 
go often c'-t c: ::.t i.ta.;::. a:c ',. f: :'• v * •? . -- 
He fu-ki j:f: nc: ;--. .-.r ' - -: :-,'-.*■ ■ - « , s 

only tcr '.:= -o.'.r. hv-t. ::,-::*,•< » -■ i- -'. ■ 

makes them R.r>:. 

A focir-.ar/: !m: :'.'-] I ' - -i^--:^-,*- -^ - ; -.^ 
thcrcfcre r.!-.-; ::.-., ".'. -.,i: '.'^.k-., '.'/.- .^c. 

wines falUr.cd :: :-. cs;. 

W«£v a m;r. :-*•*- : !v *- vv " . " '■ - - - -.r--^ 
he it like a j«i'g't.', v; ' '.'.■ ■ .-: : t . i . ' . • '• - ; : -.< 
convej's Lr.-:-.;.;r.^ -.*■-;. - .'—.',• -. ■.-:•'■ ' • ■ *-. 

i LL par.e?;.f. >-!£.": :.-. ■ v-*--; - •■ i- • \ - - '/ •-••;/, 

I have kr.O'. n r.*.:. - ir:y -^^ '. v- <■•.-.'• -.% 
upon c-rca: f-r/c-cf., v.*;: r.v.'f '•'/;•,; v , -. * ■• ■ Vf 
Echard of Ci.T:t,r:':2^, ••.'.'-' '•-'-- • '-^ '^.f**.;/ :/' .",< ■ -\;^, 
W2j a jfrei: ir..'-a:.ce. 

Om top of ?aj'r.f:;V-: v.^: iV-rt-i V^ ia.",- -., • -^ v-^ 
to Apollo. 

Matrimony Ka?h r.a'7 '.> .!'f-''*rr ; ? '■:.'- .* .% .' 

cord, ?o;eft}-. Jeaioufv. ',,?.>.:•/.. 'y^.-i':- , l//-.: r.y S'. 

Vision is the art cf f'tiriv \\.\'.y\ ::.■...'•. '^. 

The two maxim: ofar.v'gr'rat ir-ar; y. '/. .r ••" . A!- 
wayj. to keep his coiir.ttr.an'v': ; ar.d, NV.ei I'/ -^'^', •-% 
word. 

1 afked a pcor man how he C.V:. f lln (arl, Kc v/a» 
like a waftjbal!, always in decay. 

Hippocrates,^//'. 32.>V. (j-oLfcrv'.. •?.i« f'iV'-f.'.^ 
people are alwa)s fubjcdt to a loofcnfrf.. J wj;: ; h,/j- 
cians had power to remove the prof u(ion of wo.'J'*jfj 
many people to the inferior parts. 

Vot^^ c c ^ 
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A man dreamed he was a cuckold ; a friend told him 
it was a bad fign, becaufe when a dream is true, Virgil 
fays it pafles thro' the horned gate. 

Love is a flame ; and therefore we fay,-beauty is at- 
tra£live ; becaufe phyficians pbferve that fire is a great 
drawer. 

Qvis, the moft honourable name among the Romans; 
a citizen, a word of contempt among us. 

A lady who had gallantries and feveral children, toU 
lier hufband, he was like the auflere man, who reaped 
where he did not fow. 

We read that an afs's head was fold for eighty pieces 
of filver ; they have been lately fold ten thoufand times 
dearer, and yet they were never more plentiful. 

I mud complain the cards are ill Qiuffled, till I have a 
good hand. 

Very few men do properly live at prefent, but arc 
providing to live another time. 

When I am reading a book, whether wife or filly, it 
feems to me to be alive, and talking to me. 

Whoever live at a different end of the town frorome, 
I look upon as perfons out of the world, and only my- 
felf and the fcene about me to be in it. 

When I was young, I thought all the world, as well 
as myfelf, was wholly taken up in difcourfing upon the 
laft new play. ' 

My Lord Cromarty, after fourfcore, went to his conn- 
tryhoufe in Scotland, with a refolution to flay fixyeari 
there, and live thriftily, in order to favc up money, thai 
he might fpend in London. 

It is faid of the liorfes in the vifion, that their powci 
was in their mouths and in their tails. What is laid a 
horfes in the vifion, in reality may be faid of women. 

Elephants are always drawn fmaller than the life 
but a flea always larger. 

When old folks tell us of many pafTages in their youd 
between them and their company, w,e are apt to thiiJ 
how much happier thofe times were than the prefent 

Why does the elder filler dance barefoot, when tin 
younger is married before her ? Is it not that ihc maj 
appear fhorter, aad coiifc<\xi^xi?^^\i^^wx^\ younger thai 
the bride ? ^ 
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No man will take counfd, bar every rwrn ■?.;11 taV.c 
money ; therefore money is better than cocr/tl. 

1 never yet knew a wag (as the ttra i«; «^ho k it LVt 
a dance. 

A perfon reading to me a doU poem cf r:c cv^c n:^ 
king, I prevailed on him to fcratch ojt fix I:r.t: toi;&- 
ther ; in turning over the leaf, the ir.k fceir.y v/^t, h 
maxked as many lines on the ether ilie ; ^'r.ttt'A : e 
poet complaining, I bid bim be tiX';\ for :: Vk-o':;!^ o« 
Dtrtter if thofe were oat too. 

At Windfor I was obferving to my Lord Bolfr.^lr.ke, 
that the tower where the maids cf hor-oar lodged '«:x> 
at chat time were aot very handicme) wu mbc:« f:^ 
aaented with aows. My Lord^^d, it was beuufe u^ty 
finelt carrion. 



The story cf the INJURED LADY* 

Written by hericlf. 

In a Letter to her Friend. 

With lii5 Answer. 

S I R, 

BEing ruined by the inctJnftancy and ank:;i Jncf'. ■' f a 
lover, I hope a true and plain relation of ray mi f- 
fortunes may be of ufe and warning to credolou* fitLitiu, 
never to put too much truft in deceitful men. 

A gentleman • in the neighbour! jood had two mi- 
ftrefles, another and myfclf f ; and he prctcndc 1 ho- 
nourable love to us both. Our three houfcs i\iH)ti pretty 
near one another. His was parted from minf.* by :i ri« 
ver J, and from my rival's by an old broken w-tU |(. 
But before I enter into the particulars of thif t"-ii»Ir- 
snan's hard ufaee of me, I will ^ive a very jull inii'tir- 
tial character ot my rival and myfclf. 

C c 2 Ai 

• F.nRlanJ. \ The IvOt Um. 

t Scvtl«aa and IreianJ. t 'I l.c l'\Oi wall. 
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As to her perfon, (he is tall and lean, and very ill 
fhaped ; (he hath bad features, and a worfe complexionr; 
ihe hath a Ainking breath, and twenty ill fmells about 
her befides ; which are yet more unfufferable, by her 
natural (lutti(hne(s; for (he is always loufy, and never 
withoot the itch. As to her other qualities, (he hath 
no reputation either for virtue, honefty, truth, or man- 
ners : and it is no wonder, con(idering what her educa- 
tion hath been. Scolding and curfmg are her comnon 
converfation. To fum up all ; (he is poor and beggar- 
ly, and gets a forry maintenance by pilfering where- 
ever fhe comes. As for this gentleman, who is now b 
fond of her, (he ftill beareth him an invincible hatred ; 
revileth him to his face, and railetlhat him in allcoai- 
panies. Her houfe is frequented by a company of rogues, 
and thieves, and pick pockets, whom (he* encourageth 
to rob his henrooils, (leal his corn and cattle, and do 
him. all manner of mifchief. She hath been known to 
come at the head of thefe rafcals, and beat her lover un- 
til he wa^ fore from head to foot, and then force him U) 
pay for the trouble (he was at. Once attended with a 
crew of raggaxxuiHins, (he broke into his: houfe, turned 
all things topfy-turvy, and then fet it on (ire. At the 
fame time (he told fo many lies among his fervants, that 
it fet them all by the ears, and his poor fteward f was 
knocked on the head ; for which I think, and Co doth 
all the country, tliat (he ought to be anfwerable. To 
conclude her character r She is of a different religion, be- | 
iug aPre(bvcerian of the mod rank and virulent kind, * 
and confequently having an inveterate hatred to th« 
church ; yet I am fure, I have been always told, that in 
Tnarriage there ought to be an union of minds as well as 
of perfons. 

I will now give my own charafler ; and (hall do it ia , 
few words, and with modefty and truth. ! 

1 was reckoned to be as handfome as any in our neigh- 
bourhooil, until I became pale and thin with grief and 
ill ufage. I am dill fair enough, and have, I £ink, aa 
very ill feature about me. They that fee me now, will 
hardly allqw me ever to have had any great fhare of 

beauty i 
I CUarlcil. 
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beauty ; for, befides being {o mdch altered, T gor always- 
mobbed, and in an undrefs, as well ovit of negle^, as- 
indeed for want of cloaths to appear in. I might add- 
to all this, ' that I was born to a good eftate, altho' it- 
now turneth to- little account, under the. oppreffions I en*- 
dure, and hath been the true eaufe of adl my misfor* 
tunes. 

Some years aga this gentleman taking a fancy either' 
to my perfen or fortune, made his addreffes to me ; 
which, being then young and foolifh, J too readily ad- 
mitted. He feemed to \& me with fo much tendernefs,. 
and his converiation was ib very engaging,, that all my 
conflancy and virtue were too foon overcome ; and, to- 
dwell no longer upon a theme that caufeth fuch bitter* 
xefledUons, J muil confefs- with ihame> that I; was un- 
done by the common arts pra£lifed upon all eafy credu* 
lous virgins,, half by force,- and half by confent, after 
iblemn vo>vs and proteftations of marriage. When he 
had once got pofleflion, he foon began to play the ufual 
part of a too fortunate lover, afFe^Hng on all occafions 
to (hew his authority, and to ad like a conqueror. FM^. 
he found fault with the government of my family, which. 
I grant wasr none of the i^efl, confifting of ignorant illi'» 
terate creatures ; for at that time I^new buflittle of 
the world. In compliance to him, therefore, I agreed^ 
to fall into his ways and methods of living. J con^nted 
that his fteward fliould govern my houfe, and have li-t* 
berly to employ an under-fleward t» who flioukl receive 
his directions. My lover proceeded farther, turning awav 
icveral old iervants and tenants, and fupplying me witn 
others from^his own houfe. Thefe grew fo domineering' 
and unreafonable, that there was no quiet, and I heaixl 
of nothing but perpetaal qnarrels ; which altho* i 
could not poflibly help^yet my lover laid all the blams 
and ponifhment upon me ; and, upon every falling out; 
Hill turned away more of my people, and Gipplicd me- 
in their ftead with a number of fellows and dependents 
of his- own, whom he had no other way to provide fon 
Overcome by love,- and to avoid noife and contention, I 
yielded to all his ufurpations ; and finding ic in vain to 
C c 3 refift, 

t Lor J Licmenaot. 
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rf (:ft, I thought it my bed bolicy, to make my cornt t6 
xny new fervants, and draw them to my interefb. - 1 fed 
them from my own table with the beft I had, put my 
new tenants on the choice parts of my land, and treated 
them all To kindly, that they began to love me as well 
as their mailer. In prccefs of time all my old fervants 
were gone, and 1 had not a creature about me, nor 
above one or two tenants, but what were of his cha- 
fing ; yet 1 had the good luck, by gentle ufage, to bring 
over the greateft part of ihem to my fide. When my 
lover obferved this, he began to alter his language ; and 
to thofe who inquired about me, he would anfwer, that 
1 was an old dependent upon his family, whom he had 
placed on fome concerns of his own ; and he began to 
ufe me accordingly, neglefting by degrees all common 
civility in his behavour. I (hall never forget the fpeech 
he made me one morning, which he delivered with all 
the gravity in the world. He put me in mind of the vaft 
obligations I lay under to him, in fending me {o many ef 
his people for my own good, and to teach me manners : 
that it had coil him ten times more than I was worth to 
maintain me : that it had been much better for him if I 
had been damned, or burnt, or funk to the bottom of 
the fca : that it was but reafbnable I (hould drain ray- 
felf as far as I was able, to reimburfe him fome of hk 
charges : that, from henceforward, he expedted his word 
fhould be a law to me in all things : that I mud main- 
tain a parilh' watch againft thieves and robbers, and give 
falaries to an overfeer, a conftable, and others, all of 
his own chufmg, whom he would iend from time to 
time to be fpies upon me : that, to enable me the better 
in fupporting thefe expences, my tenants (hall be obli- 
ged to carry all their goods crofs the river, to his oun 
town- market, and pay toll on both fides, and then fell 
them at half-value. But becaufe we were a nafly fort of 
people, and that he could not endure to touch any thing 
we had a hand in, and likewife, becaufe he wanted 
work to employ his own folks, therefore wc mail fend 
all our goods to his mai ket juft in their naturals ; the 
milk immediately from the cow, without making it into 
chtefc or butter ; the corn in the ear ; tlie grafs as it is 
jDOwcd ; the wool as it comctli from the iheep*s back ; 

w.^ and 
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and bring the fruit upon the branch, that he might not 
be obliged to eat it after our filthy hands : that, if a 
tenant carried bat a piece of bread and cheefe to eat by 
the way, or an inch of worfted to mend his flockin^Sy 
he fhou'd forfeit his whole parcel : and becaufe a com- 
pany of rogues ufually plied on the river between as, who 
often robbed my tenants of their goods and boats, he 
ordered a waterman of his to guard them^ whofe manner 
was, to be out of the way until the poot wretches were 
plundered ; then to overtake the thieves, and f<^ze all as 
lawful prize to his msfler and himfelf. It would be end- 
lefs to repeat a hundred other hardfhips he hath put up- 
-On me; but it is a general rule, that whenever he ima- 
gines the fmalled advantage will redound to one of his 
K>otboy9, by any new oppreflion of me and my whole 
family and eftate, he never difputeth it a. moment. All 
this hath rendered me fo very infignificant and contemp- 
tible at home, that fome fervants, to whom I pay the 
««ateft wages, and many tenants, who have the moft- 
beneficial leafes, are gone over to live with him; yet I 
am bound to continue their wages, and pay their rents r 
by which means one third part of my whole income is 
fpent on his eflate, and above another third by his toll« 
and markets ; and my poor tenants are fo funk and im- 
poveriihed, that inflead of maintaining me fuitably to* 
my quality, they can hardly find me cloaths to keep me 
warm, or provide the common neceflaries of life for 
themfelves. 

Matters being in this pcfture between mc and my 
lover ; I received intelligence, that he bad been for fome 
time making very prefling overture.' of marriage to my 
rival, until there happened fome mifundcrftan dings be- 
tween them. She gave him ill words, and threatened to 
brerJc off all commerce with him. He, on the other 
fide, having either acquired courage by his triumnhs over 
me, or fuppofing her as tame a fool as T, thought at firft 
to carry it with a high hand ; but hearing at the fame 
time, that flie had thooghts of making fome private pro- 
poials to join with me r.gainft him, and doubting, uilh 
ver)' good reafon, that 1 would readily accept them, he 
feenied very much difconcerted. This I thou;:ht was a 
proper occaiion to flicw fome great example of gcnerofiiy 
^ and 
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and love ; and fo, without further confideration, I fentf 
him word, that hearing there was like to be a quarrel 
between bim and my rival, notwithflanding all that had 
palled, and without binding him to any conditions in 
my own favour, I would ft and by him, againft her and 
all the world, while I had a penny in my purfe, or a 
petticoat to pawn. This mefTage was fubfcribed by all 
my chief tenants ; and proved fo powerful, that my ri- 
val immediately grew more tradlabic upon it. The re- 
iult of which was, that there is now a treaty of mar- 
riage t concluded between them ; the wedding-cloaths' 
are bought, and nothing remaineth but to perform the 
ceremony, which is put off for^fomc days, becauie they 
defign it to be a public wedding. And, to reward my 
love, conftancy, and generofity, he hath bellowed oa 
me the office of being fempftrefs to his grooms and foot- 
men, which I am forced to accept or ftarve. Yet, in the 
Riidd of this my fituation, I cannot but have fome pity 
for this deluded man, to caft himfelf away on an infamous 
creature ; who, whatever Ihe pretendeth, I- can prove^ 
would at this very minute rather be a whore to a certain 
great man, that (hall be namelefs, if (he might have her 
will. For my part, I think, and fo doth all the country 
too, that the man is pofTeffed ; at leaft none of us arA 
able to imagine what he can poiEbly fee in her, unlefs (he 
hath bewitched him, orgivenhim fome powder. 

I am fure I never fought this alliance ; said you caor 
bear me witnefs, that I might have had other matches ; 
r>ay, if I vAere lightly difpofed, I could ftill perhaps have 
offers, that fome, who hold their heads higher, would 
be glad to accept. But alas ! 1 never had any (iich wic- 
ked thought ; all I now defire is, only to enjoy a litde 
quiet, to be free from the perfecutions of this anreafpa- 
able man, and that he will let me manage my own little 
fortune to the beft advantage ; for which I will onderr 
take to pay him a confiderable penfion every year, much 
more confiderable than what he now gets by his bppref- 
fions ; for he wuik, needs find himfelf a lofer- at lad,, 
when he hath drained me and my tenants fo dry, that. 

wo 

f Treaty of union. 
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we (tail not liave a penny for lam or oarrelves« There 
is one impofition of his I had almoft forgot» which I 
think infafferable, and will appeal to you, or any rea- 
ibnable perfbn, whether it be fo or not. J told you be- 
fore, that, by an old compad, we agreed to have the 
iame fteward ; at which time I confented likewife to rc- 
gnlate ray family and eftat« by the fame method with 
him, which he then (hewed me written down in form, 
and I approved of. Now, the turn he thinks fit to give 
this compa^ of ours is ytry extraordinary ; for he pre- 
tends, that whatever orders he fiiall think fit to pre- 
icribe for the future in his family, he may, if he wil}, 
compel mine to obferve them, without afklng my ad- 
vice, or hearing my reafons. So that I mufl not make 
a leafe without his confent, or give any direfUons for the 
well governing of my family, but what he countermands 
whenever he pleafeth. This leaveth me at fuch confu- 
fion and uncertainty, that my fervants know not when 
to obey me, and my tenants^ altho' many or them be 
very well inclined, feem quite at a lofs. 

But I am too tedious upon this melancholy fubje^ ; 
. which, however, I hope you will forgive, fince the hap- 
pineis of my whole life depehdeth upon it. I defire yoa 
will think a while, and give your beft advice what mea- 
fores I ihall take with prudence, jufHce, coarage, and 
honour, to protedl my liberty and fortune againft the 
hardfhips and feverities I lie under from that unkind; 
inconilant man. "^ 



The answer to tie INJURED LAD^. 

Madam, ^ 

IHave received your Ladyftup's letter, and carefully 
confidered every part of it ; and fhall give you my 
opinion how you ought to proceed for vour own fe- 
curity. But, Brii, I muft beg leave to tell vouf Lady- 
fhip, that you were guilty of an unpardonable weakneft 
toother day, in making that offer to your lover, of 
(landing by him in any quarrel he might have with your 
jdval^ You know very well, that ihe began to appre- 
-fc^ head 
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bend he had defigns of ufing her as he had done yoai 
and common prudence might have diredled you» rather 
to liave entered into fome meafures with her for joining 
againfl him, antil he might at Jeafl be brought to fome 
reafonable terms : but your invincible hatred to that lady 
hath carried your refentments fo high, as to be the caufc 
of your ruin. Yet if you pleafe to c©nfider, this averfioa 
of yours began a good while before (he became your ri- 
val, and was taken up by you and your family in a fort 
of compliment to your lover, who formerly had a great 
abhorrence for her. It is true, iiuce that time you have 
fufFered very much by her incroachments upon yoor 
eilate, but fhe never pretended to govern or direft yoa: 
and now you have drawn a new enemy upon yourfelf ; 
for I think you may count upon all the ill offices fhe can 
poflibly do you by her credit with her hufband ; . where- 
as, if inftead of openly declaring againft her, without 
any provocation, you had but fat flill a while, and {aid 
nothing, that gentleman would have lefTened his feverity 
to you out of perfedl fear. This weaknefs of yours yet 
call generofity , buUL doubt^there was more in the mat- 
ter. In Abort, Madam, I have good reafons to think 
you were betrayed to it by the pernicious couiiiels o£ 
fome about you : for, to my certain knowledge, fevend 
of your tenants and fervants, to whom you have been 
very kind, are as arrant rafcals as any in the country. 
I cannot but obferve what a mighty difference there is 
in one particular between your Ladyfhip and your rival. 
Having yielded up your perfon, you thought nothing 
elfe worth defending ; and therefore you will not now 
infift upon thofe very conditions for which you yielded 
at firft. But your Ladyfhip cannot be ignorant, that 
fome years fmce your rival did the fame thing; and up- 
on no conditions at all ; nay, this gentleman kept her 
as a mifs, and yet made her pay for her very diet and 
lodging. But, it being at a time when he had no (Rew- 
ard, and his family out of order, fhe ftole aWay, and 
hath now got the ft-iqk very well known among the wo- 
men of the town, to grant a man the favour over night, 
and the next day have the impudence to deny it to his 
face. But it is too late to reproach you with any fbr- 
mex overfightS} whch cannot now be redified. I know 
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&e matters of fadl, as yoa relate them, are true "and 
fairly reprefented. My advice therefore is this: Get 
your tenants together a> (bon as you conveniently can, 
and make them agree to the following refolutions. 

Firji^ That your family and tenants have no depend- 
ence upon the faid gentleman, farther than by the old 
agreement, which obligeth you to have the fame Rew- 
ard, and to regulate your houfehold by fuch methods as 
you ihall both agree to. 

' Secondly, That you will not carry your ^oods to the 
market oJF his town, uhlefs you pleafe, nor oe hindered 
from carrying them any where elfe. 

Thirdly, That the fervants you pay wages to, ihall 
live at home, or forfeit their places. 

Fourthly, That whatever leafe you make to a tenant, 
it ihall not be in his power to break it. 

If he will agree to thefe articles, I advife yon to con- 
tribute as largely as you can to all charges of pariih and 
county. 

I can aflure you, fevcral of that gentleman's ableft 
tenants and fervants are agajnft his fevere ufage of 
you, and would be glad of an occaison to convince the reft 
of their error, if you will not be wanting to yourfelf. 

If the gentleman refufes thefe juft and reafonable of- 
fers, pray let me know it, and perhaps I may think of 
ibmething elfe that will be more effectual. 

/ am. 

Madam, 

Your Ladxfinp\ &c. 



A« C O N S U L T A T I O N of four phyficians upon 
a lord that was dying. 

Firji DoHor, T S his honor (ic ; Pne laetus felis puis. 
1 It do es beat veris loio de. 

Second DoSior. No notis as qui caffi c vcr fel to mctri 
It. Inde edit is as faftas an alarum, ora fire bellate nite. 

I'hird DoSlor, It is vcri hi. 

Fourth Potior: Noto contra didu in mi juge mentltis 
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wri loto de. It is as orto maladi ium callet. Here e 
ver id odo reti refto a pair lori na mel an coli poft ure. 
Firji DoQor, It is a me gri mas I opi ne. 

Second DoBor, No dofto rite quit fora quin fi. Hens 
a plane fim tomo fit. Sorites Para celfus : pras re adit. 

Ftrjl Do8or. NoNO do£lor I ne ver quo te aquacafu do. 

Second DoBor, Sum arfo : mi autoris no ne. 

T&ird Da^or. No quare lingat prae fenti des ire. His 
honor is fic olFa colli cafure as i fit here. 

Fourth Doilcr. It is aether an atro phi ora colli caftt 
fed. Ife membri re ad it in doftor me ades efTe, here 
itis. 

Third DoSlor^ I ne ver re -fed s^page init, no re ver in 
tendit. 

Second DoGor. Fer ne lis olTa qui te deferent noti o 
nas i here. 

FirJi Dodor^ NoTis ab ludi fluxitis veri plene* 

Second Do6ior. I fitis a fluxit me re qui re ac lis ten 

Third Dotlor. I a ver his cafis venere a lafli difco ver 
edit in as hanc cor ; an da poli pns in his no fe. An di > 
fit be as i cetis> ago no rea me en fue. 

Firjl DoSior. It is ad ange rus cafas ani. 

Fourth DoSlor, I mus tellure alitis ago uti ^mor in 
his belli. Hi flo madlo is empti. 

FirJi DoSlor. It me bea pluri li ; avo metis veri pio 
per for manat his age. 

Second Oo6tor. Ure par donat prefenti des ire ; his dis 
eas is a cataride clare it. 

Third Dottor, Atlas tume findit as tone in his quid 
ni es. 

Fourth DoSlor, It is >alea pro fi fora uti fe. Prae hos 
his a poti cari ? cantu tellus. Ab lis ter me bene cefia 
rifum decens. Itis as urem edi in manicas es. 

Third DcSior. I findit ifto late tot hinc oflFa rem edi; 
fori here his honor is de ad. 

Second DoSlor, His time is cum 

Firft DoSIor. Is it trudo ut hinc ? 

Fourth Do3or. It is veri certa in. His par isbelli^ 
ringo ut foris de partu re. 

Third DoSlor, Nae, i fis ecce lens is de ad laetus, en dam 
apri edo prx foris fole. His honor has bina cato liquor 
a de ifti here. 
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Tirft DoSlor, Alor dis fum times as dngi as an afii reris. 

Second DcSor. A pi (lolls alligo time a verbi mi at ea 
dans fora forte nite. 

Third Oodcr. O mei ne vera tendo na nil ordinis iic 
nes ani more. 

fourth DoSor^ Api flolis ne a quin in a nil ordo fis 

Sua Htl ; fum pes fore times more. It iibs mala fito a 
oftor o fis hie. 
Second Dodor, Lstns paco fit is time. 
Firji Doctor, Abigo ditis hi time inde editis fbrus alto 
fellas campe ringo fas fafias arato at offa da iri ; fori 
fera bea tinge veri minute ; bimi folido. His lac qui^« 
an das turdis auffi do at valet is rea di forus. 

Second Dottor. All feris ab aft in a do, fori here ano 
is at adis (lane. 



. ADVERTISEMENT. 

For the honour of the Kingdom of Ireland. 

THIS is to inform the public, that a gentleman of 
long flady, obfervation, and experience, h&th 
employed himfelf for feveral years in making colle6lion8 
of feds, relating to the condudl of <//>t;/»f/, fhyficians^ 
lifwyersy foldiers^ merchanti, traders, and efquires ; contain- 
ing an hiflorical account of the mofl remarkable corrupt 
tionsj Jrauds^ opprefftonsy inaveriej, and perjuries ; where- 
in the names of all the perfons cpncerned (hall be in- 
ferted at full length, with fome account of their families 
and (lations. 

But, whereas the faid gentleman cannot complete his 
hiflory without fome afliftance from the public, he hum- 
bly defires, that all perfons who have any memoirs, oir 
accounts, relating to tJbdm/ekfes, their families^ their 
friends y or /7ff«/7/>r/tf»rf, which are well atteiled, and fit 
to enrich the work, will pleafe to fend them to the 
printer of this advertifement : and if any of the faid per- 
Ibns who are difpofed to fend materials, happen te live 
in the country, it is defired their letters may be either 
franked, or^ the poll paid. 

Vol. W. D d Ivlw 
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This colle^Uon is to commence with the year 1700, 
and be continued to the prefent year 1738. The work 
is to be in titled. The authors critical hijltry of bis ovm 
times. 

It is intended to be printed by fubfcriptien, in a large 
o£lavo; each volume to contain five hundred fadts, and 
to be fold for a Btitiih crown. The aatfaor propofedi 
that the whole work (which will take in the period flf 
thirty-eight years) (hall be contained in eighteen vo- 
Inmes. 

Who EVE K fhall fend the author any accounts of po^ 
fons who have performed any a^s of/ufiice^ charity^ fa^ 
blic fpirit^ gratitude J fidelity^ or the like, attefted by in- 
dubitable witneifes within the fame period ; the ia^ 
fa£ls fliall be printed, by way of appendix, at the cod 
of each volume, and no addition to the price of the 
work demanded. But, left fuch perfbns may apprehend 
that the relating of thefe fads may be injurious to their 
reputations, their names ihall not be fet dowa without 
particular direction* 

A^ B, There will be a fmall number printed 01 
royal paper for the curious, at only two Britiffi crowns. 
There will alfo be the ejjigies of the moft eminent per- 
sons mentioned in this work, prefixed -to each veloDMi 
CuriouHy engraved by Mr Hogarth. 

SuBscaiPTxoNS are taken in by the printer hereofi 
and by the bookfellers of London and Dnbliiu 
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has the reputation of moft profound and uni* 

verfal learning : this is the general opinion, nci* 
ther can it be eafily difproved. An old rafty iron chefi 
in a banker's (hop, ftrongly locked, and wonderfiei 
heavy, is full of gold ; this is the general opinion, nci- 



ther can it be difproved, provided the key be loft, and 
what is in it be wedged fo clofe that it will not by any 
• ^''' -^ mtxai b^ the chinicin^ Doint 



motion ^covu \]i^ 
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^ CI 

H«i is hh pteafure i and as no man confuks anoiher in 

PSs pl«ifijtf5> neither does he in this i by his awkw:ird- 

Ikcis and nnndvKcdneCs difi^pp stinting his own good tle- 

figtis, HU high l^atian Hath plac<?d him in the w^iy ot' 

treat employments j which, vviihout tire leail poltrfking 
b nauve raftkky, havt; given him a tinfture nf pride 
mud a.mbitbn. But thcfe vices would have paficd con- 
cealed under his r.atunil fjmphcJty, if he had not endea- 
voured to hide them by art. His difpoCtion to ttucly 13 
the very faaac with that of aii uCurer to hosfd ftp money, 
or of a vitiDos yoting fellow to a wendi ; inotlnng but 
ftvarke and evil conciipilceiice» to which his coniHtudoii 
has fortuDately given a more ianDcetit curn^ He is for- 
did and fafpiciotis m his do^e^o, without tcne or h^« 
tred ; which 15 but reafanable, fmee he has neither tr lend 
uor enemy ; without joy qt grief ; in Jljoit, without all 
pafions but f^ar, to whkh of all others he hath le.nil 
feemptatiou, having uotJiing to g^tor 10 loie ; no poiie- 
iity» relation, or friend, to be folicitomt about ; and 
placed by hjs ftaticin above the rea.ch of fortune or envy. 
He halh found ou: the fecret of preferring men wftho«r 
dtftfving theb- thanks ; and where he dilpenfes his fa- 
voun to perfons of merit, they are kh Mi fed t£» him 
than la fortune. He is the firft of human race, thiit, 
with gnrat iwkantages of karaingt piety, and fladon^ 
cvGt efeaped being a great man. That which tcli.^i-s 
heft with him, is mixed liquor and tcixed company* a^d 
h£ Is feldtim unptovided with vary bad of both* Hr h 
b wife ID vaJne hi^ &^vti health more than other mens 
iiofes i ib that thf m-'t l.-sfio arable place at his table ist 
much dw wofiV, v in fummer. it has been af- 

£jiDed, that mig^*^^'-./ ■►c wajj not altogether devoid of 
wir, tilt it was extnided frt»m his head to make room for 
other mcn5 thon girls. He will admit a gov^emor, pm« 
?pded it be otic who n very (jflicbES and diligent^ oyt- 
wardly pio * how to manage and 

jg^^k^ the ti 1 will be mhcx glad 




Oda. 



T^4. 



mm 



3i6 

The blunders, deficiencies, diftrefles, and mif- 
fortunes of Quilca. 

Propofed to contain one and twenty volumes in 
quarto. Begun Apfil 20. 1 724. To be continued 
iveekly, if due encouragemenc be given. 

BU T one lock and a half in the whole houfe. 
The key of the gaixlen-door loft.. 

The empty bottles all uncleanable. 

The vefTels for drink few and leaky. 

The new houfe all going to ruin before it is finiihed. 

One hinge of the ftreet-door broke oflF, and the people 
forced to go out and come in at the back door. / 

The door of the Dean's bed-chamber ^1 of large 
chinks. 

. The beaufet letting in fo much wind that it almoft 
blows out the candles. 

The Dean's bed threatning eveiy ntght to fall under 
kirn. 

The little table looTe and broken in the joints. 

The paflages open over head, by which the cats pa& 
continually into the cellar^ and eat the vidoals ; fbr 
which one was tned» condemned, and executed by the 
fword. 

The large table in a very totterihg^ condition. | 

But one chair in the houie fit for luting on, and that 
in a very ill flate of health. 

The kitchen perpetually crouded with favages* 

Not a bit of money to be had in the country. 

Want of beds, and a mutiny thereupon among the 
iervants, till fupplied from Kells. 

An egregious want of all the moft common necefTaiy 
titenfils. 

. Not a bit of turf this cold weather, and Mrs Johnfon . 
and the Dean in perfbn, with all their iervants, fojxed 
to affift^at the bog in gathering up the wet bottoms of 
old clamps. : . ' 

■ The grate in the ladies bed-chamber broke, and forced 
to be removed, by which they were compelled to be 

^Hthout 
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without fire ; the chimney fmoaking intolerably ; an# 
the Dean's great coat was employed to ftop the wmd- 
from coming down the chimney, without which expe- 
dient they mull have been ftarved to death. ' 

A mefTenger fent a mile to borrow an' old brokeif- 
tnn-di(h. 

Bottles flopped with bits of wood and tbw, indead 
ef corks. 

Not one ateniil for a fire, except an old pair of tongs, 
which travels thro' the houfe, and is likewife employed 
to take the meat out' of the pot, for want of a flefh- 
fork. 

- Every fervant an u-rant thief as to vrdluals and driifk, 
and every comer and goer sis arrant a thief of every things 
Ik op fh» can lay their hands on. . 

The fpit blunted with poking iBto timber for bogs^ 
and tears the meat to pieces. 

Bellum atque fceminam : or, A kitchen- war between 
nurfe and a naily crew of both fexes ; (he to prefervtt 
order and cleai^inefs, they to deib^y both; and they 
generally are conqu^fors. 

April 2%, This fmorning the great fore-door quite 
open, dancing backwards and forwards with all its 
weight upon the lower hinge, which muft have been 
broken^ if the Dean had not accidentally come and' re- 
lieved it. 

A great hole in the fk)or of the ladies chamber, every* 
hour hazarding a broken leg. 

Two damnable iron fpikes-ered^ on the Dean's bed- 
flead,. by which he is in danger of a broken ihin at riling 
and going to bed. 

The ladies and Dean'^ fervants growing fill into the 
manners and thieveries of the natives ; thejadies them- 
felves very much cpfrupted ; the Dean perpetually llorm-i 
ing, and in danger ef either loiing all his fleih, or fink- 
ing into barbarity for the fake of peace. 

Mrs Dingley full of cares for herfelf, and blunders,. 
and negligence for .her friends. Mrs Johnfon nek and 
hclplefs. The Dean de:>f and fretting ; the lady's maii 
awkward and clomiy ; Robert lazy and forgetful ; WJI- 
liaz9 a pragmatical, ignorant, and conceited puppy ; 
D d } >&:!(^\sw 





F EN C 
Kobifv wod tkWt&M the two greftt vd out y Tisf porta of At 

Btilitm k^^um i or. The m'dky battle, ^ugKe be- 
fwecn cKe Dcmi and the crew oi Qgttca ; the \§txm in* 
iffcilig Oil their privikge ^f not mdking lUl rlev^n in tic 
forenoon; wKerea^ Mn Johnfon wajjtcd fii' h( 

iof her bodih^ In ihi^ bauk ihe.Deangot H.. .^ ; 

but the crew of Qui k a begin to rebel agam ; hi it b 
tius diy aIiboII ten o'dodi, mid Mn Johsfca bath Aot 
gotKei milk. 

A proverb on tbe lazinrft and lodgings of tbe Imaa^: 

T*^/ 'Ei^^iV^' i^itrjfyi^ thi hft^gr they lie<. 

Two great hcies in the will oi the tidiw bed-cbisn- 
bcr. jyH ac tlie back of the bed, and one of ibeoi di^ 
ttO\y behind Mrs Johi^fbn's piUow, either of m\ikk 
would blow out a cm^lt 'm the cdmeA dajr. 



A modefl Def-ence ofahteBoEi^f by 3ft 
iinloiown autlior, called, The Ladv's 
DjtES SING -Ro o M '*'. 



WrUteo m Ibe year 1752. 

[T'&i /^«»i o«t '^^ Lady's dfeffioig^TOoni hmernggmm ^ 
^st/ /tf tifen^' fqueanijJh ladies^ iin<i f&mt tine ei^is^tlemtOto 
JC ^iun imaghi pr^er la pubiijk tk» /^HmMing delbfiCE.] 

A Poem, Of pampMer^ ptibljihed in tbj& kingdom 
without a iiainc, will not kmg want one, if tbe 
paper maketh any coife* 
T»ift t is axrttajB. fer/m of didindlon atDonj^vSi wl)^ 
wconj^^re^ to have writters iHtitiy tluitg^i botb in pofii 
and verfet fof the fervice of the mboni which undoubt* 
edjy were publifhcd with hts own cofiltot. It 1 T i ! ^^ 
licv<?<J, that he ha.1 cojupoft'd others occofioiK. "a a 

amaferrKMit of hisnfvlf mA a few inttmarc frieod>i whtch* 
by the indilcretjon of othtjrs, were, from fblen an<i io- 
C«Arr€:£% copirs, drregfJ iaio Ugbf* 
But 1 hold it im cenain, ihat a miKb greater nttitt^ 

• Sec ihU pocoi \m vol, 4. V- ^\t. 
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t>fT ksre, hf tKe boldoeti rf §rmtir>^ md the want of 
jwtgBicot m ruAJ^TM^ bcm ciiarpd opcm ihsr tf4ii«*v 
wbereiiv he ncvrr had the Jmallrft fiiigcT» as t tm mimrcd J 
ke hatli ofHm 4eclafff<d ; asd wJkkk is remirkibie, wzi J 
aj £ic« ii3 dilb«riiiG^ (omt wrkings ckarg«d spoa kim^l 
ttf wkkh be hhd ro region U> be a^uused, as He ciMild b^] 
tlic aicaiicil pi odiicbcMid erf Hib^tTuan Grabdrevc. 

As CD tbde ^tal f«Hes, caHed Tiv /W^'j ^iw^%*r««iii^ 
ivlikli h»ve fa bighlx mBained tlie mhwU feir, (excef t a 
iref y few of better ju^^mrst); a& I cazi by xko mesuii jii^ 
isty tW talgar CfinMt ti>^l ieemet^ m £x it opoit a 
pcmo fe wdd nowa for iirork» of a ver) diibmt »»• j 
1^1 caaaot btu Umeitt tlie prevailiiig ill eaie a- ' 
OS** wbkh ja Qoc a^ to di^covejr thai sfefuJ fiittW j 
dicQ^ every li«e* aad the autter m dccciitlf J 
mapp^ op aa it is fofl*bk tl»e fob^ could bear, 

Ofojf^mjl hath, ite agea aad nations^ been 

well known to ihofe *ho axe coi^rcrfmt with the aticientl 
f^iu And £b k h fltU aai4>ng tfie 7^^^@ people of ' 
jttdgmcnt and Ibbiiety, when i!iey are <£rpo&l to n^.irry. 
Aro I do not doobCf boc ibat ikere h t greKt cumber d£ 
yoaog laiies m this rowii awtl kingdoiBa who* in rca^drng 
tbac poem, find great complacciKj in dteir own mnsd.^ 
from a coniciouAiefi., that the fatincat part in the L^'i j 

Ig^^Ki-re&m doth not in the Icafl a^fi ihcni. 
* Wberepdie it is manifefl, tbat no ^rm wnstrtf\ 
^ritten wi*b a better dtBgn for liie fef^jce of the /#* ; 
therein our *^9/kr liadi obferved, to a title, rfie precepts 
bT hh nuflrr Horace g or, ttkdecd« ralbrr hatb gone very 1 
Er bc/ond him, in the artkk ct Jutm^f. 
BID 
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had imitated his mofter^s ftyh^ the whole world miglir^ 
with great appearance of realbn» have been up in arms- 
againil him» 

Therefore, to fet thefe two p9eu in a true light, I 
have ventured, for the fatbfadion of both fexes, to tranf- 
late as literally as I could,} ten lines^in Horace, upon the 
very fame fubjed, which our author hath handled with 
a decency {o far fupenor to his Roman mafter.. 

To judify the truth of my tranilation, I deiire all fine 
gentlemen and ladies will appeal from me to the infor- 
mation of the learned, that I may be wholly -clear 
from the leaft cenfure of miireprefenting fo great an au- 
thority ; for indeed, If I have been guilty of any fault, 
k is in nalliating the grofs expreffions in the original 
and fonemng them very mack to the folkm^s o? the 
frefent Agi* 

The Latin is word for word as follows. 

Aut agitur res in fceniSy aut aQa refer.tur.. 
&igniu> irritant amnios dtn.ljfa per aitrem, 
i^luam qum funt oculis fubjt£la fidelihus^ tt qsu^ 
Jp/i fihi tradit fptSiator, Non tanten intfu 
Digna geri promes- in fcenam ;, multaque toUes 
Ex oculis t qtue max narrtt facundia pr^tfens*. 
l^ec pueros coram populo Mtdea trucidet ; 
^4»4t humana palam coquat exta nefarius Atreus. 
jSut in a*vem Progne 'vertttur^ Cadmus in angstem. 
^odcunque ofietidis mbi Jicy incredidus odi. 

The literal tranflatimi \Acrcof is thus*. 

Some ladies do their netd \tSotfi your face : 

Some only ull the a^ion and thp flmce. 

Ouf mind i»* lefs provok'd by wlu^tit hears,. 

Than what the fadl before our. eyifT appears. 

Ivi clofet dark, your cedar-box he nid ; 

Not in a parlour fhowa without the lid. 

Some anions mufl be always out of fight,. 

Yet, elegantly toldy may give delight.. ' 

Nuife 
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Nnrfe rnnft npt hold the child, and cry Eee Hee, 
When Madani and her friends are o'er their tea* 
Atreus, with ladies by, miflakes his wit. 

In new-bom t s to run a red-hot fbit. 

Mifs Progne muft not cry, j1 birdy a bird ! 

Before good company, and fliew a t d. 

Cadmus, who voids out worms of monfb-ous fize, 

In mere good manners fhould deceive our eyes; 

Muft do hh dirty work behind the fcene. 

And ere he (hews the vermin^ wipe them clean. 

To bring foch odious objedls full in view, 

liYiO^ fools may laugh, ^twill make a nui/t man fpue. 

I defire the reader will compare the leaft exception* 
able lines in the Ladys dreffing-room with the leaft oficn- 
five of (hefe in Horace ; altho' purged by me, as muclr 
as could coniift with preferving the true ienfe of the 
original. Yet this was the great mafter of folitenefs in 
the Roman empire, at the time itflouriihed moft ior 
arts and arms. 

Horace, you fee, makes ufe of the plain flovenly 
words, which our decent Irilh poet induftrioufly avoideth,* 
and fkippeth over a hundred dirty places, without 
fouling his fhoes. Horace, on the contrary, plainly^ 
calleth z/padcf a fpade^ when there was not the leaft 
neceffity ; and when,, with equal eafe, as well as iigni- 
ficancy, he might have exprefled his meaning in homel/ 
terms, fit for me niceft ears of a queen or a duche/s, 

I do therefore politirely decide in favour pf our HW 
bernian bard^ upon the article of decency ; and am ready 
to defend my propofition againft all mankind ; that, in 
the ten lines of Horace, here fkithfiiUy and favourably;^ 
tranflatcd, there are ten times more ficvenly ixprejfions^ 
than in the whole foem called The ladfs dreffing-room ; 
and for the truth of this prop6fttion, I am ready to ap- 
peal to all the yovng ladies of the kingdom, or to fuch. 
a committee as my -very adverferies fhaU appoint. 



Thb' 
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The Addrcrs of the inhabitaBts of the Tihcxtf 
of the Dean and Chapter of St Patrick'Si 
Dublin *v 



N 



WE the mhabitaTit} of ih« liberty of die Cem md 
Chapter of St Patrick's, Dublin, aod the nmh* 
boorkood o£the fame,. Laving been informed P]f 
ttfiiveifii reportt that a certain man of thb city kath o- 
penly threatened and fworn^ before maxiy liiiRdrcci pcf»* 
pie, ai well pcHon^ o£ qjiality as odieiSt that be refolves, 
upon tht &riL oppoftunity, by the help of feveral ni^aasi 
to niL*rder oc maim the Reverend the Dean of St Pa* 
trick's, ottj" neighbour, benefa^bri and head of the E- 
beity of St Pt trick's, upon a frivolous approved fufpi- 
don, of the f^id Dean's having wricten foine lit^eiift 
verfe reflefling on the fa id man ; 

TMEaEFonE we, the faid itihabitanls of the faid liber- 
ty, and in the neighbourhood thereof, from our Iteat 
love and rcfpcfl m the faid Dt^n, to whoGQ the whd^ 
kingdom hath fo many obligations, as wdl as wc of^e 
liberty, do uDanimoaily declare. That we will endeavour 
Id defend the life and limbs of the f^ Dean againB tha 
laid man, and all his roflans and murderers, asfaras 
the law wiU allow ; if he, or any of them, prefume to 
come into the faid liberty, with any wicked tnaltciaua 
Intent, agaiiLil the ho^fe, or family, or perion, or goodi 
of the ^d Dean.. To which we have cheaifujly, ija- 
cerely, and hcartdy iec our band^. 

The Dean bebg in bed, very much Indirpofed, aa4 
not able to rtmve the iatd peribo4> dilated the ^ 
itig anfwer*^ 

I receive with great thnukfalnels thele many kmd ex» 
prcffioos of }Oin concern ihs my fafety, as well as yc 
declared refc/lution to defend me (as hr a J the lawf| 
God and man will allow) agiinft all murderers and rtj 
£ans, who ihall attempt to enter nuo the liberty with 

•By 
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may bloody or wicked dcfigas, vpon my life, my liaibs, 
tny hoafe, or my goods. GentknieD, ay life b in die 
hands of God ; and whether it may be cat off by trea- 
chery or open violence, or by the common way of ocher 
men, as long as it continues, I ihall ever bear a grateful 
memory for this favour yon have ibcwn, beyond my ex- 
pedtation, and almoft exceeding my wHhes. The inha* 
fMtants of the liberty, as well as diofe of the neighboor- 
liood, have lived widi me in gieat amity for near twenty 
years ; which I am consent will never diminifh during 
my life. 1 am chiefly ibrry, that by two cruel diforders 
^ deafiieis and giddineis, which have porfued me for 
fonr months, I am not in a condition either to hear, or to 
receive you, much \e& to return my moft (iacere acknow- 
ledgments, which in juftice and gratitude I ought to do^ 
May God blefs you and your families in tins w<H'ld, and 
make yoa for ever happy in the next. 



A Letteh from the Grand-Mistress 
of the Female Free Masons to 
George Faulrener, Printer* 

Jxioftf imfious, lewJ^ fffane^ 
Bright Juno fwoe^df but ot-tftfV in nminp 
Long bad be languifiPi for the dame^ 
^ill Jo^e at lengthy to quench bis fianu^ 
Some Jay for feer* f^nte Jay for fity. 
Sent him a cloudy like Juno pretty ^ 
jit like as if ^tnuere drawn by painters f 
On njuhich he got a race ef Centtmrs, 
A hite^ quoth Vgwvs. 

A. B. C. lib. 6. p. 107. 

SEein c it is of late become afaihion in town, in wri- 
ting to all the world, to addrefs to you, our fociety 
of Female Free Mafons has alfo chofen you for our 
printer ; and fo, without preface, art, or imbelliihment, 
(for truth and a fliort paper needs none of them), our 
fttnali lodge has the whcdc my^txy as well as any lodgo 

in 
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in Europe, with proper inflradions in writing';' and, 
what will feem more flrange to yoa, without the leaf 
taint oi perjury, <By this time any render who is a mafon^ 
will, I know, laugh, and not without indignation. But 
that matters not much ; our fex has long .owed youn 
this good turn. You refufed to admit Q^Elifabeth, and 
even Semiramis Queen of Babylon, tho' each of them 
(without ^a«»/»ij) had a great deal of male fie/h upon 
their bodies ; but at laft you will be forced to own we 
have it ; and thus it was we tame by- it. 

A gentlemap, who is a great friend to all our mem- 
bers, who has fince inflrudkd and formed us into a lodgt^ 
and whom we therefore call our ^uardiatiy fell in lately 
with a lodge of Free Mafom at Omagh in Ulfter. 1 hejr 
preiTed him hard to come into their fodety, and at length 
prevailed. They wanted an Old Teftamem to fwear him 
by. The hmkieper^s Bible having both Old and Nev9 
bound up together, would not do : for the Free Mafoia 
oath being of much older date than the Neiv Tejiamtnt, 
that is, from the building of Solomon*s temple> (fc» till 
then it was but a proteflation well larded over with 
eurfes and execrationj)^ they are always fworn on the 
OidT?ftament only. They offer to buy the fellow's 
Bible ; he confents ; but finding they were to cut away 
the Nenu Tejfament from the Old, concluded them at 
once a pack of profane wretches, and very pioufly re- 
fcued his BiBle, This cuftom of fwearing on the Old 
Teftament only, is what has given birth to the vulgar er- 
ror, That Free Mafom renounce the New Tejlament, So 
they proceed on the reft of the ceremony, deferring the 
oath till next morning, one of them having an OldTe- 
ftament for the purpofe at his houfe hard by. This, it is 
true, was a hainous blunder againft the canons of free 
Mafonry, But the gentlemen were far gone in punch 
ZTidk<whiJky, In (hort, our friend and prefent guardian 
is made a Free but unpworn Majoriy and was three hours 
gone on his journey next morning, before the merry 
Free Mafom awoke to fend for their Old Tejlament\ 
and, what was worfe, they had taught him the form of 
the oath, againft he was to fwear in the morning. 

Now, as to the fecret words and fignals ufed among 
Free Ma/om^ it is to be obfervcd, that in the Hebrew 

^^\ial>et. 
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tir?'-, tier* ir* ::ir ra:.- :r .trrar;. i*- ^--r.iji t:a::t ptir 

and J:/ :r ; s^i ss. :2ieae ieyssi L. ziitu Lru^ Ui£ 
grip*- . . 

one cn« -^rfj, ritf t'-i.?? irr»^rj Ttm, , £rT.fii--^r- t:jK 
they nccld feoc^ D* lisr^ '- "^ filjOfti "L:*t di- 
vulge the,«f*/f. 

THty a^':!, ^-rr f:4 Csz^z ypt ttci I Jie i ^t!"^ft s ly- 
ing or* CSS of ca» £:»>p:ifiu izif, *iftt Jltl t* JLiore, 
in3r!y :h:3 psccj z'T-jtz: J'Ln «- '-.^f -«y^- • v iVcrc<« 

/Jtf.'/.-t and .P ' h are like" :Ar> kil -ejJ'jwfc, or a 

gallons cc: in t*^ a: :>e crsfc ^ck cr: :cp : by \^hkli« 

when prjao"jr.:*i. they ir-'-iefiiiero ea-ch c:rer. :hat ihry 

wocli raLher he halir' hasgeii than nac:e e:;her ^i /-i or 

^j*^. before an> bu: a mic^y, !b &£ C9 be undcrSooJ. 

Wke:. one fajs O'w/, the oih?r aafvicrs A:.t ; ihctt 
the firft again joining both letter? together, repeats three 
times, G:.'Kr.'-\'tK, C.m.t:-2^Ln^ C-'r-f.-ybn ; h\ wiiu'h 
they mean, that the)* are un:tcd :ls one in intere:?*. I'e- 
crecy, and affeAion. This la!l word has in lime hctix 
deprat'ed in the pronunciation from C;freJ-\bft to <■'.•!•#- 
/km, and at lail to Gtbium, and fcmetimes (iV.'-V* ; ^hich 
word being by fome accident difcovered, they now-a- 
days pretend it is but a «c.-4^crr^. 

AxoTHER of iheif words has been maimed in the pro- 
nunciation by the illiterate ; that is, the letter i*rrr.^^ 
which was the l*u//t iiorJ ; for, when fpokc by any ,V#- 
/^v» in a i^/f^e, it was a warning to the rell to have a 
care oflifteners. It is now corruptly pronounced /.«i* ; 
bu: the /».« >;• pretend thi- alfo is a //.-.i-qri/r./, lor dici 
fa.:ie reafnn as 6'. '.".'.. This play with the Ilohrrw al- 
p}..;he: is very anvicnil; r;.llcd tin* Man xiioi ^ i n. 

Wmfn one • f'n nidciN anoihrr to wnlk like a ma/w^ 
he Mu'l waJk four fte|>s hack ward » : four, bccaufe of 
the four pair of Icttei:> alrc.idy mentioned j and back- 

Vol. IV. E c wudi. 
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wards, bccaufe the Hebrew is writ and read backwards. 

'As to their mxftcncus grips, they are as follows. If 
they be in company, where they cannot with fafety 
ipeak the above words, they take each other by the 
hand; one draws one of the letters of the Manaboietb 
with his finger on the other's hand, which he returns as 
in fpeaking. 

It is worth obfcrving. that a certain loilge in town pa- 
bliflied fome time ago a fheet full oi mock^mafonryy pure- 
ly to pu7.7le and banter the town, with feveral falfe 
figns and words, as JVlaefa or AJarn, writ backwards, 
Soai, Kimrod^ Jakins, PeSioral^ Guttural, isfc* but not 
one word of the real ones, as you fee by what has bcea 
laid of the Manaboleth. 

After King James VL's acceflion to the throne of 
England, he revived mafonry, of which he was grani 
§najt€r both in Scotland and England : it had been en- 
tirely fupprefTed by Qaeen Elizabeth, becaufe (he could 
rot get into the fecret. All perfons of quality, after 
the example of thQ King, got thcmfelves admitted Frn 
"Mafcni ; but they made a kind of ManaBoleth inEn- 
pli(h, in imitation of the true and ancient one ; as 1. 0. 
U. H. a gold key ; / oijue you each a gold hv ; H. CCCC 
his ruin. Each forfeei bis ruin, I. C. U. B. YY. for me, 
I fee you be too n.tife for me. And a great deal more of 
the fame foolifli (luff, which too!^ its rife from a filly 

pun upon the word Bee ; for you muft know, that 

A bee has, in all ages and nations, been the 
grand hteroghpkic of mafonry, becaufe it excells all other 
living creatures in the contrivance and commodioofneis 
-of its habitation or comb\ as, among many other ao- 
thors, Dr Macgrcgor, now profeflbr of mathematics in 
•Cambridge, (as our guardian informs us), hath learnedly 
demonllrated : nay, ma/onry or building feenfs to be the 
very eflence or nature of the bee ; for her building not 
the ordinary way of all other living creatures, is the ge- 
nerative caufe which produces the young ones ; (yoa 
know, I fuppofe, that bees are of neither /ex). 

For this reafon, the Kings of France, both Pagans 
and Chriftians, always eminent Free Mafons, carried throe 
bees for their armu But, to avoid the impatation of 
,thc Egyptian idoVaXiY o£ >wQxftv\^)5ing a bu^ Clodovzusi 

their 
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their iBril Chriftian King, called tfaem lilies , mflower-de^ 
luces; vk which, notivithftanding the fmall change made 
for difgaife fake, there is flill Oie exaA figure of a bee. 
You have perhaps read of a great namber of golden bees 
found in the coffin of a Pagan King of France near Bruf- 
iels many ages after Chkist, which he had ordered 
ihould be buried with him, in token of his having beea 
a mafoHm 

. The Egyptians, always excellent and anpient Free 
Ida/osss^ paid divine worfhip to a bee, under the outward 
fhape of a bull, the better to conceal the myftery; which 
btillf by them called ^/j, is the Latin word for a bee. 
' The enigma reprefenting the bee by a bullconMs in this: 
that, according to the dodlrine of the Pytbago^-ean lod^^e 
of Free Mafom^ the fouls of all the conu- kind tranfmigrate 
kito bees ; as ope Virgil a poet, much in favour wiihr 
the Emperor Auguflas, becaufe of his profound (kill in 
mafonry^ has defcribed ; and Mr Dryden has ^y2& Jho^ed^ 



Ariftaeus- 
Four altars raifes ; from his herd he culls 
For (laughter four the faired of his bulls^ 
Four heifers from his female (lore he took. 
All fair, and all unknowing of the yoke ; 
Nine mornings thence, with fecrifice 2xAprafrs^ 
The gods invoked, he to the grove repairs^ 
Behold a prodigy ! for from withia 
The broken bowtls and the bloated (kin^ 
A buzzing noife of Ites his ears alarms ; 
Straight ifTue thro- the fides aiTembling fvvarms, Cffr. 

What modem mafons call a lodge^ was» for the above 
reafons, by antiquity called a hive of Ftee Mafim^ 
And, for the fame reafons, when a diflenfion happensr 
in a lodgi^ the going off and forming another lodge is to 
this day called swarming. 

Our. guardian is of opinion, that the prefcnt w^/o/f»7 

is fo tarnilhed by the ignorance of the working, and 

fome other illiterate tnafons, that very many, even whole 

hdges^ fall under the cenfurc of the venerable Chincfe- 

E e & bracbssseui,. 
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Ar^Jbrnaa^ wIioA? liilkiry of tlie nl'; i?, and df* 

cay of f'tt Mafffffry^ wnt in ibe '. s j toDgiic* b 
lairly cranflAicii into a certain EuropeJin Un|;oage. Thit 
CKisde f;ige (ays, the grt-ateft pan of curieQt ^vu;>#£rj 
jadge of ihc m)Jl«frie& afiij ufeaf that facreii art, jiifl ii 
a iriiri pcrfcdiy illiterate judgts of an cxcdicni book^ 
In >vhtcJia when opened to bioii he ^ucIa no oihcr bean* 
ties ih-m the regular unifarmiiy in evfr^ r--*, the tX* 
a^cCi of the lines in length, and t^ . ; e, lad 

Mackne^ ol'the ink, and whitenefi t}f ti. \ or, u 

lite fninatlS Britifti ft^e Mafen MtSiLtH i:e fiui 

in the firmament^ when viewed by ttttt^^j, '• : Tai'.\ 
fiiall not trouble yon with the length of ih_ , : /^q 
arprerent, becanfe MeHin and Friar Bacon on free IVU* 
Jknrt sre foon to be drcifcd up in modern Englifh, aiii 
ii'i ' r printer Mr Faulkner, if duly en. hy 

iu ; and ^Ifb a key to Raymuudm L:, :. it- 

out whole help ^ otir guardian fays, it h impofiibk fO 
come at the quintelTence of fVcv Maf&nrj, 

But fome will perhaps objeO, How come your Uii- 
fworn guardian by this refined and uncotnmoii knottf- 
kd|^e in the great .irt ? To which I anfwer, thst 

The branch of the Mgt of SQlomoii^s leioplef after* 
wards called I hi Udgg rf St J^hn &fjir$ij£^iim^ on whic^ 
our guardian fortunateljr hit* is, ES I can eaiily prove* 
the ancienieil and pureA now on earth ; from whence 
came the famous old Stottjfh io^^s of Kthtti§mi9g^ of 
which ail the kings of Scotland have been from tiuie td 
tltne grand maHers, without interruption, down from 
the days of i^ergus, who reigned there more than tw<i 
tho jfand years ago, long before the knights of St John 
©f Jerufalem, or the ktiights of Malta; to which fivo 
hJ^fi I mul! neverthelcfs allow the honou' ' ng 

adorned the ancient Jewilh and Pagan ;wu, , itU 
many religious and Chrillian rules. 

Fergus bemgeldeft fon to the chief King of Ireland* 
was carefully inllrui^led in all the arts and fciences, cfpe- 
daily in the natural magic, and the ca' aliftital tikJa* 
fcphy, (afterwards called the J^ij/i^^mr/^^j), b j^ 

Druids of Jreliod and Mona, the only true cui-...:,^. ^:tn 
*Ttant in the ivf/fgrn world* (For they had it imtttr* 
diaieJy froiB the Phc^aicians, Chaldeans^ and Egyptia&St 

whiiJi 
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which I, the' but a woman, can prove)^ The Egyp- 
tians probably had it immediately from Abraham, as the 
Icripture plainly hints in the life of that patriarch ; and 
it is allowed, 1 am told, by men of learning, that the - 
occult as well as tHoral philofophy of all the Pagans waa 
well befprinkled and enriched irom the cabal idical : 
ichool of the patriarchs, and afterwards by the Talmudijit 
and other inferior rabbins j tho' the prevailing idolatry of - 
tho(e days much depraved and vitiated it. 

Fergus, before his deicent upon the Pifls in Scotland^ 
xaifed that famous fh-u£lure» called to this day Curruk. 
Fergus after his name, the moft myHerions piece of ar- 
chite^re now on earth, (not excepting the pyramids 
of the Egyptian maibns,. and their hieroglyphics ^ or /Vrif 
hlafons %ns) ; as any ikilful Free Mafon may eafily per- 
ceive, by examining it according to the rules- of the arc. 
He built it as a loilge for his college of Free Ma/onsy in 
thofe days called Druids ; which word, our guardian af- 
iiires us, Signifies an oak in the Greek language, becauie 
cak is one of the bed timber trees for building, of which ^ 
(efpecially the marine architedlure) the Druids were the 
cniy mafters, tho' your modem term of malon implies 
no more than a worker in ilone; erroneouAy enough in- 
deed, or at lead far fhort of the true and ancient term, 
of Druid ; fince the marine architeAure, the moll ufef ul' 
branch of the iacred art, correfponds naturally and per- 
fectly with the word Druid^ or avorJker in eaJk, and hath 
nothing at all to do with flones of any kind ; till Jafon, 
a famous Druid or Free Mafon^ ufed the loadftone, when 
he went in queft of\he golden JUtce^ as it is called in tho 
enigmatical terms of Free Majonry^ or, more pioperly 
foeaking, of the rit^^iAz, as isv^nr^ was called in iho(o- 
days. The ufe oixki^' loadftone was then^ and long aftcr^ 
kept as fecret as any of the other myfteries of the art,. 
till, hy the'unanimous confent of all the great lodges^ 
the u(e of it was made public, for the common bmeftC- 
of mankind. Jafon's artificial frog had it fixed in his 
mouth ; and having a free fwing in an oaken bowl, half 
£lled with water, suways faced the north pole ; which' 
gave rife to the poetical fable» that Jaibn's frog was 2^ 
tittle familiar wjea demon prefiding over the navigation, 
like any othcf angel guardian ; for Free Majtus in all 
E e 3 ages. 
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agesy as well as now» have been looked upon to ded 
with fptitii or demonu And hence came that imputation 
which they have in many nations lain under, of being 
tonjurert or magicians ; witneis Merlin and Friar Bacon. 

It is perhaps further worth remarking, that Jafon 
took one of the two facred vacaJ oaks of the grove of 
Dodona to make the keel of the Argos^ for fo his ihip 
was called ; myllerioufly joining together architeQure or 
mafonry^ and the Druidical priefthood, or po^^'cr of ex- 
plaining the oracles. For our guardian will have it fo, 
that .the Pagan priefthood was always in the Druids or 
majonsy and that there was a perceivable glimmering of 
the Jewiih rites in it, tho' much corrupted,, as I faid ; 
that the Pagan worftiip was chiefly in groves of oak \ 
that they always looked upon the oak as facred to Ja» 
piter ; which notion is countenanced (making allows 
•nee for the Paganifm) by the pattiarchs ; for you fee 
in Genefis, that Abraham facrificed under the oaks of 
Mamre. Jolhua indeed took a great ftone, and put it 
up under the oak^ emblematically joining the two great 
elements oimafonry to raife an ahar for the LOR D. 

Our guardian alfo fays, that C«far's defcription pf 
tiie Druids of Gaul, fs a^ exaftajMdtnreof a/^^^ of Frtt 
Mafons as can poflibly be drawn* 

Hrs reafons for the ManaboUth are the better worth 
difcovering, for that I believe there are even fome mo' 
fons who know nothing of it, 'vi^. That it hath been an 
ancient pradtice among the cahalifiit phUojophers to make 
every Hebrew letter a hieroglyphic, myfterious in its fi- 
gure above aU other letters, as befAg thus ' fhaped and 
formed by the immediate diredlions of the Aimigbty, 
wheieas all other LETTERS are of human in<vetitioM. 

Secondly, That the Manaboleth has a very cjofe and 
unconftrained analogy with mafonry^ or architeQure ; for 
that every letter of the Hebrew alphabet, as alio of the 
Syriac, Chaldaic, and Irifh alphabets, derived from it, 
have their names from timber^treesy except fome few who 
have their names from ftones ; and I think it is pretty 
plain, that timber ?xi^ ftone are as much the elements oH 
mafonry^ as the alphabet is of books ; which is a near 
relation enough between arckiteBtire and learning of all 
kinds, and natttrally {hews why the l>rnids^ who took 

their 
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their title from a tree, kept learning and arthiteSure 
jointly within themfclves. 

Next week fliall be publifticd the Free MafotCs oath, 
with the remarks npon it of a young clergyman^ who 
has petitioned to be admitted chaplmn to oar lodgr, whicl* 
19 to be kept at Mrs Prater's female cofFeehoufe^ every 
Taefday, from nine in the morning to twelve, and the 
tenth day of every month in^he year ; where all ladies 
€f true hearts, and found morals, fhalljbe admitted with- 
out fwearing. 

I think it proper to infert the Free Majhn^s S O N G» 
commonly fang at their meetings ; tho' by the by, it is. 
of as little fjgnification as the reft of their fecrets. It was 
writ by one Anderfon, as our guardian informs me, jufl 
to put a good glofs on the myftery, as you itoay fee by 
the words. ♦ 

SONG. 



COmc let us prepare 
We brothers that are 
Affembled on merry occafion ; 

Let's drink, laugh, and fing, 
Our wine has a ^ring ; 
Her&'s a health to an accepted M A S O R 

II. 

The world is in pain 

Our fecrets to gain. 
And dill let tRem wonder and gaze on ; 

They ne'er can divine 

The word or the fign 
Of a free and an accept^ MAS ON, 

irr. 

*Tis this, and 'tis that» 

They cannot tell what, 
Why b many grea^ men of the natron 

Should aprons put on. 

To make themfelves one 
With a free and an 9ccepted MA SON. 



S3^ 



A LETTER- 



Gre^t kings, dukeJ3» 2nd lordi^ 
H2.VC laid by ihcir fword^ 

Oyr royirr)^ to puE ii good grace oii» 
Aiid ne'er been ailw.inM 
To hear themfelves isaiii'd 

With % free aii4 an accepted M A S O N*> 

V. 

AiitiquJty*s pride 

W'e have on our Ude^ 
A^d It maketh men jufl in iheir il^ijon : 

There*s nought but what*5 good 

To be undcrilood 
By a free and an accepted M AS O >L 

VK 

Then join hntid in hand, 

To each other firm Hand ; 
let's be merry and pm a bright face on* 

X^Tiat mortal can boaXt 

So noble a toall^ 
A* a ficc and an accepted MASONS 



POSTSCRIPT. 

MrFavLKif&n, 

Our /jf/|f tmanimoufly deiire you will give their fat'^ 
cere refpefts ro your tngtnkm DRAPER, to wHofe pern 
we, as well as th^ reft of the nation ♦ own our^VIves ob* 
li^ed* If he be cot already a Fra M^fm, ht iiali br 
welcome CO be our dt^uty-gaardtafi. 



Tsar hum^k fir^vafii. 



TUALI$T|II5. 



T/nJihi yt^gui^ I^iUud. 



TEe 
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IV. 

Great kings, dukes^ and lord^ 
Have laid by their fwords 

Our myll'ry to put a good grace on. 
And ne'er been afham'd 
To hear themfelves nam'd 

With a fr«e and an accepted MASON*. 

V. 

Antiquity's pride 

We have on our fide-. 
And it maketh men juft in theii ftationr 

There's nought but what's good 

To be underftood 
By a free and an accepted MAS O N. 

VI. 

Then join hand in hand,. 

To each other firm (land ; 
Let's be merry and put a bright face otu 

What mortal can boail 

So noble a toa(l>. 
As a free and an accepted M AS O N ?, 



POSTSCRIPT. 

Mr Faulk NBR, 

OuK Ui/ge unanimoufly defire yon wiB give dieir Bi^ 
cere refpcfts to your fngeniouj DKAFEK, to whbfe pat 
wc, as well as the re&. of the nation> own ouWelves ob- 
liged. If he be not already a Free Ma/bn, lie fiuill be 
welcome to be our de^uty-guardian. 

Tour humble femf ant f 

Thalestri^, 
Tfnjtht fjugtun Nillud. 

The i 
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The LAST WI LL of Dr Swift » Dcao of Sr 
PaUkk*s in Dublin f. 

IN the name cf God, jfwfttt J Jonathan Swift, 
Doctor m Divinity, anJ Dean of the Cathetlral 
chufch of St Patnck, Dublin, being at this prtfent 
of (oMV)^ mindt altho* weak in body, do here make my laft 
will anil teflamenti he ft; by revoking all •> y formrf wills. 
Imprtmut 1 b^queaih my foul to God, (in humble 
hopes of fits mercy thro' Jefus ChriftI, ^nd my body t<> 
the earth And I defire that my body may be buried in 
the grejii iHe of the £iid cathedra!, on the Icuth fide, un- 
der the pillar fiext to the monomerit of Primate NarciJlbs 
Mftrih It three day& after my deccale. as privately as poi^ 
fibic, and at twelve o'clock at night ; and that a black 
n^arbJe of feet fquaie, and feven feet from the ground, 
fixed to the wall, may be ere^ed, with the T ^ ■ / iii- 
Icnption in large letters, deeply cut, and Uron . , j \\^ 

f Snj/t'j will. \tkt at} hit other wntln^t^ b cSttmn uf In fck 
•ivn peculiar minncr* Even m To fc fknis 9 compofrfSop W can- 
Hot Htip inf^i ' ' : -rilf* in jlrtvlng Irg^eirit ih ' • ith 
them »f] «ii Jtsd J£fl, Hr dirp<>i>i of lib > ''^i 

feeft, liH lo. . .i., and his thiiJ b<ft bca.vtr) wi^i. - * ..— i-oit 

fotcmRJty; tbat rcndas the bci^oefH ridiculoos. Um ht^m^tht 
*• fo Mr Jo*in Giatuii a tilvtt Ixj*,*' ^f. rick>^f. i^ 3^9] iut 
till legacy to Mr Rukn Grtttin 15 :■ **Ittm^ 

•* f t>c<jijr»lf^ lo I he RrvcrtpJ Mf 1 [helow, 

p IJ^'I iHrfc »r* (o m4iiy Ull impjcllAH-i;; ^ way 

fif f hinkinp : tnd I tUrt lav, itie prffbiv* iKu^ ok 

' anncr in wtiidihe hii iii^ivi thtm 

I Scti hit ckifi^r, ibore, p. ]T4. 

firm r- ' ' ^ h I have tnaJe ' : p, 

f }. t( rvtrr nF La^rn. r ^* 

\'- •■' '^ ■'-'"'■---? iiltcliiji^'s^K , JTiiJ if 

tf. even f«^ tlie 
^- ., - . --^ ..^— v.^ ^ r to rcpriiieitt Idin*. 

Lii «nd hii «<tioti& in 1 proper miona to pol^edty^ Q^ttfj* 
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HiC DEPOSITVM EST CORPVS 

JONATHAN SWIFT, S- T. P. 

HviVS ECCLESIAE CATHEDRALIS DECANI^ 

Vbi SAEVA INDIGNATIO 

Vlterius cor LACERARE KEqUIT, 

Abi, viator, 

£t IMITARfy SI POTERIS, 

Strenvvm pro VIRILI LIBERTATIS VXNDIC£M» 

Obiit anno [mdccxlv.] 

Mensis [Octobris] die [19.] 

Aetatis anno [lxxviii.] 

. Itemf I give and bequeath to my executors a!t my 
worldly fubftancc, of what nature or kind foevcr, (ex- 
cepting fuch part thereof as is herein after particularly 
devifed), for the following ufes and purpofes : that is to 
fay, to the intent that they, or the furvivors or fcm» 
vor of them, his executors, or adminiilrators, as foon 
as conveniently may be after my death, fhall turn it all 
into ready money, and lay out the fame in purchafing 
lands of inheritance in fee-(imple, fituate in any pro* 
vince of Ireland, except Connaught, but as near to thq 
city of Dublin as conveniently can be found, and not 
incumbered with, or fubjedt to any leafes for lives re* 
newable, or any terms for years longer than thirty-one. 
And I defire, that a yearly annuity of twenty pounds 
. Sterling, out of the annual profits of fuch lands, wbea 
purchaled, and out of the yearly income of my faid for- 
tune, devifed to my executors as aforeiaid, until fach 
purchafe (hall be made, fhall be paid to Rebecca D»g- 
Icy of the city of Dublin, fpinfter, during her life, by 
two equal half-yearly payments, on the feafts of All- 
iaints, and St Philip and St Jacob ; the firft payment 
to be made on fuch of the faid feafb as fhall happen next 
after my death. And that the reil4ue of the yearly 
profits of the faid lands, when puf chafed, and, until 
iuch purchafe be made,* the refidue of the yearly Income 
and intereil of my faid fortune, devifed as aforefaid to 
my executors, fhall be laid out in purchafmg a piece of 
land, fituate near Dr Steven's hofpital, or, if it cannot 

be 
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be there had, fomewhere in or near the city of Dublin, 
large enough for the purpofes herein after mentioned, 
and in building thereon an hofpital large enough for th^ 
reception of as many idiots and lunatics as the annual 
income of the faid lands and worldly fubftance (hall be 
fufHcient to maintain. And I defire, that the faid ho-, 
fpital may be called St Patrick*s Hospital, and 
may be built in fuch a manner, that another building 
may be added unto it, in cafe the endowment thereof 
ihould be enlarged ; fo that the additional building may 
make the whole edifice regular and complete. And my 
further will and defire is, that, when the! faid hofpital 
ihall be bpilt, the whole yearly income of the faid lands 
and eflate (hall, for ever after, be laid out in providing 
victuals, doathin^, medicines, attendance, and all other 
neceffaries for fuch idiots and lunatics as ihall be received 
into the fame ; and in repairing and enlarging the builds 
ing from time to time, as there may be occanon« And, 
if a fiifiicient number of idiots and lunatics cannot rea- 
dily be found, \ defire that incurables may be taken in- 
to the -faid hofpital to fupply fuch deficiency ; but that 
no peribn ihall be admitted into it« that labours under 
any infedlious difeafe : and that all fuch idiots, lunatics, 
and incurables, as (hall be received into the faid hofpi- 
tal, ihall conilantly live and refide therein, as well in 
the night as in the day ; and that the falaries of agents, 
receivers, officers, fervants, and attendants, to be em- 
ployed in the buiinefs of the faid hofpital, (hall not in 
the whole exceed one fifth part of the clear yearly in- 
come or revenue thereof. And I further defire, that 
my executors, the furvivors or furvivor of them, or the 
heirs of fuch, (hall not have power to demife any part 
of the faid lands fo to be purchafed as aforefaid, but 
withconfent of the Lord Primate, the Lord High Chan- 
cellor, the Lord Archbifbop of Dublin, the Dean of 
Chriil-church. the Dean of St Patrick's, the phyficiaa 
10 the Hate, and the furgeon general, all for the time 
being, or the greater part of them, under their hands 
in writing ; and that no leafes of any part of the faid 
lands ihall ever be made, other than leafes for years not 
exceeding thirty-one, in poiTefllon. and not in revcriion 
or remamder, and not difpunifhable of wafte, whereoa 

Oiall 
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ftiall be referved the beft and moft improved rents that 
can reafonably and moderately, without racking the 
tenants, be protten for the fame, without fine. Provi- 
ded always, and it is my will and earneft ^ieHre, that 
no leafe of any part of the faid lands, fo to be purchafed 
as aforefaid, iLall ever be made to, or in traft for any 
perfon any way concerned in the execution of this truft, 
or to, or in truft for any perfon any way related or al- 
lied, either by conran;;uinity or affinity, to any of the 
perfon s who (hail at that time be concerned in the exe- 
cution of this truft : and that if any leafes (hall happen 
to be made contrary to my intention above exprdfed, 
the fame (hall be utterly void and of no effedt. And I 
further defire, until the charter herein after mentioned 
be obtained, my executors, or the furvivors or furvivor 
of them, his heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, (hall 
not aft in the execution of this truft, but with the con- 
fent and approbation of the faid (even additional tro- 
ftees, or the greater part of them, under their hands in 
writing ; and (hall, with fuch confent and approbation 
as aforefaid, have power, from time to time, to make 
rules, orders, and regulations, for the government and 
direction of the faid hofpital. And I make it my reqaeR 
to my faid executors, that they may, in convenient time, 
apply to his Majefty for a charter to incorporate thenii 
or fuch of them as (hall be then living, and the faid ad- 
ditional truftees, for the better management and coO' 
duft of this charity, with a power to purchafc lands ; 
and to fupply by election fuch vacancies happening in 
the corporation as (hall not be fupplied by fuccefiion ; 
and fuch other powers as may be thought expedient for 
the due execution of this truft, according to my inten- 
tion herein before ex prefixed. And when fuch charter 
(hall be obtained, T defire, that my executors, or the fur- 
vivors or (urvivor of them, or the heirs of fuch funivor, 
may convey to the ufe of fuch corporation in fee-(in:|>le, 
for the purpofes aforefaid, all fuch lands and tenements 
as (hall be purchafed in manner above mentior.ed. Pro- 
vided always, and it is my will and intention, that 
my executors, until the faid charter, a;..- afterwards 
the corporation to be hereby incorpora'\.!,- lh;li, ^ut 
of the yearly profits of the (aid lands, when purchafed, 

and 
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and oat of the yearly income of rov faid fortune, devifed 
to my executors as aforefaid« until (uch purchafe be made, 
have power to reimburfe themielves for all fuch fums of 
their own money as they (hall necefTarily expend in the 
execution of this truil : and that, until the (aid charter 
be obtained, all a6ls which (hall at any time be done, 
in execution of this trufl, by the greater part of my 
executors then living, with the confent of the greater 
part of the faid additional truftees, under their hands ia 
writing, (hall be as valid and effedual, as if all my exe* 
cotors had concurred in the fame* 

lum. Whereas 1 purchafed the inheritance of the 
tithes of the parifh of EfFernock near Trin, in the coun- 
ty of Meath, for two hundred and fixty pounds Sterh'ng, 
1 bequeath the faid tithes to the vicars of Laracor for 
the time being ; that is to fay, fo long as the prefent 
Epifcopal religion (hall continue to be the national e(la« 
bli(hed faith and profeflion in this kingdom : but, when* 
ever any other form of Chriftian religion (hall become 
the e(labli(hed faith in this kingdom, I leave the (aid 
tithes of Effemock to be beftowed, as the pro£ts come 
in, to the poor of the faid parilh of Laracor. by a weekly 
proportion, and by fuch o(Ecers as may then have the 
power of diAributing charities to the poor of the faid 
pari(h, while Chriftianity, under any fhape, (hall be 
tolerated among us, (lill excepting profe(red Jewj, A^ 
theijti^ and Infmels, 

liem^ Whereas I have (bme leafes of certain houfes ia 
Kevin's ftre^t, near the deanery- houfe, built upon the 
Dean's grobnd. and one other houfe now inhabited by 
Henry Land *, in Deanery-lane, alias Miire-alley, fome 
of which leafes are let for forty one years, or forty at 
leaft, and not yet half expired, I bequeath to Mrs Mar- 
tha Whiteway my lea(e or leafes of the faid houfes. I 
alfo bequeath to the faid Martha, my leafe of forty years 
of Goodman's holding, for which I receive ten pounds 
per annum ; which are two houfes, or more, lately built. 
I beaueath alfo to the faid Martha, the fum of three 
hundred pounds Sterling, to be paid her by my executors 
out of my reluiy money, or bank-bills, immediately af- 

VoL.lV. ?i ter 

* %CMXoa ^St Patrick's cathcdc4« 
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ter my death, as foon as tbe executors meet. I leave, 
moreover, to the faid Martha, my repeating gold watch, 
my yellow tortoifc-fhell fnuff-box, and her choice of 
four gold rings, out of feven which I now pofTefs. 

Item^ 1 bequeath to Mrs Mary Swift, alias Harnfofi« 
daughter of the faid Martha, my plain, gold watch made 
by Quare ; to whom alfo I give my Japan writing-deik, 
beftowed to me by my Lady Worfely, my (quare tor- 
toife-fhell fnuff-box, richly lined and inlaid with goldi 
given to me by the Right Honourable Henrietta now 
Countefs of Oxford, and the feal with a Pegafus, given 
to me by the Counters of Granville.' 

Item, I bequeath to Mr Ffolliot White way, eldeft ion 
of the aforefaid Martha, who is bred to be an attorney, 
the fum of fixty pounds, as alfo five pounds to be laid 
out in the purchaie of fuch law-books, as the Honour- . 
able Mr Juflice Lindfay, Mr Stannard *, or Mr 
M*Aulay f, fhall judge proper for him. 

Item, I bequeath to Mr John White way, youngeft 
Ton of the faid Martha, who is to be brought up afur- 
geon, the fum of one hundred pounds, in order to qua- 
lify him for a furgeon, but under the direction of hil 
mother ; which faid fum of one hundred pounds is to be 
paid to Mrs Whiteway, in behalf of her faid fon John, 
out of the arrears which fhall be due to me from my 
church -livings, (except thofe of the deanery-tithes, whidi 
are now let to the Reverend Dr Wilfon), as foon as the 
faid arrears can be paid to my executors. I alfo leave 
the faid John five pounds, to be laid out in buying fuch 
phyfical and chirurgical books as Dr Grattan, and Mr 
Nichols t, (hall think fit for him. 

lieniy I bequeath to Mrs Anne Ridgeway j], now in 

my family, the profits of the Icafe of the two houfes let 

to John Cownly, for forty years, of which only eight 

or nine are expired, for wluch the iaid Cownly payeth 

i me 

* Eaton Stannard, Efq; Recorfler of the city of Dublin. Sec 
confiderarioas conceening the choice of a Recorder, in -vol. 3. 

P- 3^7; 

f Alexander M'Aulay, E(q; counfellor at law, and Bude judge 
of the conrirtorbl court, Nov. X745. 

4 John Nichols, Efij ; lurgeon-general. 

g Daughter to Mrs Brent, and ixhp, for many years, bad been 
his fiiith^}]! domeCtic friend. 
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me nine pounds Sterling for rent yearly. I alfo bequeath 
CO the iaid Anne» the ium of one hundred pounds Ster- 
ling, to be paid her by my executors in fix weeks after 
my deceafe, out of whatever money or bank-bills I ma/ 
^poflefs when I die ; as al/b three gold rings, the remain- 
der of the fevcn above mentioned, after Mrs Whiteway 
bath made her choice of four ; and all my fmall pieces 
of plate, not exceeding in weight one ounce and ona* 
Ihird part of an ounce. 

lifMt I bequeath to my deareTl friend Alexander Popo- 
of Twittenham, Efq; * my pidure in miniature, drawnr 
hf Zinck» of Robert late Earl of Oxford. 

liem^ 1 leave to Edward, now Earl of Oxford, my 
leal of Julius Caefar, as alfo another feal, fuppofed to be 
a young Hercules, both very choice antiques, and fet in*. 
gold : Doth which I chufe to beftow to the faid Earl,. 
becaufe they belonged to her late mod excellent Majeily 
Qoeen Anne, of ever glorious, immortal, and truly pious:^ 
snemory, the real nur(ing- mother of all her kingdoms. 

lumf 1 leaive to the Reverend Mr James Stopford, 
Viearof Finglaf%, ray pifture of King Charles I. drawn 
by Vandike, which was given to me by the faid James ; 
as alfo my large picture of birds, which was given to ms 
by Thomas Earl of Pembroke. 

Jtim, I bequeath to the Rleverend Mr Robert Grattan 
Vrebendary of St Audeon's, my gold bottle-fcrew, which 
he gave me, and my (Irong box, on condition of his gi* 
Ting the fole-uie of the faid box to his brother Dr James 
Grattan, during the life of the faid Doftor, who hath 
more occaiion for it, and the fecond bed beaver hat !• 
ihall die poflefTed of 

Itintf 1 bequeath to Mr John Grattan Prebendary of 
Clonmethan, my (ilver box, in which the freedom of tho 
city of Cork was prefented to me ; in which 1 defire 
the faid John to keep the tobacco he ufually chewcth^ 
called pigtail. 

Item, I bequeath alhroy horfes and mares to the Reve« 

rend Mr John Jackfon, Vicar of Santry, together with 

all my horfc-furniture ; lamenting tliat I had not credit 

F f 2 enouglr 

* Mr Pope did not live to receive. hU legacy, haying tlici. 
UMJ10. 1744' 
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enough with any chief governor (iince the change of 
times) to get feme additional church-preferment for (b 
virtuous and worthy a gentleman. I alfo leave him my 
third beft beaver hat. 

Item^ I bequeath to the Reverend Dr Francis Wilfon, 
the works of Plato in three folio volumes, the Earl of 
Clarendon's hiflory in three folio volumes, and my befk 
Bible : together with thirteen fmall Periian pidures in 
the di l.ig-room, and the fmall filver tankard given ta 
me by the contribution of fome friends, whole names are 
engraved at the bottom of the faid tankard. 

Item^ 1 bequeath to the Earl of Orrery* the ena- 
melled filver plates to diiHnguiih bottles of wine by, gi- 
ven to me by his excellent Lady» and the half-length 
pidure of the late Counteis of Orkney in the drawing- 
room. 

liem^ I bequeath to Alexander M'Aalay, E(q; the 
gold box in which the freedom of the city of Dnblm 
was prefented to me, as a teftimony of the efteem and 
love I have for him* on account of his great leaming» 
£ne natural parts, unafeded piety, and benevolence, 
and his truly honourable zeal in defence of the legal 
lights of the clergy, in oppo£ltion to all their onprovoked 
oppreiTors. 

Ittm^ 1 bequeath to Deane Swift Efq; f my lar^e filver 
flandiih, confilling of a large filver plate, an ixikpot» a 
fand-box, and bell of the fame metal. 

henty I bequeath to Mrs Mary Barber> the medal of 
Queen Anne and Prince George, which (he fbrmeriy 
gave me. 

Itdm, I leave to the Reverend Mr John Worral ( my 
beft beaver hat. 

hemt 



• Author of the Remarks on the life and vnituigs rfDr Swifts 
publifhcd in if^x- 

f Author of the Effay on the Hfe^ vfrsiings, and charaHer ofDr 
S-u-ift, pnbliflied in 1755-, 

^ \'ic»r to rhc Dean of Chrlft-church, and mafler of both choirs. 
He was a foundling, for which rcafon Swift u(ed to call him Mel' 
chifeiick. Tho' he was not a man of an improved under(hindin|^ 
nur a roan of humour, yet he was a good walker, ever in the way, 
aud always at the command of Dr Swift. His wife, a neat, clean 

lookiat 
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himj I beqaeath to the Reverend Dr PMrick De» 
Umy t my medal of Queen Anne in filver, and on the- 
veverfe the biihops of England kneeling befoce her.Moft. 
Sacred Majeily.. 

///», I bequeath to the Reverend Mr. James King*. 
Prebendary of Tipper, my large gilded medal of King^ 
Charles L and on the reverie a crown of martyrdom,, 
with other devices. My will neverthelefs is, that, i£ 
any of the above-named legatees ihould die before me, 
that then, and in that cafe, the refpe&ive legacies to- 
tiiem bequeathed ihall revert to myfelf^ and -become a- 
gain fubjedt to my difpoiaL 

Itimf Whereas I have the leafe of a field in trufl for 
sie, commonly called the 'uimyari^ let to the Reverend. 
Dr Francis Corbet, and. the truft declared by the faid 
Dodor; the faid fields with fome land on this fide of the- 
road, making in all about three acres, for which I pay 
yearly to the dean and chapter of St Patrick's *^ • 

Whereas I have built a llrong wall round the (aid' 
piece of ground, eight or nine feet high, faced to the 
tt)uth afpedl with brick, which coil me above fix hun- 
dred pounds Sterlings and likewife another piece of 
F f 3 ground,. 

looking women In her drels, underAood the bufincfi of markettiag. 
perfe^ny well ; had (bidied what the Deao liked ; and if the 
■larkets afforded any thing nice, when the Dean's ftomach, m 

2 ears came on, began to-be in (bme meafiire weak and caprictouf. 
le conftantly bought it for him, and lent it home to the deanery. 
From a princinle o^ wifdom, taking the world as he found it, no ■ 
nan ever ftuoied more than Swift did, to reduce eveiy man's ta- 
lents to his own particular gratification. He could feafl upon the 
delicacies of wk and learning, when they happened to fall in his 
way ; and at other times be content with plain common enter- 
tainment. He coald laugh, and drink a bottle with Sheridan over 
night ; and the next morning walk into the fields, and prattle to 
>Xf^orrd. Perhaps there never was a man eqnally delirous with 
Dr Swift, lo have a companion always at his beck, of feme fort- 
orxither ; and, without dilpute, thro'out all Dublin, he could notr 
.have fixed upon another fb exa^ly calculated to receive his com- 
nands, and efpecialiy to- attend him in his morning cxercife, a» 
Mr W'orral. He died ibme time after the l>t9iWy worth a good, 
deal of money ; jocl. of wl.ich his executors appropriated to th^ 
Po^r*s hofpital, and 5^00!. each to two other hofpitJs. S-wift. 
f The dune to whom the Dean addrrflcs feverarcopits oF vcriu* 
in vol. 6, and of whom he gives Vi excellent charatter in vol. 4> 
p. 148. 
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frpund, as aforefaid, of half an acre, adjoining ta the 
urial- place, ddled the Cabbage-ganien^ now tenanted by 
William White, gardener \ my wHl is» that the groank 

Jnclofed by the great wall may be fold for the remainder 
of the Leafe» at the htgheil price my executors can get 
for it, in belief and hopes, that the faid price will exceed 
three h-iindred pounds at the loweil value. For which 
my fuccefibr in the deanery fhall have the firil refufal ; 
and it is my eameA defire, that the iucceeding deans 
and chapters may preferve the faid *viney€trd^ and piece 
ef land adjoining^ where the faid White now livetb, fo 
as to be dways in the hands of the fucceeding deans» 
during their o&e, by each dean leffening one foarth of 
the pufchaie-money to each fucceeding dean, and for no 
more than the prefent rent. 

And I appoint the Honourable Robert Lrhd fey f, one 
of the judges of the court of common pleas ; Henry 
Singleton, £^fq; Prime Serjeant to his Majehy ; the Re- 
verend Dr Patrick Delany, Chancellor of 3t Patrick's ; 
the Reverend Dr Francis Wilfon,. Prebendary ofKi^ 
nacktolway ; Eaton Stannard, £fq; Recorder of the city 

'of Dublin; the Reverend Mr Robert Grattan, Preben- 
dary of St Audeon's ; the Reverend Mr John Grattan, 
Prebendary of Clonmethan; the Reverend Mr Jamss 
Stopfbrd, Vicar of Finglais ; the Reverend. Mr James 
King, Prehendarjc of Tipper ; and Alexander. M* Aulay, 
£{q; Tovf executors. 

In witnefs wTiereof, I have hereunto fet my hand and 
leal, and published and declared'this as my laft j^ill and 
teftameat, this third* day of May, 1 740. 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 

SigneJ, fealed^ and fublifiped by the nbove^ 
named Jonathan Sivift, in the preftnce of u» 
naho hofve/ub/crihed our names in hiiprefince^ 

Jo. Wynijb. 

Jo. ROCHFORT. 

William Dunkzn» 

f See a poem wrote by this gcntteman, in titled, ^ Sckrui 
9awem a laivjer atid Dr S-wifit ia v«L 7. p. 87, 
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Two Letters to the Earl of Orrery, 
defcribing the melancholy fituation of Dr 
• Swift's health. and underftandingt 

T. Mrs Mahtba- Whiteway's* Letterj 

My Lord» Dtthlifty No*v., 22. 1742- 

THE eaiy manner in which you reproach me for 
not acquainting you with the poor Dean's fitaar 
lion, lays- a frefh obligation. upon me; yet mean as an 
excufe 15 for a fault, I (hall attempt one to your Lordr 
ihip ; and only for this reafon, that you. may not think 
me capable of negl'edtihg any thing you could command 
me. I told you in my lad letter,! the Dean's under- 
ftanding was quite gone, and I. feared the fartlier parti- 
culars would only ihock the tendernefs of your nature^ 
and the melancholy fcene make your heart ach, as it has 
often done mine. I was the lafl perfon whom he knew ; 
and when that part of his memory failed, he was (b* 
Qumgeous^ at feeing any body, that 1 was forced ta 
leave Kim, nor could he reft for a night or two after 
feeing any perfoa ; fo that all the attendance whidh I 
could pay him was, calling twice a-week to inquire aft«r 
fii^'healtli, and to obferve that proper care was taken .of 
him, and durft only look at him while his back was 
towards me, fearing to difcompofe him. He walked 
ten hours a-day, would not eat nor drink if his fervant 
ftaid in the. room. His meat was (erved up ready cut,, 
and fometimes it would lie an hour on the table before 
he would touch it, and then eat it walking. About (ix 
veeks ago, in one night's time,, his l(^ft eye fwelled as 
large as an eg|, and the lid Mr Nichols (his furgeon) 
thought WQiud mortify, and many large boils appeared 
upon his arms and body.. The torture be was in,, is not 
to be'defcribed. Five perfons could fcarce hold him 
fbraweek» from tearing out his own eyes ; and, for 
near a month, he did not flecp two hours in twenty-four; 

yet 

* The lady mentioned h (everal of Swift's letters, aoJ 10 
hk wiU, in chii volume* 
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yet a moderate appetite continued ; and what is more 
to be wondered at) the laft day of bb illnefs he kneir 
me perfectly well, took me by the hand, called me hj 
my name, and (hewed the fame plcafore as ufaal in 
feeing me*^ I afked him, if he would give me a dinner I 
He faid, to be fure, my old friend. Thus he continued 
that day, and knew the dodor uid fuzgeon, and all his 
hmily fo well, that Mr Nichols thought it pofiible hr 
might return to a (hare of underftanding». fb as to be able 
to call for what he wanted, and to bear (bme of his old 
friends to amu(e him. But alas !. this pleafure to me 
was but of (hort duration ; fbr the next day or two ijt 
was all over,, and proved to be only pain that had rou(ed 
him. He is now free from torture ; his eye almoft well ; 
very quiet, and begins to fleep ; but cannot, without 
great difficulty, be prevailed on to walk a turn about his 
room ; and yet, in jthis way, the phyficians think he 
may hold out for ibme time. I am, my Locd, 

Tour Lori/hifs mofi ohtditnty 
kumbU firvaity, 

M. White WAT. 

What a (hocking, what amdancholy account is this! 
Of how fmall eftimation muft the greateil genins appear 
in the fight of God! 



IL Mn Deani Swift's* Lbttir- 

Mr Lord, Dublin^ Afrtl^ 1744. 

AS to the ftory of O foot old man I I inquired into- 
it. The Dean did fay (bmetfaing upon his Iceing 
himfelfindiegla(s; but neither Mrs Ridgeway^ 
nor the lower iervants, could tell me whatit was he fiwL 
I defired them to recoiled it, by the time when ( ffliMli 
come again to the deanery. I have been ttep^-' tee, 

.'^ Aey 

♦ Author of th^ J^jf w tie tift, cbm&tr, Aec. ^fir. Swifi. 
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they amnfyi recolledl it. A tbodand Aeries hnve been 
invented of bim within ihtte twa years. 2nd impofeil 
upon the world, 1 thought thb might have been one 
of ihetti : and yet 1 am now inclined to think there may 
be Ibtne tpjth m if : fot, on Sunday the 17 th of Msjch, 
as he ikt in his chair, upon the houfe keeper's moving a 
knife from him as he was going to cstth at it, he fliryg- 
«d his (hotildcrs, and, rocking himfelf, feidj 1 4tm ^t'f4ti 
/ tfjw, / ant *w^^i i amr and about fix minutei aftetwardsi 
lepeattd ihe fame words two or three times over* 

Hi« feTvant fhaves his cheeki, and all his face as low 
fti the tip of his chin, once % week j but under the chin. 
ind aboat the throat, when the hair grows long, it is cut 
with faJTars, 

SoM£TiM£S be will not utter a fyllable ; %i other tlmM 
be will fpeak incohercni words ; but he never yet, 4A 
hs ml CO aid hear, talked jioafenfc^ or fatd a fooliOi 
thing. 

About four months ago he gave me great trouble ; 

he fecntcd to have a mind to talk to me. In order to 

try what he would fay, I told him, J tame to dine ivittl 

bim ; and immediately hia houfekceper, Mrs Ridge way, 

|^d« •• Wont you give Mr Swift a glaJs of wine. Sir T' 

He nirU|ged his fijoulders. juft as he nfcd to do when be 

Had A mmd that a friend fbould fpend the evening with 

H^m«. Shrugging hi-^ ihoulders, your Lordfhlp may nv 

Hjn|ber, wi* m much a^ to (^y^^ ** Youll ruin me m 

V!Cfa&e/' I own 1 was fcarce able to bear the fight. 

Soon after, he again endeavoured, with a good dc;U oT j 
^laio, to find words to fptak to me i at lalY, not being 
HS>le, after many c^rts, be gave a heavy iigh, andt I 
Btmk, WAS afterwards filent* This puts me in mind of 
■ibat he faid about five days ago. He endeavoured fe- 
Heral times to fpeak to his fervant, (now and then be 
Hills him by his name]; at lalt, not finding words to ex- I 
Ht^cfd what he would be at» after iomt iiuraiinefs, he 
Hid, '* 1 am a fooL'' Not long ^go* the (ervant took 
Hf» hi '.m the labfe to fee what o*dock 

H >« '\% n here f and when it wais 

H|aught» he I^ioktJ vc! ■. \ ft. Some time 

Heo, the fervant w.iv bf c^ ; ubborn coals be 

Kd| ^ l'kit'( 1 JloQC yoti U^nkhciJ, ' 
B In 
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In a few days, or fbme vtry ihort 6m&, after giwr- 
dians had been appointed for him, I went into hn di- 
ning-room, where he was wallung ; I faid fomething to 
him very infignificant, I know not what ; but, mftead 
of making any kind of anfwer to it, he iaid, ** Go, go,** 
jKnnting with his hand to the door ; and immediately 
afterwards, raifmg his hand to his head, he faid, <* My 
*' beft underftandmg ;'' and fo broke off abrvptly* aad 
walked away. I am, my Lord, 

Tour Lordjhip^i meft ohediini^ 
and moft bumble ferwantf 

Deanb Swxf's« 

An account of the fituation of Dr Swift's 
health and mind, from 1739 to his dcath^ 
at the latter end of Oftober 1 745 ; with a 
Dissertation on Lunacy and Id 10- 

TISM. 

[By the Earl of Orrery.) 

THE total deprivation of DrSwift*s fenies came 
upon him by degrees. In the year 1736, I.uc- 
nidnber him feized with a violent fit of giddinefs. He 
was at that time writing a fatirical poen>, called, Tbi If 
gioa-c/ui ; but he found the effeds of his giddine^ (o 
dreadful, that he left the poem unfiniihed ; and never 
afterwards attempted a compoiition of any length eiUier 
in verfe or profe. However, his conversation ftill re- 
mained.the fame, lively and fevere ; but his memory gra- 
dually grew woife and worfe ; and as that decreaied and 
was impaired, he appeared every day more fretful and 
impatient. From the year 1739 ^^ ^^ latter end of 
1741, hi& friends found his poflions fo violent and ungo- 
vcrnabk, his memory fo decayed, and his reafon fo de* 
praved, that they took the utmofl precautions to keep 
all Grangers from approaching him ; for, till then, ht 
had not appeared totally incapable of converfation : but, 
early in the year i742t the fmall remains of his under*- 
(landing became entirely confufed,. and the violence of 

his 
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hii rzgs incTEafed abfoliuely to a degree of madnef".,. 
Jn mis mifsrable fiate, he Teemed to bcsppoinred as the 
firfi proper inhabitant for his own hofpital : cfpccialty, 
as irom an outrageous lunatic, he funk afrcrward.s :nro 
aqaiec, fpeechlefs idiot ; and dragged out the remain- 
der of his life in that helpleih iituation. He died to- 
wards the latter end of October 1745. The manner 
of his death was eaiy, without the leafi pane or con- 
I'uliion. Even the rattling in his throat was fearer Tuf- 
ficient to give any alarm to his attendants, till uiihin 
fcme very little time before he expired. A man :n iull 
poiTefiJon of his reafon would have wiihed for fuch a kind 
of difTolution ; but Swift was totally infenfi hie of hap- 
pinefs or pain. He had not even the power or cxprci- 
fion of a child ; appearing, for fome years before his 
death, referied only as an example to mortify human 
pride, and to re\'erfe that £ne defcription of human 
nature, which is given us by Shaicefpear in an ir.iraiuhlc 
' maccer. '* What a piece of work is man ! how noble 
" in reafon! how in£nite in facujtv I in form and mo* 
•• ving, how eAprefs and admirable ! in a^1ion« how 
** like an angel ! in spprebenfion, how like a god ! luC 
*■ beauty of the world, the paragon of animals." Thus 
poets paint: but how vain and perifhable is the piv'hirc? 
The fiaallc^ thunderbolt from heaven bla.Ts it in a mo- 
ment, and ever)- tiaft is fo eneiluall^ obliterate J, that 
fcarce the outlines of the figure remain. 

Swi-FT certainly forefaw his fate, HI5 frequent At- 
tacks of giddinefsy and his maiiifeil dttcci of memory 
gave room for fi:ch apprchcnfions. 1 have often hear J 
him lament the eilate of childhood and idiotifm to which 
forae of the gr.-ateil men of this na:ion were reduced be- 
fore their death. He mentioned, as examples wiihm 
his own time, the Duke of Marlborough, and I^ord So- 
mers : and when he cited thefe melancholy inilances. it 
was always with a heavy figh, and with getli'rcs that 
ihewed great uneafmefs. as if he felt an impulfc of what 
was to happen to him before he died. 

Unless 1 am mifinformed, he died wonh about twelve^ 
thouiand pounds, inclufive of the fpecific legacies meita|P' 
cioned in his will, and which may be computed at m 
£am of twelve hundred pounds ; fii thai the icmaindr 
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near eleven thou(and pounds, is entirely applicable to 
the hofpital for idiots and lunatics : a charitable foun- 
dation, particularly beneficial in tbefe kingdoms, where 
the epidemic diflemper of lunacy is fo prevalent, that it 
will conflantly furniih the largeft building with a fuffi- 
cient number of inhabitants. 

Lunacy may in general be confidered, as arifing from 
a depraved imagination, and moft therefore be origi- 
nally owing to a fault in the body, or the mind. We 
fee inftances every day, where, in fevers, all the powers 
of fenfe and : eafon are utterly overturned by a raging 
madnefs. This frenzy conquers, or is conquered (bon : 
but, from more flow and chronical cauies, luch obdruc- 
tions may be formed, as gradually to produce various 
degrees of this diforder, and to remain invincible to the 
very lafl moments of life. Nothing more Wrongly dif- 
pofes the mind to this depraved (late, than too fixed an 
attention to any particular objed. Mr Locke, if my 
memory does not deceive me, defines madnefs as arifing 
from fome particular idea, or fet of ideas, that make 
§0 (Irong an imprefTion upon the mind as to banifti all 
others ; and the perfcfns aiFeded are chearful and melan- 
choly, well tempered or fierce, according as the objeds 
and ideas of their minds are different. From hence it is 
evident, that we ought to confider the ilrength of the 
mind, even in the purfuit of knowledge, and often to 
vary our ideas by exercife and amufements ; conftandy 
fixing a (Irifl guard againft any paffion that may be pre- 
H^lent in too high a degree, or may acquire an habitual 
ib-ength and dominion over us. Paflions are the gales 
of life : and it is our part to take care that they do not 
rife into a temped. 

Love, with all its charms, mud be reibained within 
proper bounds, otherwife it will torture that bread 
which it was formed to delight. Love contains within 
itfelf a variety of other paflions, and lays fuch a foun- 
dation of madnefs in the mind, that the frenzy, in this 
particular cafe, never fails to appear in its full forcei 
and to difplay itfelf in all its drength of horror. 

Religion, which can only make the mind happy, and 
is our fured and bed defence aeaind the paflions, if con- 
fidered in a wrong and melancholy view^ has often per« 

Tcrted 
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verted the feat of reafon. and given more inhabitants to 
Bedlam than an/ other caufe. A religious lunatic is 
miierable. even to the deepeli tortures of defpair. 

The mifer, whom I mull always rank among mad- 
men, heaps up gold with an anxiety that affeds his 
looks, his appetite, and his deep. J he wretch dreads 
poverty in the centre of plenty ; and llarves only be- 
caufe he dares not tafte chofe fruits which appear moft 
agreeable to his dcfires. 

In fome other fpecies of madnefs, the perfons afieded 
are really more happy than in their fenfes, and it is aU 
mod a crime to banilli the agreeable delufion. You re- 
member the cafe of the citizen of Argos, who after a 
ialutiferous dofe of hellebore, cried out, 

Pol me ocddiflis^ an-.tci^ 
Non ferwaftti (ait) cut fie extorta 'voluftas^ 
Et demftui per lim n.entis gratijpmus error. 

Such again would be the cafe of the beau of Bedlam, 
who, amidft darknefs and confinement, ilill retains his 
pride and felf-admiration ; drefTcs himfelf up in draw 
milead of embroidery ; and when fuifered to ^p to the 
window, imagines that he captivates every female, who 
chances to pafs thro' Moor- fields. Js not fuch a man 
happier in his madnefs, than in his fenfes ? 

To fpecify the many different daifes of madmen, 
would be endlefs. They are innumerable : fo that it is 
almoft a rare felicity to enjoy mens fana in corfore fano^ 
Some men have owed their reputation and fuccefs in the 
world to a tincture of madnefs; while others, merely from 
a fuperior underltanding, have been ranked among luna- 
tics. Of the latter fort Hippocrates (whom I with you 
to look upon as a clalfic author, as well as 'a pliyfician) 
gives a remarkable inflance in one of his letters. He 
lays, he was lent for by the people of Abdera to cure 
Dcmocritus of madnefs; but, to his furprife, he found him 
the wifeft man of the age, and, by his laughing mnnner 
of talking and reafoning, he almod convinced Hippo- 
crates, that all the reft of the world, except Democritus* 
were mad. It is not improbable, that madnefs has baen 
coa:val with mankind. There have certainly been many 
inllances of it among the Greeks and Romans. Among 

Vol. i V. G g twt 
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•the Jews the enthufiaftic fury of Saul is equally remark* 
able with the extatic rage of Nebuchadnezzar. Nor 
have any parts of the world, I believe, entirely efcaped 
<his raging evil. It was frequently miftaken for infpira- 
tion ; and the prophetic Sybils were obliged to put oa 
the airs and looks of madnefs, to obtain an implicit be- 
lief to their prophecies. From thefe facerdotal impo- 
sitions, mad people reaped fome remarkable advantages. 
They were often looked upon as meffengers fent by hea- 
ven, to declare the will of the gods, and the prophe- 
tical decreee of fate ; they were revered as perfons fe- 
cred and divine ; and, inftead of fcourges, they received 
tokens of adoration. In how great a degree muft the 
fubtlety of priells have prevailed, when they could mahe 
one of the greateft curfes that attends human life, ap- 
pear one of the greateft bleflings ? 

Lunatics are fo called from the influence which the 
moon has over bodies, when its attractive power is great- 
ell, by which means "the preffure of the atmofphere being 
leflened, the humours of the body are more rarefied, and 
produce a greater plenitude in the vefTels of the brain. 
This has been ill unrated by our good and learned friend 
Dr Mead, in his treatife De imperio luna etfoiis : and I 
have particularly obferved, that, in the la4,book which 
hepubliflied, inxkXtA h'lonita et praceptamedica^ he takes 
jfiotice, in his chapter de injania^ *' ihat the blood of 
'' fuch perfons, who have 'been moft liable to this maladyy 
** was thick, and fizy, and upon dilTedlion, their brain 
'* always appeared dry, and their ve/Tels filled with black 
** fluggiih blood :" from whence perhaps we may, in 
fome meafure, account for the principal fource of Swift's 
lunacy ; his countenance being dark, bilious, and gloomy, 
and his eyes fometimes fixed and immoveable for a \otkg 
time. Horace, I remember, attributes the madneis of 
Orelles to a.phyfical caufe, where he fays, 

wocando 
' Hanc furiam^ hunc aliud^ jufftt quod fpUndida hilis* 

.So that difeafes formed originally in the mind, ofien 
bring on this diibrder, and by degrees afFe6t the body; 
efjpeciall/ in fuch con^tutions as have any tendency to 

.this 
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this diiiemper. But what can be the reafon that it is fo 
jvmarkab'y epidemical in thefe kingdoms ? I am incliuod 
to believe, that i: muft be owin^ to the grolFnofs of our 
food, and to cur immoderate ule of fpirituous lii^uors ; 
the one frequently caufing thedcepeft melancholy, thco- 
therthe mofl unlimited rage. Our climate is fo vnii.iblcnud 
uncertain, and our arm ofphereisfo perpetually filled whh 
clouds and ful phureous vapours, that tliel'e cauics niiilt 
ncceiiarily have a great effect upon the natural iin pati- 
ence and inconftancy of the inhabitants. We arc apt to 
revel in a frte indulgence of our paifions ; and tht^y arc 
as apt to agitate and enervate the fibres of the brnin^. 
and to imprint by degrees many fatal imprefFions, th:it 
can never be eradicated from the mind. Evxn thcgtcntdt 
bleffing we enjoy, the freedom of our laws, may, [ nn& 
afraid, in fome meafure, contribute to thofc rafh a^^^ionst 
that often end in dreadful murders of thr woril kind, 
parricide, and fuicifm. Men mull be reckoned in the 
higheft dafs of lunatics, who i\rc capable of oflcnJiri;* 
the great Author of nature, by deprivinj^ themfclvcs f»i 
that life which he only has a riirht of taking away, In- 
canfe he only had the power of giving it. No pcrlnn in 
lus fenfes can voluntarily profcr death to life. Our dc- 
iires of exigence are ftrong anti prevalent ; ihcy nrr bnrn 
with us : and our ideas of a iuiure^late arc not fulht i- 
ently clear, to make us fotid of huriying inlc» rtnniiy | 
cfpecially as eternity itfelf mull ever remain intotnprc- 
henfiblc to finite bciiij^s. Human nature han ;in nl»linr- 
rence, and a terror of its own di/Tolution. 'J he )>hiIo- 
fopher fubmits to death, becaufe he looks upon it .«•, a 
neceflary event ; in the mean time, he idi*;. cvrrv me- 
thod of prudence, and every art of caution, to Ic iu»thrii 
out life as far as he poiTibly can e.vtend it, nnd tn pre- 
vent the leaft accident that may brin;>[ on drnth «inc honi 
fooner than the laws of the human llru<^Jurc ir(|nlrr. 
The military hero meets the king of tt-rrors more from 
the dif^ates of reafon, than the im])uircv. ofnatUK*. Ilrt 
fame, his fortune, every objt-dt that can bo dc-nr to hitn, 
depend upon his refolution to die. He rxjvjfc himfrlf 
to the danger of being dcllroycd, bt-cauic an rfiort of. 
fecuiing hU life, mull be attended will) cuntrnipt and. 
G g 2 infamy* ■ 
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infamy. But, on the other hand, who would wantonly 
chufe death, unlefs he were agitated to fuch a choice by 
the fumes and vapours of adiltempered brain ? 

The fubje^s, where arbitrary power is eflabli(hed, 
live in a continual (late of dread and apprehenfion, and all 
their other paflions are fubdued by fear : fo that fewer in- 
llances of fuicide have appeared in defpotic governments, 
than in kingdoms where liberty is more prevalent* and 
where the paffions are lefs rellrained. 

The diet, the air, and the political confHtatlon oft 
country, give the peculiar, and diflinguifhiog charafter 
of the people : and as the charafleriftics change, the 
inhabitants undergo the fame metamorphofes. How 
different are the modem Italians from the ancient Ro- 
xnans ? If Brutus were now living, he would probably 
acquiefce in the depending ftate of a cardinal, and the 
Papal crown would be unanimoufly prefented to Casfar. 

The melancholy cafe of Dr Swift, has. I find, fc- 
duced me into a long digrcffion. When I am writing to 
you. I give a full fcope to my thoughts, and wander li* 
centiouily out of my fphcrc. 1 aim at placing all obfer- 
vations in yom- way, which I think can be of any ufe in 
your future road of life. ^ But why. talk to^you on the 
melancholy effedls of madnefs ? only to obferve in ge- 
neral, that temperance, exercife, philolbphy, and true 
religion, are the fared means to make men happy, and 
to preferve them from a contagious malady, to which the 
inhabitants of thefe kingdoms are unfortunately liable. 

A flate of idiotifm is lefs deplorable, not lefs (hock- 
ing, than that of madnefs. Idiots are afflidled with no 
turbulent paffions. They are innocent and harmlefs, 
and often excite pity, but never occafion fear. The 
proverb tells us, T&ey are tht favourites of Fortune, But 
1 fuppofe it alludes only to thofe fools luho can number 
tiventy right ly^ and can tell the davs of the lueek : and alas ! 
thofe are no idiots in the eye of the law. The abfblute 
naturals owe their wretchednefs to a wrong formation in 
their brain, or to accidents in their birth, or the dregs 
of fevers and other violent diftempers. The laft was the 
cafe of the Dean of St Patrick's, according to the ac- 
count fent me by his two relations Mrs VVhiteway and 

Mr 
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Mr Swifter nciilier of wKooJ. I think J make the leait 
inendoti of a deafnefs that from time to time aitackcd 
the DcdTi, and rendered him extremely miferablc* Yoa 
wU ftiiJ him complaining of this misf&rmne li> fcv^ral 
pacts of his vvricicgs ^ efpe dally in his letters (of tire 
fourth volume) to Dr Shentlau. PoUibly Tome internal. 
prciFoxe upon his brain might ^ri\ have aftct^ed the 
auditory ner^ts, and then, oy degrees^ might have in- 
cresifed, fo as entirely to ftop up that fountain yf ideas*. 
which had before fprcad itfcif in the moil di^uiive and 
fyrpr ifing manner* 

Having juil now hinted to you the advantages thae 
Kave accrued to madmen, I ought not to omit the ho* 
Hours that hav^e been paid to fboUi. In former ages the 
courts of France anxl England were not thought com* 
pletcly imbellilhed without a favourite idiot, u-ho bore 
ihe title of the King's jcfteij and who was aa remark* 
ably diilingui^ied by a cap and beUs, as his r&yal cralkf 
was dtllinguiflied by a diadem and robes. This anim^d, 
like Junius Brmu^^ frequently aflumed the face and be- 
haviour of folly» to anfwer his own parriculu- views and 
advantage;. Hh bluntnefs and ikapHcity recommended 
him Id ihofe places* where truths, iffpoken, by a mar» 
of terrf'T, were difagiceable and dangerous. If he had 
I "^i like Brutu3, to fave hh cotititry^ ar 

M happincfs to feture himOclf: and his ex- 

prdhotu wer^ often fo full of humour and £ftn:alhi« thai 
to this day, they ivre recorded as piece* of wit. Such 
WA^ the famous reply of Archy toK, Jamea I- uhcn hi* 
JVlujdiy^ amidil all hh wifdotn, was fuihciently infpircd 
with follyp. to fend his only foa in Spain. Btit fbob 
at prefcnt arc no longer admired in couj ts ; or, if they 
arc, they appear there without their cap and hclla* 

Aki> now, to quit reflei'Uons that tend in general ra- 
ihcr 10 terrify than to improve the under itanding. let me 
obferve, in honour of my ftietid Swifts that h :V ' ' .h* 
ment of an hofpital for idiots and lunatics i iy^ 

1 ■"■---■■■ ■•''■ '^ • ' 
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A wonderful PROPHECY taken from 
the mouth of the fpirit of a perfon, who 
was barbaroufly flain by the Mohocks : 

Proving alfo, that the faid Mohocks and Hawcu- 
bites are the Gog and Magog mentioned in the 
Revelations: and therefore that this vain and 
tranfitory world will flwrtly be brought to its 
final diffi)lution. 

Breathed forth m die year 1712^ 
Woe! Woi! Woe^! 

Mm 

WO E to London F Woe to Weftminfter ! Woe to 
Southwark ! and woe to the inhabitants thereof! 

I am loth to iay. Woe to the old and neiv churchesi 
tkofe that are built, and thofe that an not bnHt ! 

But woe to the gates, the ftreets, and the houfes f 
Woe to the men, the women, and the children ! for the 
Mohocks and Hawcubites are already come, the 
time draweth near, and the end approacheth ! 

Not to mention the near refemblance betwixt the 
names of Mohock and Gog, Hawcubitb and Magog 
(tho' I think there is a great deal even ii^ that) I (hall go 
on to proceed in my more folid arguments, proving to 
vou not only the things that are, but alfo the things that 
ire not. 

The things that are, are the Mohocks and Haw- 
cubites ; the things that are not, are Gog and Ma* 
GOG ; and yet both the. things that are, and the things 
that are not, are one and the feme thing. 

How this matter is, or when it iis to be fulfilled, ncir 
ther you nor I know, but I only. 

Foawhen the Moho.cks and Hawcubites came, 
Satan came, alfo among them ; and where Satan is, there 
are Gog and Mkooq ^^q. 
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They have the mark of the beaft in their foreheads 
and the bezfl hixnfelf is in their hearts, their trrth Arc 
Ibarp like the teeth of lions, their tails are fierv like the 
tails of (corpions, and their hair is as the hair of women. 

Here tte /fir it fau/ed a «ui';/r— ; — an J thki ^^i% 
fr9€4eded. 

Now Men to what is to come. 

- Those that are in ^all abide in, and thofo that arr 
<mt (hall abide out. — Yet thofe that are in Ihall br i«.i 
thofe that are out, and thofe that arc out ihall br at 
thofe that are in. 

Be not deje£ted fear not but believe au«1 

tremble. 

The lions of this world are dc^ad, and the primes of 
thi» world are dead alfo, and thai next world druweth 
nigh. 

That antient Whig, the Antichrift of St John, iliall 
lead the van like a young dragon, but he (hull be iut 
piece-mail, and difpofle^ed. 

TdB dragon apon Bow-church, and the f^r'trshopprr 
upon the Royal-exchaiige, (hall meet together upon 
Stockf-market, and fhake hands like brethren. 

Shake therefore your heads, Oye peonlc ! my tiino 
IS fhort, and yours is not long ; lengtncii thorcforcr 
your repentance, and jQiorten your iniquities. 

Lo I the comet appeareth in the fouth ! ye.i. it Ap- 
pcareth exceedingly. Ah poor deluded Chrininn.'i ( Ah 
blind brethren ! think not that this baleful dng-(l.ir only 
ihaketh his tail at you in waggery ; no, it fhukcth it art 
a rod. It is not a fporting tail, but a Hery tail» even .ia 
the tail of a harlot; yea, fnch a tail as may reach, and 
be told, to all poflerity. 

I am the porter that was barbaroufly flain in I'leet- 
ibeet: by the Mohocks and Hawcukites was I ilaiui 
when they laid violent hands upon mc. 

They put their hook into my mouth, they divided 
my noftrils afunder, they fent mc, as they thought, to 
my long home ; but now I am returned again to {bretdl 
their defirudtion. 



356 A WONDERFUL PROPHECY. 

The time is at hand, when the free-thinkers of Great- 
Britain fhall be converted to Judaifm : and the Saltan 
ihall receive the foreikins of Toland and Cdlins * in a 
box of gold. 

Yet two days, a day, and half a day, yea, upon, the 
twelfth hour of the fourth day, thofe emblems of Goo 
and Magog, at the Guild hall, ihall fall to the ground, 
and be broken afunder. With them (ball perifh the 
Mohocks and Hawcubit£S, and the whole world 
fhall perifh with them. 

Here the fftrit difappeared, and immediaieiy shiratpea 
held kis peaci^ 



TBc 



*ilathors of fereril books ia favour, of ki£dcUty> Hawk, 
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From Toe{<Jay» Aagoft the 12th, to Tharfday» 
Aogoft the 14th. 

From the heuroofi, Augufi the J^fh, 

TWO days ago we were put in a dreadful confer- 
oation by the advance of a kite, which threatened 
every minute to fa/i upon us ; he made feveral motiom as 
if he deigned to attack our le/i 'wing^ which covered 
our infantry. We were alarmed at his approach, and 
upon a general mufler of all our forces, the kitchen maid 
came to our relief; but we were foon convinced, that (he 
had betrayed us, and was in the intereft of the kite afore- 
iaid; for (he twilled ofr two of our companions necks, 
and flript them naked : five of us were alfo clapped in 
z. cUfe prifony in order to be fold for (laves the next 
market day. 

. P. S. The black htn was laft night iafely delivered of 
(even young diuks. 

Fr^m thi garditi,' Augvft tbg 3^,. 

The boars have done much mifchief of late in theft 
parts, to fuch a degree, that not a turnip or carrot can 
lie fafe in their beds, Yefterday feveral of them were 
taken, and fentenced to have a wooden engme put about 
their necks, to have their nofes bored, and rings thruit 
thio' them, as a mark of infamy for fuch pradlices. 

From the great pond^ Auguft the \fi. 

Yesterday a large/i// of ducks pafTed by here, after a 
fmall refiftance from two little boys, who flung ftones at 
them ; they landed near the barn-door, where they fo^ 
r/if^^ with \try jjood fuccefs : while they were upon this 
eaterprize, an old turkey-cock attacked a maid in a red 
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petticoat, and flic retired with great precipitation, ThiV 
afternoon being Come what rainy, they fet fail again, and 
took ibveral. frogs, Juft now arrived the par/cn^i m;ifey 
and twenty ducks were brought forth before her in order 
to be tried, but for what crime we know not, however 
two of them were condemned ; it was alfo obferved, 
that fhe carried off a goHing and three fucking pigs. 

from the little fort at the end of the garden^ Aug, the ^ih 

Last night two young men of this place made a^- 
tacbment of their breeches, in order, as it is thought, to 
poffefs themfelves of the two o*vertures of the faid fort ; 
but at their approach they heard* great firing from the 
port-holes ;, they found them aDrady bombarded hy the 
rearguard of Sarah and Suky, who fearing the(e young 
men were come to beat up their quarters ^ deferted their 
necejfary pofts, which were immediately taken poiTeffion 
of, notwithftanding they were much annoyed by reafon 
of feveral (link- pots, that had been flung there the fame 
mornings 

• 
From the harley^monu near the lam^ Akgufl the ^d. 

It was yefterday rumoured, that there was heard a 
mighty fqueaking near this place, as of an army of mice; 
who were thought to lie in ambufcade in the faid mow : 
upon this the farmer afTembled together a council of neigh- 
bours, wherein it was refolved, that the mow fhould.be 
removed to prevent the farther deflrudibn of the fbrage. 
This day the affair was put in execution ; four hundred 
and feventy nine mice and three large rats were killed, 
and a vaft number wounded, by pitch-forks and other 
inf!ruments of hufbandry. A moufe, thatwas clofe purfued^ 
took ihelter under Dolly's petticoats, but by the vigilance 
of George Simmons he was taken, as he was endeavour- 
ing to force his way thro* a deep morafsi and crufhed to 
death on the fpot. There was nothing material hap- 
pened the next day, only Cicily Hart was obftr^ed ta. 
make water undex: the faid mow^ as fhe was going a milk* 

from 
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It is very crsdihiv rrpcr 

hen, ihev L*'.:-g it Ji:e i^-'^:Lr^- s^ r .r.. .1 — -i-.- 
logerthcr: r-c Tiisr:::!;- xs^ii :cr i s--:sr' • : -r: 

Thii is die uiiie ;ccic- ^lar fiii::!; * ijr:. r-r ijr -::.':-u 
« monch ago. 

On ScEd^y li. r:*-* * u a tr.-: = rris^z. -.x.'r^ a 
our grea: h«II, »zcr» s>f^ prrir:- ---s v-:' •: -- - --f 
fanner: the psrr:c eai l..c^ 2 ^r^.— *.-■: :.- -- z.»r- 

like a paricc : »e r^rer ---i s: ii.-* '^--.--*- .: ^ . 

ons to decide ^]ii:i *ar 2i>± 

It 15 repcri*i, -l:*: ti* s.-..: :r i.Lr!L-r/*n * ::;*^ 
•child Ia& neck, hi; .: -i::^- --",:- r-ir-.^ 

/>«B / :/yi :; . f ; flw^; '^ -'^^ ; -.' ' f ' ' 

Th:s dayajick-ii-, - ^1 •-•;'-- - :..-. ;•. ' 4^^ 
ordered clofc cr!:':r.t.* i'- a 1*;* V '-• -> . '- . . * 
jiiilice of the pi-i-r ; i-i —.* {i.-o* ' *" -> '."•.<. ^• 
pies, for i^.;^.:*: 7 if. a cil'-t ':.«'>/-- ri.":*c- i„ :.- -• '. 

the faid jui'tfcei c£-:*i 4 p-ir - vt * :. ;^ /- o-, < v: 
eat the (ame, bcir-^ c:--'.v^t^ ''-, 5- <''-'.; '-- -' '- 
of June, 

Divine fcnicc ;s cor. 'Jr. i*:-: r. '.•/ ;-'*' ' * • * . 
cho' we have feldorr* the cc,rr.f*f./ '.f 4-'/ '•' * ' '. 
bouring gentry ; by wr.ofe iz-^.:.*:i *A r - -y • fi/ '^^ 
cenjedurcd, tha: the fcj.r.f: fr'-:r. v. . ?. i^^- i^- ''- ''* 
dited by ihem, or clfe rcgax'-*:^ *•- lu^"*^^ • '^ •• -• *^^* 
fequence. 

From the churKkyatd, AuyuH iU ytf^ 

The minifter, having oi/f'-fv*"i i.t '^i. / '^a-j i " '>- 
feem too much affeiicd will* t?.*: ,/.v.'.'.-/^ '/> '- '" ' 
and ihc tows of the pa-ifl*, iiiii W'^t.-c: o.i Miu/.'w / 
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for the future to be performed not in his own court, bot 
in the church-yard ; where, at the £rft foiemnity of that 
kind, the grave- ftones of John Fry, Peter How, and 
Mary d'Urfey were fpamed down. This has already oc- 
caiioned great debates in the vellry, the latter being the 
dcceafed wife of X^t finging' clerk of this place. 

Cafitalities this tjceek. 

Several cafualities have happened this week, and the 
bill of mortality is very much increafed. There have 
died oi lYiQ faliing ftcknefi two tumbling hoHes, as alio 
one of their nders. Smothered (in onions) feven rabits. 
Stifled (in a foldier's breeches) two geefe. Of 2,Jm 
thrMit^ feveral fheep and calves at the butchers. Sitarvtd 
to deathj one baitard child nuifed at the pariih charge. 
Stt/JSom, in eggs of turkeys, geefe^ ducks, and hens, 
thirty- fix. Dron^ined^ nine puppies. Of ivind in the 
bowels, iLwe botdes of fmall beer. I have not yet fecn 
the exa^ lift of the parifti-derk, fo that for a more par- 
ticular account^ we refer you to our next* 

We have nothing material as to the flochy only that 
Dick Adams was fet in them lafl Sunday forfwearing« 
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A croc and faithfiil Njixr ative of whatpaf* 

fed in London, during the general con* 

fleraation of all ranks and degrees of man* 

• kind, on Tuefday, Wednefday, Thurfday^ 

and Friday laft. 

ON Tflcfday the i^ih of Caobcr Mr Whifton held 
his ledure near the Royal Exchange, to an aodi* 
enoe of fburteen worthy citizens, his fnticribers and con* 
fiant bearers. Befidcs theie there were five chance an* 
diiori for that night only, who had paid their (hillings 
a-'piece. 1 think myfelf oUiged to be very particalarin 
tms reladoD, left my veracity (hould be fufpd^ed ; which 
makes me appeal to the men, who were pre(ent ; of 
which namber» I myfelf was one. Their names are 

Henry Watfbn, bahtrda/her. 
George Hancock, druggift. 
John Lewis, dry-Jalter, 
William Jones, com-cbandler. 
. Henry Theobald, nvaubmakir, 
James Peters, draper. 
Thomas YXoytx^ Jil'ver/mib. 
John WeWs, brewer 
Samuel Greg, foap boiler. 
William Cooley, fi/hmonger. 
James Harped bofier. 
Robert Tucktr, j^atgoner. 
George Ford, ironmonger* 
Daniel Lynch, apotbecetry* 



William Bennct/ 
David Somers, 
Charles Lock, 
Leonard Daval, 
Henry Crofi, 



opprenHces, 



Ma Whifton began by acquainting us, that (oontraiy 

to his advertiiement) he thought himfelf in duty and con« 

Vol IV. H h (skwyt 
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fcience obliged to change the fubjedl mztter of his intend- 
ed difcourfe.— Here he paufed, and feemed for a fhort 
fpace as it were loft in devotion and mental prayer; af- 
ter which, with great earneflnefs and vehemence he fpake 
as follows : 

<* Friends and fellow-citizens, all fpeculative icxence 
"is at an end : the period of all things is at hand ; on 
'< Friday next this world (hall be no more. Put not your 
•' confidence in me, brethren, for to-morrow morning, 
'< five minutes after £v£, the truth will be evident; in 
"* that inftant the comet (hall appear, of which I have 
** heretofore warned you. As ye have heard, believe. 
•* Go hence, and prepare your wives, your families, and 
" friends, for the univerfal change." 

At this folemn and dreadful prediflion the whole fo- 
ciety appeared in the utmofl afloniihment : but it would 
•be unjuft not to remember, thatMrWhiflon himfelf was 
in fo calm a temper as to return a (hilling a-piece to the 
3rouths, v/ho had been difappointed of their ledhire, which 
I thought, from a man of his integrity, a convincing 
proof of his own faitK in the prediftion. 

As we thought it a duty, in charity to warn all men ; 
in two or three hours the news had fpread thro* the 
city. At firft indeed our report met with but little cre- 
dit, it being by ourgreatefl dealers in Hocks thought on- 
ly a court artifice to fmk them, that (bme choice favoa- 
rites might purchafe at a lower rate; for the South fea 
that very evening fell five per cent ^ the India eleven; 
and all the other funds in proportion. But at the court 
end of the town our atteflations were entirely difbelieved, 
or turned into ridicule ; yet'neverthelefs the news {pread 
every where, and was the fubjed matter of all converfa- 
tion. 

That very night (as I was credibly informed) Mr Whi- 
ilon was fent for to a great Lady, who is very curious 
in the learned fciences, and addidled to all the fpeculative 
doubts of the moft .able philofbphers ; but he was not 
now to be found : and fince at other times he has been 
known not to decline that honour, I make no doubt he 
concealed himfelf to attend the great buflnefs of his ibul: 
but whether it was the Lady's faith, or inquifidvenefs, 
that occaiioned her to fend, is a point I (ball not prefume 

to 
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to determine. As for his being fent for to the fccrcfaJ 
ry's office by a meflecger, it is now knovt.-n to be a mat- 
ter notorionfly falfe, and indeed at £rfl it hsi linle cre- 
dit with me, diat (6 zealoos and honef: a man fhould be 
artkred into cmfioify^ as nJiStisas p-eacter^ uho is known 
to be fb well a&ded to the ptfent hafpj efiahiijkmnt. 

It was now 1 reflected uitn exceeding trouble and 
fbrrowy that I had difufcd family prz vers for above five 
years, and (though it had been a cuflom of late entirely 
neglected by men of airy bufinefs or ftation) I determin- 
ed within myfelf no longer to omit fo reafcnable and re- 
ligions a duty. I acquainted my wife with my intenti- 
ons : bot two Of three neighbours having been engaged 
to fop with us that night, and many hoars being unwa- 
rily fpent at cards, 1 was prevailed upon by her to put 
It off till die next day : (he reasoning, diat it would be 
time enoogh to take off the iervants from their bufinefs 
(which this pradice muft infallibly occafion for an hour 
or two every day) after the comet had made its appear- 
atice. 

Zoibary Bonvefr, a qnaker, and my nexf neighbour, 
had no fooner heard of the prophecy, but he made me 
a vitit. 1 informed him of every thing 1 had heard, but 
fbund him quite obftra^te in. his unbelief; for, /vd hel 
be comforted, friend, thy tidings are snpofiibilities, fof 
were thefe things to happen, they maft have been fore- 
leeti by fonae ot our bretnren. This indeed (as in all o- 
fher fpiritnal caies wtdi this kx of people) was his only 
jeafon agasnft believing me ; and, as he was fully per- 
loaded that the prediction was erroneous, he, in a very 
neighbourly manner, admonished me againft felling my 
ftocK at the prefent low price f which, he faid, beyond 
difpote moft have a rife before Monday, when diis un- 
leaibnable confternation (hould be over.^ 

Bot on Wedneiday morning ([ believe to the exadt 
calculation of Mr Whiflon) the e9nut appeared : for at 
three minutes after five, by my own watch, I fkw it* 
He indeed foretold, that it would be feen at five minutes 
after ftve^ but as the beft watches may be a minute or 
two too flow, I am apt to think his calculation juft to 
a minute. 

la lefi thaB a quarter of an hour all Cheapfide was 
H h 2 ciQ>^^^ 
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fcicncc obliged to change the fubjcd m-" ^ ^ J* 

cd difcaurfe^^Iere he pa u fed, and fc 

fpacr as it were lolt in devotion and n^ 

ter which, with great eanielbi^fs and ve i : ; , , 

as follows : 

** Friends and fellow-dtizens, all fpecalative fcienw 
" h at an end : the period of ill things is at hand i m 
** Friday next this world fhall be no more. Put not voar 
** confidence m nie, brethren^ for to-morrow m 
*^ five minuses after {iv£^ the truth wili be evidc.^. , -.. 
" that inftant the comet fliall appear, of wvhkh 1 have 
*' heietofore warned you. As ye have heard, bchcvc* 
*' Go hence, and prepare your wives, your families, and 
•* friends, for the univerHd change/' 

At this fokmn and dreadful prcdlftion tlie whole h* 
clcty appeared in the ntmoft aftonifhtnent: but it would 
be unjuft not to remember, that Mr Wfiiflon himfelf was 
in fo calm n temper as to return a ihill ing a ■ 

youths, who had been difappolnted of their It 
I thoughti from a man of his integrity, a conviiiciog 
proof of his own faitli in the prediiflton. 

Ai we thought it a duty, in chajlty to warn a!! men j 
In two or three hours tlie news had fpread thro* the 
dty. At firlt indeed our report met witn but little cre- 
dit, it being by our greateil dealers in fljocks thought on- 
ly a court artifice to fmk ihem, that fome choice hvoQ- 
riles might purchafe at a lower rate i for the South fe* 
that very evening fell five pfr ani^ the India eleven ; 
and all the other funds in proportion* Bnt at the ''■^m'^ 
end of the town onr attcftations were entirely difb. 
or turned into ridicule; yet nevertlielefi the news i^rcri 
every where, and was the fabjed master of all convct fi- 
tion. 

That very night (as I was credibly informed) Mr Whl- 
ilon was Tent for to a great Lady, who is very ^ 
in the learned fciences, and addided to all the fpei 
doubts of the moft able phUofophens ; bjjt he wai 
now to be found : and fmce at otfeer times he has ' 
known not to decline thiit honour, I make no doithj 
concealed himfelf to attend the great bufinefs of his 
btil whether it was the Lady's faith, r - 

tiat occafioned her tofead, i& a poiiit I - 
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determine. As for his being fent f^r to tHe fccrcta> 

fs fjfi'ce by a mefTenger, ft ii now known to bi: a maN 
Hy fdfc, and indeed at firll it hai iinle crc* 
V. that i'o zealocs and hone ft a man flioiild bef 
rri t/jftf fufhiiy^ as ^jedkious ft'tachir^ who is knOWO 
_i)c ib well aH^e^^ed to the prffent kttppy rfi&bfi/hmmt. 
It was now I rcfle^ed with exceeding irouble and 
forrow^ tliat I had dlfufcd family prayers for :ibovc five 
yc«r5, and (though it had been a cuHom of late eniirdy 
jkaed by men of any bufinefs or (latian) I dttermin* 
[within myfelf no longer to omit fo rcifonabic and tt* 
jions a duty, I acquainted my wife with my mtcnti* 
ons : bat tvvo or three neighboiirj having been engj<ged 
10 fyp with us that nighty and nrany hours being an wa- 
nly fpent at cards, I was prevmiled upon by her to put 
itolF liJI the next day r (he reafoning, that it would be 
time enough to take off the fervants from their bnfmefi 
(which thi^ praftice muft infallibly occasion for an hoar 
or two every day) after the c&nut had made its appear- 
ance. 

Zmhmy B^tvm, a qua ker. and my next neighboLifi 
had no fooner heard of the prophecy, but he made m* 
a viGt 1 informed him of every thing I had heard, bni 
jind him quite obftrmtte m liia uabtiief i for, /mi /yj 
[comforted, friend, thy tidings are mtpoffibili ties, foi* 
J thefe things to happen, they muft have been fore- 
by fome of our brethren. This indeed (as in aO o- 
fpirimal cafes with this ht of peopte) was his Ohlf 
kion againft believing me ; and, as nt wns fully per- 
ded that the prediflinn waj cnmneous, he, in a very 
2 h hourly manner, admoniihed me again ft felling my 
at the piT^fcnC low price i which, he faid, beyond 
^utc muf! have a rife before Monday, when thia ua- 
/onable confler nation Oiould be over*. 
ItJT on Wedne fday morning (E believe to the cxa^ 
cruktioft of Mr Whiilon) the csmft appeared : for a I 
ec minates after five> by my own watch, I faw it* 
indeed fdj^told, that it would be feen at five minutca 
6ve, bat as the befl watches may be a minute Of 
ton flow, I am apt to think his calculation juii to 
TTiBinutc. 

Ik hh than a quarter of an hour all Che:$pfide win& 
H k 2 ct^vi4ei.4 
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crouded mth fi vaft teincauHe of |»enpk| tnd 

ftajiding it was fo eaily, « is ibought, Oitt i^ir, 

tkar part qF ihe town, there was not mail, v f 

fhildt except the fitk or infinn, kft m ihelr hi... . i . oin 
my own balcony^ 1 am confident, I few fevers) thou* 
tiadt m the ftreet. and counted at lealt fcventecn, who 
were upon their knees, and feemed in aflual devotimi* 
Eleven of them indeed appeared to he old wDiiit!n of a^ 
bout fourfcore i the ftK others were men in an ;id vanced life, 
lut (xb f codfi gt2cfF)two of them iiiigbi be under fc^enty* 

It is highly probable, tliat an event of thb mature m*y 
be paiTeL! over by the greaier blftormns of oar riroei, «i 
condudrig vety liule or limKing to the dnravdlinf an^J 
laying open ihe deep fchetttes of politicbii 
cf Ibte ; for which re aton, 1 thought it r- 
accept,! tie to record the fd3.i, whidb in the fpjce nf th«c 
^ays rame to my kfiowjedge, cithexas an cye-witnefs, hi 
from iinqueilionable aaihoiitks i nor can I think ihts nu* 
rative will be entirely with out its ufe. as it may enable m 
to form a more ]y(i idea of oyr countrymen in getjcml, 
par icularly to regard to tlttir talih, religion p moraJ^j titd 
pclitics- 

Be F oat Wed nrfday noon the belief was nmVeHali 
that the day of jtidgmeitt was atiiaiid, mfomuch that t 
waterman of my acquaintance told me* he counted r- '-*" 
ihari one hundred and tw€r?ty- three clergymen, v/ 
been ferried over toLambith before twelve o'-clockj 
it is falJ, wciit thither to peition, that a flic 




Jnighi be penned, and ordered » there b: ' 
feivice upon that occa^orip But ^s in th 
ture it is neceffary, that the council be 
requell was not immediately complied w , 
alErm to be the true and otily re^fon, that i 
were not that morning fo well attended ; rr- 
^ays lo be imputed to the fears und con: 
cler^, with which the free-thinkers hi\ 
juftly reproached them., 

Mr wife and I went to church {where wc hsi! rot Wi-a 
for m^ny years on a w^f^k-day) atvd, with - 
Coai»regation, were difappointed of the 
(what will be fcarce creaible) by the 
'pieittieu, in oui abCeuCe^ wt had a pictt v^ u-*^ v 



i^^ 



OF wh:iit passed ik LONDON. 365^ 

carried off by a (bop-lifter : fo little impreflion was yet 
'^ade on the minds of thefe wicked women ! 

I cannot omit the care of a particular dinaor of the 
hank '; 1 hope the woYthy and wealthy knight will forgi%'e 
mc, that I endeavour to do him ju^ce ; for it was uiv- 
qu^onably owing to Sir Gilbert Heathcote's (kgacity f, 
that all the fire ojfuti were required to have a particular 
«ye upon the bank of England. Let it be recorded to 
his praife, that in the general hurry this ftruck him as his 
neareft and tendereft concern ; but the next day in the 
evening, after having taken due care of all his books, 
bills, and bonds, 1 was informed, his mind was wholly 
turned upon fpiritual matters ; yet, ever and anon, he 
could not help exprefling his rebutment againfl the To- 
ries, and Jacobites, to whom he imputed that fudden run 
upon the bank^ which happened on this occafion* 

A great man (whom at this time^t may not be prudent 
to name) employed all the Wednefday morning to make 
up fuch an account, as might appear fair, in cafe he 
fhould be called upon to produce it on the Friday ; but 
was forced to defift, after having for feveral hours toge- 
ther attempted it, not being able to bring himfelf to a 
refolution to trnft the many hundred articles of his fe- 
cret tranfa£tions upon paper. 

Another feemed to be very melancholy, which hit 
flatterers imputed to his dread of lofing his power in a 
day or two ; but I rather take it, that his chief concern 
was the terror of being tried in a court, that could not 
be influenced, and where a majority of voices could avail 
him nothing. It was obferved too, that he had few viii- 
ters that day ; this added ib much to his mortification, 
that he read through the firft chapter of the book of Job» 
and wept over it bitterly; in Qiort, he (eemed a true pe- 
nitent in every thing, but in charity to his neighbour. 
No buiinefs was that day done in his cffmpting Louje ; it it 
faid too, that he was advifed to reftitution, but I never 
heard that he complied with it any farther, than in giv- 
H h 3 xng 

f Sir Gilbert Heathcote had before fignalized his care for 
the Rink, when in equal danger, hy petitioning a;!ainft the Lord 
1>c^rcr Godolphio*s being removed, as a mcaTure that would 
dieftroy the public credit. 
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ing half a crown a- piece to feveral crazed, and fhu^ing 
creditors, who attended in the outward room. 

Three of the maids of honour lent to countermand 
their birth-day doaths ; two of them burnt ail their col- 
ledions of novels and romances, and fent to a bookfeller's 
in Pall mall to buy each of them a Bible^ and TajUrs 
holy li<ving and dying. But 1 mult do all of them the 
jufiice to acknowledge, that they ihewed a very decent 
behaviour iathe drawing-room, and retrained themfelves 
from thofe innocent freedoms and little levities fo com- 
monly innocent to .young ladies of their profeilion. So 
many birth- day fuits were countermanded the next day, 
that mod of the taylors and mantua-makers difchar- 
ged all their journeymen and women. A grave elderly 
Lady of great erudition and modedy, who viiits thefe 
young ladies, feemed to be extremely fhocked by the 
apprehenfions, that fhe was to appear naked before the 
whole world ; and no lefs fo, that all mankind was to 
appear naked before her ; which might fo much divert 
her thoughts, as to incapacitate her to give ready and 
apt anfwers to the interrogatories, that might be made 
her. The maid? of honour, who had both modefty and 
curiofity, could not imagine the fight fo difagreeable as 
was reprefented ; nay. one of them went To far as to 
fay, fhe perfectly longed to fee it ; for it could not be 
fo indecent, when every body was to be alike ; and they 
had a day or two to prepare themfelves to be feen in that 
condition. Upon this reDedlion, each of them cnrdered 
a bathing-tub to be got ready that evening, and a look- 
ing- giafs to be (et by it. So much are theie young ladies 
both by nature and cu^m addicted to ckanly appearance. 

A wefl'Country gentleman told me, he got a church- 
leafe filled up that morning for the fame fum, which had 
been refufed for three years fucceffively. I muft impute 
this merely to accident ; for I cannot imagine, that any 
divine could take the advantage of his tenant in io un* 
handibme a manner ; or that the (hortnefs of the life was 
in the leaft his coniidcration ; tho* I have heard the fame 
worthy prelate afperfed and maligned fince upon this 
very account. 

The term being (o near, the alarm among the law* 
Y&i^s was inexprcffiblej tho* fome of them> I was told* 

were 
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were ^ vain as to promife themfelves fbme advantage 
in making their defence, by being verfed in the piadice 
of our eanhly courts* It is faid too, that ibme of the 
chief pleaders were heard to exprefs great (atisfadion^ 
that there had been but few ft ate- 1 rials of late years:. 
Several attomies demanded the nturn of feesy that had 
been given the lawyers : but it was anfwered, the fee 
•was undoubtedly charged to their client, and that they 
could not connive at fnch unjuftice, as to fuffer \Xr to be 
-funk in the attorney's pockets. Our fage and learned 
judges had great confblation, in fo much as they had not 
pleaded at the bar for feveral years ; the harrijhrs re- 
joiced in that they were not attomies^ and the attomies 
felt no leis fatisfadtion, that they were not petti-foggers^ 
Jariventrsj and other meaner officers of the law. 

As to the Army, far be itfrom me to conceal the truth. 
Every foldier's behaviour was as undifuiayed, and un- 
daunted, as if nothing was to happen : I impute not this 
to their want of faith, but to their martial difpofition : tho^ 
I cannot help thinking they commonly accompany their 
commands with more oaths than are requifite, of which 
there was no remarkable diminution thi& morning on the 
parade in St James's Park. But poffibly it was by choice, 
and on confideration, that they continued this way of 
expreflion, not to intimidate the common foldiers, or give 
occafion to fufpeA, that even the fear of damnation could 
snake any impcefiion upon their fuperior officers. A duel 
was fought the fame morning between two colonels, not 
occaiioned (as was reported) becaufe the one was put Ob- 
ver the other's head ; that being a point, which might 
at fuch a junflure have been accommodated by the fne^ 
diatioD of friends ; but as this was upon the account of 
a Lady, it was judged it could not be put off at this 
time, above all others, but demanded immediate fatif- 
fadtion : I am apt to believe, that a young officer who 
deiired his furgeon to defer putting him into afalivatioa 
till Saturday, might make his requeft out of fome opinion 
he bad of the truth of the prophecy ; for the apprehenfions 
of any danger in the operation could not be his motive, 
the furgeon himielf having afiured me, that he had be- 
fore undergone three fevere operations of the like nature 
wich gieat icfignation and fortitude. 
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There was an order iffvtcd, that the chdpiaint of the 
feveral regimmis (hould attend their duty ; bnt as they 
were difperfed about in feveral parts of England^ it was 
believed, chat moft of them could not be found, or ib 
much as heard of, till the great day was over. 

Most of the confideral^le phy«icians^ by their oat- 
ward demeanor, feemed to be unbelievers ; but at the 
fame time, they every where infinuated, that there might 
be a piftilentiai malignancy in the air^ occaiioned by the 
comet y which might be armed againft by proper and timely 
medicines. This caution had but little eifefl ; for as the 
time approached; the Chriflian refignation of the people 
encicafed, and moft of them (which was never before 
known) had their fouls more at heart than their bodies. 

JFihe reverend clergy ihowed more concern than 
othe.s, I charitably impute it to their great charge of 
/cuii ; ^and what confirmed me in this opinion was, that 
the degreet of af^prebenjion and terror could be diflinguifhed 
to be greater or lefs, according to their ranks and de^ 
grees in the church. 

The like might be obferved in all forts of minifters, 
tho' not of the church of England ; the higher their 
rank, the more was their fear. 

I fpeak not of the court, for fear of offence; and I 
forbear inferring the names of particular perfons, to avoid 
the imputation of fxander, fo that the reader will allo\v 
the narrative mufl be deficient, and is therefore deiired 
to accept hereof rather as a (ketch, than a regular cir- 
ca mflantial hiftory. 

' I was not informed of any perfons, who fhewed the 
leaft joy ; except three malefadors, ,v^howere to be exe- 
cuted on the Monday following, and one old man, a con- 
flant church-goer, who bein^ at the point of death, ex- 
prcfled fbme fatisfaftion at the news. 

On Thurfday morning there was little ornothing trant 
afted in Change-alley ; there were a multitude of fellers, 
but fo few buyers, that one cannot affirm the flocks bore 
any certain price except amone: the Jews ; who this day 
reaped great profit by their infidelity. There were many 
•who called themfelves Chriftians, who offered to buy /or 
timt^ but as theie were people of great difiin^kn^ I 

diofe 
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chnie not to mention them, becaufe in effedl it would 
ieero to accufe them both of avarice, and infidelity. 

The run open the lavi is too well known to need a 
particular relation ; for it never can be forgotten, that 
no one perfon whatever (except t\^t dire^ors thcmfclves, 
and (bme of their particular friends and aHbciates] could 
convert a //// all that day into fpicie ; all hands being 
employed to ferve tbtm. ■ 

In the feveral churches of the city and fuburbs there 
were feven thoufand two hundred and forty-five, who 
publicly and folemnly declared before the congregation^ 
that they took to wife their feveral kept mifirelts, which 
was allowed as valid marriage, the priett not having 
lime to pronounce the ceremony in form. ^ . 

At St Brides's church in Fleetftreet Mr WbolHori (who 
writ againd the miracles of our Saviour) in the utmof! 
terrors of confcience, made a public recantation. Dr 
Mandevilf (who had been groundlefsly reported for- 
merly to have done the fame) did it now in good earneft 
at St James's gate j as did alfo at the Temple-church 
feveral gentlemen, who frequent coffee-boujes near the 
bar. So great was the faith and fear of two of them, 
that they dropt dead on the fpot ; but I will not record 
their names, left I fhould be thought invluioufiy to laf 
an odium on their families and pofteritv. 

Most of the players^ who had \crj little faith beibre^ 
were now defiroos of having as much as they could, and 
therefiDre embraced the Roman catholic religion ; the fame 
thing was obferved of (bme bawdi and ladiei of pUafure^ 

An Irifh gentleman, out of pure friendfhip, came td 
make me a vifit, and advifed me to hire a boat for the 
enfuing day, and told me, that nnlefs I gave earned for 
one immediately, he feared k^might be too late ; for hit 
country-men had fecured almoil tvtry boat upon the rt« 
ver, as judging, that in the general confagrution^ to be 
opon the tjoater would be the Jafeft place. 

There were tnuo lords ^ and three commoners ^ who* 
out of a fcmple of conicience, very haflily threw up their 
penfions, as imagining a penfion was only an annual 

retaining 

f Author of The fahU of the hee^, a Kook intended to fubvert 
not only religion but virtue, by ibewiiig ihu prWatt vices on 
fiM€beac6tu 
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tetaimMg hil/i. All the other great i^enlidDers, I wa* 
t^ld, \\iA thelf fcfupks quieted by a -Urgjnt^n or t^*o of 
diilm^On« whom they happily coiifult^J* 

It w%% reiuarkable^ that feveral of our very rlched 
frsdt/meft of the ciry, In cominon charity, giive away 
(hillings and fix-pences to the beggars » who played a- 
fcoet the chm eh' doors i and at a partJCular chutcb lu the 
diyt fl wealthy ihurcb-^viWiien, with his own haads^ dt 
fbihuted fifty twelve- pettny knaves to the poor by way 
reliitution for the many great and coilly feaHs, which 
Jiad eaten of at their expence. 

Thk IE great ladies, a tmlgt de ch&mhre^ two !oi 
acaflom^hoiife officer, five hair*pay captains, and a 
ronett (all jkoitd gamifi^ts) came pablicly into a churcji 
»t Weftminfter, ajid depofited a very confiderable fum of 
money in the minifer'a hands | the parties^ whom thcf 
had defrauded, bt;ing drher out of town, or nat to be 
foQud. But fo great is the hardfiefk of heart of this fra* 
tcmity, that among cither the noble, or volg^ gainellent 
(tho' the profeffion is fo geneial) I did not hear of any 
oihet icftitutton of this fort. At the fame time J muft 
obfervc, that (in comparifon of thefc) thro* all parts of 
the 10 wo, rhe jci^ce and pemience nf xlxc htgh ^i^y^ 
mifi^ h&uftkrmkiti^ and common ftck^pmkeis^ was very 
remarkable^ 

The direB&rf of otir pMic fompaum were in fii' 
Aeadful apprehenfionsi that one would have though 
fitrfiamfntar} inqwn was at hand ; yet fo great was th' 
f refence of mind, that all the Thurfday morning was w 
ken np in prifuate iramfers^ which by malicious pcop' 
was thought to he done withdefign to conceal their efe ' 
1 forbear mentioning the private confeffions of parti' 
\^ i&Jiii to xhtit hufianJt I for as their children were 
born m wedlock, and of coniequence are legitimate, 
wonld be an invidinas talk to record them as i^ailai 
aud particularly after their feveral hufbands have to 
ijlably forgiven them. 

The evening and night thro' the whole town w 

focnt in devotions both public and private j the ehtirchta 

ftr this one day were fo croudcd by the nobility anH - 

Uy^ that thoufands of common people were feen pr^ . ,^^ 

ill the public Itret^* l£v biQti) <^^>K^u\4^!i^^ ^u 
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the whole town had been really and ferioufly religious. 
But what was very remarkabie, all the different perfoafions 
kept by themfelves; for as each thought the other would 
be damned, not one would join in prayer with the other. 

At length Friday came, and the people covered all the 
ftreeu ; expecting, watching, and praying. But as the 
day wore away, their fears Sr& began to abate, then lef- 
fened every hour, at night they were almoil extindt, till 
the total darknefs, . that hitherto ufed to terrify, now 
comforted every free-thinker and athetfi. Great numbers 
went together to the tanjemsy htfyokt /uppers^ and broke 
np whole bogjheadi for joy. The fubjed of all wit and 
converfation was to ridicule the prophecy, and rally each 
other. All the quality and gentry were perfeGfy a/hamed^ 
nay, fome utterly difowned that they had manifefled any 
figns of religion. 

But the next day even the common people, as well 
as their betters, appeared in their uiual ilate of indif- 
ference. They drank, they whored, they fwore, they 
lyed, they cheated, they plundered, they gamed, they 
quarrelled, they murdered. In ihort« the world went 
on in the old channel. 

I need not give any inftances of what will fo eafily be 
credited, but I cannot omit relating, that Mr Woolilon 
adverufed in that stvf Saturday's Evening Poft a new 
treatife againfl the miracles of our Saviour ; and that the 
few, who had given up their penfions the day before, (b« 
ficited to have them continued ; which as they had not 
been thrown up upon any miniiierial pointy I am in- 
formed was readily granted. 
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From Tuefday, Jan. 23* to Saturday. Jan. 27. i7io« 

AMONGST other fervices I have met with from 
feme critics, the cruelleft for an old man is, that 
they will not let me be at aaiet in my bed, bat 
purfiie me to my very dreams. I mufl not dream bat 
when they pleafe^^ior upon long continued fubjeds» how- 
ever vifionary in their own 'natures, becanfe there is a 
manifed moral quiet thro* them, which to produce as 

a 

•N. B. The two folio win j; Tatlcrs arc not in the four volames 
publiOied by Sir Richard Steele. 

In the preface to the Tatler, Tol. iv. Sir Richard Steele 
(peaks thus of Dr Swift. *' I have, in the dedication of the 
^ firft volume, made my acknowledgments to Dr Swift, 
** whole pleafant writings, in the name of Bickerffafft created an 
** inclination in the town towards any thing that could appear in 
** the fame difguife. I muft acknowledp;e alio, that, at my 
** fird entering Upon this work, a certain uncommon way oif 
«( thinking, and a turn in conversation peculiar to that agree* 
** able gentleman, rendered his company very advantaseoos 
** to one, whole imagination was to be continually cmpfeyed 
« upon obvious and common (ubje€ls, tho' at the iame tune 
<* obliged to treat of them in a new and unbeaten method. His 
^ verfes on the Shower in tott/n^ and the Defcription of the 
«' ntormng^ arc inftances of tVvt W^^^^efs of that genius, whick 
*• caald raifc Co oleaCin^ Uci» vl^qc^ ^iC5::^Sma& ^ \as»& to as 
« ordinaiy invcntiou.** 
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a dream is improbable and unnatural. Tlie pain I might 
have had from this obje^on, is prevented by coniidering 
they have mifled another, againft which I (hould have 
been at a lofs to defend myfelf. They might have afked 
me, whether the dreams I publifh can properly be called 
Luculfrations^ which is the name I have given to all my 
papers, whether in volumes or half-fhcets : fo manifeft a 
contradidion in ttrminis^ that I wonder no fophifter ever 
thought of it. But the other is a cavil. I remember 
when I was a boy at fchool, I have often dreamed out 
the whole pafTages of the day ; that I rode a journey, 
baited, fupped, went to bed, and rofe next morning : 
and I have known young ladies, who could dream a whole 
contexture of adventures in one night large enough to 
make a novel. In youth the imagination is ftrong, not 
mixed with cares, nor tinged with thofe paflions that 
moft difturb and confound it ; fuch as avarice, ambition, 
' and many others. Now, as old men are faid to grov/ 
children again, fo in this article of dreaming I am re- 
turned to my childhood. My imap,ination is at full eafe, 
without care, avarice, or ambition to clog it ; by which", 
among many others, I have this advantafi;e of doublings 
the fmall remainder of my time, and living four and 
twenty hours in the day. However, the dream I am 
going now to relate is as wild as can well be imagined, 
and adapted to plea(e thefe refiners upon fleep, without 
any moral that 1 can difcover. 

** It happened, that my maid left on the table in my 
*' bed-chamber one of her ftory -books (as (he calls them) 
•• which I took up, and found full of ftrange impertinence, 
** fitted to her tafte and condition; of poor fervants who 
*• came to be ladies, zxi^ Jerwig-men cfhix; degree ^ who 
" married kings daughters. Among other things, I 
•• met this fagc obfervation, that a lion would never 
" hurt a true virgin. With this medley of nonft-nfe in 
•« my fancy I went to bed, and dreamed that a friend 
" waked me in the morning, and propofed for pallimc to 
" fpend a few hours in feeing the parifh lions, which he 
•* had not done fincc he came to town : and bfcaufe 
** they fhewed but once a week, he would not mifb the 
*• opportunity. I faid I would humour him \ altho* 

YOL.iV. li vvx5^ 
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•* to fpeak the truth, I was not fond of thofe cruel fpec- 
*' tacles ; and if it were not fo ancient a coiloxn, founded 
** as I had heard upon the wifefl maxims, 1 fhould be 
«• apt to cenfurc the inhumanity of thofe who introduced 
•• it." All this will be a riddle to the' waking reader, 
until I difcover the fcene my imagination had formed 
upon the maxim, that a lion would never hurt a true 
virgin. ** I dreamed, that, by a law of immemorial time, 
** a he lion was kept in every pariih at the common charge, 
** and in a place provided adjoining to the church- yard; 
•• that before any one of the fair fex was married, if ihe 
^* affirmed herfelf to be a virgin, ihe mud on her wed- 
** ding day, and in her wedding cloaths, perform the 
^< ceremony of going alone into the den, and day an 
** hour with the lion let loofe, and kept failing four and 
" twenty hours on purpofe. At a proper height above 
<< the den were convenient galleries for the relations and 
«* friends of the young couple, and open to all fpedlators. 
*' No maiden was forced to offer herfelf to the lion ; but 
«* if ihe refufed, it was a difgrace to marry her, and every 
^ one might have liberty of calling her a whore. And 
*< methought it was as ufual a diveriion to fee the pariih 
^ lions, as with us to go to a play or an opera. And 
** it was reckoned convenient to be^ near the church 
** either for marrying the virgin, if ihe eicaped the trial, 
** or for burying her bones when xh/e lion had devoured 
« the rc^, as he conilantly did,'* 

To go oh #ierefbre with the dream : " We called firft 
<* ^as 1 remember) to fee St Dunilan's Hon ; but we wtre 
^ told, they did not ihew to-day. From thence we 
•« went to that of Covent-garden, which to my great 
'* furprize we found as lean as a ikeleton, when I exped- 
*< ed quite the contrary ; but the keeper iaid it was no 
<' wonder at all, becaufe the poor beail had not got an 
" ounce of woman sileih, fince he came into the pariih. 
** This amazed me more than the other, and 1 was 
** forming lo myfelf a mighty veneration for the ladies 
*« in that qasLTter of the town ; when the keeper went 
<* on, and faid he wondered the pariih would be at the 
** charge of maintaining a lion for nothing. Friend, faid 
'*-/, do you call it nothing to juilify the virtue of fo 
f inany ladies > or \ia.\ii '^omi VBOti^^^ his diilinguiihing 
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** faculty ? Can there W any thing more for the ho^ 
*' noar of your parifh, than that all the ladies married ill 
•* your church were pure virgina? That is true, faid he; 
*' and the do6tor knows it to his forrow ; for there hath 
** not been a couple married in our church fince his wor- 
♦• (hip came amongft us. The virgins hereabouts are too 
*< wife to venture the claws of the lion ; and, becaufe 
^ no-body will marry them, have all entered into a vow 
♦* of virginity ; fo that in proportion we have much the 
•♦ largcft nunnery in the whole town. This manner of 
•• ladies entering into a vow of *virgimfy, becaufe they 
•• were not ntirgins, I eafily conceived ; and my dreani 
^ cold me, that the whole kingdom was full of nunneries 
** plentifully ftocked from the fame reaibn. 

** Wb went to fee another lion, where we found much 
•* company met in the gallery. The keeper told ur, 
'* we (hould fee /port epough, as he called it ; and in a 
^ little time we faw a young beautiful Jady put into the 
** den, who walked up towards the lion with all ima^ 
** ginable fecurity in her countenance, and looked 
^* Sniling upon her lover aiui friends in the gallery ; 
** which I thought nothing extraordinary, becaufe it was 
^ never known that any lion had been miftaken. But 
** however we were all difappointed ; for the lion lifted 
** op his rieht jpzw, which was the fatal fign, and ad- 
•• Srancing forward, feized her by the arm, and began to 
•• tear it. The poor lady gave a terrible fhrick, and 
•♦ cried out, ne Hon is iujk, I am no wirpin / Oh / 5^^ 
^ fbo, Sappho ! fhe could fay no more, tor the lion gave 
•* her the coup dt grac§ by^ifqueeze in the throat, and 
*• flic expired at his feet. The keeper dragged away 
** her body to feed the animal, after the company fhould 
•* be gone ; for the parifh lions never ufed to eat in 
** public. After a little paufe, another lady came 00 to* 
^ wards the lion in the (ame manner as the former . We 
**obferved the bead fmell her with' cHIigence. lie 
" fcratched both her hands with lifting them to his nofev 
*^ and laying one of \ixs claws on her bofom- drew blood ; 
«* however he let her go, and at the feme time turned 
'* from her with a fort of contempt, at which (he was 
^ not a little mortified, and retired with fome confufion 
« to her friends in die gallery. Methought the whole 
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•* company immediately underfUod the meaning of this; 
•• that the eafincfs of the lady had fufFered her to admit 
** certain imprudent and dangerous famDiarities, border- 
•* ing too much upon what is criminal ; neither was it 
«« fnre, whether the lover then prefent had not fome 
•* (harcrs with him in thofe freedoms, of which a lady 
•' can never be too fparing. 

*• This happened to be an extraordinary day ; for a 
*' third lady came into the den, laughing loud, playing 
** with her fan, toifing her head, and uniling round on 
" the young fellows in the gallery. However, the lion 
•* leaped on her with great fury, and we gave her for 
" gone ; but on a fudoen he let go his hold, and turned 
** from her as if he were naiifeated ; then gave ber a la(h 
** with his tail ; after which fhe returned to the gallery, 
'' not the lead out of countenance : and this, it feems, 
** was the ufual treatment of coquets. 

** I thought we had feen enough ; but my friend would 
'* needs have us go and vifit one or two lions in the city. 
•< We called at two or three dens, where they happened 
" not to (hew ; but we generally found half a fcore 
*' young girls l>etween eight and eleven years old, play* 
** ing with each lion, fitting on his back, and putting 
** tlieir hands into his mouth ; fome of them would now 
** and then get a fcratch. but we always difcovered upon 
^ examining, that they had been hoydening with the 
*• young apprentices. One of them was calling to a 
'* pretty girl about twelve years old, who Hood by us in 
*\ the gallery, to come down to the lion, and upon her 
•• refulal faid, j4h / Mi/s Betty ^ tve could nt^nr get you t§ 
'* come near the lien^ fmce you played at h§op and bide. *with 
•* my brother in the garret • 

*' We followed a couple, with the wedding-folka, going 
" to the church of St Mary Ax. The lady, tho* weB 
■< (Iricken in years, extremely crooked and deformed, 
«< was dreifed out beyond the gaiety of fifteen, having 
*< jumbled together, as I imagined, all the tawdry re- 
*< mains of aunts, god-mothers, and grand -mothers, for 
<* fome generations paft. One of the neighbour whif- 
<* pered me, that (he was an old maid, and had the 
" cleareft reputation of any in the pari(h. There is no* 
^* thing ftrange la ^^l> \]KkO\x^\l«bMt was much fnrpris* 
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mediately awaked, and could not help wiihing, that the 
deputy cenfors of my late inflitution were indued wkli 
the fame inilind as thefe parifH lions. 



NUMBER XX.* 

Inginuas didicijfe fidelitir artu 
EmolUt mures, — __ OvfA 

From Saturday, March 3* to Tuciday, March 6. 171a. 
From my e^wn apartment in Channel^otv^ March 5. 

THOSE inferior duties of life, which the French call 
Lfs petites morales^ or the (mailer morals, are with 
us diilinguiihed by the name of good manners or 
breeding. This I look upon, in the general notion of it, 
to be a fort of artificial good fenfe, adapted to the 
meancil capacities, and introduced to make mankind eafy 
in their commerce with each other. Low and little un- 
deribmdings, without fome rules of this kind, would be 
perpetually wandering into a thousand ^odecencies and 
irregularities in behaviour i and in their ordinary conver- 
fatioa fall into the fame boiflerous familiarities, that 
one obferves amongft then>, when a debauch hath quite 
taken away the ufe of their reafbn. In other inftances it is- 
odd to confider, that for want of common fiifcretion the 
very end of good breeding is wholly perverted, and civility 
intended to make us eafy i& employed in laying chains and 
fetters upon us, in debarring us of our wifties, and in 
croffing our moH reafonable defires and inclinations. This 
abufe reigns chiefly in the couniry, as I found to my vex- 
ation, when I was lad there^ in a vifit I made to a 
neighbour about two miles from my coufin. As foon as 
J entered the parlour, they put me into fhe great chair that 
' flood clofe by a huge fire, and kept me there by force 
until I was ahnoft ftiOed. Then a boy came in great Yvaitf 

to 

•^ This Tader (houU Vt \«m^ m^ vk wcry 'Sijmrc's hall ia 
£ngland^ Orrery^ 
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to poll off my boots, which I in vain oppofed, urging 
that 1 mull return foon after dinner. Jn the mean time, 
the good lady whifpered her eldeft daughter, and flipped 
a key into her hand ; the girl returned indantly with a 
beer-glafs half full of aqua mirabilis and fyrup of gilly- 
flowers. I took as much as I had a mind for, but Madam 
vowed I fhould drink it off ; for fl)e was fure it would do 
me good after coming out of the cold air ; and I was 
forced to obey, which abfolutely took away my ftomacb. 
When dinner came in, I had a mind to fit at a diflance 
from the fire j but they told me it was as much as my 
life was worth, and fet me with my back juft againft ic. 
Altho' my appetite was quite gone, I was refolved to foroc 
down as much as I could, and defired the leg of a pullet. 
" Indeed, Mr BickerftafF, feys the Lady, you mull eat a 
" wing to oblige me ?" and fo put a couple upon my 
plate. P was persecuted at this rate during the whole 
meal ; as often as I called for fmall beer, the mailer tip- 
ped the wink, and the fervant brought me a brimmer of 
Oftober. Some time after dinner I ordered my coufin*s 
man, who came with me, taget ready the horfes ; but it 
was refolved I fhould not (lir that night ; and when I 
feemed pretty much bent upon going, they ordered the 
flable door to be locked, and the children hid my cloak 
and boots. The next queflion was, whar would I have 
for fupper ? I faid, 1 never eat any thing at night : but 
was at lafl, in my own defence, obliged to name the firft 
thing that came into my head. After three hours fpcnt 
chiefly in apologies fbr my entertainment,, infinuating to 
xne, ** That this was the worft time of the year fbr provi- 
•• fions; that they were at a great diftancefrom any market; 
•* that they were afraid I fhould be flawed; and that they 
** knew they kept me to my \ok ;' the Lady went, and 
left me to her hufband; for they took fpecial care I 
fhojld never be alone : as foon as her back was turned, 
the little miifes ran backwards and forwards every mo- 
ment, and conflantly as they came in or went out made 
a curtefy direfUy to me, which, in good manntfs, I 
was forced to return with a bow, and your humhU fir^ 
wanty pretty Mifs. Exa^ly at eight the mother trt 
up, and di£;ovcjrcd| by the xcdnefi of her face, thai 
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per was not far off. ft was twice as large as the dinner, 
and my perfecution doubled in proportion. I defired, at 
my ufual hour, to go to my repofe, and was condadled 
to my chamber by the gentleman, his lady, and the whole 
train of children. They importuned me to drink fbme- 
thing before I went to bed ; and, upon my refbfing, at 
lafl left a bottle of ftingOy as they called it, for fear I 
fhould wake and be thirfty in the night. I was forced 
in the morning to rife and drefs myfelf in the dark, be- 
caufe they would not fuifer my kinfman's fervant to di- 
flurb me at the hour I defired to be called. I was now 
refolved to break through all meafuresto get away ; and, 
after fitting down to a monilrous breakfafl of cold beef, 
mutton, neats tonenes, venifon pafty, and flale beer, 
took leave of the family. But the gentleman would 
needs fee me part of the way, and carry me a fhort cut 
thro' his own ground, which he told me would fave half 
a mile's riding. This laft piece of civility had like to 
have coft me dear, being once or twice in danger of my 
neck by leaping over his ditches, and at laft forced to a- 
Ifght in the dirt, when my horfe having flipped bis 
bridle ran away, and took us up more than an hour to 
recover him again. 

It is evident, that none of the abAirdities I met with 
in this vifit proceeded from an ill intention, but from a 
wrong judgment of complaifance, and a mifapplication 
in the rules of it. I cannot fo eafily excufe the more re- 
fined critics upon behaviour, who having profefled no o- 
thcr ftudy, are yet infinitely defective in the moft mate- 
rial parts of it. Ned Falhion hath been bred all his life a- 
bout court, and underllands to a tittle all the pon^lio's 
of a drawing room. He vifits mofl of the fine women 
near St James's, and upon every occafion fays the civil- 
eft and fofteft things to them of any man breathing. To 
'Mr Ifaac f he owes an cafy flide in his bow, and a grace- 
ful manner of coming into a room : but in fome other 
i||ies he is ytvy far from being a well-bred perfon. He 
laAghs at men of far fuperior underftanding to his own 
for not being as well drelTed as himfelf; deipifeth all his 
acquaintance who are not of quality, and in public places 
hath on that account often avoided taking notice 0/ fome 

among 
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among the beft fpeakers of the houfe of commons. He 
raileth ftrenuoufly at both univerfities before the members 
of either ; and is never heard to fwear an oath, or break 
in upon religion and morality^ except in the company of 
divines. On the other hand, a man of right fenfe hath 
all the effentials of good breeding, altho' he may be 
wanting in the forms of it. Horatio hath fpent moflof 
his time at Oxford : he hath a great deal of learning,- ao 
agreeable wit, and as mach modefly as may ferve to 
adorn withoat concealing his other good qualities. In 
that retired way of living he fecmeth to have formed a 
notion of human nature, as he hath found it defcribed in 
the writings of the greateft men, cot as he is likely to 
meet with it in the common coorfe of life. Hence itir, 
that he giveth no ofience, bat converfeth with gr^t de- 
ference, candor, and humanity. His bow, I muS confe&, 
is fomewhat awkward ; but then lie h^ an extenfiver, 
nniverfal, and onaffedled knowledge, which may perhaps 
a litde excofe him. He would make no extrac^inary 
figure at a ball ; but ) can aflbre the ladies in his behalf^ 
^nd for their own confpiation, that he has writ better 
verfes on the kx than aiiy man now living, and is pre- 
f»nng fach a poem for the prefi as will tranfinit their 
praiieB and his own to many generations. 

N U M BE R CCXXX.* 

Thorfday, September 2Sth, 1710. 

From my ^wn aparimtnt^ SepUmber z-jtb. 

THE following-letter hath laid before me many great 
and maniiett evils in the world of letters, which I 
had overlooked ; but it opens to me a very bu- 

• The Icttff to the Lord High Treifurcnipon the fimc (\\h]e€t 
with thii Taiiir, U printed in the iecood of theft volumes. It 
is (aid, that ^he anchor writ ibmc other TatUrs and feveral 
S/ctfat9rs, and fumiihed hints for many more; particular! v, 
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fy fcene, and it will require no fmall care and applicati- 
on to amend errors, which are become fo univerial. The 
affefUtion of politene^ h expoied in this epidle with a 
great deal of wit and difcernment ; fo that, whatever dif- 
courfes I may fell into hereafter upon the fubjcdl the wri- 
ter treats of, I (hall at prefent lay the matter before the 
world, without the le^ alteration from the words of my 
correfpondent. 

To ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Efqs 

SIR, 

* There are ibme abofes among as of great confer 
^ qaence, the reformation of which is properly yoof 

* province ; altho' as iar as I have been converiant 

* m your papers, you have sot yet confidered them. 
^ Thefe are, the deplorable ignorance that for fome yean 

* hath reigned among our Englifh writers, the great de- 

* pravity of our tafte. and the continual corruption of 
*• our ftile. I fay nothing here of thofe who handle par* 
^^ticolar (ciences^ divinity, law, phyfic, and the like; 
*-! mean the treaders in hiftory, and politics, and the 
^ BflUs Litirety together wfth thofe by whom books 
' are flot tranfloted, bat (as the common. expre0i6B| 

* arc) 4bnt out ef French, taih, or Other languages, 

* and ma^e Engli/h. I cannot Aut oBferve to you, that, 

* until of late years, a Grub-flteet book was always 

* bound in (heep-ikin with fuitable print and paper, 

* the price never above a fhilling, and taken off' 

* wholly by common tradefmcn or country pedlars; 

* bnt now they appear in all iis^e^ and Ihapes, and 
*' in all places ; they are handed' about frpm lapfbls in 

* every coffee- houfe to perfons of quality ; are fhewn in 
••Weflpiinfter-hall, and the court of rcqnefls; you 

* may fee them gilt, and in royal paper, of five or fix 

* hundred pages, and rated accoiidingly. I would en- 

* gage to furnifh you with a catalogue of Englifh books, 

' publifhed 

the fahte! of fame. The life and adventarcs of a f)\\Ttn^^ The. aCr 
9ount of Enjflattd by an Indian Kinx, and Ibme others : but, as we 
ue ihformcii, ^e would' never teU hb be(^ friends the particuUc 
ftpers. DMn cdiu 
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f publUhed withio aac cyrrpsS: tr tfrt-n -^3-. isif. vl.c.i 

* at the firft hasid wonji cor — jl «a :.i,i^--^ -mir.::.- 

* wherein you ihali 2»o: be *iu£ 1: iai ^ri icer. cigeniir 

* of common gramnssr or CDimzia: ^nti*. 

* These two cv-li. iz^rjrzzi'jt ci * inr u' ^fr-. :a-t 

* produced a third, I metr id* "j:r::::iai i-.t:-::i -.r 

* our Engliih tocgce, tsujll uizix-jiz liruA -sri ■ -^nutivf 

* will fuiFer more bv ir-*; iLlit rEriitrni!-:... -. ' -v n.-f 

* years paft, than it Ltd: xtz. :jrL'pn'*v*:t 1: -.-..t '-.^■-.■ivj 

* hundred. And this it v%h£.: I it-ip Li-itrf ^ .: •r.^-.-r* 

* upon, leaving the fcrsatr ei -• ic. } :iur L::-r.t: • ?^ii-.':« " 

• But inllead of gi^itg ;o- s. .;:■. :c -:.t .i-.t -tiiit- 

* raents crept into our laLg-cie, . h^rrt V:.: ^ -jl •.: * i*:- 

* p/of a letter I leceivtd it-Ci-riint l^: :'r::i i r-::- l:- 
' compliflied perfon in this »Ly '.'f -^r-nir v. ::■:: v :a^ 

* I (hall make fome remarks. 1: i: 11 ii.'rit •-*::=.: . 

SIR, 

/ coud'n't ^^/ the thivcs y:u Cer.t f-r r.\ *.:■:•:: ::rt.— 
/ tho't to ha' f««r^ </i?«uy« ni%j'€ii\ afid ir-tr. i'i Li.' :;i": «.T. ; 
^/ ha'nt don't, and I ieiit^^i / CiiU't dc":. .-/.i^-*. pvzz. — 
Tom begins to g'imfcif cr-J, it:^./* :.'Si y^-y i.t.'s rt-f 

plenipo's. "Tu laid iht FurnK-.r-^ =--::'/ tL.T. 'OOZtl 

US agen, ivbich caufes maHy \ytz\jl'aZ:oT.T. 7 're -Lcks, 
and others o/tbat kidney, ere it^j ur;:fn cha alert uporj*:, 

i^j^'off may fee by tinv phizz*s. W:!! Haz^ra i as get 

the hipps, having loft 10 the tune of /-Tf kuKdred y.und^ 
tho* he under Jiands flay "jery rxtu^ no- body belter. /// 
. <6tfi promis't me upon Rep /e iewue cf fJrti ; /^a/ j:a knoiut 
*tis a ^eaknefs he's too aft f. give into, tho" ke las as much 
nvft as any man^ nO-body more : he has lain incog t-jer 
ftn<e. — Thr mob's *very quiet ni:tth us no^jc. — I heiieie ycu 
tho*t / banter d you in my laft Itkt a country put. — / ihan't 
Ua've toijcn this mznth^ &c. 

' This letter is in every point an admirable pattern of 
« the prefent poiite way of '.viiiing ; r.or i- it of !i i- :-u- 
•thoriiy for being an epi:.Ie: you may j^thti t-.. ry 

• flower of It, wjih a thoufand mnt^ ci\^i^:,\ fv. . ti.* I , 

• from the books, pampM»:t-„ an' firo :,-;..,.< ,., ,:,.,. 

• cd us every cay in i:it cofrcc-hourLi. ' And li.tlc ..m- 
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* the beauties introduced to fupply the want of wit, 

* fenfc, humour, and learning, which formerly were 

* looked upon as qualifications for a writer. If a man of 

* wit, who died forty years ago, were to rife from the 

* grave on purpoie, how would he be able to read this 

* letter? and after he had got thro' that difficulty, how 
' would he be able to underftand it ? The firft thing 

* that flrikes your eye, is the 6reais at the end of al- 

* mofl every fentencc ; of which I know not the ufe, 

* onlv that it is a refinement, and very frequently pra- 

* dited. Then you will obferve the abbreviations and 
^ elifions, by which confonants of mofl obdurate founds 

* are joined together without one foftening vowel to in- 
' tervcne : and all this only to make one fyllable of two, 

* dircdlly contrary to the example of the Greeks and 
' Romans ; altogether of the Gothic firain, and of a na- 

* tural tendency towards relapfing into barbarity, which 

* delighti in monofyllables, and uniting of mute confo- 
' nants ; as it is obfervable in all the northern languages. 

* And this is flill more vifible in the next refinement, which 

* confifleth in pronouncing the firfl fyllable in a word 
*• that hath many, and diimifTmg the refl; fuch zsphizz, 

* bipps^ mobb, pozx, j^ep, and many more ; when we are 

* already overloaded with monofyllables, which are the 
< dilgrace of our language. Thus we cram one fyl- 

* labe, and cut off the refl ; as the owl fattened her 

* mice after fhe had bit off their legs to prevent them 

* from running away ; and if ours be the fame reafon 

* for maiming of words, it would certainly anfwer the 

* end ; for I am fure no other nation will defire to bor- 
' row them. Some words are hitherto but fairly fplit, 

* and therefore only in their way to perfe(flion, as incog, 

* and plenifo'j but in a fhort time, it is to be hoped, 

* they will be further docked to inc. and plcn. . Ihis 

* refledion hath made me of late years very impatient 

* for a peace, which I believe v.\\\ fave the lives of 

* many brave words as well as men. The war hath 
' introduced abundance of polyfyllables, which ^^ ill ne- 

* vcr be al)Ie to live many more campaigns. Specviati' 

* «-;?/, f.pt*-tiftorts, preliminaries, amba£adon, palifadoes^ 

* co;*tuf:i ft'tcni^ cir^umtualiattons, hattalizns, as nume- 
' /ous as ihcy are, "li \\it^ ^\.\SkOft.M^ \sii^ Crec^uently in 
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* our coflFee-houfes, we ftiall certainly put them fio- 

* flight and cut off the rear.' 

' Th e third refinement obfervable in the letter I (end' 
< you confifleth in the choice of certaia words invented 

* oy {ome fret /y /e//(wj J,, (uch z:^ banter y bambotvsJe^ coiiH'' 

* try putt and kidney y as it is there -applied ; Tome of 
^ which are now ftruggling for the vogue, and others 

* are in poflcffion of it. 1 have done my utmoft for 
*' (bme years pad to dop the progrefs of mob and banter^ 

* but have been plainly borne dowi> by numbers, and 

* betrayed by thofe who prom iled to af&il me.* 

M N the lad place, you are to take notice of certaki- 
*• choice phrafes fcaucred thro' the letter ; fome of theai: 

* tolerable enough, till they were worn to rags \»f 
**fervile iroiutors.. You might eafily find them, altho* 
^they were not in a-diffexent print, and therefore I need. 

* not didurb them.' 

• Thesr are the falfc refinements in our ftile, which- 

* you ought to corred ; firft, by arguments and fail" 
'means ; but if thofe fail, I think you are to make ufe 

* of your authority as cenfor, and by an annual index 

* expurgatoriui expunge all words and phrafes that are 
' offenfive to good fenfe, and condemn thofe barbarous 
^mutilations -of vowels and fyllables. In this lad point, 

* the ufual pretence is, that they fpell as they fpeak ; 

* a noble dandard for language ! to depend upon the ca- 

* price of every coxcomb, who, becaufe words are the 
' cloathing of our thoughts,, cuts them out and ihapes 
' them as he pleaieth, and changes them ofcener than his 

* drefs. I believe all reaibnable people would be con- 

* tent, that fuch refiners were more (paring of their 
' words, and liberal in their fyllables. On this head -I 

* fliould be glad you would bellow fome advice upon fe- 

* vcral young readers in our churches^ who, coming up 
*- from the univerfity full fraught with admiration of our 
' town politenefs, will needs correal the ftile (^ their 

* prayer books. In reading the abfblution they are very 

* careful to fay pardons and abfihvesy and in the prayer 

* for the royal family, ifmnd be endu^um^ enrich^um^ 

* pro/per* urn and bring^um ; then in their fermons they 

* a4-,a]l the modern terms of art, /^am, banter, mob^ 

* hnbhle^ bully ^ cuttings fhuffling^ and palming \ all which, 

VoL.JV. Kk ^x^- 
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' ami many more of the like flamp, as I have heard 

• them often in the pulpit from (bme young fophifters, 

• fo I have read them in ibme of thofe fermom that bavt 

• maiU a ^reat noifi of late* The deflgn, it feems, is to 

• avoid the dreadful imputation of pedantry ; to ihew 

• us, that they kfio-iv the totjun, underfland men and man- 

• Kvrs, and have not been poring upon old ut^aihionable 

• books in the univcrfity. 

* I (hould be glad to fee you the inftrument of intro- 

• ducing into our (lile that fimplicity which is the beft 

• and truert ornament of mofl things in human life, 
' which the politer ages always aimed at in their build- 

• ing and drefs (fimflex munditiis) as well as their pro- 

• du£lions of wit# It is manifeft, that all new affefted 

• modes of fpeech, whether borrowed from the court, 

• the town, or the tlieatre, are the firft perifliing parts 

• in any language ; and, as I could prove by many 

• hundred inftances, have been fo in ours. The wri- 

• tings of Hooker, who was a coon try clergyman, and 

• of Parfons the Jefuit, both in the reign of Queen Eli- 

• zabeth, are in a Itilethat, with very few allowances^ 

• would not offend any prefent reader ; much more clear 

• and intelligible, than thofe of Sir H. Wotton, Sir Rob. 

• Naunton, Ofburn. Daniel the hiflorian, and feveral 

• others w!jO writ later, but being men of the court, and 

• affedling the phrafes then in fafhion, they are often ei- 

• ther not to be underftood, or appear perfc^ly ridiculous.* 

• What remedies are to be applied to thefe evils, I 

• have not room to confider, having, I fear, already 

• taken up mod of onr paper : beiides, I think it is our 
< oRice only to reprefent abafes, and youxs to redrefs 

• them/ 

' 7 am lAjitb great re/ptff, 
S I R, 

A Medi- 
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A Meditation upon a Broomstick* 

According to the flyle and manner of the Honourable 
Robert Boyle's Meditations*. 

Written in the year 1703. 

THTS fmgle ftkk, which you now behold inglori- 
oufly lying in that negleded corner. I ofice knew 
in a flourilhing (late in a forreft : it was full of Tap, full 
of leaves, and full of boughs : but now, in vain does the 
bufy art of man pretend to vye with nature, by tying that 
withered bundle of twigs to its faplcft trunk : it is now? 
at beft but the revcrCc of what it was ; a tree turned up- 
fidc down, the branches on the earth, and the root ift 
the air : it is now handled by every dirty wench, con- 
demned to do her drudgery ; and by a capricious kind of 
fate, dcftined to make other things clean, and be nafty 
itfelf. At length, worn to the flumps in the fervice of 
the maids-, it is citlier thrown out of doors, or condemn- 
ed to the lall ufe of kindling a fire. When I beheld this> 
I fighed, and faid within myfelf, Surely* mortal 
MAN IS A broomstick ! Nature font him into the world 
flrong and lully, in a thriving condition, wearing his own. 
hair on his head, the proper branches of this reafoning 
vegetable; until the ax of intemperance has lopped off 
his green boughs, and left him a withered trunk : he then 
ilics to arty and puts on SLperri^'tg; valuing himfelf up- 
« on 



♦ TI>is paper was wrote in deriGon of the flyle and qnanner 
of Mr Robert Boyle. To what a heif.ht muft the fpirit of ftr- 
rafin arifi.* in an author, who could prevail upon him/clf to ri- 
dicule Co ^ood a mm as Mr Boyle ! But the fAord of wit, like 
the: fit he of time, cut% down friend and foe, «i)g attacks every 
vh]rli th-"* "'•'••Henlallv lies in its w^y. Ho«vevcr fharp and ir- 
rcfif Mr Boyle will always kduio 

iuvf > 



